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Gainsborough Rural District Council

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

Medical Officer of Health
for the year 1953

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
GAINSBOROUGH RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

315t July, 1954,

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report for the
year 1953, which contains vital statistics and other information
relating to the state of health and the health services of the
district.

The population, which now includes non-civilians, has
increased by 350 to 12,990. It is worth noticing the low Death
Rate and the high Birth Rate. Also the Infantile Mortality
Rate (28.8) shows a large fall. The incidence of Infectious
Diseases was slight and the majority were measles cases. It is
very pleasing that, again, we had no case of Diphtheria,
Poliomyelitis nor any other serious condition during the year.

In conclusion, I wish to thank all Councillors for their
interest in health matters. My thanks are also due to
Mr. Donson and to Mr. Donelly and Mr. Burn (Water Engineer)
and their staffs for their helpful collaboration at all times.

Yours obediently,

J. C. MACARTNEY,
M.D.(Edin.), Ch.B.,, DP H.



SECTION A.
1. STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Aren of the Bural DIStrIct . oooiciiiiiiinimninisiinion TE.5494 acrea
g o T i o e e RS S 12,990
Rateable Value on the 31st March, 1953 .......cooivveeiinninnns £43,383
Sum Represented by 1d. Rate ... ... S e e L A £172

The district is entirely rural in character and the sole
industry is agriculture. It surrounds the Urban District of
Gaainsborough on three sides. The Northern and Southern
extremities are seventeen miles apart and the greatest width is
eleven miles. Part of the Parishes of Lea and Morton, adjoining
Gainsborough town, are semi-residential. There are thirty-seven
parishes and the Council consists of thirty-two Councillors.

2. EXTRACTS FROM VYITAL STATISTICS.

Male Female Total
I T e R 119 124 243
Legitimate ......... e N, (o ad 110 120 230
IMegitimate ...........c....... ebag 9 4 13
R e Dbl i 1 & T
Eirth Rate per 1,000 of estimated populationn ..................... 187
Male Female Total
DEATHS. All CAUSES .......cceecerenes 63 54 117
Death rate per 1.000 of estimated population ................... . 9.0
Male Female Total
DEATHS. Infants under 1 year ... 4 3 T
Infant mortality rate (per 1.000 live births) ..................... 288
CAUSES OF DEATH. Male Female Total
Tuberculosis, respiratory¥ .......cccococeiiieeees 1 1 2
Cancer ............... R el e e G 8 14
PR I e AR R 1 1 2
Vascular leisons of nervous system ......... 9 12 21
Coronary disease, angina .............ccoeenes 9 G 15
Hypertension with heart disease ............ 1 1 2
Other heart disease ............cocovvvmvvvenans T T 14
Other circulatory disease ........................ 7 2 9
TR T e e T T 2 2
R T R - i a e 1 2 3
A R R e i ek 5 1 6
Uleer of stomach and duodenum ............ 1 1 2
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea ......... 1 — 1
Hyperplasia of prostate ..............coeeeveees 3 — 3
Pregnancy, Childbirth and Abortion ...... — 1 1
Congenital malformations ..................... _ 1 1
Other defined and ill-defined diseases ... 5 T 12
Motor wvehicle accidents ..ol 1 _ 1
A obher aceldents ... 4 1 5
S T B DT e e R T S e U IR | — 1
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Many various [acilities are available under the following
headings:—

Maternity Service.

Child Care.

Home Nursing.

Health Visitors.

Home Helps.

Sick Room Requisites, appliances and other eguipment.
Vacecination and Immunisation.

Mental Health.

Ambulance Service.

Minor Ailment Clinics for School Children.
Infant Welfare Centres and Ante-Natal Clinics.

The County Council’s elinies function at Gainsborough as
follows:—

{a) At Spital Terrace Clinic

Minor Aillments Clinic ......... Daily 9-30 a.m.

SBehonl CHnile. .o Tuesdays 2 p.m.

Infant Welfare Centre ........ . Thursdays 2 p.m.

Toddlers Clinde .. ............... vor. 2nd Thursday and 4th Monday
in each month 10 a.m.

Infant Welfare and 2nd, 4th and 5th Thursday in

Ante-Natal Clinic .................. each month 10 a.m.

Dental Clinic, Vaccination

and Immunisation ................ By appointment.

Sunlight Clinfc ..................... Mondays and Thursdays 10 a.m.

Domestic Help Service .......... Organiser attends Tuesdays and

Thursdays 2 p.m.

ib) At Woods Terrace Clinic

Infant Welfare Centre .......... Mondays 2 p.m.
Toddlers Clinie ..................... 2nd Monday and 4th Thursday
10 a.m.

In addition to above, appointments are also made at the
John Coupland or other Hospital for school and pre-school
children requiring Ophthalmic or Ear., Nose and Throat

consultant services.
FIVE



SECTION C.

i)

WATER SUPPLY.

The water supplied by the Couneil is derived from the

foliowing sources and during the year wag satisfactory both

in guality and quantity:—

(1} Council’s own boreholes at Glentham and Caenby, west
of the Lincolnshire Wolds.

i2) Bulk supply from Lincoln Corporation, the supply being
derived from boreholes at Elkesley in Nottinghamshire.

(i) Bulk supply from Glanford Brigg Rural District Courncil
for the hamlet of Susworth only (ie., 35 properties in
the Scotter Parish).

{4y Bulk supply from Welton Rural District Council, the
supply being derived from boreholes at Welton. This
supply assists the Cliff Area.

i5) Bulk supply from Caistor Rural Distriet Couneil, the
supply being derived from springs in that Distriet. Water
is taken only when required and is on a reciprocal basis.

{1i) Samples for Bacteriological and Chemical examinations were

taken periodically and the results were satisfactory.

(iii) The water has no plumbo-solvent aection.
(iv) No action was necessary in respect of any form cf con-

(v)

SIX

tamination as no adverse reports were received.

In all eases where water is drawn from wells, water samples
are taken, and when found to be unsuitable for drinking
purposes statutory notices are served. When property owners
are informed that the water is unfit, it often happens that the
work is carried out without the service of a statutory notice
being necessary.

HOUSES.
Parish. Total No. No. with piped supplies.
Blyborough  .oiviicioiieies 61 53
BIxton: i e 305 270
BEampbon & nis sty 26 22
COPTImENaME o s s 144 118
East oLy . o s 42 31
East Stockwith ...............c.. 100 o8
I oo I SRR R i a7 87
FHUNERAIL ...oocoviieerrasanisnserss T5 66
Gate BUrton  ........c.ccoovimennes 3 25
CHentwWortl: 6.2k S a9 84
FEavInEhRam ., . ..ot 40 25
HardWICE .o ionise i Supplied by Lincoln Corporation
Harpswell ... R T e 28 23
HeEaPHAN o i sy e - 34
HemEWEIL o i v nimsisms 108 97
EottletRorpe  ....ciies-saviiienc: 0B 73
e R e O et DA I e 114 108
EOalth @ et atetmnosan NEEE o4
Y0 oy T e T8 1



(v} HOUSES.

Parish. Total No. No. with piped supplies.

1B M i s e T T LA AR Gk 196 192
L T S R R, 136 126
T T IR e L S Supplied by Gainsborough U.D.C.
Newton-on-Trent ............... 80 80
Northorpe ............... Sl L 61 56
ey I e o T s et 17 14
R 361 328
BHEOWEOIT oo i s v vt s s 75 T3
SPEINEthorpe i 4 44
T s A 114 109
SEUCLON-DY-BtOW .......ccccnneenn. 214 205
AL o [0 B Ry R e N 16 10
5] 1 e S 47 44
LATET ATl et s R A T4 fifi
T o 23 23
Widewnrth ... 20 28
WIHIOERRIG i 134 123
Willonghton ....................... 153 141

3274 2007

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

Blyton, Scotter and Scotton. Since my last report, all con-
nections to houses on line of the new sewers have been completed,
and 166 earth closets have been converted to water closets.
Grants have been made in respect of these conversions under
Section 47 of the Public Health Act, 1936.

Morton Scheme is now in a state of completion and in the
course of a month or so, the works will be completed and the
necessary house connections made.

Knaith Scheme is also in a state of completion and I have
no doubt that house connections will commence immediately.

Lea Scheme. I have been concerned that no commencement
has been made on this scheme, but the Ministry have now given
sanction for a commencement to be made in the early Spring
of 1855.

Schemes for Gate Burton, Marton, Sturton-by-Stow, Stow
and Willingham are being prepared.

REFUSE COLLECTION, SCAVENGING.

This has been carried out satisfactorily during the past year,
and refuse tips have been regularly treated for rat infestations.
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SECTION F.
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

b L [ e e ot et SR el i T4
Bearlat: Wewap' 0 s 12
Wheoping Cough . ........ciiivcicaiiiin: 28
PRenminiin: o e s e B
Tuberculosis (Pulmonary) ............... 8

Totals ...... 126

Particulars of diphtheria immunisations, vaceinations and

re-vaccinations earried out in the Gainsborough Rural District
during 1953.

Between five and
Un v
of ::i gtﬁ:::::i‘. fourteen years | Boosting
immunisation. of age at date of Doses.
immunisation.
Diphtheria
Immunisations 125 35 112

Under One 1-4 5-14 {15 or over | Total
Vaccinations 52 4 ol 3 59
Re-vaccinations e 1 e B 7

Under One | One Two | Three| Four | Total

Whooping Cough

Immunisations 10 16 4 — 2 32

(under five
years)
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