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Gainsborough Rural District Council

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

Medical Ofhicer of Health

for the year 1949

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
GAINSBOROUGH RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

26th August, 1950.
Gentlemen,

I beg to present my report for the year 1949, Compared
with the previous year the ecivilian population has inereased
by 280 to a total of 11,200, The total number of births (199)
phows an increase of 70. The Birth Rate is 16.3 per 1,000 of
the population, which is a very favourable comparative figure.
The number of deaths (119) is exactly the same as previously,
giving a Death Rate of the very low figure of 9.7 per 1,000 of
the population. The corresponding rate for all England and
Wales is 11.9. Infantile Mortality (deaths of infants under one
year of age): Eleven such deaths occurred compared with seven
in 1948. There is, therefore, a large increase in the Mortality
Rate per 1,000 Live Births, after a period of three consecutive
years, each of which showed a lower figure than that for the
rest of the country. The increase was due partly to the number
of deaths arising from premature births and congenital causes,
which are conditions not readily foreseen, nor preventable, The
other causes were Gastro-Enteritis (3) and Pneumonia (3).

The Infections Disease Incidence was less than half that of
1948. The majority were cases of measles and whooping cough.
It is very satisfactory to note that for the third year in
succession, we had no case of Diphtheria. There was only one
case of Infantile Paralysis.

It can be said, again, that the general health of the community
has remained good.

The very able and energetic manner in which Mr. Donelly,
Sanitary Inspector. carried out his multifarious duties is much
appreciated, I am, also, grateful to the Clerk of the Counecil
and his staff, as well as to the Water Engineer, for their co-
operation. In addition I wish to thank the Councillors for
their helpful interest in Public Health matters.

Yours faithfully,

J. C. MACARTNEY,
M.D. (Edin.), D.P.H.
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SECTION C.

WATER SUFPPLY.

(i) The water supplied by the Counecil is derived from the
" foliowing sources and during the year wasg satisfactory both
in quality and quantity:—

(1) Counecil’s own boreholes at Glentham and Caenby, west

of the Lincolnshire Wolds.

(2) Bulk supply from Lincoin Corporation, the supply being
derived from boreholes at Elkesley in Nottinghamshire.

(3) Bulk supply from Glanford Brigg Rural District Cour cii
for the hamlet of Susworth only (ie., 35 properties in
the Scotter Parish).

(ii) Samples for Bacteriological and Chemical examinations were

taken periodically and the results were satisfactory.
(iii) The water has no plumbo-solvent action.

(iv) No action was necessary in respect of any form cf con-
tamination as no adverse reports were received.

(V)
Parish,
Elyborough
Blyton

Brampton ... ...

Corringham
East Ferry ... ...
East Stockwith
Fenton
Fillingham
Gate Burton ...
Glentworth
Grayingham
Hardwick ... ...
Harpswell ... ...
Heapham
Hemswell
Eettlethorpe
Kexby

Knaith
Laughton

Lea

Marton

Morton 2
Newton-on-Trent
Northorpe
Pilham

Scotter

Scotton oy
Springthorpe
Stow ...

HOUSES.

Total No. No. with piped supplies.

43 3

238 210

25 23

123 a7

4+ 36

97 94

5 T4

65 38

22 20

T8 51

R 22
Supplied by Lincoln Corporation

21 16

35 28

93 82

47 42

106 94

48 47

62 54

ot S b i 176

ST a5
Supplied by Gainsborough U.D.C.

71 60

53 30

16 12

312 207

79 61

TR PSR | | 39

R e 1 83

SEVEN






4, HOUSING ACT, 1936, — PART IV — OVERCROWDING.
(a) (I) Number of dwelling; overcrowded at the

end of the year ... .. ot e B ||
(II}) Number of {families therein . 48
(III) Number of persons dwelling therein ... 225

() Number of new cases of overcrowding
reported during the year ... ... e

(¢c) (I) Number of cases of nvercmwdmg rehend
during the year ... ... ’a e 2R

(II) Number of persong concerned in ;-'.u[:h
cases e A S s

d) Number of house&. agam overcmwded .d.ftL[‘
being previously relieved ... ... ... ... Nil

POST-WAR HOUSING ACCOMMODATION
TO 31st DECEMEBER, 1949.

TOTALS.
et HONBES. v it enisderas suavs  he 126
Private Enterprise Houses .............ccceeeeee.. 61
Additional family units resulting

from conversions, ete. ........ S|
This housing record compares ver:,r tavﬂurably wlth the
achievements of other Rural Districts in the County.

SECTION E.
INSPECTIONS AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Routine inspections by the Sanitary Inspector were made of
shops, stalls, vehicles and food preparing places. Cowsheds,
dairies and milkshops were also kept under supervision. With
the coming into operation of the Food and Drugs (Milk and
Dairies) Act, 1944, duties in relation to the supervision of milk
production were transferred from the Council to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries on 1st October. Responsibilities for
dairies, milkshops and retailing of milk remained unaltered.
Slaughtering is carried out at the Regional Abattoir of the
Ministry of Food, where routine inspection of all carcaseg takes
place. With the increasing public alarm due to the growing
number of cases of food poisoning throughout the country the
Ministry have urged that stricter supervision should be exercised
over all premises where food is prepared. Whilst every effort is
made in this direction, I am pleased to report that no outbreaks
of food poisoning in the area were brought to our notice.

SECTION F.
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The total number of Infectious Discases was only 83 com-
pared with 174 in 1948. This does not include ‘Tuberculosis of
which there were 9 in each of these years. The majority (51)
were Measless. Only one case of Poliomyelitis (Infantile
Paralysis) occurred,
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