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STATISTICS OF THE AREA.
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Population - Registrar General's Estimate
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VITAL STATISTICS.
BIRTHS
e Male Female Total 1956 1955
Jlegitimate 114, 134 248 235 217
Live Births |
fIllegitimate L & 10 14 20
Birth rate per thousand population
(corrected) 15.9 18,12 1,.79
Average for England and Wales 16,1 15.6 15.0

Births were mainly in Bramley (37); Basing (30); Sherborne St. John (23);
Oakley and East Oskley (22); Sherfield-on-Loddon (12); Stratfieldsaye and
| Turgis Green (12); Mortimer (11); Wootton St., Lawrence not including
| Ramsdell (9).

Male Female Total 1956 1955

Park Prewett Hospital - 143
Basing Road Hespital - S0

Of the great majority of deaths 75% are of people over the age of
65, An unusual feature this year was the merked increase in the deaths in
the fourth quarter(nearly one-third). This was probably the aftermath of
the influenze epidemic, although the majority cf the deaths were not attributed
to the respiratory group.

Deaths from all causes 186 175 361 354 k16
t_ Death rate per thousand
(corrected) 8,2 8.4 19.83
Average for England and Wales e 1.7 13,7
i} Wain
] Male Female Capses of Death
- Under one year 3 2
1:=-19 1 3
20 - Li L L
45 - &b L7 28 - Malignant Neoplasm: Coronary Throm—
bosis: Vascular lesions of nervous
sysiem,
65 - 7, 50 L48)— Heart disease: Vascular lesions of
75 - 89 Ta 45) nervous system: Coronary disease:
i 90 + 5 5) Fneumonia,
] eathsa urring i .
L
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EPIDEMIOLOGY .

General Health.

The outstanding feature of this year's general health was the
Influenza epidemic coming as it did during the autumm which is usually low
in sickness rate. Although the cpidemic wave scemed to pass quickly, records
of claims to sickness at the National Insurance Office and the higher than
usual death rate in the fourth quarter indicated it grumbled along for
many months, Coming as it did during the healthyperiod of the year it
affected mainily the group of the commmunity subject te "erowding" - the
school children and the factory worker. The expected return of the epldimic
during the more favourable winter months did net materialise.

"The winter favouring faecteor" favouring respiratory illnesses
appeared Lo be absent in early 1958,

Earlier in the year there was an outbreak of sorne dysentery
affecting mostly the younger schoel child and through them their parents
and other siblings. The biennial attack of measles occurred this year,

A Zd.

The first reported case of Asiatie Influenza cccurred early in
July in a family recently arrived by air from Aden. Influenza A virus was
isclated. This was probably one of the earliest reported in the country,
Sporadic cases were beginning to be reported late in August and by September
and early October with the return of the children to school the epidemic
reached its peak. In general the disease varied from a mild feverish illness
wWith upper respiratory symptoms for a day or two, to an illness up to a week
with high fever and a troublesome cough, signs of involvement of the trachea
and bronchi. The cnset was usually sudden, sometimes dramatically so. Therse
were no complications with the otherwise healthy persons but some complained
of & cough long after. FHelapses were reported in those who returned to
work too early.

Cancer and other Malignant Growths.

Deaths due to or associated with:-

No. Average ame at death. Asze incidence.

Cancer of Lung & 3ronchus el &0 KT -79

Larynx 2

Mouth 2

Stomach 2] (213 55 = Bl

Colon & &3 L8 - 82

Rectum 2

Ferineum. - 1

Breast & &7 56 - A2

Uterus = B, e =2

Ovary 2

Vulva i

Bladder 1

Frostrato 3 76 73 - 81

Panecreas 2

Leukeamia 1

Sarcoma Talus i

Mala Female
Age Groups 3 - 1
L5 - 64 17

&
65 - Tk & 10
3 2 5






Neotifiable Discases,

Wheooping Cough
Scarlet Fever
ileasles 1
Dysentery
Frneumonia
Food Polsoning
Tuberculosis = Pulmonary
" Hen = Pulmonary

pB8LBERds R

The fellowing table indicates the incldence of notifiable
diseases during the yvear:-

Whooping Cough Dysentery Scarlet Fever Measles Pneumonia

January 12 - - 2 1
February 1 1 - L 2
March a8 - 2, L =
April - 7 - 26 1
May 1 : | - 13 -
June 2 8 - L3 -
July = h - 26 -
Augnst - - - 12 =
September - 1 - 1 1
October - - - - 2
Nevember - - 2 - -
December - - 1 - 1
Measles.

The biemnial attack of measles occurred this year. The
mumber of notifications was lower than usual - only 127 cases were notified.
As usual the attack was mostly among the young school going group. There
were no unusual features.

Dysentery.

Une outbreak of Somne Dysentery occurred in early spring and
extended into the summer months. The cases occurred and spread among the
young school going group and from them to the other siblings and the parents.
The illness is mild but is of considerablc nuisance, especially in infant
schools where it spreads rapidly and is difficult to control. GSpread is
considered to ba largely by contact of common articles, deoor knobs, towels,
pencils and books etc.

During the year- 250 primary courses were given, of which 82
were with combined vaccine (with whooping cough) and 158 with the triple
vaccine (tetanus added). In addition 161 were given booster doses.

Inmunisation in relation to child population as at 31,12.57:-
Last complete course

of injection (whether Under Total under
primery or booster) = lyear 1-4 5-9 10-21 15 years
1953 - 1957 58 75l 871 174 1,854

76 1,151 1,517

1952 or earlier, child
population (approx) 248 1,037 1,198 not known

This represents about 75% of the 1 - L and S5 - 9 year groups
immunised within the last 5 years.
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OCIAL CONDITIONS AND G HEALTH SERVIC

The district comprises 34 parishes and is mainly agricultural
and residential, In recent years thers has been & conslderable inerease in
new houses built,both by the Council and privately. amenities have also
improved - there is now a4 piped water supply in most areas and sewerage
in all the larger parishes, The eatimated population as given by the Hegistrar
Ganeral is steady. The birth rate has inereased in common with the rest of
the country. During the year many of the schools hawe had improvements,

General Health Services.

The County Council is the Health Authority. The logal District
Health Sub-Committee are responszible for helping and advising on these services.
During the year some interest has been shown in extending the domieilisry health
services to help the aged and the problem family.

Maternity snd Child Welfare - Health Visitinz.

Child Welfare Centres are situated throughout the district.
Activities, at which a doctor and nurse attend, include advice on feeding and
child management, immnisation and the distribution of welfare foods.

Attendance at these centres has continued to be high, but
there are no items of Iinterest to report,

District Midwifery and Home Hursing.

i isti - i 3 a [+ igan.,
Mid- CASES _VISITS.
wifersr 411 Cases T.B: Gens
Bramley L6 (32) 21(3) 255 (315) 3419 (4017)
Preston Candover 10 (15) 1 (=) 73 (69) 1145 (1453)
Silchester 25 (1) 2 [2) 53 (L6) 887 (11s52)
Upton Grey 23 (19) 1 (=) 1,0 (139) 928 (8%0)
uakley 22 (15) 2 (2) 136 (154) 1186 (1537)

Midwifery shows an increase, especially in Oakley, Silchester
and Bramley. HMost areas show & deerease in the numt r of visits made, probably
because certain drugs can now be given orally instead of by injection. To
ralieve the nurses in the Borough, Basing has been taken over by the rural
murses and is belng temporarily served by the nurse at Upton Grey. It is
hoped that a nurse for Basing will be appointed in 1958,

Home Help Services.
Summary of cases assisted.

1957 1256

Maternity 10 1z
General sickncss 5 5
Post Hospital 2 3
Child care - L
Chronie siclness 2 i
Aged sickness & 7
Aged and infirm 17 10
Tuberculosis P 2
Lk L

The average number of cases assisted per week is 20, The number
of child care and maternity cases has fallen and that for the aged hnn increased -
this is largely determined by economic consideration.
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UNSOUND FOOD.

No cases of unsound food being exposed for sale were found,
and it was unnecessary to make any seizures of food. The following foods
were surrendered to your Officers as being unfit for human consumption:-
Ganned foods 3L 1bs
Meat 5LE 1bs

4 Fish L stones
Miscellaneous - & lbs

Owners and occupiers of food premises again co-operated
satisfactorily to fulfil the requirements of the Food Hygiene Regulations
1955. 32 informal notices were served and improvements were made at
23 premises,

Unsatisfactory standards of cleanliness wera found on three
oecasions, but were guiekly rectified by the persons concerned.

| Investigations were made regarding the bacteriological
standard of water used in witereress beds, and of the watercress itself.
From samples taken, it was shown that the majority of beds were con-
| taminated by coliform bacilli and faecal coli.
It is hoped that a method of chlorination, which will
satisfactorily disinfect the watercress without affecting its taste,
will be brought into operation by growers in the future.

WATER SUPPLIES. i
l Public mains supplies were sampled regularly during the year,
Details of these are as follows:-
Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
Bacteriological 15 1
Chemical 7 nil

The unsatisfactory bactericlogical sample was from the
Portsmouth Estate Mains at Nutley. This supply is to be taken over
by the Mid-Wessex Water Company.

¥ Of 35 samples taken from private sources, 17 proved un-

. satisfactory. dAction was taken to provide a satisfactory alternative
supply in these cases, or improvements to wells were made when no piped

' supply was available.

An investigation was carpied out to aseertain those areas in
the district where small groups of properties have no proper supply
available and having due repard to public health and finance might warrant
future extensions of mains at publie expense.

SWIMMING POOL.

The enly public swimming pool in the district at Basing was well
attended during the summer months., Hegular sampling of the witer was under-
taken by this department and all the samples were reported upon as being very
setisfactory.
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HOUSING ACTS,

The Council's 10 year programme for the clearance of unfit
houses again made excellent progress throughout the year and is now well
ahead of scheduls,

During 1957 a further 92 families comprising 3L persons ware
* reheused. The wishes of older persons to be resettled in villages of their
own choice regeived sy.pathetic respect and so far as I am aware no hard-
ship has resulted frw the transfer of tenants to alternative accommodation.

A8 8 rapult of formal action 18 houses were demolished, 5 were
clesed and undertakings, to the effect that a further 20 should be used for
some purpose other than humen habitation, were accepted.

Improvement Grants.

Since grants were first made available in 1950, the Council
has dene much to preserve the rural character of the district by assisting
the ownerstowards the cost of improving and reconditioning over 250
properties.

Although during 1957 the funds aliotted for this purpose were
mich reduced in comparison with former years, it was still possible to
approve 38 applications in respect of 54 properties. Two applications

| were rejected.

i c 5 of Disrepair,
|
| One Certificate of Disrepair was granted during the year,
k
Exeluding proport.cs improved by way of a Counecil grant or by

' private improvement, 102 houses were rendered fit for habitation, as a
1 result of informal action by your Officers.
1 AEFUSE AND SALVAGE.

A fortnightly kerbside collection continues to operdte throughout

the district and all refuse is delivered to the centrally controlled tipping
slte at Kiln Lane, Sherborne 5t. John.

3 Over 1000 new dwellings have been crected in the district since
the war and larger refuse collections are resulting in increased calls upon
‘the labour and wehicle strength available, The purchase in 1956 of the S.D.
Fore & Aft Diesel Freighter of larger capacity has minimised journeys to
‘the tip and wehicles of similar type can be comuended for future policy.

The 1946 Dennis reserve vehicle has reached the stage when it
‘48 no longer economical to maintain and it warrants future expenditure, only
. upon its roadworthiness. It remains essential to retain a wehicle in
‘reserve, not only for br2akdownsand special collections but also to enable
;;ﬂ'ﬂpﬂr maintengnce on other wehicles to be carried out.

! The Bristol 22 Angledozer purchased in 1953 for levelling and
‘i_mnﬂnli.d&bim at the tip face continues to give exevellent service. This
gmhinu received 2 major overhaul during the past year.

_ Garaging facilities at the Coronation Road Depot are adequate.
Wanton damage to doors and windows caused concern during last summer but
conditions have since improved.
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DRATRAGE AND CONVERSION OF TOILETS INTO WATER CLIGETS.

In the paerishes of North Waltham, Sherborne St. John and
Sherfield-on-Loddon &8 properties were connected to public sewers, and
43 toilets converted to water closets, UOwners continue to take advantage
| of the provisions in the Fublic Health Acts which permit the Council tao
| assist towards the cost incurred. In the parishes referred to, many public
+ health nuisances arising from overflowing cesspools and polluted ditches
and streams were abated, and householders much appreciated that there is no
longer a necessity to dispose of pail closct contents in an unhygienic
mAnner.

In June the Council considered a detailed report upon drainage
genditicns in Bramley, and resolved that whilst it is & matter calling for
constant observation, there appesred no immediate neced for the provision
of a public sewer and disposal works,

RODENT COWTROL

Although reascnably heavy rat infestations occurred during the
winter months, these were gquickly brousht under control, Surveys of all
types of properties continued and the Contract Service for agricultural
properties was increascd to include &0 farms,

Details of rodent control work carricd out during the year were:-

1) Mumber of properties inspceted -
a) Domestic and business - 1,802

b) Agricultural - 281,
2) Total inspections carried out (including re-inspections)
a) Domestic and tusiness - 2,982
b} Agricultural - 1,420
3) Properties found infested by
a) Rats - Lo8
b} Mice 51
4) HNumber of propertics treated by Council's Rodent Operators - 456
5) "Block Control" schemes carried out - 28
LICENCES IN FORCE.
Petroleum - 88
Slaughtermean - 2
Slaughterhouses - il
Game Dealers - 2
Moveable Dwellings - 53
Milk Distributors 36

Premises registercd
for the sale of ice cream

3

1
=
W

Finally, I should like to record my thanks to the staff in the
Department for their assistance and loyal c¢o-operation.
Yours cbediently,

P.G. BOX,
Senior Public¢ Health Inspector.







