Happy to be gay? : want to make the world a better place... and have some
fun at the same time? Not convinced that religion is the answer to life's
problems? You could already be a humanist... why not joing the Gay and
Lesbian Humanist Association? / The Gay and Lesbian Humanist
Association.
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THREE DECADES OF GALHA

2009

Promoting Humanism and
LGET equality for 30 years!

Not convinced that =/
is the answer to life's problems?

You could well already be a humanist...
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The Gay and Lesbian

Humanist Association

The voice of humanists who are gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender



HUMANISTS: A BRIEF OUTLINE

Outloak - Humanisis have a view of life based on the belief that
humaon problams con be solved only by human beings themselves
and nod by relionce on any god or gods, the existence of which is
unsupported by any scientific evidence. We must fece our problems
with our own moral ond intellecival resources, using the
accumuloted knowledge ond experience of humankind. Unlike
H.!“EI:L:-IIS, wa make no claim te :.|_:|_'-r_i|;1i '-:|1¢'.-..'|-'_-:_':g|;- or final ANSWErsS
and regard the search for understanding os o confinuing process,
Mﬂl"ﬂl“’!’ Humianisi '1IGIL'I!|"'r' i5 bosed on COncaErn tor |:;_|-':'|.:|-'|
dignity and welfare, the ulimole aim being hoppiness and
fulfilment, Humanists see moral values not as edicts from o god,
but os the principles, discovarad d.J'in evalution, upon which
good human relationships depend. Such values include telling the
truih, being honest, aceepling respansibility, co-oparating for the
comman good and caring for others. These basic human values lie
ab the hearl of sooeties, however much they moy be ignored in
praoctice. Such principles are the conditions for social evolution.
Humanist morality is not absolutist like thal of religions which
condemn sex outside marriage, including goy sex, as

arvd “sinful™

Law - Humanisis balieve in the concept of universal human rights,
which should be |e'|;,r:-[;-||i'}n_-d in both international and national |cres
in cll countries and subject to the jurisdiction of an independent
LD C Ry, T:'IE]- dFe l.':-F2||::|-:|\1'|:i s :'|;:r_§|;;|| -;1'1|;| SEn c:'i_;,, ::|1'i"u:|r|-*_,'~|'| MY Gy
form and support legislation and social action fo prevent such
discriminotion. Personal morality is not o proper subject for
;a:g-s|:|:nn unless actions infr imge the basic nghts of athers, The low
must achieve o balonce behween individual freedom and
prl::l|l,'|'_|i|:|'"| of the vulnerable. Individual voriation makes nansense
ef "narmal” or rigid codes applied indiscriminately to all

Reform - Humaonists hove a long recerd of waorking for zocial
reforms and have been active compaoigners for the reform of lows
on abortion, birth conirol, censorship, diverce, homosexuality, and
volunlary euthanosio often in the teath of appositon from
rel QIoTIsH The Humanist movement plaved a promineni rale in
fhe campaign for homosewal law refarm which led fa the Sexua
Orfences Act of 1967 and the more recent equalization of the age
of consent for goy men. It hos consistently backed calls for further
orms, including onfi-discrimination and partnarship legisation

Education - Humanists believe thal education shauld be given o
high prarnty in the allocation of notionol resources. Schools and
colleges should model themselves os for as possible en the Open
Society, plocing the minimem of relionce on aulhaniarion
methods. Educatten should net avoid questions of social
COnroversy since this divoroes education from real life and
perpetuates the social divisions which it should be prepared o
fockle. 11 is essential to provide children with an insight inte sexual
matters including homosexuolity. They should be tought aboul
different systems of belief and atfitudes to merality in an objecive
fair and balanced way, and allowed fo moke a personal choice
|:u_-1-.-.--,':|_5r'| fthem. The BOal reguirémens Fr_‘ul on act {3| WwWorship
schools each doy should be ended and the school assembly used in
@ Wiy whach will invalee all children.

Religion - Humanists ocknowledge that for many peaple religion
provides subsiontiol emectional support, but they consider that
baliaf i the supernatural is irrelevant to the deve opment af moral
and social values. They object to the otternpts by some religionists
to impose their values on everyong in the conviction thet moral
behaviour can be based only on the leachings in some oncient

“holy” book.

HUMAN RIGHTS BEFORE RELIGION

Almost all of the rights we have gained in recent
years, from an equal age of consent, to equality in
delivery of goods and services, the repeal of clause
28, adoption rights for same-sex couples and the
right to have our relationships recognised and
protected by Civil Partnerships, have been won in the
face of fierce religious opposition strengthened by
the privileging of religion by the state.

In other countries, barbarous religious laws
decree the imprisonment and even the execution of
gays and in the UK religiously motivated
homophobia can lead to violence against LGBT
people.

While not all religious leaders and followers are
homophobie, the sad truth is that, especially in
countries like Britain, almost all organised
homophobia is religiously motivated. What's more, it
is the more extreme 'fundamentalist’ versions of
religion that seem to be advancing fastest.

Most religions base their 'morality’ on texts which

were written centuries or millennia ago, reflecting
the harsh and primitive conditions of their times.

Humanists believe that morality ean only be
based on human nature and human experience and
on our wonderful ability both to learn from our own
and others' experience, and to empathise and
imagine ourselves in the positions of others.

Humanists recognise that sexual activity and
affection between those of the same sex is to be found
throughout the animal kingdom, and is entirely
natural.

They also see same sex relationships as a valid
means of expressing love, and as such believe that
people entering into such relationships have exactly
the same rights and responsibilities towards each
other asdostraight couples.

Accordingly humanists have been to the fore in all
recent and current campaigns to protect the rights of
gay people both in Britain and overseas for over half a
century.




are victs MSy

not criminals




JOIN GALHA TODAY

GALHA membership is open to all lesbians, gay men, bisexual and transgender people who broadly
subscribe fo the Humanist outlook and are concerned about LGBT rights. It is also open to any
heterosexual Humanists wishing to offer their moral or financial support.

GALHA provides a fellowship and veice for the many non-religious in the LGBT community. We aim to promate
an awareness and understanding of the Humanist outlook in the community, as well as bringing gay and
lesbian rights to the attention of our kindred Humanist organisations. GALHA plays a part in the campaign fo
combat prejudice and discrimination against LGBT people and to achieve our complete equality with
heterosexuals. We also take up issues of concern to Humanists. We lobby MPs and raise issues in the media. We
make submissions to government committees and respond to government consultative documents concerning
LGBT and Humanist rights, as well os participating in demaonstrations and rallies concerning these rights.
GALHA also stands up to the many religious organisations who oppose LGBT equality.

promoting a rational, humanist approach

to homosexuality and gay, lesbian, bisexual

and transgender rights as human rights
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