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FORMBY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

July, 1962.
To the Chairman and llembers of the
Urban District Council of Formby.

Madam Chairman, Councillor lrs. Beeston and Gentlemen,

It is again my privilege to present the Annual
Report on the health and sanitary conditions of the Urban
District of Formby.

8 a residential district Formby has much to
commend it. Surrounded by a green belt it is delightfully
situated and within easy access to Liverpool or Southport

Many people are being attracted to the district
and are making their homes here as more land becomes
available for well planned residential development.

A record number of 405 houses were constructed
during 1961.

The 1961 census shows the population of Formby as
11,730 and it may be expected that this will be doubled
within the next twenty years.

The general health of the district has remained good.

There was a substantial increase in the number of
births, giving a total for the year of 235 and a rate of
20.1 per 1,000 population, this being above the National
average.

The decline in the incidence of tuberculosis continues
and there were no deaths from this disease during the year.
Of the three cases of Poliomyelitis notified, one proved to
be fatal. None of the patients had been immunised.

The publicity given to Poliomyelitis immunisation on
Merseyside was reflected in the greatly increased number of
people availing themselves of the facilities offered in Formby
by the Lancashire County Council and the local medical
Practitioners.

Mortality from all causes showed an increase of
4O over last year's total. Heart disease, vascular lesions
of the nervous system and cancer were the principal causes
of death.
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Further progress has been made on the construction of
the new Sewage Disposal Works, which is now nearing completion.

A 8cheme for the drainage of the unsewered parts of
the eastern area of the district was prepared by Consulting
Engineers and has now been approved in principle by the
Ministry of Housing and Local Government. This will, in due
course, enable most premises at present served by pail closet,
. cesspool or septic tank to have the advantages of main

drainage.
L]

It is encouraging to report the foregoing progress
which has been achieved towards a satisfactory solution to the
problems of sewage disposal from those dwellings situated in
undrained areas. This is particularly difficult in a district
like Formby where the sub-soil is mostly sand and the sub-
surface water table extremely high.

The monthly records of atmospheric deposits as shown
by the standard gauge are fairly satisfactory and these have
been tabulated for comparative purposes.

In one new estate of about 300 houses, all dwellings
are fitted with oil fired central heating and the area is
practically smokeless. This could form the nucleus of the
first smoke control area.

Year by year additional legislation is passed, often

adding to the amount and diversity of the work of the department.

This is shown in the various sections of the Report.

I have to thank the Chairman of the Council, the
Chairman and Members of the Health and Highways Committee for
their support, and the staff for their ready assistance,

I am, Madam Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Beeston
and Gentlemen,

Your cobedient Servant,

M. G. GARRY,

Mediecal Officer of Health.























































NON~-URGENT CASES.

Bursecough Crosby Maghull Total

8 2,039 27 2,074

Home Help Service.

There have been increasing demands for this service,
which is provided by the County Council for helping with
household duties in cases of confinement, sickness, infirmity
or other difficulties,

Losn of Nursing Equipment.

Persons being nursed at home and who are in need of
narsing equipment may obtain this on loan, by application to
the Divisional Health Office, the District Nurse or Medical
Practitionzr attending the case.

Welfare of the Aged, Infirm and Homeless.

Residential and temporary accommodation is provided
for people in need of care and attention by the Lancashire
County Counecil in their own Institutions or in suitable
voluntary homes. One of the voluntary homes, "Maryland' -
for the elderly - is situated in the district and has
accommodation for twenty-two persons.

"Hurs twood," a large detached house which was
purchased by the Formby Urban District Council and converted
into thirteen self-contained flats for elderly people has now
been in operaticn for over two years, with considerable
success. The premises are supervised by a resident housemother
and administered by a Ccmmittee formed by the Council with
members co-opted from the Formby Council of Social Welfare,

Voluntary Welfare Organisations.

Valuable and important work is still being done
by voluntary organisations, and many gaps are filled by these
enthusiastic unpaid workers.,

The Formby Council of Social Welfare was formed to
act as a central co-ordinating body for all the voluntary
social and welfare organisations in the district. Its aims
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are to promote the welfare of the community and to render
advice and assistance to all persons in difficulty, need,
poverty or distress, regardless of age, sex or religious
belief. About twenty-eight local organisations are
represented on this body.

Laboratory Fscilities.

Pathological specimens and samples of food or water
for examination are sent to the Public Health Laboratory
Service, Liverpool. The analysis of rainwater collected in
the atmospheric deposit gauge is done by the County Analyst
at Preston.

Disinfection.

Disinfection of bedding, clothing, etc., is carried
out after infectious disesse or on special request.

Articles are removed to the Sparkhall Disinfector in
the Council Depot. The method of disinfection used in this
apparatus is by the vapourisation of a fluid having a high
Pideal={lalker co-efficient. After a period the chamber is
cleared of the gas by means of an extractor fan.

Fifty-six articles of bedding, clothing and books
were treated. Rooms, when reguired, are disinfected by
formaldehyde. This is produced by the addition of potassiunm
permanganate ciystals to a 4O per cent solution of formalin.
In the ensuing reaction sufficient heat is generated to cause
violent boiling with the evaporation of the bulk of the
solution. The room is left sealed for at least three hours,

Sanitary Circumstances of the District.

Water Supply - Piped water is supplied to the district by the
West Lencashire Water Board (previously known as the Southport
and District Water Board), and continues to be satisfactory,
becth in quality and gquantity. The sources of supply comprise
pumping stations with deep wells, headings and boreholes sunk
in the new red szndstone formation in the Bickerstaffe and
Aughton area.

The mains supplying Formby vary in size from 3" to
14" internal diasmeter, The water, although hard in character,
is of the highest standard of organic and bacterial purity.
Seven samples of water were taken in the district and submitted
for bacteriological examination. A1l were reported as
Satisfactory.
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Work on the reconstruction of the Sewage Disposal
Works is now nearing completion. This is estimated to cost
about £128,000., The amended scheme now being constructed
was prepared by Consulting Engineers and will give full
treatment of the sewage before discharge by a new outfall
inte the River Alt. When the new Works are completed, sewage
will pass through a screening chamber into a2 detritus tank
where the heavy organic solids will settle, The sewage will
then be lifted by means of electrically operated centrifugsl
pumps into four sedimentation tanks and three storm water
tanks having a total capacity of 388,000 gallons. In the
event of any failure of the electricity supply, it is arranged
that one pump shall have as an alternative a stand-by diesel
engine designed for automatic starting, which would come into
use when required at any time during the day or night.

Sewage is retained in the tanks from six to eight
hours, where the sludge will settle to be drawn off at
intervals to the drying beds. The water from the tanks is
later discharged into one of the three filter beds, each
measuring 120 ft. in diameter, and dosed by a rotating
distributor. The effluent from the percolating filters is
to be oollected into a channel around the bed and discharged
into humus tanks., Finally, it passes over a weir into a
channel leading to the River Alt,.

A scheme has been prepared by Consultants for the
drainage of the unsewered area to the east of the district.
This has now been approved by the linistry and it is hoped
that at least the preliminary work will be commenced shortly.

Cesspools and Septic Tanks.

The Council have no facilities for the emptying of
cesspools and do not undertake this service,

Sanitary Accommodation.

Number of houses with pail closets 145
Number of houses with W.C's. draining to
cesspools or septic tanks 360
Number of houses with W.C's. on main
drainage sl el

Replacement of pail closets, etc.

Number of premises where pail closets have
been converted to water closets

during 1961 6
Number of cesspools abolished and drainage
connected to sewer 16
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Testing of Drains.

The inspeetion and testing of all house drainage
work is carried out by the Health Department and complete
records are kept.

Three hundred and eleven drain tests were carried
out during the year.

Two smoke machines are in use and the drains are
filled with smoke under light pressure, any leak being readily
observed.

In addition to the machines provided by the Council,
the larger building contractors have been encouraged to obtain
their own machines, which remain on the site and are always
available for tests. This not only saves time and transport
costs but means that tests can be quickly arranged, thus
reducing the probability of damage by leaving new drainage
work lying exposed in open trenches., Owing to the high
sub—-surface water table in the area, it is often neeessary
to use de-watering plant which is generally extremely noisy
in operation. In these circumstances it is a great advantage
to be able to test at short notice.

Although pitch impregnated fibre pipes are permitted,
all drainage has so far been carried out in salt glazed spigot
and socket pipes to B.S.S. These are jointed by tarred
gaskin, tightly caulked, the remaining joint being filled with
cement mortar, A rapid hardening additive is sometimes used
in the cement to get a "quick set" in cases where ground water
may be seeping into the trench.,

Shops Act, 1950, Sec.38.

The Administration of those parts of the Act
enforceable by the Council, relating to sanitary accommodation,
heating and ventilation has been carried out, 146 visits being
made for the purpose. In six cases minor infringements were
noted and remedied by informal action.

Inspectorial duties assigned by the Lancashire County
Council are also undertaken, relating to hours of employment
of young persons, inspection of records and notices, means of
lighting, washing facilities and seating accommodation for
female assistants.

The provisions of the Act relating to hours of

closing for shops are administered by the Lancashire County
Council.
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Factories Act, 19%7.

There are 57 factories on the register to which
Section 7 of the Act applies. This relates to the provision
and maintenance of sufficient and suitable sanitary
conveniences, One hundred and twelve visits were made and
three notices served for contraventions.

Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6 relate to cleanliness,
overcrowding, temperature, ventilation and drainage of floors
and are only administered by the local asuthority where
mechanical power is not used. These sections apply to four
premises in this district.

Rag PFlock and Other Filling Material Act, 1951.

This Act provides for the registration of premises
where rag flock or other filling material is used in
upholstering or in the manufacture of bedding, toys, etc.,
and prescribes standards of cleanliness for the filling
material. There are no premises at present registered in
this district.

Caravan Sites - Public Health Act, 1936. Sec. 269,

There are two main holiday sites which were licenced
for a total of 250 caravans, covering the pericd 1st March to
31 a8t Octiober. Both sites are pleasantly situated near the
shore and set amidst pinewoods,

The Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act,
1960, conferred effective powers for controlling sites,
introduced a new licencing system and also "lModel Standards.”
These new Model Standards relating to sanitary conditions have
not been rigidly applied but slightly modified in the light of
past experience and existing site conditions. The provision of
baths or showers is not considered necessary on either site
under present conditions, but additional water closets, wash-
basins, water standpipes and firepoints have been required.

Two other small seasonal sites have now been closed,

There are three caravans used for residential
purposes, the licences for which enure for the benefit of
their respective occupiers only.

Refuse Removal and Disposal.

The removal of house refuse is carried out under
the direction of the Surveyor. Two Shelvoke and Drewry
Refuse vehicles are employed.

Dustbins and pail closets are emptied weekly.
S < R


















inscluble matter is often blown sand, and much cf the soluble
deposit is due to salt spray.

of grit

Month to month variations can be considerable and
the "standard deviation" may be LO% of the reading.
variation is mostly due to fluctuations in meteorological
factors such as rainfall, speed and direction of wind and
turbulence of the atmosphere.
be a useful instrument for measuring the rates of deposits

and dust, it does not measure the most harmful part
of atmospherie pollution, i.e. smoke.

This

Whilst the deposit gauge may

A more useful piece of apparatus for the purpose of
measuring the daily concentration of smoke and suspended

impurities in the air would be the volumetric sulphur dioxide
and smoke filter apparatus.

Twelve observations were made on smoke emission but
no contraventions of the Dark Smoke (Permitted Periods)
Regulations were noted.

Month Rainfall,l pH Water - Water - Total i
inches. Value insoluble soluble Solids,
matter. matter, Tons per
Tons per Tong per sq.mile,
sg.mile. sg.mile,
1960 1961 |1960 16| 1960 1961 | 1960 1961] 1960 196t
denmary | U4.77| 53.74 | L.OY 5.7 5.58 | 3.05] 8.64} 8.un)12.,221 11,49
February | 1.89) 2,48 | L.1 ]| L.4] L4.54 | 4,97| 6.32]10.33]10.86]15.30
larch 1-51—} 0155 l’-i} 6.2 L|.¢65 9!?"4 Ll-SD 6469 9-&3 16-&5
April et 5025 Beal F.5l 2 tTl Li27l 758 5.23116.75) 9.50
llay 1,851 1.81 el] 4.3111.06 1 7.06) L.hkl 5.43]115.50]12.49
. June 0,791 1.73 | 5.2| 4.5 6.76| 7.15] 3.34l 3.11]10.1010.26
July Fe551 .43 | L4351 L.5] 7.85] 5.20110,3011066]18.15[15,86
August 3,054 35,40 } 4,5) 5,0 4.4l | 5.96} 5.L6] 8.11}] 9.90} 14.07
Sopbember 2080 1 227 1 .21 3.9 3.51 | 5.66] L.O04) .70} 7.55]10.36
October 2.95] 3.78 Ao R T N AT 6.1616.16] 9.93110.33
November | 5.63 ] 2.52 4.2 L4l 4.95]12.95]|18.25|8.74123.18] 11 .69
December | 3,39 | 3.03 L h.1| 225 F9iBli111.861 8.1 1. 111 18.45]
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this persistent pest.

The usual crop of requests to "get rid" of ants,
bees and wasps were received and assistance given,

Adulteration of Food.

Sixty-two samples of foods were obtained and
submitted for analysis by the Lancashire County Council,
Details of these are given below :-

Food. No. of Samples.
Plain flour ... .. .w e .. -ew ---1
Margarine e ha ik . > on oy
Semolina LI ] ® a & # o @ L ] L il'l'JF
Arrowroot i reig i e i |
white Pepper LA * ® & LN B ] L LB B L I ] 1
Tahile Salt ... P Y e T e S
Curry Powder .. g &% e o s S wavl
Vinegar e s sk R Soeis & oot
Salad CI‘EHIII "o e [ . v P .aw .3
Table Jelly ... Y e e P Py
B&I‘l’aﬂ' LR LI i EF LI ] L LR L ‘1'
Rice i L SRR e T it i e |
Tea " ## - ® @ & & o & # 4 L L L B 1
I'-‘!ilk e "o a ' PR o« w4 e " h'l

All these samples were reported by the County
Analyst to be genuine with the exception of one informal
sample of milk which was found to be 5% deficient in fat.
The producer was cautioned and a further sample obtained,
which proved to be satisfactory.

The Diseases of Animals (Waste Foods) Order, 1957.

The Lancashire County Council delegated the
administration of this Order to the Council, Its object
is to prevent the spread of foot and mouth disease, swine
fever, foul pest and other diseases., The Order prohibits
the feeding of unboiled waste foods to certain animals and
poultry. Collectors of waste foods for animal and poultry
feeding must obtain a licence. This imposes on them the
obligation to use an approved boiling plant, which is inspected
periodically. All waste food collected must be boiled for at
least one hour.

There are seven premises at which licenced plant
can be operated. lany pig-breeders have discontinued the
use of waste foods, having found other foodstuffs more
suitable, cleaner and easier to handle. Twelve visits of
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