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TABLE 1II.

Showing Birth Rates, Death Rates, and Infantile Mortality
Rates for Farnworth since 1912, compared with
England and Wales.

I Infantile

. Birth Rates. Death Rates. = Mortality Rates.

Bogland | Fam. [England | Fam- |England | Fam-
Year. & Wales  worth & Wales worth i&: Waiesi worth

| | |
012 | 339 | 227 | 130 125 | 95 109
1913  24.1 22 4 13.5 150 | 108 215
1914 | 238 @ 23.1 137 = 143 105 | 122
1915  21.9 198 | 148 183 | 110 | 172
1916 = 209 185 | 134 15.1 91 | 104
1917 | 17.8 18.4 135 16.1 9% | 112
1918 | 177 18.1 17.1 17.1 87 | 113
1919 | 185 17.0 13.3 16.9 89 127
1920 254 24.2 12.1 12.9 80 125
1921 | 224 | 288 | 15 | 125 | 88 | 90
1922 | 206 186 | 129 13.0 77 | 68
1923 = 197 178 | 116 | 120 69 69
1924 18.8 iZae' | 122 11.7 75 | 103
jogs | 183 | 172 | 122 | 124 | 5 | %
1926 | 178 | 150 | 116 | 12| 720 | 9%
il g7 | 164 | 123 | 125 @ | 78
1928 167 14.3 11.7 11.4 65 75
1929 | 168 | 135 | 134 14.6 74 | o7
1930  16.3 14.0 ' 11.4 11.4 |70
1931 15.8 123 | 123 12.6 66 84
1932 153 14.2 12.0 11.3 65 89
1933  14.4 11.5 12.3 142 | 64 97
1934 | 14.8 13.2 11.8 | 11.5 | §B 72
1935 | 147 12.9 11.7 12.2 | 57 68
1936 @ 148 12.8 12.1 12.7 59 63
1937 | 149 12.6 124 | 13.1 N PR T
1938 | 15.1 12.4 11.6 12.9 53 60
|
|

























17

Part taken by the Local Authority in regard to Hospitals: —
(1) FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS,

(a) Bolton Infirmary.
Tonsils and adenoids, 25/- per case, plus 7/6 for each night
detained in hospital.

(b) Townleys Hospital.
Maternity cases—3 guineas per week.
Puerperal pyrexia—3 guineas per week.
(¢) Orthopaedic Hospitals.
IFarnworth has joined in the County Scheme for treatment.
(2) AnNuaL CONTRIBUTIONS.

Bolton Infirmary e A2 ) )
St. Mary's Hospital, Manchester 10 10 0O
Manchester Royal Infirmary ... 30 0 0
Salford Royal Hospital 21 0 0
Manchester Children's an-.pltal 7 0 0
Manchester Royal Eye Hospital 3 3 0
Manchester & Salford Hospital for Skin Diseases 5 5 0
Roval Albert Institution for the Feeble-minded,

Lancaster. | A
Christie Cancer Hﬂﬁpltal & Holt Radium Institute 25 0 0
Manchester Victoria Memorial Jewish Hospital ... 1 1 0
Manchester Northern Hospital ... PR I S

Ambulance Facilities.

(a) For infectious cases—Salford Corporation Hospital motor
ambulance.

(b) For non-infectious and accident cases—Two motor am-
bulances kept at the Fire Station.
The ambulance services are satisfactory.

Institutional Provision for Unmarried Mothers, Illegitimate
Infants and Homeless Children.

No institution exists in the area for the reception of unmarried
mothers and illegitimate infants. If they are destitute they are
received into Townleys. With regard to homeless children, these are
provided for by the Public Assistance Committee, who own 10
Cottage Homes, with certified accommodation for 131 children.
Each home is under the charge of a foster-mother, who is responsible
for its good conduct. The children are kept until they are 14. On
reaching the age of 14 they are interviewed by the Juvenile
Employment Officer, who takes steps to secure suitable employment
for them. In most cases they are sent to other districts, and are
looked after by an A'ter-care Committee in the district to which
they are transferred.

The children are frequently examined at the school medical
inspections, and the School Medical Officer’s reports on their nutrition
and general cleanliness have been uniformly satisfactory. Any
medical defects found receive prompt attention,
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Tabular Summary of the Work of the Sanitary

Department during the Year.

Wards:— | South [North | S.E.
Notices :—Preliminary notices served 82 | 174 57
Statutory notices served il o I8 28 9
Visits -—Abatement of nuisances ... = 8| 453 | 130
Housing inspections and re-visits ... 816 (1780 | 351
Infectious diseases ... 17 13 26
Cowsheds, Dairies or Mﬂk;e.hupe. 11 12 12
Ice Cream premises ... 4 2 2
Factories, Workshops and Wurkp]aces 13 10 3
Slaughtarhnuses S 23 | 210 36
Food preparing premises ... 9 3 23
Butchers' shops and stalls ... 7| 4 26
Meat vehicles... : ol B 2 4
Bake-houses ... wes] 28 41 26
Offensive trades | 3 — 13
Overcrowding ...| 68 15 19
Shops under Shops Actq | 30 18 65
Fish and Chip Shops 2| 15 7
Complaints re rats | 28 41 15
Disinfestations 17 19 11
Mortuary - — -—
Houses :—
Roofs repaired or reslated . 36 | 37 12
External Walls repointed or rcbmll 62 | 139 16
Chimney stacks repaired or rebuilt 12 ‘ 23 8
Eaves gutters repaired or renewed.. 8§ | 14 4
Rainwater down-pipes repaired or renewed 3 3 3
N ,» disconnected from drains 2 3 2
= ,. discharged into new i
cross-gutters, 2 13 2
Walls provided with a damp-proof course | 56 68 34
Ground floors relaid .. 44 @ 147 22
Staircases repaired or hand-rails pruwde ‘ 21 61 16
Fire ranges or ovens repaired or renewed 6 | 35 5
Windows repaired, renewed, or made to open, 51 | 121 18
Wash-boilers renewed or brickwork I‘&pdll’[d 3 | 13 2
New Sinks provided 4 | 25 4
Walls and ceilings replastered or I‘Epal.l‘f:d 156 | 304 38
Walls and ceilings decorated - | 158 | 312 39
Bedroom floorboards repaired or renewed .' 14 | 56 10
Doors repaired or renewed o I 53 4
Drains opened, cleansed and relieved 3 2 3
W.C.’s provided with water : 4 6 4
W.C. cisterns repaired or renewed 6 3 2
W.W.C.’s converted to F.W.C.'s ... 1 3 1
Drains repaired or relaid 3 3 2
Dust bins renewed ... 46 20 27
Yards paved .. 33 63 12
Offensive a,ccnmuldtmns removed . 3 2 2
Animals kept so as to be a nuisance — — 1
New Sink waste pipes provided 6 10 3
Yard Gates repaired or renewed ... 7 14 4
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Maternity and Child Welfare Department.

1. Health Visiting.

The Council employs 2 fully-trained Health Visitors who devote
the whole of their time to the Maternity & Child Welfare Service. One
of their principal dutiesis to visit newly-born children for the purpose
of advising mothers in regard to the feeding and care of their infants.
Home visitation is of vital importance, as some mothers do not bring
their children to the clinic. Scientific knowledge must therefore be
carried to the homes. Mothers are urged to acquire the “clinic habit”
so that babies may be regularly weighed and kept under observation,
for it is chiefly in this way that early defects are discovered. In
spite of every encouragement, however, there are mothers who, from
one cause or another, will not come to the centre. Repeated visits
are paid during the first year of the baby's life, and thereafter as
often as may be deemed necessary until the child arrives at school

. Reference to page 45 will show the number and nature of
the wvisits paid during 1938.

2. The Welfare Clinic.

The clinic is open on three afternoons each week, when both
Health Visitors are in attendance. The Medical Officer attends on
one of the afternoons for consultation.

A feature of the work at the clinic is the regular weighing of the
babies. It cannot be too strongly emphasised that loss of weight is
often the first, and, indeed, is frequently the only indication that a
child is not making progress. Lectures and talks on health topics
are given and in this and other ways it is sought to inculcate the
principles of a healthy way of life.

The various brands of dried milk, are sold to mothers at cost
price; and under the Council's scheme milk—liquid and
dried—is supplied free (in necessitous cases) to expectant and nursing
mothers; also to young children up to two vears of age, and as from
Ist April, 1938, to all children between two and five (on the Medical
Officer's Certificate) who are not in attendance at an Elementary
School.

The social side of the work is also encouraged. Mothers are
supplied with tea and cakes at a small cost, and they have the oppor-
tunity of friendly intercourse with one another.

QOur best thanks are again due to the voluntary helpers who have
devoted so much of their time and energy to welfare work.
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5. Home Helps.

The Council undertakes to provide Home Helps for mothers at
the time of their confinement. A register of women who are suitable
and available for such services is kept at the office. The Help takes
over the ordinary household duties, and in this way relieves the
mother of responsibility during her period of disablement. A
definite scale of charges has been drawn up. Six Home Helps were
supplied during the year, and all agreed to pay according to scale.

6. Maternity Cases.

Arrangements exist with Townleys Hospital, whereby any woman
can be admitted for her confinement. Payment is made according
to her means. 38 cases were admitted to Townleys during the year.

7. Puerperal Pyrexia.

The following arrangements, which were approved by the Ministry
of Health, have been made by the Farnworth Council :—

(1) second opinion—Dr. Scott, of Bolton, has been
appointed at a fee of {2 2s. per consultation.

(b) bacteriological examinations can be carried out at the
Public Health Laboratory, Manchester.

(c) hospital treatment—cases are admitted to Townleys
Hospital, provided there is accommodation available,
at the rate of 3 guineas per week per patient.

(d) skilled nursing—this i1s carried out by the District
Nursing Association at a cost to the Council of 1/6 per
visit.

8. Maternal Mortality.

During the year enquiries were made into the deaths of two
expectant mothers. Both had suffered from chronic diseases which
were assigned by the Registrar-General as the cause of death. There
were therefore no deaths attributable to maternity during the year.

The risks attending pregnancy are considerable, and I would
strongly urge medical men and midwives to insist on all their
pregnant patients having at least one expert examination during the
expectant period.

9, Infant Life Protection.

Under the Local Government Act of 1929, the duties in connec-
tion with infant life protection, which were formerly discharged by
the Guardians, have been transferred to those local authorities
who are responsible for maternity and child welfare. The **Children
and Young Persons Act,” 1933, has introduced a few more admin-
istrative {:hangea Briefly, the local authority is now responsible for
the supervision up to the age of nine years of all children who
are maintained “for reward.”

The Health Visitors were appointed by the Council to be the
Infant Life Protection Visitors, and they pay regular visits to the
children.

At the end of the year there were only four children on the
Register.
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