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To THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL.

Mr, Mayor, Madam and Gentlemen,

I present the Annual Report on the health of the Borough,
together with the Senior Public Health Inspector’s report, for the
year 1956.

Every year it becomes more apparent that epidemics from
infectious disease are now infrequent. The whooping cough and
measles of childhood years are still present, but it is hoped that
whooping cough immunisation, the figures for which are steadily
rising in the Borough, will in ten or fifteen years time relegate
whooping cough to the group of now rare diseases. Measles epidemics
will still occur from time to time as an active immunity to this
disease can only be given by an attack of the disease itself.

It is ten years since a case of diphtheria occurred in the normal
population of Farnworth.

Scarlet fever and measles when they do occur, are no longer
the serious infections they were thirty or more years ago.

Dysentery is not uncommon throughout the country and during
1956 there were one hundred and fifty-eight cases notified. The
causative organism it the Shiga Sonnei and the discase, apart from
a day or two of diarrhoea, is not incapacitating. However, infection
is readily spread and that almost entirely from lack of personal
hygiene. Frequent hand washing, essential after a wvisit to the
lavatory, or after attendance on a sufferer from the disease, is all
that is required to stamp out an epidemic,

Food poisoning due to Salmonella Typhi-murium was respon-
sible for twenty-one cases, all widely separated and without any
apparent common source of infection. The small outbreak was
sudden, short lived and without incident.

Two cases of paralytic poliomyelitis occurred during the year,
one a young married woman over twenty-one and the other a girl
of fifteen. A third case occurred in a nurse at the Bolton District
General Hospital which is within the Borough. This case was not
a resident of the town.

A start was made during the year on the large Slum Clearance
rogramme. How difficult this problem of clearing away unfit
ouses has become!

Unless a number of houses at an economic rent to the wage
earner can be built commensurate with the people needing houses
and with those to be rehoused from demolished houses, slum clear-
ance 1s a shadow without substance.
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MORTUARY

The public mortuary, situated in Gas Street, is the responsibility
of the Health Committee, but its use is mainly determined by the
County police.

M

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

PREPARATION, SALE AND STORAGE OF FooD
318 inspections under this heading again revealed the need for

improvements to bring the premises up to the standard required by
the Food Hygiene Regulations.

In many cases only informal action was necessary but most
important of all an inspection of this nature affords an opportunity
to bring to the notice of employees the fundamental principles of
food handling.

MILK SUPPLY

The number of milk distributors registered by the local authority

at the end of the year was as follows: —

s T T S e S 2
Elsntaems 18 the district ......c...c0c0eeveinennnn, 6
SEEBEOther Than dairies . _...........cocoesienes 150
Premises outside the district .........cvvoeviiiiiveiininnn. 3

Fourteen dealers’ licences to retail tuberculin tested milk were
issued.,

The number of licences to retail heat treated mulk was 14 for
pasteurised and 148 for sterilised milk.

Fifteen samples of raw milk were taken for examination for the
presence of tuberculosis, all of which were satisfactory. Three
samples of pasteurised milk passed the phosphatase test.

Ice CrEAM

Four premises are registered as being suitable for the manu-
facture of ice cream and were so used during the year,

~ Fourteen premises were registered during the year for the salc
of ice cream, making a total of 120 registered in Farnworth.

Twenty-seven inspections of ice cream dealers’ and manufac-
turers’ premises were made during the year.

PRESERVED Foop

Ninety-eight inspections were made of premises vsed in connec-
tion with the sale of preserved food. Twenty-eight such premises
are registered in Farnworth.

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS

Two private slaughter-houses are licensed in the Borough, only
one of which was actually in use by the end of the year.

All the animals slaughtered were inspected, and there follows
a table of the number of animals inspected and the amount of
meat condemned.






























