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URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF FAREHAM

PuBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
130 WEST STREET,
FAREHAM, HANTS.
(Telephone: Fareham 2431).
April 1960,

To the Chairman and Councillors of the Urban District of Fareham

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report of the Public
Health Department for the year 1959.

The population (56,840) as estimated by the Registrar-General
once again shows a large increase, 2,700, on our 1958 population.
The natural increase, 481, has helped but immigration is mainly
responsible for the ccmtinuing growth in our population. The
number of births registered, 1,074, is the largest ever here and this
is the first time that more than 1,000 births have been recorded in
Fareham. The birth rate, 18.90 per 1.000 population, and the cor-
rected birth rate of 18:33 per 1,000 population are both higher
than the figure of 16°5 per 1,000 population for England and Wales.

The crude death rate, 10.43 per 1,000 population, is well below
that of 11.6 per 1,000 population for England and Wales, but the
corrected death rate of 12.09 per 1,000 population is higher than the
rate for England and Wales. Of the total 593 deaths from all causes
230 (38-79%,) were persons aged 75 years or over. The infant
mortality rate of 19.55 per 1,000 live births is much lower than that
of 22.0 per 1,000 for England and Wales. Of the 21 infant deaths
13 occurred in the first week of life, most resulting from prematurity
or congenital defects.

Study of the Registrar-General’s short list of causes of deaths
shows that diseases of the heart and blood vessels and malignant
; are the chief causes of the deaths. Tuberculosis, once one
of the principal killing diseases, accounted for only two deaths
here in 1959. Earlier diagnosis and the discovery of effective treat-
ment both preventive and curative have helped to cure Tuberculosis
and it is to be hoped that medical science will soon triumph in the
battle against malignant neoplasms and coronary disease.
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During the year 1,104 cases of infectious diseases were notified
and of that number 981 were Measles. Thirty-one cases of Whoopi
Cough were notified, an increased incidence from 1958, and one
case in an unvaccinated child proved fatal. Whuopmg cough is
most dangerous in the very young and the protective vaccine should
be used in early infancy. Three cases of Acute Poliomyelitis were
notified: two adults who were not eligible for anti-poliomyelitis
vaccine and the third an unvaccinated child aged eight years. The
dry, warm summer and autumn of 1959 failed to produce the ex-
pected high incidence of Poliomyelitis in this country and the recent
large-scale vaccination practised has proved its worth. The number
of young children immunised against Poliomyelitis is at a satisfactory
level but in the older age groups the response has been poor. Polio-
myelitis is no longer a disease of infants and when it attacks older
groups it tends to be more virulent and consequently more serious
in its effects. No case of Diphtheria has been notified during the
year but small epidemics were reported in parts of the country
:l.rh?‘e Ijhc numbers of children immunised against Diphtheria h

eclined.

Valuable assistance continues to be given to the aged and infirm
by the local voluntary bodies such as the Old People’s Welfare
Committees, the British Red Cross Society and the Women's
Voluntary Service. The Local Authority services, mainly supplied
by the Welfare Officer, district nurses, health visitors and home
helps, enable many of our aged folks to live quite comfortably and,
even more important, happily in their own homes. g

While the numbers dying from Tuberculosis have rapidly
diminished in recent years the incidence of the disease has not shown
a proportionate decline. Tuberculosis is a chronic disease which
can lead to social and economic problems. In an attempt to supple-
ment the help given by the National Assistance Board a Tuber-

culosis After-Care Committee was formed here fmrly recently.
This Committee, with its financial and material assistance in
necessitous cases, helps many of the patients on their road to re-
covery.

On the 14th June 1959, the House Purchase and Housing Aect,
1959, came into force and marks a further stage in the development
of the Government policy of encouraging house ownership and
raising housing standards. Part I of the Act provides for Excheque!
funds to be made available to various building societies to enable
them to make more and bigger loans for the purchase and improve-
ment of pre-1919 houses. Part II of the Act introduces a new sys .4...
of Standard Grants and supplements the present system of Improve-
ment Grants paid at the discretion of local authorities.
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Section 1
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Area of District—18,352 acres.

Population—Registrar-General’s estimate of population for 1959—
56,840.

Number of Inhabited Houses at end of 1959—]7 330.
Rateable Value at 1st April 1959—£655,178.
Sum Represented by a Penny Rate (1959-60)—£2.750.

SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR

(1) LIVE AND STILL BIRTHS, Etc.
Total Deaths and Deaths from Special Causes 1959

Male Female Total

Live Births:
Total registered .. - A S (555 519 1,074
Legitimate oF L EAE 1. 10535 495 1,031
Illegitimate. ol =, 5 = 19 24 43
Still Births:
Total registered .. o & e 12 7 19
Legitimate i - s g 12 6 18
Illegitimate G s ol 2 — ] ]
Deaths:
Total registered .. s » izl 333 0261 593
Infants under 1 year (total) .. e 12 9 21
Infants under 1 year (legitimate) A% 12 9 21
Infants under 1 year (illegitimate) £ — - =
Neonatal deaths (under 4 weeks) 2 7 8 15
Early neonatal deaths (under 1 week) .. 6 7 13

Maternal Mortality:
Pregnancy, childbirth and abortion .. —

Deaths from Special Causes:
Tuberculosis (all forms)
Pulmonary Tuberculosis
Other forms of Tuberculosis
Malignant Neoplasms
Pneumonia ..

Whooping Cough
Measles .. g
Diphtheria
Poliomyelitis
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Section 1I

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE
AREA

(@) Laboratory Facilities

Full facilities are available through the Public Health Laboratory
Service for the bacteriological examination of water supplies and
other investigations. Chemical examinations are done by arrange-
ment with the Public Analyst, Portsmouth.

(h) Ambulance Facilities

All requests for ambulance transport in the area are dealt with
by the County Ambulance Station at the Tannery, North Wallington
(Telephone Fareham 2170) where all ambulances are radio-con-
trolled. The County Council has an agreement with the City of
Portsmouth whereby all calls for the removal of infectious cases
are passed to the latter authority’s ambulance service for attention.

(¢) Clinies

The following services in connection with tuberculosis, mater-
nity and child welfare, orthopaedics, etc., are provided by the County
Council and the Regional Hospital Board at clinics and treatment
centres in the area:—

(1) Tuberculosis
St. Christopher’s Hospital, WEDNESDAYS
Wickham Road, FAREHAM 9.45 a.m. Patients previously
Tel. Fareham 2263 examined
2.00 p.m. A.P. Refills
THURSDAYS
9.45 a.m. Patients previously
examined

2.00 p.m. New patients

One evening session, second Wednesday each month, at 5.30—
7 p.m. (by appointment).

{2} Venereal Diseases

Saint Mary’s Hospital, MALES
Milton, PORTSMOUTH Tuesdays and 10 a.m.—12 noon
Tel. Portsmouth 22331 Thursdays 5 pm.~ 7 p.m.
FEMALES
Mondays 5 pom.~ 7 p.m.

Wednesdays 2 p.m.— 4 p.m.
Fridays 10 a.m.-12 noon
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Relaxation Classes

County Council Health Centre, Wednesday afternoons
West Street, FAREHAM

Methodist Church Hall,
PORTCHESTER Tuesday afternoons

Village Hall, STUBBINGTON Wednesday afternoons

Institutional Provisions for Mothers and Children
(provided by the Regional Hospital Board):—
Blake Maternity Home, Gosport
Blackbrook House, Fareham
Saint Mary’'s Hospital, Portsmouth

(5) School Medical Inspections are arranged by the County Medical
Officer by appointment. School children can attend the County
Council Health Centre, West Street, Farcham, on first and third
Friday mornings for medical examination and advice only. (No
treatment).

(6) Child Guidance

The Gables, Tuesday afternoons
Spring Garden Lane, Fridays, all day
(GOSPORT (Attendance by appointment only)

(7) Dental Clinic

Held at the County Council Health Centre, West Street,
Fareham, Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, all day, and
Tuesday and Friday mornings. An evening session is held Mondays

and Tuesdays, 5-7 p.m. (Attendance by appointment from the
County Dental Officer).

(8) Eye Clinic

Held at St. Christopher’s Hospital, Wickham Road, Farcham,
the first and third Tuesdays each month. Attendance by appoint-
ment from the County Medical Officer.

(9) Orthopaedic Minor Clinic
County Council Health Centre,  Third Wednesdays, 10 a.m.,

West Street, FAREHAM | alternate months
Orthopaedic Surgeon’s Clinic
St. Christopher’s Hospital, The second Wednesday morning

Wickham Roap, FAREHAM in each month
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Orthopaedic Remedial Clinic

St. Christopher’s Hospital, Mondays and Thursdays, all day
Wickham Road, FAREHAM

The Surgeon’s Clinic and the Remedial Clinic are both the
responsibility of the Regional Hospital Board.

(10) Speech Therapy
County Council Health Centre, = Mondays and Thursdays, all day

West Street, FAREHAM Tuesday mornings
The Gables, Spring Garden Lane, Wednesdays and Fridays, all day
GOSPORT Tuesday afternoons

() Vaccination
Vaccination against Smallpox is carried out by General Medical

Practitioners free of charge under the National Health Services Act,
1946.

MNoOTE:—Parents are advised to have their children vaccinated
preferably at about the third month,

(e) Hospitals |

Apart from the Geriatric Unit at St. Christopher’s Hospital
there are no general hospitals in the Urban District. Hospital ser-
vices are available at Portsmouth, Southampton and Winchester;
the nearest is at Cosham, five miles away. Infectious disease cases
are sent to hospitals for infectious diseases at Portsmouth and
Southampton. Most of the maternity cases requiring hospital con-
finements are sent to Blackbrook Maternity Home, Fareham, but
quite a number from the district are admitted to Saint Mary’'s
Hospital, Portsmouth.

Special hospital facilities are provided for smallpox.

Treatment for tuberculosis is available at Chandler’s Ford
female cases and at Bishopstoke for male cases.

(f) Homes for the Aged

The Hampshire County Council provide residential &
modation for thirty-five aged persons at Uplands, Park
Farecham.
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Section 111
SANITARY CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

1. Water Supply

The Urban District is now supplied by two large Water Com-
panies as on the Ist October 1959 the Portsmouth and Gosport
Water Company took over the Fareham Water Works from this
Council. The number of houses and the approximate number of
persons supplied in the different Wards are as follows:—

(a) Portsmouth and Gosport Water Company — supplying
Fareham — 7,300 houses, 25,600 population.

(b) Portsmouth and Gosport Water Company — supplying
Portchester — 3,680 houses, 11,365 population.

(¢) Portsmouth and Gosport Water Company — supplying
Crofton — 2,049 houses, 5,552 population.

(d) Southampton Water Works — supplying Locks Heath,
Sarisbury, Titchfield and Warsash — 3,578 houses, 14,142
population.

Regular sampling of the treated water is carried out by the
Water Companies and also by this Department, and the results are
satisfactory. Each year the number of houses supplied by wells
lessens.

2. Drainage and Sewerage

As a result of the large number of houses built in the district
the Fareham Sewage Disposal Works cannot deal satisfactorily with
all the sewer contents and these works must be extended soon.

Ministry Inquiries were held on the Western Wards Main
Drainage Scheme and on Fareham Town’s Drainage Scheme during
the year and both schemes were approved by the Minister of Housing
and Local Government. When both schemes are completed main
drainage will be available in all the Wards of this large Urban
District.

3. Public Conveniences

Three new public conveniences with free hand-washing facilities
have been constructed on the popular Solent foreshore. Four
modern conveniences now exist on this comparatively short length
of coastline.
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7. Shops Act 1950

For the purpose of initial visits to new shops and to premises
where a change of occupier had occurred, 60 visits were made.
Stocks of the relevant notices are retained in the department for
sale to shop occupiers.

8. Moveable Dwellings

During the year twenty-five caravan licences were renewed and
four new licences issued.

The caravan sites continue to be satisfactorily maintained,
provision being available for 291 caravans on the ten licensed sites.

9. Pet Animals Act

Four licences were renewed under this Act during the year.
The Inspector of the R.S.P.C.A. assists in ensuring that the pro-
visions of the Act are observed.

10. Smoke Abatement

There are 185 factories in the Urban District, of which twelve
are smoke producing.

11. Offensive Trades

The only factory which carries on an offensive trade here was
visited weekly to ensure that a satisfactory standard of general
cleanliness was maintained on the site. Although the fumes from
the proc:essingﬂplant are passed through two cold water condensers
before being finally treated with chlorine gas, complaints about the
offensive smell from the works were received from nearby residents.
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C.—Proceedings under Sections 17 and 23 of the Housing
Act 1957:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made . . i 7

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of Demolition Orders \ -

(3) Number of dwelling-houses demolished after in-
formal action - r o .5

(4) Number of dwelling-houses demolished (Clear-
ance Areas) o5 i kY. i

D.—Pé'%eedings under Section 18 of the Housing Act,
1957 :—

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
made : 5 i - “f
(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit i = %

4. Rent Act 1957

Number of applications for certificates .
Number of decisions not to issue certificates
Number of decisions to issue certificates
(a) in respect of some but not all defects
(b) inrespect of all defects ..
Number of undertakings given by landlnrds
Number of undertakings refused by L.A.
Number of certificates issued ..
Number of inspections made for the purpm-.e
Applications by landlords to L.A. for cancellation of
certificates . 44
Objections by tenants to cancellation of certificates .
Dmmnns by L.A. to cancel in spite of tenants’ ob-
jection .. = =
Certificates cancelled by Local Authonty s
Certificates as to the remedying of defects specified i in a
landlord’s undertaking to remedy defects

12

24

16

17
10

10
T
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During the past year Council house construction in Fareham
has been at the maximum level allowed by the Government. The
total number of completions in 1959 dropped to 28, but with the
easing of restrictions a very sharp recovery has taken place resulting
in the number of houses under construction at the end of 1959 being
larger than at any time since the beginning of the post-war building
programme.

Included in current construction are 48 flats in two three-storey
blocks, and these flats are intended for single persons and childless
couples. The Council has, in previous years, found it impossible to
cater for this need. Erection of bungalows specially designed for
elderly tenants is continuing, 10 having been completed during 1959,
while a further 56 were under construction at the end of the year.
Some delay occurred in the conversion of a second property for the
use of older tenants for whom bungalows would not be suitable, but
completion of this work was well advanced by the end of the year.

Substantial progress was achieved in the further development of
economical forms of house construction.

Private Housing

The number of private dwellings built was 775 — 22 more than
in 1958. As in previous years many of their occupants came from
outside the Urban District area.
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(2) FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955
Sections 2 and 6 and the Labelling of Food Order 1953

The following samples were submitted for analysis:—

Foobs: Foobps:
Beef Extract Salad Cream 1
Beef Suet Sauces I
Biscuits Sausages and Sausage Meat 2
Blancmange Powder Soft Drinks 4
Bread ; Spices £ 1
Butter W Sugar Conff:clmn-::ry 6
Cake Cunf’ectmnery i Swedish Milk Diet 1
Cake and Pudding Mix .. Tea " I
Creamed Fish §s Tomato .Iu1-::c I
Creamed Fruit .. -
Canned Pease Puddmg ed

Canned Pudding ..

(Cerenls i DRruGs:

Chocolate Cake Cmrﬁ:rmg Cough Pastilles I
Cofles .. Health Salts I
Condensed Milk . Indigestion Tablets <y
Cream .. i Throat Tablets & PO
Custard Powder Vitamin Capsules 1
Dried Fruit ¥ Vitamin Tonic S I
Flavoured Milk .. Proprietary Medicines I
Fruit Curd G ;

Golden Glucose S}rrup i 9
Ice Cream Mix —
Jam i MILKS:

Jelly Preserves Ordinary .. »: 2o i)
Macaroni and Cheese Channel Island ' il L
Meat Paste - -
Meat Preparations 72

Mixed Herbs

Seven criticisms of labels were made by the Public Analyst. In
six instances correspondence produced the desired amendments.
;T he seventh sample was imported and correspondence continues.

Two of the milk samples were bulk raw milks. Both were
“deficient by 6%, of the minimum limits of fat but were not adulterated
:Twu deficiencies in solids-not-fat were noted.

¥ The analysis of one bread sample formed the basis of a success-
ful prosecution.
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There is one bright aspect.  Slowly but surely it is
becoming apparent to all concerned that contamination leads to
more rapid deterioration and that unnecessary handling leads to a
wastage which could be avoided. Appeal to the moral sense is
always less effective than to the ‘pocket’. The ‘purist’ will argue
that this should not be so, but if the economic appeal will bring
with it the desired result then this may well become the approach
by which optimum conditions may yet prevail.

Section 16—Registered Premises
(a) Ice Cream:

Thirteen applications were made for the registration of premises
for the storage and sale of pre-packed ice cream. This brings the
total of premises so registered to 174. These are primarily shops used
for the sale of grocery and/or sugar confectionery.

The three premises formerly registered for the manufacture of

‘ice cream have ceased to be used for that purpose during the year
and the registrations have been cancelled.

Eighty-four visits were made for the purpose of obtaining ice
cream samples and ice lollies. Analysis of the results of such samples
shows that of the eighty-five ice creams seventy-six were graded |

and nine graded II. Both these grades are satisfactory. Six ice
lollies were submitted and were satisfactory.

(b) Preserved Foods:
Twenty premises were on the register at the end of 1959.

(3) EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY

The Department is still prepared to provide, on request, a
member of the staff for the purpose of lectures to consumer groups,
etc., on matters affecting public health.
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(4) MEAT INSPECTION—FAREHAM ABATTOIR

The Senior Meat Inspector reports as follows:—

The number of animals sent for slaughter in 1959 fell well below
expectations, due chiefly to a reorganisation. in mid-year, of Fat-
stock Marketing Corporation arrangements, as a result of which
little of their work is now sent to Funtley. Meat prices continued
high and the export trade to the Continent virtually dried up, so that
the greatest fall in throughput was of cattle. Since Funtley is a public
slaughterhouse it is not possible to follow the reduced volume of
slaughtering with commensurate economies — indeed when stock
is in short supply the trade’s requirements in terms of hours of
attendance are often more exacting than when a constant level of
work is maintained. Consequently government financial aid in these
circumstances is merely token.

A real break-through in animal health 1s at last demonstrated
by the very small incidence of bovine tuberculosis reported—much of
which arose only as a result of compulsory slaughter of reactors. This
disease in cattle seems likely to become a rarity within a matter of
months. One result of the small number of cases recorded is to
make it appear that a substantial increase in non-tubercular con-
ditions has been experienced. What, in fact, has happened is that
the emphasis in recording has shifted.

Cysticercosis stays at the somewhat lower level of 1958;
hydatidosis, taken over the year, is at an even smaller figure than
last year’s special survey, in the autumn, suggested. Liver fluke, in
cattle, and virus pneumonia, in pigs, account for the majority of
the other abnormalities encountered and remain at substantially the
same level. The local officers of the Ministry of Agriculture’s Animal
Health Division believe that by being able to record ‘black spots’
of fascioliasis from reports submitted by this department they have
been able to indicate remedial measures which have resulted in the
incidence in the county remaining stable when nationally an in-

- crease was reported. Requests were made for regular and more

R

= 8% %

detailed information about a large number of animal diseases but
it has not been possible to comply without incurring additional costs.
An offer to make departmental records of meat inspection available
to the Ministry’s officers has not so far been accepted.

New legislation for establishing standards of construction,

. maintenance and operation of slaughterhouses was enacted during

the year. The initial procedure for determining dates of application
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The number of notifiable diseases recorded in the Urban
District was 1,080 excluding 24 Tuberculosis notifications. This
figure includes 981 Measles, 31 Whooping Cough and 37 Scarlet
Fever. The changes in the incidence of these more prevalent in-

fectious diseases are shown in the following Table for the period
1952-1959:—

1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 19359

Measles .. 904 1,036 120 686 531 192 833 98]
Scarlet

Fever 10 12 34 17 20 4] 23 37
Whooping

Cough g2 137 148 62 71 132 9 3l

2. Scarlet Fever

Thirty-seven cases of this now mild disease were notified during
the year.

3. Diphtheria and Immunisation

No confirmed case of Diphtheria was notified here during 1959.
The antigen against Diphtheria is now combined with that against
Whooping Cough and Tetanus and the age recommended for
immunisation is between three and four months. The notifications
of births furnished by the County Medical Officer form the basis of
invitations to parents which are sent when the babies reach the age
of three months. The invitations are in the form of a prepaid card
and propaganda slip issued by the Ministry of Health. Parents
are invited to take their children to their nearest clinic, or if they
prefer, to their family doctor. In both cases the service is carried
out free of charge.

Immunisation was carried out during 1959 at the Child Welfare
Clinics at Locks Heath, Portchester, Sarisbury, Stubbington and
Warsash. Immunisation clinics giving reinoculations were also held
~ at eight Local Authority Schools.

In all, 2,088 children were immunised during the year as
follows :—
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14. Disinfection

Investigations were made by the staff into cases of infectious
diseases and reports were made dealing with the possible sources of
infection, the supervision of contacts and the disinfection of
premises :—

Number of visits made during the year .. 199
Number of premises disinfected .. «s 38
Section VII

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS 1948 AND 1951
Section 47

During the year statutory action was not necessary under the
above Acts but the usual number of cases were referred to me. In
all cases either the old persons accepted sufficient help in their own
homes or were willing to go away for treatment.

Section VIII

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT 1949

Sewer Maintenance

The test-baiting of the sewers was carried out from the 6th to
the 13th July 1959. During this period 149 manholes were tested,
but no takes were recorded.






