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life in the first four weeks of life and unfortunately the pattern
still remained the same in 1956, sixteen of the twenty-two infants
having died during that dangerous period of life.

The 1955 Measles epidemic carried on into the spring of 1956
and Measles accounted for 531 of the 667 cases of infectious diseases
notified during the year. One case of Anterior Poliomyelitis was
notified, an infant aged 5 months and he has made a good recovery.
During the months of May and June, fifty-five children were
vaccinated here against Poliomyelitis. These children were from
selected age groups and all were given their two injections of
vaccine without suffering any unpleasant reactions. Some may
argue against the need for large scale immunisation against a disease
which has a comparatively' low incidence but we must remember
that Poliomyelitis is a serious disease without any available specific
drug treatment so that we are justified in using every effective
preventive method at our disposal. The results in countries where
Poliomyelitis vaccine has been used have been most enc ing
and the incidence of the disease among the vaccinated has been
reduced by roughly 809,. Hampshire County Council have added
immunisation against Tetanus to their immunisation schemes a.n.d;;_
the triple antigen against Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Tetanus ¥
is now being used in this district. B.C.G. vaccination against
Tuberculosis has been continued for the thirteen-year old school
children and the acceptance rate by parents for this voluntary
scheme is quite good. Preventive medicine by either eliminating or
considerably reducing the incidence of these major infectious
diseases directly helps to reduce the need for hospital beds under the
National Health Service.

The five sites recommended for Clearance Areas under
Housing Acts were dealt with during che year. No objections were
raised by the owners of four of the sites and following a local Inquiry,
the Clearance Order for the fifth site was made by the Minister of
Housing and Local Government. Several other sub-standard
houses were dealt with as individual unfit houses. The slum |
clearance programme has been spread out over a period of five years
with the result that quite a number of poor houses still remain.

Care of the aged has now become a major problem due to the
ever increasing proportion of the population in the upper age groups.
Local Authorities are responsible for the environmental conditions
of the aged, the National Assistance Boards can give financial help,
while the Regional Hospital Boards provide hospital beds either i
Geriatric Units, or, for many cases, in Mental Hospitals. Valuable
assistance is also given by local voluntary bodies such as the Old
Peoples” Welfare Committees, the British Red Cross Society and the
Women’s Voluntary Service. Not all of the aged are known to
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- the above bodies and unfortunately far too frequently old people

|

are found to be neglected and in need of immediate care and atten-
tion. Failure to look after themselves and general deterioration in

. living standards are gradual processes, but when started always

tend to become worse. The Health Visitor has an increasingly
important part to play in the future care of the aged and when after

- regular visiting she becomes known to the old person, she will be

treated as a friend whose advice will be sought and acted on when

- required. The Home Helps are of the greatest assistance and

many of the aged and infirm are cared for in their own homes by
these enthusiastic workers. More home nursing by District Nurses
could be practised, thereby reducing the need for expensive hospital
beds for the aged. The majcrity of old people dread change in any
form and wish to end their days in their familiar surroundings,
however humble these surroundings may be.

I am pleased to report that the pupil Public Health Inspector,
Mr. John Rands, was successful in his final examination. He was
appointed to the staff in December for duties in the Public Health
Department and at Funtley Abattir,

I should like to express my gratitude to Mr. R. J. Baker, Chief
Public Health Inspector, beth for the details of the work carried

~out by the Public Health Inspectors and for his very valuable

assistance at all times.

In conclusion, I wish to thank the Members of the Council, in
particular the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee, for
their keen interest in the Department, the Chief Officers for their
co-operation and all the staff of this Department for their high
standard of work throughout the year.

I have the honour to be,
Madam Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

M. CROWLEY,
Medical Officer of Health.






Section 1.

STATISTICS & SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area of District—18,352 acres.

Population—Registrar-General's Estimate of population for 1956—
50,060.

Number of Inhabited Houses at end of 1956—14,960.
Rateable Value at 1st April, 1956—{574,180.
Sum Represented by a Penny Rate—(1956-7)—/2,380.

Natural and Social Conditions.

The Urban District measures approximately eleven miles from

east to west and five miles from north to south. It is bounded on

. the west by the Hamble River, on the south-west by Southampton

Water and the Solent, and to the south it adjoins the neighbouring

- authority of Gosport. The waters of Portsmouth Harbour en-

- croach upon a part of both the eastern and southern aspects, the

eastern boundary adjoins extensions of the County Borough of

- Portsmouth and to the north-east and north, the Urban District is

- contiguous to the rising ground of Portsdown and the Rural District
- of Droxford.

- The soil comprises chiefly gravel and clay, but to the east it is
- chalky in nature.

The principal industrial activities of the District include brick
and tile works at Fareham and Sarisbury; a brewery at Titchfield
-and a mineral water factory at Fareham; laundries at Fareham and
‘Locks Heath; an artificial manure works at Portchester; a tannery

“at Titchfield and a foundry at Fareham. Boatbuilding has alw ays
been a feature of the industrial activities of the District, chiefly at
Fareham, Sarisbury and Warsash. The western portion of the
District is largely given to fruit growing and market gardening.
A weekly cattle market is held at Fareham.
'f;? The population has increased from 30,450 in 1938 to 50,060
1956.
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(4) Principal Vital Statistics of the Urban District, 1947-1956.

1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 | 1956

Population ... .. |39950|40210 |40180 | 42450 |42870 | 43470 |44740 | 46220 [47890 | 50060

(1) Birth Rate ... ... | 21-20( 18.50 | 16-97 | 1496 | 1575 | 14-29 | 14-75 | 1642 | 1708 | 16-96

(2) Still Birth Rate ... | 37:50| 14-60 | 22-93 | 17-35 | 14-60 | 20-50 | 2222 | 20-65 | 22:70 | 25-26

(1) Death Rate ... ... .. |1096|10-14| 983 | 1060, 991| 934 | 1057 | 1069 | 11-11 | 10-77

(2) Maternal Mortality Rate ... 340 130 143 000| 000, 000 2:96| 000, 2:39| 000

(3) Infant Mortality Rate ... | 3660|3640 | 23-60 | 1445 | 1926 | 19-32 | 18:18 | 2503 | 28-12 | 25'91

(1) Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Death Rate 040| 052 025| 033| 019 016 009| 017 015| 012

(1) Pneumonia Death Rate ... 040 040 020 021 033 032| 040 045, 050| 050
(1) Malignant Neoplasm Death

Rate b 1'80( 1'47| 167| 169 1-17| 1'70| 1'41| 2:03| 207| 170

(1) Rate per 1,000 population. (2) Rate per 1,000 live and still births. (3) Rate per 1,000 live births.
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Section IV,
HOUSING—

Inspections of Dwelling-Houses during the year:

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Hnusing
Acts)

(b) Number of mspectmfns made fﬂI‘ the purpose

(2) (@) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and re-
corded under the Housing Consolidated Regu-
lations 1925 and 1932 ;

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation ... :

{4} Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those re-
ferred to under the preceding sub-head) found
not to be in all respects reasnnablj,, fit for human
habitation : ;

Remedy of Defects during the year without service
of Formal Notices:

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Local
Authority or their Officers

Action under Statutory Powers during the year:

A.—Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing

Act, 1936

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling-houses rendered fit after service
of formal notices:
(a) By owners o :
(b) By L.A. in default of owners .

18

149

82

30

12
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Section V.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

(1) MILK SUPPLY.

Licences issued during the year under the Milk (Special
Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised) Regulations, 1949-

1953 .—

Dealer’s (Pasteuriser’s) Licences

Dealer's Licences authorising the use of the Specm.l De—
signation ‘Pasteurised’ ... :

Dealer’s Licences authorising the use of the Speual De-
signation ‘Sterilised’

Supplementary Licences authonmng the use nf the Speclal
Designation ‘Pasteurised’ .

Supplementary Licences authunsmg the use of the 5pec13.l
Designation ‘Sterilised’ : .

3

5

3

6

2

Licences issued during the year under the Milk (Special

Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949-1954.—

Dealer’s Licences authorising the use of the Special De-
signation ‘Tuberculin Tested’

Supplementary Licences authuﬂslng the use 'Df the Spec:m.l
Designation ‘“Tuberculin Tested’

Sampling.

_ Samples were taken regularly from the three pasteurising plants
to ensure that the milk was efficiently heat-treated, with the

following results:.—
Pasteurised Milk ... ... 139 samples All

T.T. Pasteurised Milk ... 9 samples [ satisfactory
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(3) MEAT INSPECTION — Funtley Abattoir.

The Senior Meat Inspector reports as follows:—

During 1956, more cattle, calves and sheep were sent for
slaughter to the Fareham Abattoir of the Wessex Slaughterhouses
Board but the declining pig population accounted for a large fall
in the number of pigs killed so that there was a gross fall in total
animals slaughtered. This change in the pattern of killings means
less relief in the work of inspection than the figures suggest and since
a vacancy on the establishment remained unfilled throughout the
year, it is not unfair to suggest that the work was carried out with
a net saving in man-power. A standard of 1009, inspection to the
requirements of Memo 3/Meat has been consistently maintained.
It is pleasing to record that all users of the abattoir have continued
the practice of informal surrender of meat and offal adjudged unfit
by your inspectors. Almost the whole of the unfit meat and offal
is sterilised and processed into animal feed, fertiliser or industrial
products at premises within the Urban District. The exceptions
‘are raw carcase meat which is sold to a Zoological Society and liver,
‘although rendered unmarketable by certain parasites not trans-
‘missible to man, which is used in the manufacture of some phar-
‘maceutical products. Within the limitations of national policy,
public health safeguards against disease of animal origin are virtually
‘complete at this abattoir.

The picture of animal disease as seen in the statistics relating
‘to post-mortem examinations calls for comment in two matters
- only—the continued decline in bovine tuberculosis, particularly in
! eattln reared for beef—and the substantial increase in bovine
‘cysticercosis. Problems of controlling this parasite have been high-
lighted in recent publications and by the initiative of the Association
of Pubhc Health Inspectors in conferring at national level with the
Ministries concerned. Remedial measures, when fonnulated
_promise to be slow and long-term, so that the consumer’s main line
- of defence will continue for a long time to be the vigilance of the
local health inspectorate in detecting the parasite and arranging for
effective treatment of all localised cases. Thanks to the co-operation
of traders and of adjoining local authorities, this safeguard has been
- fully maintained during the year.

i
i

- Rather more inspections of emergency slaughtered animals

are noted—hiefly because of the rise in number of pigs admitted
. ,}_-:-- premises on which Swine Fever existed or was suspected.
‘Although only movements of apparently healthy pigs were permitted,
27 cases were detected on post-mortem examination and confirmed
by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. The detection
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