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URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF FAREHAM.

Pusric HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
130 WEST STREET,
FAREHAM, HaNnTs.

April, 1956.

To the Chairman and Councillors of the
Urban District of Fareham.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report of the Public
Health Department for the year 1955.

The population (47,890) as estimated by the Registrar-
| General has shown a definite increase on the 1954 estimate of
. 46,220. This increase of 1,670 was mainly accounted for by
'_ immigration into the area as natural increase or the excess of
b births over deaths was only 286. This growth in population here

. has led to light industry following population rather than the
l more usual course of population following industry.

F The birth rate at 17.08 per 1000 population has shown an

. increase over the 1954 rate of 16.42 per 1000 population and the

. corrected birth rate of 18.10 per 1000 is much higher than that of
. 15.0 per 1000 population for England and Wales. These birth
rate for Fareham are the highest since 1948.

\ The death rate for 1955 was 11.11 per 1000 population,
. higher than the figure of 10.69 per 1000 in 1954. The corrected
- death rate of 10.89 per 1000 population is the one which should
 be used when comparing our death rate with that of other
- districts. Ewven the crude death rate of 11.11 per 1000 is still
- below that of 11.70 per 1000 for England and Wales. There were
' deaths from all causes and of that number 245 (469%,) were

pe:rsons 75 years or over. This percentage of 46 is a remarkably
i'l.. h one and shows the healthy character of the inhabitants of

this district. The Infant Mortality rate of 28.12 per 1000 infants
s less satisfactory than usual. The rest of the country with a
‘rate of 24.9 per 1000 infants has had the lowest figure ever
‘recorded while ours has risen from 25.03 per 1000 in 1954 to
~28.12 per 1000 infants. In all, twenty-three infants died in the
first year of life but of that number seventeen died during the
first four weeks of life, mainly from prematurity and congenital













Section I.

STATISTICS & SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area of District — 18,352 acres.

Population — Registrar-General’'s Estimate of population for
1955 — 47,890.

Number of Inhabited Houses at end of 1955 — 14,264.
Rateable Value at 1st April, 1955 — £320,058.
- Sum Represented by a Penny Rate — (1955-6) — £1,300.
- Natural and Social Conditions.

The Urban District measures approximately eleven miles
- from east to west and five miles from north to south. It is
- bounded on the west by the Hamble River, on the south-west by
- Southampton Water and the Solent, and to the south it adjoins
- the neighbouring Authority of Gﬂspurt The waters of I‘ort:-.-mﬂuth
- Harbour encroach upon a part of both the eastern and southern
~ aspects, the eastern boundary adjoins extensions of the County
iBDruugh of Portsmouth and to the north-east and north, the
‘Urban District is contiguous to the rising ground of Portsdown

- and the Rural District of Droxford.

J:r The soil comprises chiefly gravel and clay, but to the east
it is chalky in nature.

: The principal industrial activities of the District include
‘brick and tile works at Fareham and Sarisbury; a brewery at
Titchfield and a mineral water factory at Fareham ; laundries at
Fareham and Locks Heath; an artificial manure works at
ﬂrtchﬁter; a tannery at Titchfield and a foundry at Fareham.
‘Boatbuilding has always been a feature of the industrial activities
~of the District, chiefly at Fareham, Sarisbury and Warsash. The
‘Western portiun of the District is largely given to fruit growing
and market gardening. A weekly cattle market is held at

3 The population has increased from 30,450 in 1938 to 47,890
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1 Cardigan Road,
- SOUTHAMPTON.

Health Centre,
King's Park Road,
SOUTHAMPTON

15

MALES.
Mondays to { 9.0 a.m.-12.0 noon.
Fridays 5.0 p.m.— 7.0 p.m.
Saturdays 9.0 a.m.-12.0 noon.

FEMALES.

Mondays 10.0 a.m.-12.0 noon.
Tuesdays &

Fridays 2.0 p.m.~ 4.0 p.m.
Thursdays 2.0 p.m.— 6.0 p.m.

(3) Maternity and Child Welfare :

County Council Health Centre,
West Street, FAREHAM.
Working Men's Club,

Hill Park, FAREHAM.
Cormorant, Castle Street,

PORTCHESTER.
Village Hall,

STUBBINGTON.
Parish Hall,

TITCHFIELD.
ion Hall,
ate, SARISBURY.

British
Park

Fridays, all day,
commencing 9.30 a.m.
First and Third Tuesdays,

2.0 p.m.
Thursdays,
2.0 p.m.
First and Third Thursdays,

2.0 p.m.
First and Third Mondays,
2.0 p.m.

Second and Fourth Thursdays,
2.0 p.m.

Number of practising Midwives — 7.

Health Visitors — 5.

(4) Ante-Natal.

County Council Health Centre,
West Street, FAREHAM.

Cormorant, Castle Street,
PORTCHESTER.

First Monday,

2.0 p.m. (Dr. Hilton.)
Second Monday,

2.0 p.m, (Dr. Clarkson.)
Third Monday,

2.0 p.m. (Dr. Moran.)

Fourth and Fifth Mondays,
2.0 p.m. (Dr. Filose.)
First and Third Wednesdays,
2.0 p.m. (Dr. Pike.)

Institutional Provisions for Mothers and Children

(provided by the Regional Hospital Board) :
Blake Maternity Home, GOSPORT.
Blackbrook House, FAREHAM.

St. Mary’s Hospital, PORTSMOUTH.
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Section IV.

HOUSING.

1. Inspections of Dwelling-houses during the year :

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Acts)

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ..

(2) (@) Number of dwelling-houses (included under
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations 1925 and 1932

(6) Number of inspections made for the purpose ...

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit
for human habitation

2. Remedy of Defects during the year without
service of formal Notices :

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their Officers ...

3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year :

A.—Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling-houses rendered fit after
service of formal notices :
(a) By Owners .. .
(5) By L.A. in d.efa.ult of Dwners

404
954

67
107

157

128
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Section V.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
(1) MILK SUPPLY.

Licences issued during the year under the Milk (Special
Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised) Regulations,

1949 :—

Dealer’s (Pasteuriser’s) Licences ... 3
Dealer’s LIC'EHEES authonsmg the use of the ‘-‘:pemal

Designation “‘ Pasteurised ” ... 3
Dealer’s Licences authorising the use of the ‘Specml

Designation *“ Sterilised ™ 3
Supplementary Licences authc:lnsmg the use of thﬂ

Special Designation * Pasteurised "' .. 5
Supplementary Licences authnnsmg the use of the

Special Designation “* Sterilised "’ 1

Licences issued during the year under the Milk (Special
Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949 : —

Dealer's Licences authorising the use of the Special

Designation “ Tuberculin Tested " ; 4
Supplementary Licences authﬂrlstng the use of the

Special Designation “ Tuberculin Tested " 6
Sampling.

Samples were taken regularly from the three pasteurising
plants to ensure that the milk was efficiently heat-treated, with
the following results :—

Pasteurised Milk ... 136 samples } All
T.T. Pasteurised Milk 20 satisfactory.

y

(2) FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

Section 10. Examination of Unsound Food,
The following visits and cundemnatmna were made :—

Visits :
Butchers’ shops ... 15
Fishmongers 6
Grocers’ shops ... 10
Other shops 5
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(3) MEAT INSPECTION — Funtley Abattoir.

The Senior Meat Inspector reports as follows :—

As was expected, the exceptional throughput of 1954 was
not maintained during 1955, though more animals were slaughtered
than during the last complete year of operation as a Ministry of
Food Slaughterhouse. Increasing competition from imported
meat and the re-opening of old and, by Fareham standards,
unsuitable private slaughterhouses on the periphery of the
Board's area together account for the fall in throughput.
Although 1009, inspection was maintained at Fareham, one
must not assume that this is physically possible at all premises
from which meat may enter the area. (Consolidation, therefum
of the health and economic reform represented by premises suﬁ‘]il
as Fareham abattoir must be over a matter of years—how ma -a.--
depending undoubtedly on government reaction to the recom-
mendations of the Inter-departmental Committee on Siting of
Slaughterhouses. If these are fully implemented, Fareham has
an increasingly important role to play, for the abattoir wi “
ultimately be required to supply, and the Council’s officers a:;?';
inspect, meat for half as many population again as the 650,000 a
present served.

The classes of stock in which fall was greatest were those
which generally require least additional detailed inspection. ';.'T--
factor, together with reduction of staff, means in fact that the
was no appreciable easing of the burden. Increase in numbef
fat cows and veal calves slaughtered is a pointer tov
restoration of the pre-war pattern of trade in the area. De
the fall in throughput, the aggregate number of abnormalities
encountered rose. Again, less tuberculosis was seen, but mort
cysticercus bovis. Undoubtedly, the two major causes for
rejection are fluke in bovines and pneumonia in pigs. Co-opera
with local veterinary practitioners, in both cases, by keeping
them informed of findings from particular districts will, it i
hoped, help to direct remedial measures. This is a.ddltlonai
the liaison normalin cases of emergency slaughter, few of whichr
arise without an accompanying veterinary certificate ; and _
close co-operation with the Animal Health Division of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in respect ¢
notifiable diseases of animals, congenital tuberculosis in calve
and herd infections [tuherculusls) in pigs.

One would like to see more use made by the meat trade
the excellent facilities for resting stock Nut only would kee;
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quality and palatability be improved but possibly minor causes
of rejection of organs would fall. Observation has shown, for
instance, that congestion of the lungs in pigs is a common sequel
to the agitation of journeys from farm to market, market to
abattoir, followed by immediate slaughter—all within a few
hours. When these animals are rested overnight the condition
frequently resolves. More care in loading, unloading and trans-
porting stock would reduce losses from injury and bruising.

Atrophic rhinitis in pigs has been recorded for the first
time—in a consignment of known contacts sent for slaughter by
the Ministry of Agriculture. The disease is of no direct significance
in meat inspection, except for the local lesion (atrophy of turbinate
and distortion of nasal bones) but is of grave concern to pig
breeders since it appears to be a hazard of importation of
Landrace pigs.

One regrets the passing of separate transport for meat and
offal, no longer economically possible under conditions of
individual ownership, but welcomes the promise that amend-
ments to the law, which will be effective by mid-1956 will require
provision and use of suitable containers for offal. An increased
number of observations of vehicles engaged in meat transport
revealed no conditions which were not amenable to informal
action.

It is pleasing to record that colleagues in areas in which meat,
slaughtered at Fareham, is distributed comment on the ease with
which such meat can be recognised, by its physically better
appearance. A small range of samples, under management
conditions, taken by staff of the Scientific Adviser's Division
(Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food) engaged on exprei-
mental work at the abattoir, confirms this opinion bacteriologically.
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Incidence by season (1953-5) per 1000 cattle slaughtered.

1953 1954 1955
January 3 Quarterly| 6 Quarterly| 15 Quarterly
February 3 average | 4 average |12 average
March 3 3 7 6 13 13
April 3 OQuarterly| 8 OQuarterly| 12 Quarterly
May 6 average | 10 average | 18 average
June + 5 8 9 18 16
July 8 OQuarterly| 10 Quarterly | 26 Quarterly
August 13 average | 6 average | 19 average
September 13 12 4 6 19 18
October 8 Quarterly| 3 OQuarterly| 22 Quarterly
November 13 average o average | 30 average
December 8 9 7 5 18 24
Annual
Incidence ... 4 6 18
TABLE 6.
Other Inspections.
Post-Mortem examination of animals dying in
transit or in lairages (All rejected) 30
Inspections of dressed carcases (3 rejected) 13
Re-inspections of home-killed meat and offals 226
Inspections of Fatstock Market " 15
Inspections of vehicles engaged in transport of meat 211

organisms were isolated from all cases,

J'F_—--

5. FOOD POISONING.

~ No epidemic of food poisoning occurred during 1955 and all
six notified cases were isolated ones. Full bacteriological examin-
ations were carried out on all the patients and the causative
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* The number of notifiable diseases recorded in the Urban
P District was 802 excluding 33 tuberculosis notifications. This
. figure includes 686 Measles, 62 Whooping Cough and 17 Scarlet
Fever. The changes in the incidence of these more prevalent
| infectious diseases are shown in the following tables for the
period 1948-1955.
1 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955
Measles ... .. 158 997 140 742 94 1036 120 686
Scarlet Fever Sleiraas DS 74, 47 10 T2 34 17
Whooping Cough ... 196 80 231 124 82 137 148 62

2. Scarlet Fever.
Scarlet Fever is a mild disease which to-day does not reach
-epidemic proportions. The cases notified seem to occur fairly

ly throughout the year. Of the seventeen reported cases
-none proved fatal.

3. Diphtheria.
: Diphtheria still fortunately remains a rare disease and there
were no confirmed cases during 1955. Now that the antigen
‘against Diphtheria can be combined with that against Whooping
Cough the a.ﬁe recommended for imminisation has been brought
forwa etween three and four months. This earlier im-
"_au umsatmn especially against Whooping Cough is strongly advised
5 this disease has its greatest number of fatalities in very young
infants, The notifications of births furnished by the County
Medical Officer form the basis of invitation to parents which are
;-f-- ent when the babies reach the age of three months. The invit-

tluns are in the form of a pre-paid card and propaganda slip
ssued by the Ministry of Health. Parents are invited to take
!.- pir children to their nearest clinic, or if they prefer, to their
family Doctor. In both cases, the service is carried out free of
chs e,

_' mmunisation was carried out during 1955 at the Child
':.'j elfare Clinics at Portchester, Sarisbury, Stubbington and Titch-
field. The special clinic was held bi-monthly at Fareham. Im-
;-;f: punisation clinics giving re-inoculations were also held at ten
..i_..- al Authority Schools in the District. In all, 1437 children
‘were immunised during the year as follows :—

AGE (YEARS)

Under1 1—4 5—14  ToraL
Primary Immunisation 369 293 40 702
Re-inoculation 28 707 735

— S —

321 747 1437

_ == 2@ =
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