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BOROUGH OF FALMOUTH

—

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

For the Year Ending 31st December, 1949

Mr. Mayor. Ladics and Gentlemen.

[ have the homour to present my Aumual Report on
e Heath of the Borough of Falmouth during the

year 1949.

The general health of ihe Borough has, on the whole,
beor satisfactory. Falmouth e:caped the general epidemic of
ol pol'omyelitis and, but for a dgharp risec in the
incidence of mezles in June and July. had no
cpidemic during the year.

[ assumed officc as your Med cal Officer of Health on

1st January, 1949. Fortunately for me Mr. Hcy, your
(Chief Sanitary Inspector for so many Vvears proved

vor> than ready to place all his  very considerable
lnowledge and experience at my disposal. 1 wsh to
tha:& both him and his staff for their kind and
constant co-operat'en throughout.

I am,
Mr. Mavor Ladies and Gent'emen,
Your obedient servant,
V. E. WHITMAN.
Medical Officer of Health
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Statistics and Social Conditions.

Area ia .o 1;803 A0DPeE-

Iistimated pt}pula,twn, 1049 e o 10,920
Estimated population, 1931 -5 s 12,910
Number of inhabited houses, 1949 o 4,533
Number of inhab.ted houses, 1931 % 2,910
Raieable value 1949 o = o £104,268
Product of peuny rate e ; e £653 5

Number of houses built or bmldmg since 1045 1?2
Number of families on waiting list for houses 405

Number of inhabited huts, Beacon Camp 37
Number of inhabited houses left from 1935

slum clearance programme .. 85
Rainfall, 1949 i ; e 5 33.15ins.
Rainfall, avcrage of past 75 years " 44.53 ins
Sunshine, 1949 = o S 2,026hrs.
Sunshine, average of past 65 years .. 1.72zhrs.

Vital Statistics.
LIVE BIRTHS

Males 135 Females 142 Total 277
Crude birth rate, per 1,000 population—Falmouth 16..4
Crude birth rate, per 1,co0 population—England & Wales

16.7
STILL BIRTHS

Males 1 Females 3 Total |
Still birth rate, per 1,000 births, Falmouth i 14.2
Still birth rate, per 1,000 births England & Wales 23
DEATHS -

Males 126 Females 121 Total 247

Crude death rate, per 1,000 population—Falmouth 14.5
Crude death rate, per 1,000 population—England & Wales

hﬂ—. R e e s AT ] II‘?

DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER 1 YEAR.
Males 5 Females 8 Total 13
Infant mortality rate, per 1,000 live births—Falmouth 46.9

Infant mortality rate, per 1,000 live births —England
andl Wales 32
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In' a Health Resort such as Falmouth one expects to
fird an unduly high proportion of elderly people and
that this is the wase ¥ confirmed by the fact
that over 44 per cent of the deaths were of persons over
75 years of age. This accounts for the high death rate
compared with the average for the whole country.

Birth and Death Rate since 1936.

Year Birth Rate Decath Rate Infantile Mortality
Rate
1936 ... 12'8 14-4 46'2
1937 ... 153 143 920
1998, ... 123 136 9d'5
L9499 . 137 14°8 585
1940 ... 131 13'4 498
1941 ... 165 126 369
1942 .. 162 13°8 417
es L. 186 146 H6°6
1944 .. 204 139 533
1945 ... 200 14'1 165
1946 ... 204 13'5 336
1947 ... 186 12-7 230
1948 156 129 264
1949 164 146 469

DEATHS IN AGE GROUPS.

M F Total

0+ 5 8 13
1-— 4 3 2 a
5—14 1 0 1
15—24 2 1 3
25—44 3 9 12
1H—64 41 15 b
60—T74 32 16 48
75+ 39 70 109
126 121 247

The Infant Mortality Rate was the highest since 1944.
It must be borne in mind, however that no statistic which
ivolves multiplying by 4 to get the rate per thousand
can be taken very seriously.

It might be inferred from the Analysis of Causes of
D-ath that heart diseases are on the increase. Over 50
of the g1 deaths attributed to this condition were of
persons over 75 years of age. In my opinion the majority
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o deaths of persons over 70 should be eclassifier]
simply as due to ““Old Age.” If that were done the
Awsalysis of Causss of Death would give a truer p'cture
of the mortality rate due to heart diseases, inj.er-
cra.tal  vascular lwslons, bronchitis, pheumonia  and
CVEN cancer.

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF THt HEALTH

SERVICE
CLINICS

Adl  the wusual oliics are held in  Falmouth. Thes:
wxlude  Infant Wellare, Ante-natal, Min.r Ailments.
Den:al, liye, Orthopaedic, Child Guidaice and
Speech Therapy clinics.

At the INFANT WELFARE CLINICS there were
2,088 attendances during the year. This gives  an
average of ovir 29 per session.

1he DENTAL GLINIC provided  ireatment for
school-children and also for 47 mothers and 6o
pre-school children.

The ANTE-NATAL CLINIC was a midwives ciinic
only. It could have done good work but did nof
prove popular,

2. AMBULANCE SERVICE.

No figures are available for previous years but it is
safe o say that the expausion has been considerable.
At the end of the year the vehicle strength was
ambulances and 1 utilecon siaffed by 6 full-time
drivers. At night and during the weck-ends the
serviee was maintaned by volunteer drivers of the
Falmouth Division of the St. John Ambularce
Brigade. T feel that the whole community is deeply
indebted to these men who turced out at all hours and
in all weathers whenever called upon.

Patients carried 3,833 Miles travelled 38,060.

= HOSPITAL CAR SERVICIS
Grat'tuds is due also to the organiser and the drivers
of the Hospital Car Service who never failed at any
time to meet the enormously increased demand on
their services.

Patients carried 3,903.  Miles travelled 45,468,

a
.
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HOME HELP SERVICE.
The establishment of Home Helps for Falmouth during
1949 was 4. These ladies gave assistance in the
homes of 26 maternity and 48 other cascs.
5. AFTER-CARE GRANTS.

14 tubercular persons were granted frec

exira nourshment on the recommendation of the
County Tuberculosis Officer.

LABORATORY FACGILITIES,

Tt was arranged as from 1st April, ' 1949, that
bacteriological work  rclevant to the diagnosis.
contral and preventon of infectious disease would be
done free of charge to local authorities at the Royal
Comwall Infirmary. Towards the end of the year
the Publ'c Health Labora‘ory Service established 2
laboratory in Truro for this work.

-

Prevalence and Control of Infectious Diseases.

Ape Scarlet Whooping Acule
Cyronep Fewet Cough Polio-Myeclitis Measles
Lt F M F M ¥ M F
0— 1 = 4 2 — = 2 2
1— 3 1 6 2 = 14 12
3— 5 6 1 = 1 = 26 20
H—10 13 10 2 b 1 — 31 30
10—15 i =35 - g3
15—2A B - = — — I 1
25+ B e ) e s
21 14 12 12 . 79 6
Totals 34 24 3 T HB
Age Acule Fanead Puerperal Ophrhalhnia
Group PP i aionia Posisaning Pyvrexia Neonatoruin
| i1 M F | F M I
a5 i o e 1
5—15 = gt} sl e
15— 45 i o = o] e T
45 - 65 1 - — - - -
65+ 2o e s b

Totals 11 1 J e 1







ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Borough Sanitary Inspector
for the Year Ending December, 1949.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough

of Falmouth.
23rd June, 1950.
Lachies and Gentlemen,

In submitting to you my 23rd Annual Report on the
Sanitary circumstances of the Borough, I have been guided
by Creular 2/50, issued by the Mindistry of Health for
this purpose.

The Council decided to cease collection of all
Salvage on the oth November, as it was found
impossible to dispose of exisiting stocks of Was'e Paper.

Inv  connection with  Rodent  Infeslation,  two
Maintenance Treatments of the sewers were carried ont,
and householders have co-operated in notifyirsg the presence
of rats and mice, particularly since the introduction of .
free service to Private Dwellings.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

I am indebted to Mr. G. Cox, Water Engineer, for the
following report : —

The Falmouth Water Undertaking is Municipally owned.

The source of supply is from Gathering Grourds of
gravel and peat sub soil, into impounding and sebtli.g
rcservoirs. The water is subjected to (sand) pressure
filteration. The filtered water is chlorinated fo maintain
the required standard of bacterial purity and is treated
with lime to correct its corrosive tendency.

Chemical and Bacteriological atalyses are taken monthly
of all water in supply, and the raw water quarterly.

During 1949, the average daily consumption within
{he statutory area of supply was 1,161,892 gallons.

The number of Trade Supplies for the year equals 455
and the number of Domestic Supplies equals 5,300.
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he Water carriage and connected to the Council's siwer.
We have, howover, 149 prenises comniected ‘o 117

Cesspits, where no sewers are available, these being

ciuptied by an approved type of Cesspool Emptier.

TABLE No. 1.
SANITARY INSPECTIONS MADE.

Inspeciions
Dwelling Housces.
Inspected for housing defects o 4 2206
[nspected atter occurrence of Infectious DISLELSL 70
Rooms Disinfected S P o e 314
Inspections of Water Closets = 1 41
Inspeciions of Commow Passages .. g i 72
Lirainage.
Visits to Works in Progress e . o3 184
Water Tests applied .o draius e - o b5
moke Tests applied to drains .. = i b9
New drains approved after test .. o= B 114
New drains disapproved .. i =% o= 18
Jld drains inspected e = 1. e 23
New Interceptors fixed i 2 i 20
now  gullies fixed e 3 = i . 140
Cowsheds and varies.
Cowsheds inspected . - X B 35
Dairles o i e 3t 25
Milk Purveyors’ ‘sr’mhcles, L) 1] i = II
Samples obtained for Methylene Blue and
Coliform, Bacillus Tests i 2 i 8
Bakehouses.
Number of Inspections “he ' ok 50
Meat Shops, Stalls, ete, e s o e 110
Miscellaneous Inspections,
Cinemas and Music Halls II
t ublic Conveniences o o i = 202
Drnking Fountains s e A 16
Tips i 7 = & s 10
Beacon Camp 48 it e gt e 14
Re Rat Destruction 1,608
Visits to Destructor = 21
Visitis to Council Houses < o = 41
Vizits ‘o Swanvale Sewerage Farm i iy 30
Visits to Catering Establishments i S 24
5 hlh 15

Visi‘s to Fish and Chip Shops
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luspection of Premises re Sale of Ice Cream
inpsection of Premises re Po.uts Scheme

Lnstrict lnspections

iispections with Medical Ulnc,er ol H-..a.lth
uterviews with Owuneers, ete. .
Luterviews with Chairman b
inierviews with Applicants tor (..,Uundl Houses
Interviews amd Inspections re Overcrowding
Interviews re coliection of refuse

Interviews with Farmers and Milk Purveyum
luterviews with Owners of Farms

iuterviews with Owners of Hotels

unterviews with Builders

[nterviews re Shops Acts

SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS EFFECTED.

Dwelling Houses.

Roofs repaired

Spoutings repaired o
Walls i s =
Windows

Defective Wash Basms rupaarc,d or renewed
sinks repaired or renlewed ok
Houses provided with Sinks

Verminous Rooms disinfected

I'loors Relaid or Repaired

Stairs Repaired :

Doors Repaired i

Defective Ceilings r-Blimlrﬁd s
Defective Flues and Fireplaces rel:natred £
Defective Cooking Stoves repaired

Hot Water Installations provided

Water Closets, etc.

Defective Water Glosets repaired
Defective Hopper Pans replaced by washrdum
Additional Water Closets pmwded .
mencls emptied .o

Is Abolished
1’1"wy Middens Abolished
Pail Closets Abolished

14
34
1y

Ly

15
14

22
25

[ S =t ST R

[ +]
O LD Lh

b
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Drainage

Houses completcly re-drained e s 57 -
Drains repaired or reconstructed 3 0.8 12
O'a Drains abol shed o * : b -
Sink Waste Pipes repaired or disconnected s 5
Raut Water Plpes repared or disconnected ok 7
Choked Drains cleansed, repaired or rela’d at 41
Choked Gullies cleansed hE = 55 3
Choked Interceptors cleansed L % et 37
Sewers cleansed or repaired 10

I<xsting Drains connected to Main Sewer
Water Supply.

Water Services repaired 5 ik s 3
Houses or W.C.'s.. provided with adequate '
Wa'er Supply o g 2t i TT
Flush 'Cysterns repaired 37 o oy 10
Water Fountains repaired 7 5is = 3
Wells covered s I
Miscellaneous.
(Offensive Accumu'ations removed = 3 23
Statulory Notices issued o b4 e =
Prel'mirary Notices given o s i 222
Miscellaneous Inspections 9 ¥ 4 605
Total Inspections made i 5 i 4.65?

FACTORIES ACT 1937
1 —INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (in-

clnding inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors).

Number of

s : Number .
Premisss | o Tnspections Wiilten | Oeccupiers
Regi ter ] nitices | pr secuted

(i' Factories in which Section
1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be
enforced by Local Authorities 26 5%

1) Factories not included in (i)
in which Section 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority 33 75 —

(111) Other Premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by thel
] i nr:'al Authority 4 5 - -

R ———

TOTAL 63 141 -
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Co-operaiion has been maintained with the Mindstry of
I*ood Rodent  Destruetion Department and the
Cornwall Agricultural 'Committee Pest Department.

Owe full-time Rodent Operator was employed and
methods of treatment were strietly in  accordance with
the Ministry of Agrculiural and Fisheries recommenda-
trons & included poisoning and trapping.

No charges were made for treatment carried out at
dwelling houses.

Ihe following table gives particulars of the work
carried out during the year: —

Com-  Inspeet- Premises treated Premises Premises Manholes Fre-bails Poison
plamnts ions by poison trapped gassed bailed laid baits laid
184 1,698 221 1 2 232 8,924 1,702

Housing.

Housng work was chiefly restricted to dealing with
mainteLance of property in as reasonable a condition as
pessible, n view of the shorlage of materials and labour.

During the year the Local Authority built 52 houses
which brings the total of Council Houses to 836 and eight
houses were built privately.

Squatters’ Camp.

At the end of the year, 37 huts were occupied.
Sapilary  accommodation, water supply, oil cooking
stoves and dustbins have been provided and frequent
inspections are made to ensure that a reasonable standard
*f sanitation is maintained,

The Council have granted the occupiers of huts per-
nuss'on to install gas and electricity.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION CF FOOD.
Milk Supply.

There are sixteen farms in the Borough three of which
arc licensed to produce T.T. Milk and eleven produce
ungraded milk.

Distribation of milk was carried out by 23 purveyors
there being one distributor of Pasteurised Milk and 11 of
T.T. Milk.  Thirty-five cowshed inspections were made
during the year,
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SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

Article. No. E’ii’; ::;IJLI[% Result of Proeedings
Milk 39 36 3 517% Added Water
32% def. in Fat
I 467 Added Water
| 1 Fined £30 plus
f £8 - 15 - 0 costs
Buttered '
Crunchies ] | 1 —
Strawberry Jam| 3| 3 — |
Salmon and
Shrimp Paste| 1 1 —
Crab Paste 1 1 —
Malt Vinegar | 1 1 —
Black Grape
Jelly 1 1 —
White Pepper 1 1 ok
Custard Powd'r| 1 ? 1 -
Butter . Z| 2 —
Cooking Fat 1 1 =
Margarine 1 1 _—
Nutter Cooking
Fat 1 ] ==
Ice Cream 4 4 L
Tomato Soup . I 1 s
Tomato |
Ketchup 2 2 s
Drinking
Chocolate 1 1 =
Orange Squash| 2 2 =
Apricot Jam . | 1 1 T
Condens'd Milk| 1 1 .2,
Blackcurrant
Jam 1 1 e
Salad Cream . 1 1 =
Melvet Sauce . 1 1 =9
Lime Juice
Cordial 1 1 —
Vinegar g 1 1 LEfs
Golden Raising
Powder 1 1 s
Total | 72 69 3
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lce Cream.

| Section 14 Food and Drugs Act, 1938, is enforced in
the Borough. With a view of securing uniformity in the
interpretation of the legislation affecting the Ice Cream
I'rade, we are administering the provisional |standard of
grading based on the Meihylene Blue Reduction Test.

During the year, samples of Ice Cream were obtained
an] submitted for examination; the following table shows
the results of samples submitted.

No, taken 60
No. certified as Provisional Grade | 39 or 65%

0. " % " e 14 or 23 and 1%
Wo. 5 v y 50r 8and i?a;
No. . > s ol 2 or 3and $%

Public Conveniences.

There are 21 Public Conveniences in the Borougi,
wh ch are cleaned daily, four have a Caretaker for g hours
every week-day; two are open in the season only.

202 visits have been made to the various conveniences
and the revenue received for the year ending 3ist March,
1950, was £I,250 9s. Id.

New Ladies and Gents Conveniences were opened at
the Recreation Ground and those at the OQuarry were
transferred to the Cornwall County Education Authonty.

A small extensiors has been made to Webber Street

[adies ‘Conveniences, but I regret to say that no improve-
ment has becid carried out at Market Strand.

Shops and Offices.

The inspection of Shops and Offices as regards their
canitary accommodation was continued during the year,
and 29 inspections were made in cornection with hours of
closing and a number of contraventions were dealt with.

Young Persons Act.

Four complaints were received and investigated. In
orlly one case was it found that the employer was
working the Young Persons longer hours than was Pper
mitted under the Act, and the hours were amended after

ar interview with the employer.



21

Camping Sites.
Camping and caravanning is becoming very popular.
The Camping Sites Sub-Commitiee with representativels
of the County Council inspected various stes and il  was
decided that thr.e were suitable for development, wviz:
Tremorvah Farm. Oppogite Golf Course, and
Golden Bank
and the three sites were licensed, and work of erection ot
sanitary CONVENICLICes, provis on of washing
facilities, installation of water supply and provision o
custbins is in progress.
It: addition, four licenses were granted to persons 1o
station and use caravanis.

Cinemas and Music Halls.

These plac's of Public Amusement were inspected
duritg the ycar and gave little cause for complaint. The
necessary reports were made to the Tocal Author'ty  for
the purposes of remewal of licenses.

Swimming Baths and Pools.

There are no public or privately owned Swimming
Baths or Pools.

Licensed Houses.

[he sanitary accommodat'on of these premises  has
been kept under observation, and extra accommodaiion
for both sexes has been provided at one house and fwe
o'hers are under consideration.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.
(1st April, 1949 —31st March, 1950).

A weekly collcetion of Salvage was maintainec
along with a weekly collection of Refuse until gth
November, 1949, when Salvage collec’ions ceased and we
reverted to the pre-war arrangemert of a twice weekly
collection,
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The number of loads of Refuse takes to the Destrucion
ts ais follows:—

Dodge 1 b6
Karrier 749
Commer 1,118
Morris 204
Hired Lorry 29
[istimated fonnage 6,398

Taking all our services into consideration :—
g A8 d. £ g,

The total cost of Collection is:— 5,277 16 II
Receipts : —

Sale of Salvaged Materiais .. 404 2 5

Leaving a net cost of collection of 4:873 14 ©

Cost of Disposal, Burning of Refuse 290 T4 ¢

(ats compared with £25T 14s. 7d. in 1939).
Receipts : —

For the Collection of Refuse 50 0 ©

Leaving the it Cost of Burning 189 T4 11
(as compared w'th f201 14s. 7d. in 1030).

Ceist of Removing Clinker from Destructor 472 0 D

Receipts o S TO0NT 0

I.eaving re: cost of Removing Clinker 272 0 h

Emptying of Cesspools.

All cepspits in the Borough are emptied without charge.

The total cost of these Services amounts to T,E50 I8 5
Reeeipts for Hire of Cesspool Emptier 54 O 7
Leav'ng a net coist of o LY I, 105 8 10

Iy conclusion, 1 desire to express my Bincere appre-
iation of the vupport received during the year from the
Health and other Committees, my best thanks to the
staff for their loyalty, zeal and devetion, and for the
able and energetic manner i which they have, at all
timeiz, discharged their many ard onerous duties, often
under very trying conditions.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

A. HEY,
Sanitary Inspector.












