[Report 1910] / Medical Officer of Health, Erdington U.D.C.

Contributors

Erdington (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1910

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/xzuf7hf4

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

Report on the Thealth

0OF THI

Urban District of Erdington

FOR THE YEAR 1910,

A. BOSTOCK HILL, M.Sc, M.D., D.P.H. CAMB.

Fellow of the Instituwte of Chenustry.
Fellow or the Royal Santiary Institute,

.II"'L’;{?-"H'""”’ "_‘-" ff:#_ﬁf-"ﬁm’- and Publoe Health, f':-e,.?"i"e?:'.ﬁ-fﬁ-f of ﬂ?".r‘ue-"rrfﬂrmhe

Medical Officer of Thealth.

PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE COUNCIL.

BIRMINGHAM :

SLADE AND MansHALL, PRINTERS, 204, ALBERT STREET,



Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2017 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b29194015



Mepicar, O¥ricer or HEALTH'S OFFICE,

14, TeEmprLE STREET, BIRMINGHAM,

2Tth Janwary, 1911,

To the Mealth Committee, Evrdington District Council.

Mg, CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

1. I have the honour to present to vou my Sixteenth Annual
Report on the sanitary condition of the District undev your charge,
This comprises the Hamlets of Erdington and Witton, and includes
the following Public Institutions :—The Aston Union Workhouse, the
Cottage Homes, the Jaffray Hospital, the Mason Orphanage, a partion
of the Aston Manor Infectious Hoapital, St. Thomas’s Abbey, Oscott
College, St. John’s Home, and the Branch of the City of Birmingham
Lunatie Asylum.

AREA.

2. The area of the district is 4,550 acres, of which 3,610 are
in Erdington, and 940 in Witton.

3. There has been no alteration in Ward Boundaries, and the
District, as before, is divided into five Wards, and in the tables of
mortality and sickness appended, the statistics will be found set down
in the various Wards.  This is of importance, because it permits us
to see where any excessive mortality occurs, or where there is a preva-
lence of zymotic disease.
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POPULATION.

4. I have obtained from the Surveyor, as nsual, the result of his
enumeration of the inhabited houses made by him. This however,
was made towards the end of the year, and probably would show =
population exceeding that in the district in the middle of the year,
namely, at the end of the second quarter.  As a result therefore,
afteracareful consideration, I am of the opinion that the popnlation may
be set down fairly accurately at 33,916, compared with 31,688 at the
middle of 1909, These figures, of course, include the inmates of
Public Institutions in the district, of which there are several, and the
majority of the inmates of these do not belong to the district.  After
eliminating these, I estimate the population to have been in the
middle of the year 31,500, and on this figure I have calculated the
Rates in this Report.

5. In Erdington I estimate the population to have been 28,610,
and in Witton 2,890, In Erdington, the increase is, therefore, 1,537,
and in Witton 243, giving an increase in the combined districts of
1,780 on the estimated population of the previous year.

BIRTHS.

6. Seven hundred and eighty-six births—389 males and 397
females—have been registered during the year.  This is 18 less than
the number registered in 1909, and calculated on the population as

estimated, our Birth Rate appears to have been 24-95, compared with
27-03 in 1909, and 25.9 in 1908,

-

7. This figure, I regret to state, is the lowest with one exception
recorded during the last ten years, so that the higher Birth Rate
recorded in 1909 has not been maintained,

8. The number of illegitimate births was 6 fewer than in the
previous year, the total number being 67. Of these however only 8
belonged to the population of the district. The other 59 were births
oceurring in the Workhouse in women who came into it from outside
Districts for the purpose of being counfined, with the exception of
one which oceurred in a patient in the Jaffray Hospital.



DEATHS.

9. Seven hundred and thirty-nine deaths, namely, 401 males and
338 females, were registered, compared with 796 in tle previous year.
Of these, 229 occurred in Erdington and 26 in Witton, 478 in the
Workhouse, and 6 at the Jaftray Hospital,

10. Of course the greater proportion of these deaths have
nothing whatever to do with Erdington. The net number to be
debited to the District is only 276, namely, 125 males and 151 females.
The majority of the other deaths oceurred in the large Union Work-
house, in persons removed from Birmingham and other outside
Districts. A few occurred in the Jaffray Suburban Hospital, and 6
were in visitors from outside Districts, namely, 3 from Birmingham,
1 from Alton, 1 from Worcester, and 1 from Yardley.

I1. It is not only necessary in order to find out our correct
Death Rate to eliminate those deaths belonging to outside Districts,
but to endeavour as far as possible, to obtain the number of deaths of
residents of our District ocenrring elsewhere, and I am indebted—
among others—to Dr. Hobertson, the Medical Officer of Health to the
City of Birmingham, for information received in this vespeet. I find
that 14 deaths of residents oceurred in Birmingham Institutions, so
that the total number of deaths for the caleulation of our Death Rate
is 276. This gives us a Rate on the estimated population, of 8-76,
considerably lower than in the previous year when it was 1046, and
lower than in any other of the last ten years.

12. The following Table shows at a glance the Birth, Death,
and Zymotic death-rates for the last ten years :—

[y . | |
Rate. |1900 1901 1902|1903 1904 | 1905|1906 |1907 1908|1909

1910

SR R PR e | : |
Birth | 27°00 3179 2548 25:79 254 | 24'1 |25°76 26'69 2590 27°03| 24°05

Death Il'EIU!]l‘]'E- 981|11°'10/10'8 | 9'85|10°52| 878 S'?Eilﬂ'ﬂﬁ! 876

Zymotie| 129 105 073 117 17| 057 073 052 072 D'ES? 073
; I i

il i |
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13. The table given below compares the death-rate for the year
with those of the neighbouring Districts, and for the whole of England
and Wales.

| r
|
1910. ilr':rd{ngmn. el WO e
|
b8 110 9:91 13-4
|

INFANT MORTALITY.

14. Of the 276 Deaths belonging to the district, 60 occurred in
children under one year of age, giving a percentage to the total
deaths of 21°7, and a rate of Infant Mortality of 89 per 1,000
registered births,

15. The following Table shows the rate of Infant Mortality
compared with the total number of Births and Deaths belonging to
the district :—

| Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of
Deaths of | Deathsof | Deaths of
Annual Rate | Infants under | Children under | Infants under
of One Year Five Years One Year
Mortality. to ; to to
Total Deaths. | Total Deaths. | Registered
: ! Births.
4 |
876 21°7 289 .i 89

16. Though this Rate is not quite so low as that of the previous
year, it is on the whole a fairly satisfactory Rate. [ consider that at
the present time, the Rate of 1909, namely, 74, was about the one
which ought reasonably to be obtained on the average, so that the one
for 1910 is rather above this figure and it means that no doubt
certain deaths occurred which might under some circumstances have
been prevented.
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17. The following ave the causes of death in children under one
year of age :—Whooping Cough 2, Diarrhaea 5, Enteritis 1, Premature
Birth 15, Congenital Defects 6, Atrophy and Marasmus 8, Tuberculons
Meningitis 1, Tabes Mesenterica 1, Meningitis 2, Bronchitis 6, Con-
vulsions 2, Pneumonia 7, Suffocation 1, other causes 3

18. Compared with last year we notice that there was an
increased mortality from Pneumonia, Bronchitis, and Diarrheea. The
increased mortality from Diarrhea is unsatisfactory because there
was nothing in the climatic conditions to warrant an increase in
Infantile Diarrhecea. -

19. It is very satisfactory to note that, with the exception of
Diarrheea, only two deaths occurred from Zymotic disease, and these
from Whooping Cough, a disease which at present it is impossible to
control to any marked degree,

20.  Asinprevious years of late, a Health Visitor employed by the

Warwickshire County Council has been resident in Erdington, and
given a considerable portion of her time to the investigation of the
conditions of life of the infant population.  Owing to the illness of
one of the Health Visitors in the early part of the summer, rather less
time was given than has been the case in the past, but still much
good work has been done. In this the Midwives as a bedy have given
their aid in notifying cases of confinemeuts attended by them, so that
the house might be visited and information given to the mothers on
the proper tending of the infants.

21.  Although perhaps not coming actually within the scope of the
yvear’s work, in connection with this the most satisfactory point that
I know of and therefore worthy of remark is, that acting on my advice,
immediately after the end of the year, the Council decided to take the
necessary steps for the adoption of the Notification of Births Act,
1907. This fills a much-needed want. Owing to the enlighteued policy
of the Warwickshire County Council, Erdington like other districts,
had the opportunity afforded of beuefiting by the ministrations of
Women Health Visitors, and in no part of their work can they do so
muech good as when advising motheis—particularly young mothers—
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on the proper treatment and feeding of their children. If the
Notification of Births Act be enforced, mtimation of the births i;
received on a very much earlier date, and consequently there is time
for visits to take place before wrong habits of feeding have been
commenced. | have not the least doubt that one of the main factors
touching infant mortality is the question of the proper feeding of
infants, proper that is, not only in quantity, but in quality. A
very large proportion of infants die in the very early months of life
owing to the ignorance of mothers as to how they should treat their
children.  Mistaken physiological views, teo, as to the ** hardening ”
of children, and as to the ideas of what they can eat, have much to do
not only with early death, but with the production of constitutional
weakness so frequently observed at later ages. I cannot understand
how any Council, situated as we are in Warwickshire, could refuse to
adopt the measure, fraught as it must be, with so many possibilities
of improvement of the public health and national physique.

22, The Infantile Death Rate, as given above, is that of the real
residants in this district. In the past, if we have taken the whole of
the births, many of them illegitimate, oceuring in the Workhouse and
not really belonging to the district, the rate has been found to be
considerably higher, but in 1910 the rate of mortality including them
was only one more, namely 90, than for the distriet proper.

23. The figures in the next table show the distribution of deaths
in each quarter, together with the total and zymotic death rates :—

|  Zywmotic
1910, Deaths. | Death Rate. I Death Rate.
: l i
b ] s
15t quarter ii 977 1414
nd ., 7] i'23 0+12
ard ., 63 2-00 050
4th ,, 79 1003 114
|

24, It will be observed that the death rate was lowest in the
second quarter of the year, and highest in the last quarter, but as a
matter of fact, even in this quarter, it was perfectly normal.
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25. The zymotic death rate was lowest in the second quarter
and highest in the first and fourth quarters.

ZYMOTIC DISEASES,

26. Twenty-three deaths have been registered from the seven
principal zymotic discases, namely : Whooping Cough 8, Diphtheria 8,
Scarlet Fever 1, and Diarrheea 6, This gives us a zymotic death
rate of 073, which was fractionally higher than in 1909, but below
the average of the previous ten years.

SMALLPOX.

27. Not a single case of this disease occurred during the year.

SCARLET FEVER.

28, One hundred and forty-five cases of this disease were notified,
and it is really a very extraordinary fact that only one death was
registered, showing a rate of mortality very much below the low rates
observed in previous years.

29. The mortality on notified cases is 0°68 per cent.  Last year
it was 1'5 per cent., and I then remarked * this is the lowest rate of
mortality I ever remember to have recorded.”

30. It is a curious fact that there was no increased prevalence
in the autumn of the year. In each quarter the number of cases
notified was between twenty and forty.

MEASLES.

31. I am pleased to be able to Report that not a single death
has been registered from this disease, and, as far as I know,
comparatively few cases have been notified. Arrangements have been
made by means of which the School Teachers and the School Atten-
dance Officer notify all cases of infectious or suspected infectious
disease to the Medical Officer of Health, and the total number of cases
of Measles notified from this source has been eight.
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DIPHTHERIA.

32, The number of cases of Diphtheria has been two less than in
the previous year, thongh the rate of mortality has been a little
higher. Kight deaths were registered on account of it, but this is a
low mortality compared with what was experienced a few years ago.

33. | have visited all the houses and schools when outbreaks of
this disease have been notified.

34. In the antumn an outbreak occurred in Moor End Ward,
almost entirely associated with the Elementary Schools in Moor End
Lane. The new arrangements made by the County Authority for the
Medical Inspection of Schools were an extraordinary help in
dealing with this outbreak. I was in constant communication with
an Assistant County Medical Officer, who kept the Schools under
observation and swabbed at frequent intervals all known cases, all
suspected cases, and many who had been associated with suspected
cases. As a result, several children were found showing virulent
bacilli in their throat secretions, who were quite free from clinical
symptoms.  All these were excluded until they were free from the
bacilli of diphtheria,

35. In conuection with this outbreak I invoked the aid of the
Medical Practitioners attending the cases, and many of these seconded
my efforts to a very large extent by themselves taking and submitting
swabs from infected and suspected cases, and thus helping to
determine when excluded children might safely be allowed to return
to school.

36. Never in the history of Diphtheria in Erdington has an
outbreak been so scientifically dealt with, and I found it quite possible
to eontrol the epidemic without proceeding to that somewhat unsatis-
factory and unscientific method of closing the whole school and upset-
ting the Educational arrangements of the neighbourhood.



The Anti-Toxin supplied by the Council has been much more

in demand than in past years, and I think to some extent the present
comparatively low mortality is due to the opportunities afforded of early

treatment.

In this respect it is worthy of mention that the scheme

adopted by your Committee, on my advice, some years ago, has now
been approved and sanctioned generally by the Local Government

Board in aun order issued to the Local Sanitary Authorities,

The arrangements of the Order are as follows :—

“Arricr: L--We zanction the provision by the Council of every
County Borough, the Council of every Urban District, and the
Council of every Rural District, or their contracting with any
person for the provision, in pursuance of Section 133 of the Public
Health Act, 1873, of a temporary supply of diphtheria anti-toxin,
and of medical assistance in connection with the temporary supply
of diphtheria anti-toxin, for the poorer inhabitants of their
District, subject to the following condition, that iz to say,—

The arrangements with respect to the keeping, distribution,
and use of the diphtheria anti-toxin shall be made in
accordance with the adviee of the Medical Officer of
Health."

“* ArTicLE II.—The duties assigned to the Medical Otticer of Health
by such one of the two General Ordeis dated the Twenty-third
day of March, One thousand eight hundred and ninety-one, as
applies to his case, or other the Regulations for the time being
issued by Us and superseding the Regulations prescribed by the
said Orders, shall be deemed toextend to and to include all action
by the Medical Officer of Health in the execution of this Order.”

“ ApticLg 1IIL—Where one-half of the salary of a Medical Officer of
Health is intended to be payable by a County Council or by the
Council of a County Borough under the Local Government Act,
1588, such one of the two General Orders dated the T'wenty-third
day of March, One thousand eight hundred and ninety-one, as
applies to his case, or other the Regulations for the time being
issued by Us and superseding the Regulations prescribed by the
said Orders, shall apply and have effect as if the Regulations
thereby preseribed included a provision authorising the Uouncil
of the District, or requiring them at Our direction, to pay from
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time to time to the Medical Officer of Health, in addition to the
salary or other compensation payable under the said Regulations,
a reasonable compensation for all action by the Medical Officer of
Health in the execution of this Ovder.”

CAprictg IV.—This Order may be cited as ** The Diphtheria Anti-
toxin (Outside London) Order, 1910."

38, Pyphoid Fever.—Only 8 cases of this disease were notified
in the whole district, of which 5 were reported from the Workhouse,
and were in-patients in that lustitution from ountside districts for the
purpose of treatment. The other three cases were people belonging
to the district proper, but they were all more or less peculiar, and
possibly were diflicult and doubtful cases. Fach was sent to the
General Hospital, Birmingham, and in neither case was any notifica-
tion of Typhoid received from that Iustitution, and moreover, the
patient in each case remained in the Institution but a comparatively
short time. It is well known that Typhoid Fever is a very difficult
disease, in certain cases, to diagnose, particularly in the early stages,
and I am inclined to think that all these cases, though no doubt
showing many early symptoms of Typhoid Fever, were not in reality
cases of the disease. In connection with this I may mention the
areat help which can be afforded by an examination of the bloed of
percons suffering by what is known as Widals re-action.  This is open
for all medical men resident in the county free of expense, and owing to
improvements in baeterial methods there is no doubt that very valu-
able, if not conclusive evidence can be given in the diagnosis of this
disease in the majority of cases.

39, Whooping Cough.—This disease wassomewhat prevalent, much
more so than in the two preceding years. Eight deaths were registered
from it. 1 have before pointed out that most of the cases of
Whooping Cough occur under five years of age [f cases occur asso-
ciated with what are called colds or coughs in the house, I amu quite
sure that the ovigin of them is often unsuspected. Our only hope of
doing much to remedy the mortality is by the advice of Health
Visitors to mothers, cautioning them of the danger of neglect and of
exposure to cold while the disease is in evidence,
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£0. Diarrhoa.—Seven deaths were registered as due to this
disease, compared with 4 and 10 in the two previous years. Of these,
however, only 6 eccurred in persons belonging to the district proper.
The other one oceurred in the Workhouse in a person removed from
outside. Of the 6 deaths, 5 oceurred in children under a year. As I
have mentioned in the previous paragraph, I am somewhat surprised
at the increased mortality in 1910, It is well known that diarrhea
is chiefly affected by increase of temperature in the autumn, and all
of us remember what an unseasonable, cool, and wretched autumn
we experienced last year.

41. Tnfluenza.—Only two deaths were registered as due to this
disease,

The mortality from bronchitis and other diseases of the respira-
tory organs was much about the average, the figures being—
pneumonia and bronehitis 44, as against 43 in the previous year,

42.  Phthisis.—I am pleased to be able to report that with a
much increased population the number of deaths registered from
Phthisis or Consumption has again been smaller in 1910,  The
number of deaths registered was 15, compared with 19 and 23 in the
two previous years. The percentage of Phthisis to total deaths fell
as low as 5'4. It was 60 and 90 in the two previous years. This
i1s a very satisfactory rate compared with the rest of the country,
but it still shows what a terrible scourge Consumption is when we
see that it produces, even in the year under review with a mortality
so especially low, nearly as many deaths as the whole of the
infectious diseases taken together.

43. Under the Ovder of the Local (Government Board, whereby
poor persons suffermg from Phthisis are notified by the Poor Law
Officers, I have received 11 notifications, dealing altogether with 9
persons. Kverything possible under present circumstances has been
done. Every case has been visited by one of the County Council
Health Visitors, who has given leaflets showing what should be done
by the patient and others in the house, and also making suggestions
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which may materially add to the comfort of the patient.  In all cases
where deaths have been registered from the disease, thorough disin-
fection has taken place by the Sanitary Staff.  This [ am couvinced
is having good results, and at the same time I cannot help feeling that
the publi¢ conscience is becoming stirred to the necessity of doing
something definite to arrvest the ravages of this disease. The Lord-
Lieutenant of the Couunty in the wmonth of July called a county
meeting at Warwick, and suggested the desirability of ervecting «
Sanatorium for i.i.ﬁﬂl.i.l]g with Consumptives in memory of our late
King, Edward VI1. The project was taken up somewhat enthusias-
tically, and it is much to be hoped that efforts will be made to carry
the scheme to a successful issue, not only as the most suitable
memorial to a much-loved King, but for dealing in the most satisiac-
tory way with what is now one of the most serious of the remediable
types of disease.

+4,  Cwneer.—The number of deaths from cancer and malignant
disease was 2D, compared with 24 in the previous year. Allowing
for inerease of population, the mortality was practically identical with
the previous year.

AN ACCOUNT OF ENQUIRIES MADE A5 TO CONDITIONS
INJURIOUS TO HEALTH, AND OF THE PROCEEDINGS
ADVISED: ALSO AN ACCOUNT OF THE SUPERVISION
EXERCISED OVER PLACES AND HOUSES WHICH THE
SANITARY AUTHORITY HAVE POWER TO REGULATE,
WITH THE ACTION TAKEN IN REGARD TO OFFENSIVE
TRADES.

45, During the year the same prineiples of inspection and super-
vision which have done so much for the sanitary condition of the
district in the-past have been continued. The Assistant Inspector
has given the bulk of his time to the systematic inspection of the
smaller houses in the district, with the result—as shown in the
Appendix—that very valuable work has been accomplished in pre-
venting the depreciation of the sanitary condition of property. No
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less thau 1501 houses have been thus inspected, and in these 584
defects were found which required remedying. If it is remem
bered that the district is a comparatively new one in the building
sense, the importance of such inspection is indeed obvious, when I
state that no less than 143 cases where water-closets were broken or
defective, while 63 sinks have also been found defective.

46.  One of the most iuteresting points in connection with this
is the fact that the Sanitary condition of the Distriet has nudoubtedly
been raised, for in nearly every case, property owners have shown
themselves willing to deal with the defects to which tneir attention
has been ealled, at an early date and in a satisfactory manner, and
during the year, although so mueh improvement has been asked for,
in not a single case has it been necessary to invoke legal assistance.

NOTIFICATION,
17. Two hundred and thirty-five eases have been notified, all

told, of which 194 belonged to the District proper and 41 to Institu-
tions. The cost of notification was £25H 17s.

IRSOLATION,

48. We have found it necessary to isolate during the year, 96
cases, all of Scarlet Fever. This is rather fewer than in the previons
year, when the figure was 110. In addition, 3 cases notified as
Typhoid Fever, were dealt with at the General Hospital, Birmingham,
while one case of Diphtheria was treated at the Children’s Hospital.
[n one case, a patient suffering from Scarlet Fever, was removed to
the City Hospital with the consent of the City Authorities, as it eame
into onr distriet from Birmingham already infected,

19, The isolation of Scarlet Fever patients has been a great boon
to the inhabitants, although I have long given up the idea of endeay-
ouring as a routine measure to treat every patient in Hospital, |
believe that not only is this unnecessary and an undue charge on the
rates, but that many of the difficnlties urged against Hospital isolation
have been dune to indiscriminate and unnecessary removals,
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WATER SUPPLY.

50. Thirteen samples of water have been analysed by me during
the year, a monthly sample of the supply delivered by the Corporation
of the City of Birmingham, and one from a surfuce well in Chester
Road. As a matter of fact, owing to the action of your Council in
the past, in so carefully testing the nature of the water supplied by
surface wells in the District, except in a few instances, these have all
been closed and it may almost be taken as definite, that the District

as a whole is now supplied entirely by water supplied from the mains
of the Corporation of the City of Birmingham.

51. During the year the water supplied was of excellent
quality and consisted almost entirely of the New Welsh supply. The
softness and purity of this supply is such that the District may
consider itself fortunate in having such an excellent water available,

02, The sample taken from the surface well, was not found to be
sufficiently polluted for proceedings to be taken to close the well.
It will be kept under observation.

ADULTERATION OF FOOD.

03, The Food and Drugs Acts have been administered by the
Warwickshire County Council as in previous yzars and no samples
have been submitted to the Public Analysts by your Officers.

OVERCROWDING,

54, Owing to the supply of houses in the district being
plentiful, there is very little reason for overcrowding; and, as a
matter of fact, in only two instances were eases discovered, and these
were at once dealt with without recourse to legal proceedings.

OFFEXBIVE TRADES,

55. The district is to be congratulated on the fact that there is
no such business now carried on within the district. During the
year the gut scraping establishment, which, in a modified form has



been existing for a year or two, has heen removed and the premises
are now void. It is only fair to say that during that portion of the
year when the trade was cavried on, successful efforts were made to
prevent nuisance of a serions kind,

SCHOCLS,

26. The new Medical Inspection of Schools has altogethber
altered the arrangements and supervision of these institutions. In
Warwickshire there is an ample staff of medical officers and
school nurses to deal with these institutions, and under the new
memorandum by the medical officers of the Local Government Board
and Board of Education, suggestions have been made by means of
which there is increased co-ordination between sanitary and school
medical staffs. As a result, almost each week notifications have
been received fromn the county staff giving particnlars of cases of
disease breaking out in the schools. These have heen visited and
dealt with, much to the advantage of the children in the schools and
the inhabitants of the district.

NEW STREETS AND BUILDINGS.

57. I am indebted to Mr. H. H. Humphries, the Engineer and
Surveyor to the District Council, for the fellowing particulars of the
work done in his department :—

NEW STREETS AND BUILDINGS,

Seventy-two plans for new roads, buildings, etc., were submitted to the
Highways & PBuildings Committee for their consideration, representing
4 new roads, 243 dwelling houses, including 3 shops, 10 additions and
alterations to existing buildings, 2 churches, 2 works’ extensions,
2 new works, 2 electric theatres, and 12 miscellaneous buildings.

O thesze 60 plans were approved, representing 160 dwelling houses, including
3 zhops, 10 additions and alterations to existing buildings, 2 churches,
2 new works, 2 works’ extensions, 2 electric theatres, and 2 mizcellaneous

buildings.

Twelve plans were disapproved, representing 83 dwelling houses, 2
miscellanecus buildings, and 4 roads.
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The following Table shows the returns of approved Plana for each year for
the last ten years:—

i | I
Dezeription. 1901{1902(1903{1904 1905|1006 190?"1908 lﬁﬂg:lﬂlﬂ
e | !
; l ! | { |
| Dwelling Houses ... ...| BO8| 514 550| 430, 458] 777| 476 372 482 160
| New Roads.. o | & 2 3 5 — 5 :'}! - al —
| Alterations and Additions 6| 19} 27 a0/ 15| 8 12 30 16 10
Schools .. .. . 3 & 3 —I R (] R | S |
Churches I IR | Sy g = B T
Works : - 22— — 1] 2 21 2 — 2
Works l'.xlena'mnn. R 0 (LT (PR e (BN ul L aq 9
| Hotels | - )| [ =] = =]=]|~]| 2
| Miscellaneous | 13| 10, 26| 16 20| 15 23 10 2 10
| i | e e
| |
Totals ... | Hod :-'-£| (IR -IEE; 4991 821 522 411‘3! 524! lSEl
-——|'|..--. a I -

38, NEW BUILDINGS.

From this Talle it will be seen that the prevailing depression in the Building
Trade spread to Erdington during the year under review, with the
result that the number of plans submitted for new lruﬂdmgﬂ Was con-
siderably below the average in number, in fact the least number since
the year 1897.

[t is interesting to note that the erection of new Works and Extensions to
the existing Works at Witton is still proceeding, and that there are
important developments in the same direction about to take place at
Bromford.

The erection of the larger and more artistic type of houses, remarked upon

last year, it is pleasing to note, is still continuing, many such houses
having been erected both in the Chester Road and Gravelly Hill areas.

59, GENERAL DEVELOPMENXT OF THE DISTRICT.

The following new roads have been in course of construction during the
vear, viz. 1 —

Rosary Road ) }*ardg
St. Thomas’ Road 206
Abbey Road 333
(Jueen's Road .. 242
King's Road (part of) ... 104
Franciz Read (part of) ... 133
Broomfield Road . 104
Gladstone Road {exleumnn} 47
Oval Road (extension) .. 143

Total ... 1,822 lineal yards
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PRIVATE STREET IMPROVEMEXNT.

Plans have been prepared for ** making up ”' Springfield. off Fentham Road.

PUBLIC STREET IMPROVEMENTS,

Street Widenings and Improvements have been carried out in Wheelwright
Road, Slade Road, Copeley Hill, Hunton Hill, Station Road, Silverbirch
Road, Short Heath Road, Orphanage Road, Gravelly Hill North.
Witton Road, and High Street.

The paving of the footpaths, 3§ miles in length, of Gravelly Hill, Gravelly
Hill North, and Suatton Road, with Vietoria Stone flags, has been
carried out.

Kerbing and Channelling has been laid down in Kingsbury Roead, from
Wheelwright Road to Bromford Lane.

Plans have been prepared for widening and improving the lower portion of
teservoir Road, 620 yards in length.

It ia hoped that the extension schemes for the development of the Bromford
Area which include road widenings and diversions, which have been in
hand for s=ome time, will shortly be arranged for,

NEW EBRIDGE=,

Planz have been prepared for a new 50-ft. wide Masonry Bridge over the
Witton Brook at Brookvale.

Planz are in course of preparation tor two new 3H0-ft. wide steel girder
Bridges over the Canal at Bromford, one carrving Bromford Lane and
the other Wheelwright Road.

SEWERAGE.

The re-construction of the sewer, #79 yards long, in Slade Road, fromn George
Road 1o Stockland Green, iz being carried out by direct labour.

The ascheme for the zewerage of Bromford and the eastern side of the District
has been zettled upon, with the exception of a few details which have
vet to be arranged, and it iz hoped that complete plans for these pro-
posed workzs will very shortly be ready for presentation to the Local
Government Board.

The same remarks apply to the proposed storm water sewers for the Brom-
ford Area,

The re-construction of the Moor End Lane sewer waz completed during the
V.

A new =ewer hasz been laid in Broomfield Road.
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(4. SEWERS GENERALLY.

The sewers have received constant inspection and Hushing during the year.
Practically no complaints in regard to them have been received, and
but two minor stoppages, which occurred in small sewers in Trafalgar
Road and Gravelly Hill North, had to be dealt with. The one in
Trafalgar Road appeared to be due to the objectionable habit of zome
of the residents in the neighbourhood in using the drains as the best
available means of disposal for disearded underclothing, ete.

o
I

PARKSE AND PLEASURE GROUNDS.

The laying out of the new Park, to be known as ** Brookvale Park,” wasz
carried out during the year, and it was formally opened on the
12th October, by the Chairman of the Council (Mr. W, E. Lee, J.P.}

The erection of the various buildings was carried out by contract, and
included the construction of the open-air swimming bath, which pro-
mises to be very popular.

The remainder of the work of laying out was carried out by ** unemployed
labour.™

Plans have been prepared for the erection of a Park-keeper's Lodge and
additicnal Lavatories at Brookvale Park

I'lans have been prepared, and are now before the Local Government Board,
for laying out Short Heath Park, the recreation ground in Court Lane,
purchased last year by the Council.

60. PUBLIC LAVATORIES,

Public Lavatories have been erected in Woodend Road, Orphanage Road,

and at the Tram Terminus at Chester Road _
67. RIVER IMPROVEMENT,

Preliminary plans and reports have been made in connection with propozals
for improving the River Tame at Witton, but, as the undertaking is
both extensive and would have to be a joint one, ihe questionisat
present deferred, pending the settlement of the *“*Greater Birmingham™
Scheme.

(8. HWOUSE REFUSE REMOVAL

During the year 1910, the total number of loads of refuse removed was
6,203, as compared with 5,805 in the previous year.

The number of loads of ** dry " refuse was 3,792 as compared with 5,306,
and of nightsoil 501 loads, as compared with 499,

The number of separate removals of house refuse was 275,489, as compared
with 268,233,

The working of the Department has been as satisfactory as in previous years,
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69. [ can again report that the Public Scavenging has been
excellently carried out.  Practically every ash-bin or ash-pit is
emptied every week, and personally I have had no complaints of any
deficiency on the part of the Contractor's men in carrying out the work.

70. Owing to the fact that nearly every privy-midden has been
converted into a sanitary water-closet in previous years, very lew
remain to be dealt with.  The Inspector tells me that three of those
existing have been converted during the year, and that hardly one
remains in those portions of the District where sewers are available.

VACCINATION,

[ am pleased to be able to report that the craze for neglecting
Vaccination has spread to no great extent in the Erdington District,
during the year. In the period under review 796 births were registered
and of these 643 were successfully Vaccinated. 57 Certificates of
conscientious objection were obtained, compared with 43 in the
previous year, but as a matter of fact,. though the number of births
registered was slightly fewer, one more case of sucecessful vaccination
1s recorded. The percentage of successful vaccinations therefore is as
high as 80'7.  This fact not only has an important bearing on
immunity from smallpox in the future, but speaks eloguently of the
good common sense of the householders in not being led away, as so
many other people have allowed themselves to be,

SYSTEMATIC IKSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT,

72, Year by year Erdington has been better looked after in this
respect. For many years its record has been a good e, but during
the past year, owing to the passing of the Housing and Town Plauning
Act, even greater attention than before has been given to those houses
coming within the scope of the Act. [ give in tabular form in the
Appendix, full particulars of the work done,
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73.  Three houses have been closed, and, strange to say, this was
not in consequence of sanitary deficiencies in a stroetural sense, but
because the water supply was highly polluted, and no other was
obtainable.  On proceedings being taken against the owner, he
decided to close the houses,

74 In a district like FErdington, increasing as rapidly as it has
done, systematic inspection, conscientiously carrvied out, is of the
utmost importance, as withont it—as experience has shown
numerous defects connected with drains and sanitary appliances
develope, and thus remain possibly undetected in many eases nntil
an outhreak of disease causes a full inspection to be made.

COWSHEDE AND MILKSHOPS,

75.  The Inspector informs me that he has inspected these verv
earefully thronghont the year, and eonsiders that as a whole they ave
in a fairly satisfactory condition as such buildings go. The main
point to be insisted on is the neeessity for further cleanliness of the
sheds themselves, and of the hands and clothes of the milkers.
Grosser defects are now comparatively vare, but it is unhappily rare
to find that milk is produced as a regular thing in conditions which
modern seientific knowledge demands as essential in the interests of
publie health.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOTE,

76. There has been a slight inerease in the number of these in
the District. two having been added during the year. The Inspector
reports that much attention has been given to them, and that they
have been kept in a satisfactory econdition, and the ventilation is
generally satisfactory.

CORCLURION,

77.  In summing up the observations I have made in the Report,
the most striking point is that both our general death rate and our
zymotic death rate are very jow indeed. Our death rate is as low



practically as it was in the vecord year of 1907, and this despite the
gradual Urbanization of the district, and the increase of those con-
ditions tending to reduce the natural healthiness of a district, These
difticulties have been met however by the wise administration of your
Committee, so that you eau poiut with pleasure to the figures given
in this Report, as the fruitful results of your work.

5. In concluding my Report for 1909, | stated that there
were two points which appeared to demand attention before others,
namely : Provision of a Destructor and the adoption of the Notifica-
tion of Births Act  As regards the former, this, for obvious reasons
has properly remained in abeyance, while | am pleased to be able to
record that you have decided to adopt the Aect.

79.  Let me again Mr. Chairman tender to you and the members
of the Committee, and all my brother officers, my thanks fur the
willing help given to me in dealing with the health of this important
District throughout the year,

| remain,
Y our obedient servant,

A. BOSTOCK HILL, M,Se¢,, M.D., D.P.H., Camb,,
Medical Officer of Health,
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TABLE VII.

SUMMARY OF SaNITARY Worg poxNE 18 THE Ixspretron oF NUISANCES
DEPARTMERT DURING THE YEean 1910, ¥ tHE UrBax

SARITARY DistricT oF ERDINGTON.

by Authority.

Nuizances abated
after Notice,

Formal Notices

Inspections and
Olservations made,

e —— e ——

Dwelling { Foul Conditions ~.11953| 13 | 453

Houses | Structural Defects .. 1885] 11 | 515

and | Overcrowding ... ol 10 — |0 2

Schools. | Unfit for Habitation ... il—| 3

Lodging Houses —

Dairies and Milkshops e Y PSR W

Cow Sheds 1 25/ | i

Bakehouses . S S 1| |
Slanghter-houses o T |

Canal Boats ... [ P

Ashpits and Privies ... sl Tokrad

Depumts of Refase and Manure S Y B

Water-Closets ... T | (RS e 1

House |Lefective Traps l'&f: —af 12

Drainage No Disconnection [)d i 15

Other Fanlts ... | SEEL & | 135

Water Supply 3 — 1

Pigsties ; 20| — f

Animals lmplupel Iy Lept o] D2 — | 33

Offensive Trades ]Hi s ]

Smoke Nuisances = | | T

Other Nuisances .. 232 89

Torars  ...[6111{ 39 [1774

——— e S SRS A A e i s




No.
Seizures of Unwholesome Food
Samples of Food taken for Analysis
" Food found adulterated il —
" Water taken for Analysis ... el s
0" Water Condemned as anfit for use ... el —
PRECAUTIONS AGAINST INFEOTIOUS DISEASE.
Lots of Infected Bedding Stoved or Destroyed ... i
Houses Disinfected after Infectious Disease e | 209
Sﬂhﬂ{}iﬂ " " " i e e ]
Prosecutions for not Notifying Existence of Infectious’
Disease
Convictions for not Notifving Existence of Infections
Disease [l
Prosecutions for Exposure of Infected Persons or Things —
Convictions » i " " n e
Drains tested with Smoke Machine TR L
w found Defective ... 61
Licenses issued for Hackney Carriages 8 f
i for Drivers and Conduetors 17
" Pawnbrokers - £ i
" Gamedealers 3
i Benzoline and Petrol ... 4]
Prosecutions : Hackney Carriages 2
Convictions : " " ]

WALTER BROWN, [luspector of Nuisances.
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TABLE IX.—Erdington Urban District.

Factories, Workshops, Laundries, Workplaces, and
Homework.

1.—INSPECTIONS : Including Inspections made by Sanitary [nspector
or Inspectors of Nuisances,

Number of

Premfacs, Inspec: | Written | Prosecu.
tions. i Notices, tions,
e — L e ————————— e e | -
Factories mr:.l’r.ldtm; Ff:c!my Laundries) 19 | 2
Workshops r‘iirtc.!'an'th Work S.h-{:_p L{Hrﬂdﬂe&j | = 184 |
Workplaces o _ e i3 =
|
Total . 158 ¢ 1 —
2.—DEFECTS FOUND.
Number of
Particulars, | ._._ | Reme- | Prosecu.
Frand, died. ! tions,
Want of Cleanliness ... 2 2 —
Other Nuisances ... : 3. 11 11
Insufficient Sanitary .-!.c:.mnnm:iatmn it Bl - -
Unsuitable or Defective Sanitary Accommodation ...| 2 2
Sanitary Accommodation not separate for Sexes . - | =
Tatal > 15 15 | --

3. —HOME WORK.

Addresses of Out- |

workers, |[|'l“'E"-L tiomn
Nature of Works, Received Forwr f.lc-rl' of {iut
from other| to other | WOT cers’
Councils. | Couneils, | Premises.
Wearing .-*.ppa.m!—\lakmg .!zc s 16 T T
Cleaning and W a_'-;'htu[, A 1 = e
P-lper Bags and Boxes ... 5 & - - | .= |
T A i DT | o

4. —REGISTERED WORKSHOI'S.
Total number of Workshops on Register . 5 34
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TABLE Xl. Erdington Urban District.

Svystematic House-to=-House Inspection.
No. of Houses inspected, 1501,

e

NUISANCES AND DEFECT: REMEDIED :—

Obstructed or defective drains

Defective or broken W,(C.'s

Dirty houses or parts thereof

Defective floors, ceilings, walls, &ec.

Defective Sinks

Defective spouting and roofs

Defective yard and entry paving

Over-crowding

Animals and poultry kept so as to be a nuisance

Honses withont efficient ventilation (windows wmade to
apen, -»".'L:.':I

Other nuizances

Total
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