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EPSOM RURAL DISTRICT.

Report of the Medical Officer of Health,

FOR THE YEAR 1903.

I Population, Births and Deaths, 1903.

1.— Populetion.—The neti populadion of the disirict in the middle of the vear under review, after
the deduetions of the special inmates of the London County Asvlum, the Boys® Surgical Home, and the
Kensington and Clielsen Sehools, may be estimated at 20,430, sssmming that it has inereased at the same
rake sinoe the census, 1001, as it did duriog the preeeding decade,

8, — Births, —The number of Rirths repistered in the District doring the year was 458, which
reprosents o Mirth-rate of 225 per 1,000 of the population, as against an average rate of 289 for the
previons bon years.

8, = etths.— The number of Deaths registored in the Distriet during the year was 369 ; deducting
202 deaths in the Banstead Lunatic Asylum, the Kensington and Chelsea Schools, and the Cuddington
Tsolation Hospital of persons not belonging to thoe District, and adding 80 deaths in the Epsom Work-
honse, and in the Brookwood Asylun, of persone belonging o the Ddstrict, there remain 197 deaths,
which represent an Junnnd Death-rate of 96 per 1,000 of the nett population, ns against an average rate
of 12-0 for the previous ten years,

4. —Infant Mortality.—The deaths of fuftaes under ong year were 30 in number, and were at the
rate of 86 per 1,000 of the registered births, as against an average rate of 100 for the previous ten years ;
14 of the children were males and 16 wers females ; fve of the deaths were doe to Epidemie Diarrboea,
seven to Whoeoping Cough, and theee to Bronchitis and Pnenmonia,

5.— Pulmenary Consumption.—The deaths from Pulmonary Consumption were 15 in nomber, and
wore ab the mte of 0-T4 per 1,000 of the population, o8 againgt an average rata of 0°05 for the provious
ten yonrs.

B.—Inflwsnza cansed two deaths,

T.—The Zywmotic Death-rate for the year was 1408 per 1,000 of the population.

The following table comparez certain of these fipures with the corresponding figures for neighbooring
districts, and for England and Wales, for the year 18008 :—

! Desti-Bare.

| PorvLarios Bawrn- s —| Inwaxw
| wt Census, 1901 KavE. All e Priccipel MoBTALITY
Cuuses. | Aymotio Diseazes

England and Wales e o | one 154 146 | 142
England and Wales {Hural) i Fr . | 278 145 108 118
Carshalion Urban Disirics .. - i 6,746 | 257 105 028 110
Diocking Urban Dstrict .. s s 7470 224 14-0 -5l 1l
Tpsoan Urhan Dizirict e ra . 10,216 209 10:0 046 107
Leatlserhead Urban Dissrict ‘e ael 4,604 23 a3 06 i
Dorking Karsl IHatmes wa ve e 5T | 20 g G40 iR
Epaom HRuoeal District i = af 19,206 | rr 3 7 103 L1

(See also Tables 1. and IV, at the end of the report).

Il.—Suommary of Sickness and Mortality from the Seven Principal Zymotie Diseases, and
from the other Diseases which must be notified under the Infectious Diseases
(Notification) Act, 1889, and of the action taken for preventing their spread.

1.—Small Pox.—In May n young man, nged 21 yoars, was found to be suffering from a mild atiack
of Small Pox at s eobtage in Longfellow Boad, Clieam.  He liad oot been oot of the distriet, nor could
the goures of infection be trmesl.  He had four gosd marks of primary vaccination, bot be hod not been
re-vaccinnfed. iz home was abont three.quarters of & mile from the Croydon and Wimbledon Small
Pox Hospital, to which be was removed, but it did not appear thot he had hoad any communication with
the Hospital. The whole house was diginfected and cleansed, articles which bad been exposed (o
immediate infection were destroyed, and all peraonz who had been in contact with him were re-vaccinaied
and suisequently examined by me daily for a fortnight.
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(5)

The Joint Tsolation Hospital.—The number of patients who were removed to the Jeint Hospital for
treatment during the year, from each of the four districts forming the United District, with the nature of
their illnesses, is shown in the following Table :—

' |
Epzom Button | Carshalion | Leatherhead |Total in | Total in | Total in | Total in
Rural. Urban, Urban. | Urban. 1005 | 1002, | 190l | 1900

Scarlut Fever| 80 19 10 5 64 | 13 69 | o252
Diphtheria 15 15 T =5 87 38 25 23

Typhoid Fever, —— — 1 — i ] i i

In addition to the above, two cases of Bearlet Fover were admitted from Epsom, soven cases of Searlet
Fover from the Dorking districts, as well a8 o oumber of cases from the districes of the Tolworth
Isolution Hospital Board.

Five deaths [rom Bearlet Fever and three from Diphtheria took place in the Hospital during the year.

Small Pox Hospital af Cheam.—One patient was removed from this disiriet to the Crovdon and
Wimbledon Small Pox Hospital under the agreement which exists between this Doard and the District
Couneil.

JII.—Bummary of other Proceedings which were taken during the year under the
Sanitary Acts.

ngpections and Neisaeces,—Inspections were mode from fime to time in each of the parishes in
the District by the Inspeciors and mysell, ineluding honse-to-house inspections at Danstead, Tadworth,
the Bookbams, Ashiead, and Ewell, with the rosult that mony of the cottages were cleansed and repaired,
defects of drainage were romedied, and water supply was improved, as sot ot in the Inspectors’ reporis
on page 8.

The ownor of a row of eottages in Washington Road, Cheam, was fined £2 for permitiing o nuisance
to'be caunsed by defoctive doains, and in Decembor he was fined £5 for failure to comply with the Order
granted by the Magistmtes,

Towards the end of the year 1 made representations to the Counecil that three eoftazes, at Bookham,
Cobham, and Ewell mespectively, wore anfit for habitetion ; notices were served, and the cotiage ai
Bookham was elosed by the owner, bot forther proceedings with repured to the other twoe cottages had
not been taken by the end of the year.

The Council received complaints from the Parsh Couneil of Cliwessington of nuisance from the
dmﬁtn[ the house refuse of Barbiton in a feld near the high road, nud also in o brickfield, through
w there mn o [ll.ll.lliu footpath, The Disirict Conneil ook procesdings against the occupier of the
field for obstruction of the foolpath, and he was fined £1 and ordered to romove & portion of the heap,
Ag the disturbance of the old deposit in the sonumer months inercased the noiswnes, the Council decided
to take no melion to obiain the removal of the rest of the beap on the veesipt of an undertaking from the
pecupisr not 1o deposit any more refuse in the field and to complete the vemoval early in the winter. A
complaint was alan received of nuisanes arising from the earting of house refuse feom Oxshott Station to
5 neighbouring brickfiell. The Counecil ealled wpon the owner to obsorve greator care to prevent
nuisanee during the removal, and no further complaint was received.

Beveral complainis were reosived as to the nuisanee ariging from s pond at Oxshott, into which
sEwage had been discharging ; the pond was cleaned out, and the Couneil gave orders for it to be Bllad in.

8, — Cowsheds, Diriries and Millshops.—The register was revised and all the cowsheds were visited
and measured ; nine sases of overcrowding of catile in the sheds were abated, and a nwober of sheds
ware repaired, cleansed, ventilatod and drained, under notice from the Conneil.

8. —Slanghter-honses.—The Register of Slanghter-houses was made up, the premises were inspactod,
and steps were taken to enforee compliance with the Bye-lows, which were sanciioned by the Loeal
Government Eoard m October, 1002. At Great Bookham the walls of a slaughter-house, which had
been the subjeos of complaint, were lined with impervious material, the drainage was improved and the
eesaponl  was ired. Al Ewell the floor of a slaughter-house was paved, and the drains were
reconsirucied nus connected with the sewers, and plans for the reconstruction and dramage of other
premises were seceptod by the Council at the end of the yeur.

4.— Seavenging.—The Couneil agnin eoniracied for the fortnightly removal of house refuse [from
honses at Cheam and Ewell, The Parish Council of Ashtead rejected a further proposal of the District
Couneil thoat the latter Couneil should depute to them their powers for the collection of honse refuse
throvghout the perish ; the District Couneil accordingly resolved to exercise the powers themselves, and
contracted for the weekly removal, In May the lmslyt.im'mment. Doard issued an Order, upon the
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