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Public Hoalth Departnent,
Woet Hill Houso,

West Hill,
EPmﬂé
UrToy.
June, 1960,
To the Mayor, Alderneon end Counclllors
of the Borough of Epson and Ewoll m
> =~ \%

L
Mry Mayor, Ladies and Gentlomen, b 4

I have tho honowr to subnit an annual report for the year 1959,
The request for this report is mede in Mimlstry of Health Cirocular 1/60
in which there is reference to Regulations 5 (3) and 15 (5) of the Public
Health Officers Regulations, 1959 The report 1s in a forn which neets
the requirements of the Minlstry es sunmardsed in the letter,

Health oonditions hawe, on the whole, been satisfactory and the
vital statistios for the year bear this cute The nucber of births was
the highost since 1949 and the essoclated infant mortallty rate was the
loweet yet reocurded in Epeon and Ewelly, The mmbor of doaths was
eli lower than in the previouws year, and although deaths outnurbered
b 217 there are exceptional circumstances to ecccunt for thia,
Those are described in Soction I of the report.

The year was uneventful so far as tho incidence of infectiocus
disease was oonocernods Numorieally tho epiderdce of moasles, ccntimied
fron the provious year, waos the outetanding feature; the number of cascs
of scarlet fover incrompedy poliomyelitis was confined to one fatal
case, an umvaoccinated adult, This was the eoeond year in successicn in
which tho inoldenco of policmyclitis has been limitod to one cases The
natural hopo is that this is due to the offect of the campalgn of vaccina-
tion against this disensos So far as the population under 18 years of
age is concernad, it could well be Bo, for it iz estimated that 87% have
been treated, In the populstion sbove 18 years of age and below 40 years,
which 18 the prosent upper age linmit for the scheme, less than 50% have
been vaccinated, Those untreated in this secticn of the comrmnity may
EL mﬁi an erhanced risk of infection if the virus became active in the

The anmel repurt of the Chlef Public Health Inspector is the
last to be written by the presemt holder of the appointment, Mre W. H. Oy
Hagger, who i3 due to retire in May, 1960, He hap presented twenty=throe
such repomrte and they contain a recerd of the ateady progress towards
ioproved envirommental conditions which has been made during his tern cof
office, With Mr, Hagger's retirement the Council loses the services of
a nost oonsclenticus and officers The Council has decided to
prooote his deputy, Mre L. He Grace, to fill tho vacancy.

Once again I wish to bring to the notice of the Council the
consclentious work of all mepbora of the Public Health Departnent, and
the assistance which I hawve received from the Chlef Officera of the
departments of the Council's adulnistrations

I take this opportunity of thanking the Council and particularly
the Chairman and Mombers of the Public Health Cormittee for the continued
support and encouragement during the year,

I an, Mry Moyor, Aldernen and Councillors,

Your cbediont Servant,
CYRUS IVE.

Madieal Officer of Health,
(1)


















BIRTHS

Iive births mirbered 800 and this total was the highest since
1949, glving a crude birth rate of 11.8 per 1,000 populaticn. 4

lity factor (1,20) has been supplied by the Registrar General,
the use of which allows for the variaticn in age and sex distribution
of the population in different areas, and permits comparison of the
local rate with those of other diestricts. It alsc takes into account
the presence of residential instituticns in the loeality concerned,
After application of the factor & standardised birth rate of Lli,1 is
obtaineds The annual birth rate for England and Wales in 1959 was 16.5.

Of the 800 birthe 27 were illegitimates, The percentage of
illegitinate to legitimate births was 3,4, the corresponding figue for
the y of Surrey being Lele

Btill births numbered 18, giving a rate of 22,0 per 1,000 live
and still birthe compared with the rate of 20,7 for England and Wales,

LEATHS

Deaths assigned to the area mmbered 1,017 representing a crude
death rate for the district of 15,0 per 1,000 of the estimated total
resident populations This munber was made up of 483 males and 534
fenales, and was 50 lesa than in 1958, It included 366 of the deaths
which oceurred in the local group of mental hospitalp which had a mid=
year patient population of 7,242, On these figures the death rate for
the mental heospital population was approdimately 50,5 per 1,000 and that
fer the repainder of the distriet woe 10,7 The comparatiwvely high
death rate in the hoapital population is not unexpected when it is
rencobered that all of those admltted are in an sbnormal state of health
at the time, and thaot the majority are of an advanced ages

Three hundred and sixty-eight of the 651 deaths of private
regidents ocowrred in hospitals or mwrsing homes, equivalent to 5@ of
the totals

A comparability factor has been provided by the Reglstrar

General which may be applied tc the crude death rate fer use in comparing
the local death rate with the standardised rates for other areas or with
the crude death rato for Enpland and Walee, Ocmparability factors are
designed to allow for any local differences in the population structure
in relation to age and sex from that of England and Weles as a wholes
Since 1956 the factor has alse been adjusted to take inte account the
presenca of the larpge residential imstitutions which eccdiet in this area,

The comparability factor for 1959 1s 0.6l and when this is
applied to the crude death rate of 15,0 a standardised death rate of 9,1
results, The rate has stood at this lewel for three successive yearas,

Qayses of Death

The cauges of deaths assignod are claagified in Table III,
Of the total of 1,017 deaths, disesses of the heart and wmacular aysten
categories 17=21 in Teble III) caused 528, malignant diseases
catogories 10=-14) 177, and diseases of the respiratory systen
categories 23=29 101 deaths,

Aceldontsl Doaths
 Bead Accidonts

Four residente were ldlled in road accidents invelving moter
vehicles, all the accidents taking place on roads within the
Boroughe In 1958 there were five deaths due to this cause,
Brief details are ae followsi-
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The Public Health Laboratory serviee is meintained by the
Madicel Research Council on bohalf of the Ministry of Healths 4
local laberatory of the pervice is situated at West Hill House, West
Hill, Epsoms

The staff of the laboratory oxamine and report on material
submitted by medical practiticnera and on bacteriological conditicns
of samples of milk, focd and water taken by local authorities!
Public Health Departmentss The results of the examination of water
and milk supplies are summerised in later sections of this repart,
and thoge relating to ice=croam are dealt with in the Chief Public
Health Inspector?s roports

ACTL

The public ambulance gervice ies under the control of the
Swrrey County Council, who have given the following informaticn
regarding the use of the service in this areai=

The Borough is in the Metropolitan area of contrel, the main
ambulance station being situated in Malden (Telephone Nos Malden 7733).
There 1s a sub=gtation in Langten Avenue, Ewell.

In aceidents in the home or elsewhere or in sudden i1llness in
streets or public places, any reapcnsible persom may call the ambulance
to remove the patient (if by telephona dial 999)e Normal maternity
ecases will be removed if the applicant can giwve evidence that a maternity
bed has been bocked, Moternity cases with seriows complications or
where birth iz imminent, will not normally be mowved without the authority
of a doctor or certified midwife who should trawel with the patient in
the ambulanca, The removal of other caszes of illmess or accident will
be arranged by the hospital concernsd, or by the medieal practitionsr in
charge of the patient, For private removals a written request,
accomparied by a Doctor's certificate, should be made to the County
Medical Officer for his considerations Providing that these requirements
are fulfilled no charge will be made to usera.

DOMIC ING AND

Domiciliary mmeing is carried out by the district mmraing
sataff of the County Councll whose address 1s The Nurses Home, 19
Alexandra Road, Epsom, (telephons No, Epacm 1153),

PROVISION OF NURSTNG EQUIPMENT AND APPARATUS

The British Red Gross Scclety (Epsom, Ewell and Stoncleigh
Division) maintain a Medical Loan Depot at Red Cross Houss, 117 East
Street, Epsem (telophone No. Epsom 3250), The hours of opening arei=

Mendays, Wednesdays and Fridays 10 a.me = 12 noone

The depot has a wide range of equipment necessery for mmsi
in the homes i
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HOME HELF SERVICE

This service is administered locally by the Divisional Medical
Officer of the Swrrey Oounty Council, Details of the service can be
obtained from the superviscr at Ashley House, Ashley Road, Epaonm,
(telephons Nos Epscm 9512),

QARE OF MDTHERS, YOUNG CHITDREN, ETC.

The provision of services relating to the care of mothers and
young children, midwifery, health visiting, home muwrsing, immundsation
and vaceination, and domestic holp are the responsibility of the Surrey
Oounty Council as local health authoritys Day-to-day administration
is carried on by the Central Divisicomal Health Sub=Committee with offices
at Ashley House, fAshley Road, Epsoms The Health Centres are situated
at 44, Waterloo Road, Epsom and at Ewell Court House, Ewell,

Some of the outlylng parts of the Borough are served by centree
situated in adjacent diatricts, and for the isclated areas of Langley
Vale and the Wells Estate clinics are held twice a month at conveniently

gltuated premisea.

VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION

Immunisation against diphtheria, whoopling cough, tetamus and
poliomyelitis and vaccination against emallpox can be obtained from
general practitioners under the terms of the Natiomal Health Sexrvice lct,
or from County Council Clinics, Dotadils of the mmbers immudaed are
included in Section 6 of this reports

LSS00 lit3 CLINIC

A brasch of the Family Planning Asscciatlion functions in the
Borcughe, It provides a weelkly clinic at the Epscom District Hospitel
with the consent of the Hoespital Management Committee and the Medical
Superintendents The modical staff i1s appointed by the dAsgociation and
1z assisted by voluntary worksra. —The work of the Association is
concerned with the teaching of contraception to merried persons, and
alspg with the lmvestigation of aub-fertility and cther sox problems,

Information has been received from the Hone Secretary (Mrs.
E. M, Hawley, 44 Copse Edge Averue, Epsom (telephcne No, Epsom 2769)
of the local branch of the Association, that 2,241 visite were made to
the clinlec in the past year, including 442 first visits, and that postal
enquiries totalled 1,710,

ARELTMENT OF SCABIES, DELOUSING

The climdc for the treatment of people suffering from scabies
has contimued its work in the premises at the rear of "The Cedars",
Church Street, Epsome Tho work is carried out by a general trained
State Reglstered Murse, employed part-time, and has undcubtedly beon
effective in its resultss The functicn cf the clinic is cssentially
troatment, and patients are not accepted unless referred by a medical
practitionors Emphasis ig laid on the importance of prophylactic
troatment for close contacts,
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The aim is for every child to receive a primary treatment in
ita first year of life with reinforcing treatment every 3 to 4 yoars up
to the end of schocl life. It is not claimed, even with such troatmsnt,
that absclute immunisation will be attained by every child, but there
ia clear avidence that the riek of an untreated child contracting
diphthoria is four timee as great as that of an immunised child, and that

the risk of death 13 psarly thirty times as great.

Although no case of diphtheria has been notified in Epscm and
Bwoll for five years, there has been, during the past two years, an
increase in the incldence of this dlsease in soveral parte of the country,
including the London area, Immunisation against diphthoeria, therofore,
retains ite impertanco in tho imrundsation programme, for diphtheria is
cnly onc of the disoases which can bo contrelled by immundsations Otheres
include smallpox, ageinst which vececination is ‘desirable in the first
four months of ey whooping cough, which is ofton moet severe and
dangercus in young infants and therefore treatment should be concluded as
Boon as possible after aix months of age, poliomyelitis, which 1a at ita
nost commonest, Af not at 1ts sowverest, in the carly years, and therefore
must be included in the irmundsation programme at this stages Tetamus,
althcugh a rare digease now, requires coneideratiocn beforo the end of
the first year.

Fortumately 1t is sometimes possible to combine the treatnent
egainat diphtheria and tetanus In one series of injectiuvns, and aomotines
to add wheoping coughs If this can be arranged with the docter giving
the treatment 1t cortainly eases the burden cn the nother and 1a not so
trying to the patience of the child,

Treatnent can be obtained from genoral practitioners under the
terna of the Nationel Health Service Act, or from clinics arranged by the
local health authority, these being held at reguler interwals at all
Infant Welfare Centres serving the district, of which details are sot cut
on page 11, These arrangements are intended primarily for infants sud
others under achool age, Clinics in schools are arranged ag reguired by
the Divisional Modical Officer for pupils requiring treatment,

Notiflcations were roceived that 815 children received prinmary

treatnents and that 845 received reinforeing doses, The following
figures show how the facilitiecs for treatmont have been uscd,

Exdpary Treatnmont Relpforcing Doses

Treated et Clinlcs and Schocls 650 756
Treoated by General Practiticners e 89
815 845

e ———

At the end of the year it wee estimated that 60,9% of children
under the age of 15 years had been treated against diphtheria in the
pericd 1955 = 1959, and were still in an effective stato of irmundty.
The comparable figure for 1958 was 62,7%, and for England and Wales in
the sanc yoar 54.08.

AUTE POLTOMYELTTTS

The incidence of policmyelitis wos spall, only ome case being
notifieds This, unfortumately, was a virulent infection in an adult nale
who had not been vaccinated against poliomyelitis, and terminated in the

death of the pationt.
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