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The number of new caoses of tuberculecsis notified in priwte
regidercos for the peried 1954~-1958 averaged 30 per year ccmpared with
the pre-war figure of 44 per year. This is an appreciable decline and
is remarkable when it is remembered that greatly improved methods of
diagnosis are now available and that far larger mmbers are being examined
each yeors

Seven deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis and cne from non=
pulmonary tuberculcosis occcurrsd during the year, giving death rates of
0e10 and 0,02 respectively, These rates are considerably influenced
by the large hospital populatien for the reascns given in Secticm I of
this report, and may be considered satisfactory when comparing them with
the corresponding death rates for England and Wales which were 0.09 and
0.01 per 1,000 population, Of the deaths 2 were private residents and 6
were patients in mental hespitals. An analysis of deaths by age, sex
and form of disesse ia contained in Table VIII, which is further sub=-
divided to show whether the death was cof a private resident or of a patient
in ome of the mental hospitals,

The foll in recent yoars in the number of deaths continued so
far ns the private resgidents are ccncerned, and this featuwre of the
gtatistics can be regarded with satisfaction and as evidence of the
Increasing effectiveness of the preventive and remedial precauticns taken
against the disease, The figwres for the mentel hospital populaticn are
subject to fluctuation for reasons which do not operate in the case of
reaidents and can be discounted in a revlew such as this which covers a
comparatively short period of tioe.

The Epsom, Leatherhead end District Tuberculesis Care Committee
has continued its woerk with energy during the year under the Chairmanship
of Alderman Mra, A. Winter, The Secretary of the Committee is Miss M.
Wright, who iz aleo the Swrrey County Couwncil's Care Almoner in the ares,
and the Treasurer is Mr. T. L. Flanagan, of the Epsom Branch of the
Westminster Bank, Members of the Committee include representatives of
the Borough Council, the Leatherhead Urban Distriet Council, Associaticns
and Socleties interested in social welfare, and officers engaged in work
comnected with health, wolfare and relief, Thus the Committee is in a
good position to help solwe the specianl problems of the tuberculous perscn
and the househeld to which he belongs, and much valuable work has been dene,

G i tion a

This treatment i=s avwnilable at Chest Clinics to conbacte in ths
1y of tuberculous perscns, if prelininary teating shows that they have
already been infecteds It hns alao been offered to children betwecn
and 14 years attending maintained echools, and those private schcols
ch have co-cperated in the scheme of trestment. The treatment in
scheols is carried out by the staff of the Divisicnal Medieal Officer who
hag provided the follewing informaticn relating to the work done in local
schools in 1958,
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Public Health Department,
Weat Hill House,
Wust Hill,
EPS0M,
Surrey.

J'ﬂﬂ.a’ 1959,

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the

Mre. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my twenty-second Annual Report which relates
to the work of the Public Health Imspectors for the year emded 3lst
December, 1958, and is compiled in accordance with requirements of the
Sanitary Officers (Outeide London) Regulations, 1935,

A total number of 5,734 inspections and visite were made
during the year and over 800 complaints investigateds In the Housing
Section of the report it will be seen that & progress bas beon
made in the Council's fiwe year Slum Clearance programme and a2 mumber
of houses have been rendered fit by Informal action, The indtial
work under the Food Hyglene Regulations has been followed up and the
results achieved are encowraging, Many changes are taking place in
the reteiling of food and the housewife is becoming accustemad to Super—
markets and Self-Service Storess Whatever our wvlowe may be on this
form of trading, it musat be admitted that it has raised the standard
of food hygiens in the packaging, wrapping and display of foods There
are also elgns of more care ln the preparation and bandling of food and
an increasing mumber of traders who now recognise that food hyglene paye.

The general Improvement in the standard of liwving and benefits
provided by scientific progress are not always fully apprecisnted and
many of the privileges and amenities in modern life are taken for granted.
To scme pacpla, matters concerning public health seem relatively

and while they themselves live in a happy enviromment and
oy good health, show no interest in the subject, but it takes very
l'l.t-'l:-lﬂ in the way of 1ll-health or lnconvendencs to remind them that they
are very dependent on others for their well beings A choked drain or
a burst water plpe, a delay iIn the collectlon of household refuse or the
gight of ¢ rat in the gorden, gives rise to thelr immediate complaint
to the loecal authority with & demand for prompt attentions A pain or
foeling of siclmess after a meal in a cafe, the sight of a foreign object
(possibly quite harmless) in foodstuff purchased at & loeal shop or a
metal disc In a bottle of milk, will be treated with greet constermation
and reported to the Public Health Department with a request for legel
proceedings agninst the trader, While in no way wishing to dlscourage
reports of this nature, and I may soy they are always investignted,
Etiaul&rly complainta concerning food, I quote these examples to
ustrate the attitude of scme pecple who hawe no intorest in public
health mattera until they are affected perscnally,

Public Health concerns each one of us, it is part of ouwr daily
l'lwu and a responsibility to be shered by every member of the community,
Centrol measures are all very well, but much can bs dmme to preserve and
sefeguard the health of the public by example to others in matters of
cleanliness and perscnal habitss The impcortance of health education is
frlly recognised and where is there a more suiteble place for 1t to
¢ommence than in the homes The training of children in personal clecne
linesa, care in the preparation and handling of food, and general hyglone
in the home can be o great inflvernce on their way of living in the fubure,
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