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To the Chairmen and Members of the Councils of the
Epping Urban District, the Harlow Urban District and
the Epping & Ongar Rural District.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to place before you my Annual Report for
1957, compiled in accordance with the reguirements of Article 17(5)
of the Sanitary Officers (Outside London) Regulations, 1935, and .
Article 14(3) of the Sanitary Officers Order, 1926. The form of
this report is substantially the same as the one introduced by me
the previous year and the contents follow the usual lines.

As 1957 is the second complete year of existence of the Harlow
Urban and the Epping & Ongar Rural Districts,all statistical data
are directly comparable with those of the preceding year. For easy
reference I have, therefore, given in brackets some of the 1956 figures
alongaside those for 1957.

In Section C. the Public Health Inspectors have again given an
account of the sanitary conditions in the districts and of their work
during the year. To them as well as to the other officers of the three
authorities I wish to express my thanks for their co-operation and for the
information supplied for my report. I also want to record once more my
appreciation of the help and encouragement ~iven me by the members of the
three Councils. '

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your cbedient Servant,
I. ASH., M.D., D.P.H.
Medieal Officer of Health.







ADMINISTRATION AND PERS(INEL.

The revision of the apportionment of the Medical Officer of
Health's time which was pending at the closc of 1956 took place enrly
in the ycor under reviews With effect from let May, 1957, five eleventha
of his time were to be devoted to County Council duties and six elevenths
to District Councils duties. On paper this rearrangement appeared to
be reasonably satisfactory, but in practice it did not remove the
difficulties previously coxperienced. This wos due to the fact that,
although the Mediecal Officer of Health was relieved of his duties in
some of the Harlow schools, in the remaining ones the number of
children and hence the work involved had almost doubled in comparison
with the year before.

The allocation of the six half-days for County District duties
and of the connected expenses was arranged on a basis of 50% to Harlow,
LO% to Epping & Ongar Rural District and 10% to Epping Urban District.

In the course of the ycar Mr. M. Perry of the Epping Urban District
was successful in the exomination of the Public Health Inspectors Education
Board. This was the first time that the Epping Urban District Counecil
had trained o menmber of its staff for this particular examinaticn.
Unfortunately Mr. Perry left in October to take the appointment of
Additional Public Health Inspector at Hoddesdon. It was not possible
to obtain a replacement for him by the end of the yecox.

VITAL STATISTICS.

The mid-year population of the three districts stood at 77,280
(70,050), an increasec of 7,230 (6,370) over the previous year. Harlow
had 5,860 (5,170) morc inhabitants, Epping 350 (560) and Epping & Ongax
Rural District 1,020 (640) more. Harlow was, therefore, again responsible
for over two thirds of the total increase in the three distriots. The
excess of births over deaths accounted for 17% (16.2%) of the population
increase in Harlow and for 18.3% (9.6%) and 26.7% (41.2%) in Epping Urban
District and Epping & Ongar Rural District respectively. The balanoce
was due to immigration.

The birth rates have changed very little sinee the previous year,
with a fractional increase in Epping and an equally small decrease in
Harlow and Epping & Ongar. The death rates werc slightly lower in all
three districts. Both birth and death rates are again given as "crude”
and "adjusted" rates, and, although the difference between the two was
explained in the preceding year's report, subsequent questions and
discussions in committees have shown that the matter is not generally
understood and a brief explanation is, therefore, given in the following

paragraph.



The purpose of birth and death statistics is twofold - to
measure from year to year the variations in the size and composition
of the population and to serve as a rouch index of health. The first
object is attained by caleculatine the "crude" rates which simply give
the number of births and deaths ocourring during the year per 1,000
of the population of the district. Regarding the second object, that
of assessing the health of the community, this can only be done by
inference from mortality rates and to a lesser depgree from birth rates.
If the population in every local authority area were of the same apge and
sex composition,then a lower birth rate and/or higher mortality rate
in one or more of them would indicate the presence of some adverse
environmental influences. As it is, however, a district may have a
low birth rate and high mortality rate not because it is less healthy
than other districts but simply because it has a larpge aged populaticn.
It would, therefore, be unsatisfactory to compare "crude" rates because
one would not be comparing like with like. The "adjusted" (standardised)
rates, on the other hand, are weipghted to make allowance for the
differences in the structure of the population from year to year and
from district to district and are therefore better indices for the
purpose of comparison. Thus the "adjusted" rates for the three
districts given in Section C. are not only comparable with each other
but also with similarly adjusted rates of any other district and
with the rate for England and Wales as a wholes It will be noticed
that in Harlow, where the age composition of the population is unbalanced,
the difference between "crude" and "adjusted" rates is appreciable.

The infant and neo-natal mortality rates have inecreased in all
distriects but with the exception of Epping they are still lower than
the national rates.

The stillbirth rate in Harlow at 26.2 per 1,000 live and still
births was not only higher than that of the previous year (20.9 per 1,000)
but also higher than for England and Wales. In Epping the high still
birth rate for 1956 (42.2 per 1,000) declined to 32.9 per 1,000 in 1957
but remained hipgher than the national one.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

It is gratifying to be able to report that the appreciable
increase in deaths from malignant neoplasm of the lung and bronchus
noted in the previous year has not continued. In Epping and Harlow
the number of deaths was exnectly the same as a year before and in Epping
& Ongar it actually declined from 14 in 1956 to 5 in 1957. All the
deceased were men. i



Deaths from all other malignant neoplasms except that of lung
and bronchus increased in Harlow from 43 in 1956 to 58 in 1957 and
in Epping & Ongar from 16 in 1956 to 21 in 1957. 1In Epping deaths
declined from 16 to 1l in the corresponding period.

The numerieal increase in Harlow and Epping & Ongﬁf was due to a
larger population at risk, and mortality rates from this cause have
changed little in comparison with the previous year.

There were fewer deaths from coronary disease in Harlow and
Epping & Ongar but not in Epping.

COMMUINICABLIE DISEASES.

|
|

Events in 1957 confirmed the statement made in the previous ‘
Annual Report that "many communicable diseases have not yet been conquered"
and that these diseases "still demand a large amount of the Medical Officer
of Health's time and attention." A sharp outbreak of poliomyelitis :
occurred in Harlow in the summer and influenza swept through the three
districts in October and November.

Policmyelitis.

- Contrary to the experience in some other areas where it was found
that poliomyelitis spread through close contacts and within narrow channels
only, in Harlow it was observed that the disease was widespread in the
community. Although only 34 cases were notified it is known that a.
considerable nunber of people were ill with fever, sore throat and meningeal
irritation. These cases differed in many important respects from those of
aseptic virus meningitis observed in the sutumn of 1956 and must, therefore, =
be presumed to have been non-paralytie poliomyelitis, particularly in view
of the fact that paralytic cases were occurring at the same time. There
were so many of these non-paralytic cases and the local fever hospital was
so short of beds that most of them were treated in their homes. Of the
34 notified cascs 24 were paralytic, and of these one was fatal. In most
cases the paralysis was not severe and did not leave seriocus residual
disability. The table on page 40 shows the age and sex distribution
of the cases.

The attack rate at 95.3 per 100,000 population was one of the
highest in the country in 1957 but it must not be overlooked that the
population at risk, i.e. children and young persons, is larger in Harlow
than in other towns of comparable size.

In the Rural District there were six cases of poliomyelitis, four
paralytic and two non-paralytice.




All cases were thoroughly investigated, and a possible connexion
was found in four groups comprising three patients in one and two
patients in each of the other groups. There was history of river
or sea bathing within the incubation period in 8 of the 34 cases.

Two cases were diagnosed only after the appearance.of paralysis.

In one of them there was a hisfory of 2 previous mild febrile

disease, but in the other nec history cf illness or injuries could be
elicited, and the case came to the attention of the general practiticner
nnly'after members of the family noticed that the patient had ﬂevelopeﬂ
weaknesses of certain muscles.

Not one of the children who contracted pollamyelltls had been
vaccinated against the disease.

In all cases the close contacts were visited and given advice
and written instructions.

Influenza.

The influenza epidemic which struck the three districts was not
unexpected. Reports coming in the spring from the Far East through
the World Health Organisation and the Ministry of Health made it quite
obvious that a pandemic of the disease due to a new strain of virus
could be expected, and all general practitioners in the area were alerted
early in June.

Although isolated cases of influenza appeared earlier, the actual
epidemic started during the week ended 28th September. The Ministry of
Pensions and National Insurance reported that during that period the number
of claims for sickness benefit showed an increase of more than 100% on
the average weekly figure of 1956/57. The spread of the epidemic was
very rapid, and the peak was reached during the fortnight between October
6th and 19th. In some of the day schools sbsenteeism during this
period reached over h5%, and in one residential school in the area all but
one of the pupils and staff were taken ill. During the week ended 8th
October the number of new claims for siclkmess benefit reached 112 in
Epping and 372 in Harlow, compared with 34 and 77 respectively during the
corresponding week in 1956,

On the whole the disease was mild, but in a number of cases there
were pulmonary complications which were normally not officially notified.
Nevertheless 24 cases of pneumonia were reported during the year in the
three districts as against 1l in 1956, and there were 9 deaths attributable
to influenza, compared with 5 in the previous year.

Two interesting features of the epidemic worth mentioning are
that mainly children and young persons were affected and that there were



many cases of apparent relapse, occurring after zn interval vanying
from a2 few days to four weeks following the initial atteok. '

Vaccination againat influenza was made available to dectors,
nurses and other priority groups of persons but not before the epidemic
was already nearing its end, so that the effectiveness of this
prophylactic measure could not be assessed.

Measles.
The incidence of measles showed an expected increase during the

year under review. The figures for the past six years covering the
three districts clearly illustrate the biennizl cgycle of this disease:

1957 - 1890 cases = 24.4 per 1,000 population.
U] MRS Mt b
1955 oA 1390 n = 21.8 n n n
195['. £ 25‘? " - Ll-'l 6 n n n
1953 . 929 1t = 19' 0 n " "
1952 i 2?5 n = 6' 2 n n n

Intestinal Infections.

Eighteen cases of food poisoning, one less than in 1956, were
notified in the three districts. Twelve of them ocourred in Harlow
and six in the Epping & Ongar Rural District. All were isolated cases.
Salmonella typhi-murium was identified as the causative agent in
fifteen of the cases, and Salmonella heidelberg in one. . In the
remaining two cases the cause could not be established. '

Dysentery was much less prevalent than in the previous year, but
the 23 (151) notified cases in the three districts by no means represent
the total incidence. As the disease is generally mild many cases remain
undetected or are not notified. >

Trials with a new preparation for the treatment of Sonne dysentery

were attempted late in 1956, but the results were inconclusive because not

enough cases had been notified for an effective assessment of this drug.

Tuberculosis.

The general decline of tuberculosis in the country was not reflected

in ‘the notification figures of new dases in Harlow and in the Epping & -
Ongar Rural District. ~Only in Epping was there a drop from the previous
year's high rate of 1.0 new cases per 1,000 population to 0.24 per 1,000
population in 1957. In Harlow the number of new cases rose from 1l in

1956 (0.47 per 1,000 population) to 23 in 1957 (0.6 per 1,000 population)

and in the BEpping & Ongar Rural District from 8 in 1956 (0.25 per 1,000
population) to 24 in 1957 (0.72 per 1,000 population)s Nevertheless

10
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these fipures still compare favourably with those for the whole of
England and Wales where in 1957 the notification rate of all forms

of tuberculosis was 0.74 per 1,000 population. Details of new cases
added to the registers of the three districts and of those removed from
them are given in Section C. of this report.

The North East Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board's Mass
Radiography Unit which serves the area could not arrange a viksit durlng
1957 because of heavy commitments elsewhere. However, such visit was
definitely promised for the spring of 1958.

Before concluding this chapter a few words must be said about the
admini strative arrangements for the control of tuberculosis. The Public
Health Act, 1936, places upon the Medical Officer of Health of a County
District certain definite duties relating to the prevention of spread of
infections. Tuberculosis still remains one of the most important
commnicable diseases and causes over half of all deaths due to infection.
Nevertheless, the part that the District Medical Officer of Health is
allowed to play in its prevention is very limited. The Public Health
(Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1952, place upon the Local Health Authority
the responsibility for the prE?Eﬂtloﬂ of tuberculosis and the care and
after-care of tuberculous persons. The backbone of tuberculosis control
is the Chest Physician appointed by the Regional Hospital Board. His
duties, however, are mainly of a clinieal nature, and only a small part
of his.time, paid for by the Local Health Authority, is devoted to
prevention. Mass Radiography, an important weapon in the fight against
tuberculosis, is also directly administered by the Regional Hospital

Board. The Loocal Health Authority's part in prevention is carried out

by the Tuberculosis Visitor, who, although a full time County employee,

is in her work under the direct control of the Chest Physician. Under

this arrangement the County District Medical Officer of Health must entirely
rely upon others for the prevention of tuberculosis, although he himself

is generally responsible to his authority for safeguarding public health

in the area. He is also called upon to advise his Council on such
medico-social matters important in the control of tuberculesis as the
allocation of houses on health grounds. The present system is, therefore,
not very satisfactory because the task of tuberculosis contrel is divided
between the Regional Hospital Board and the Local Health Authority, neither
of whom has intimate knowledge of local conditions.  Furthermore, the
Ministry of Health's pious hope of close co-operation in the prevention

of tuberculosis between the Local Health Authority and the District Councils
(Circular 6/52) is not always fulfilled.

The responsibility for the prevention of milk-borne tuberculosis
is also divided between three suthorities: the County Council acting under
the Food & Drugs Act, 1955, the Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries & Food
under the Diseases ﬂf Animals Act, 1950, and the County District Medical
Officer of Health under the Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949. Here,
too, there is room for closer co-operation which could bring definite
benefits.

In the course of the year specimens of milk from four farms in the
Epping & Ongar Rural District were, on bioclogical examinatian, found to
be positive for tuberoulosis. Appropriate action was taken in every case.
LL



ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE.

As in the previous report, the environmental health services
are described in defeil in Section C.  Here comments are offered
only on a few specific matters.

Water.

The Public Health Inspector of Epping Urban District reports on
page 30 on the complaints received about the occurrence of a heavy
rusty deposit in the water supply. This problem is neither new nor ;
confined solely to Epping, and it has been encountered from time to time
in the Rural Districts It is not as infrequent as may oppear, and there
are probably few residents of Epping who have not had the experience of
getting turbid, browmish water on turning on their taps - in fact many
soy that it is almost a weekly occurrence. However, most pecple accept
it as something inevitable about which they grumble but seldom
official complaints. .

The Herts & Essex Water Company supply water with a naturally
high content of iron which, in the form of ferrous bicarbonate, remains
dissolved so long as the water is underground. At the well heads, °
however, the water is aerated by cascading, and the soluble ferrous
bicarbonate is transformed into insoluble ferric hydroxide which, as
the water is not filtered, passes into the mains. = This ferric hydroxide
is deposited in branch pipes, especially those which are in low lying
districts and where the flow is slow] and under certain conditions finds
its way in considerable amounts into the domestic taps. On such
occasions, although the water remains bacteriologically safe, the heawvy
rusty deposit makes it unfit for either drinking or most other domestic
uses. The Epping Urban Council have made repeated representations
to the Water Company who as a result have intensifiecd the flushing of
their mains in an effort to prevent the acoumulation of the deposit.
Time will show whether this measure meets with success.

Another couse of frequent complaints is the excessive hardness
of the water which causes heavy scaling in domestic hot water systems,
kettles, eto. The scaling often builds up very rapidly and in such
quantity that it causes considerable damage to small heating appliances
and often completely blocks hot water pipes. Softening of the water at
the source would not only remove most of the hardness but would alsc get
rid of much of the iron which, as previously explained, causes a lot of
inconvenience. However, central water softening is costly and a thorough
investigation by the Water Company and the interested Local Authorities
into all technical and financial aspects of the problem is necessary.

&




Sewgge.

Numerous complaints about the highly offensive smell from
the Harlow Development Corporation's Rye Meads Sewage Works were
received during the early part of the summer from Roydon and from
Stansted Abbotts, across the district boundary. This foul odour
emanated from raw sludge which, because of the non-completion of
digestion tanks, had for about three years been running out from
the sedimentation tanks into two large open lagoons, each about
40,000 square feet in area and six feet deep. DBeoause of the
very large quantity of sludge in these lagoons its removal and
satisfactory disposal elsewhere would have cost an cnormous omount
of money. Moreover, it was considered inadvisable to disturb it
because by doing so the foul smell would have been further dispersed.
On the advice of the Counties Public Health Labeoratories the septic
fluid, which was overflowing from cne of the lagooms into an adjacent
area and was thought to be the major source of the smell, was dosed
with a hypochlorite solution. It was difficult to assess the effect
of this procedure, because at about the same time the weather, which
had earlier been very hot and dry, changed to the more normal English
summer conditions and the nuisance from the scwage works was
considerably reduced. In addition one of the digestion tanks came
into full operation and no more raw sewage was discharged into the

lagoons.,
Housing.

Satisfactory progress was made with the provision of new houses
in the three districts. Details for each authority are given in
Section C. '

Twenty four applications for the allocation of Council houses
on medical grounds were investigated (Epping Urban District 4; Harlow
Urban District 2; Epping & Ongar Rural District 18). In each case
the Council concerned was advised on the degree of priority.

On page 61 the Chief Public Health Inspector for Epping &
Ongar Rural District reports that six fomilies from the Glen Faba and
Riverfields estates have been rehoused. These werc some of the earliest
permanent residents there for whom the Council had accepted responsibility
in accordance with the recommendations made in May, 1949, by the then
Minister of Town & Country Planning. However, no progress was made
towards implementing another of the Minister's recormendations, namely
that the Council should provide an alternative site for the ercection
of holiday chalets and bungalows, and that the Glen Faba and Riverfields
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sites should be progressively cleared of all buildings. Although
the rehousing of the six families and the demolition of their
shacks was a step in the right direction it was not followed up
by measures to prevent other asquatters from settling on the vacant
land. The ownership of some of the remaining properties has also
changed hands despite warning by the Council, and the buyers seemed
to be quite confident that the Loecal Authority would not take any
energetic action to clear the site within the foreseeable future.
Meanwhile the sanitary conditions on the estates remain as bad as
ever and would compare unfavourably even with those o:[' many natiwe
African shanty towns.

Food.

Further progress was made with implementing that part of the
Food Hygiene Regulations which deals with cssential structural
requirements and equipment. Nevertheless, the standard of food
hygiene still leaves much to be desired. 'The main recason for this
is that many food handlers do not use intelligently the facilities
provided, and the consumers are generally so apathetic that they do
not protest against unhypienic practices.

So far education in food hygiene has been on a2 voluntary basis
and has achieved relatively little. The time may well be ripe for
new legislatmn to ensure that those employed in the ecatering trnﬂe
have the minimum elementary knowledge of food hygiene.

The law requires slaughtermen to be licensed so that the
Local Authority may be satisfied that they know their trade and that
in earrying it out they do not cause unnecessary suffering to animals.
Food infections can also cause considerable suffering and in some cases
even death. Do not humans deserve protection similar to that given to
animals? Could it not be made compulsory for food handlers to satisfy
the Public Health Department or another appropriate official body that
they have attained a minimum of knowledge and understanding of food
hygiene? Of course, an cnormous amount of effort, organisation,
time and money would be required to license all food handlers, but a
useful start could be made with large food establishments catering
for mass consumption and employing workers above a certain specified
number. In addition (or alternatively if it is not administratively
practicable to licensa food handlers) all food premises should be
required to register with the Local m.l‘bhnrity who should have full
powers to withhold or revoke such registrations if the standards of
hygiene of the premises or of food handling are not satisfactory.




Existing legislation makes it also difficult to prevent
the spread of certain infectious diseases through food. The Public
Health Act, 1936, the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations,
1953, the Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955, and the Essex County Counecil
Act, 1952, deal with this matter, but all require that the Medical
Officer cf Health be first satisfied that a person is suffering from
or is a carrier of an infectiocus diseasc before lepally requiring him
to refrain from handling food for public consumption. As suspicion
alone, no matfer how strong, is not sufficient, it is usually necessary
to carry out confirmatory laboratory investigations which often take
two to three days during which time the person concerned may infect
a large number of others. In the case of poliomyelitis, when most
of the patient's close contacts normally become sub-clinically infected
and can excrete poliomyelitis virus in their stools, there are no legal
provisions for their exclusion from work invelving food handling.

Atmospheric Pollution.

Early in the year all but one of the instruments for the
measurement of atmospheric pollution had been installed in the
three districts. . The daily smoke and sulphur dioxide instrument for
_ Harlow, ‘which is to be housed in the Chief Public Health Inspector's
- Office, was awaiting the carrying out of structural alterations to the
premises which would have interfered with its functioning. The
following instruments were jn operation:-

Epping Urban District - 1 lead peroxide candle

Harlow Urban District - 1 deposit gauge
2 lead peroxide candles

Epping & Ongar Rural - 1 deposit gauge
District 3 lead peroxide candles
1 daily smoke instrument

Efforts to establish a smoke control area in Harlow were pursued,
and in February the Minister of Housing and Leocal Government indicated
that he would be prepared to confirm a smoke control order provided
supplies of smokeless fuel were satisfactory. Should, however, the
question arise of deciding betwesen the claim of one of the black areas
of the country and Harlow, he would give priority to the former. On the
basis of the Minister's letter the Harlow Council instructed its officers
to proceed with the preparation of estimates of the extent of the area
and of the cost involveﬂ. By the end of the year the work was well in
hand. '

Factories Act, 1937 - Outwork.

A thorough revision of the registers of outworkers for the
three districts was carried out, and adequate arrangements were made
for informing the relative public health inspectors of any chanpges.
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FPROBLEM FAMILIES.

The setting up of a special committec in Harlow and the
mention made of it in the Annual Report for 1956 has caused some
people to misunderstand ifs scope. The committee deals with what
is generally known as "problem famjlies", and its official namc is
"Conmittee for the Co-ordination Prevention of Break-up of
Families". The main aim of the ittee is to ensure the full
use of the existing stahitory and voluntary social services and to
co-ordinate their efforts in such a way as to prevent overlapping.
"Problem families" are not easy to define. They are those families
who are socially incompetent to such a degree that they require for
their owmm well-being and that of others a considerable amount of help
and supervision over long periocds. Most families have problems of
cne kind or another but they are not "problem families". The committee
does not deal, therefore, with families threatened with eviction for
non-payment of rent or with those who have contracted hire-purchase
commitments above their means, unless the underlying cause is chrenie.
physical, mental or social disability requiring rehabilitation.

Despite the fact that a letter about the committee and its scope
had been sent to all local General Practitioners and Ministers of Religion
the case load remained very light and the committee continued meeting
at three-monthly intervals only. Altogether eight families were dealt
with, three of whom were already under supervision the previous year.

In one case it was necessary to have six children committed to the care
of the County Council. Of the remaining cases, two had improved to such
an extent that supervision was discontinued and three others were making
steady progress. One family moved out of the distriet, and in the

casc of another one the husband, who was the source of all the trouble,
disanpeared and thus solved the problems

CARE OF OLD PEOPLE.

The carc of old people already deionds of the public health servicca
a large amount of time and effort. With further improvement in the seneral
standard of living and medical care, the proportion of old people in the
community will continue to increase and old age will become the greatest
socio-gconomical problem of our times. Although in the three districts
this situation ies still remote the number of old persons requiring care
and attention is steadily growing.

In March, an 0ld Peoples Welfare Association was formed in Harlow
and its executive committee set out with great energy to organise such
services as chiropody, hot meals, visiting, etcs The Harlow Urban District
Council made a grant for the partial financing of the chiropody and meals
service and the Essex 0ld People's Welfare Committee also contributed.
The Medical Officer of Health kept in closc touch with this Association
and in Harlow and the Rural District continued to provide help for old
people who were in need of it. Nineteen persons Enine in Harlow and
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ten in Epping & Ongar Rural District) requiring enre and attention
were thus assisted. DMost of thesc cases necessitated repeated visits
and time-consuming administrative arrongements with various statutory
and voluntary orpanisations. Eight old persons were removed to hospitnl,
where five of them died after only a short stgy.  Arrangements for a
recuperative holiday were made for two persons. In two other cases
relatives were persuaded to accept the old people into their homes and
to. look after them. Arrangements for the pravision of wvarlous nursing
appliances were made in a further threec cases and the remainder, having
refused to enter either a hospital or Part III accommodation, were only
visited and suvervised.

i It was felt that a number of cases were brought to the notice

of the Medical Officer of Health too late for any effective help to

be given. Rehousing or admission to a hospital or Part IIL

acconmodation requires on the part of any individual considerable

social and cmotional adjustment. This becomes very difficult in

old age, and the social measures desipned to help aged persons rust
therefore be applied early enough when the people concerned areé physically
and mentally sufficiently fit to benefit from them and when satisfactory
adjustment to the new cirecumstances is =still possible.

HEALTH EDUCATION.

The programme of health education initiated the year before
was continued in all three districts. Early in the year a compaign
againgt the spread of upper respiratory disease was conducted by
means of posters and of a film treiler, the latter shown in fthe
Harlow Cinema. Posters dealing with food poisonin~ and prevention
of accidents were also widely distributeds Talks to various
organisations were given on the duties of the Medical Officer of Health,
the National Health Service and the School Health Service, and a group
discussicn on oroblems of adolescents was held in one of the secondary
schools in Harlow.

In June, following the report of the Medical Research Council,
the Minister of Health recommended that the connexion between cipnrette
smoking snd esnecer of the lung should be publicised. In the three
districts this had already been started the ycar beforc. A number of
posters and leaflets on the subjcet were distributed to various
orzanisotions and to senior pupils in secondary schools. Reference
to the problem wos also wnde in the Annual Report for 1956. During the
year under revicw the efforts to acgquaint the general public with the
facts brought out by thc report of the Medical Research Council were
oontinued.

A penerally satisfactory relationship was maintained with the
local newspapers, and during the poliomyelitis outbreak in Harlow usc was
made of the press to keep the public informed of the situation and to
give advice on preventative measures.
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MEDICAL EXAMINATION OF COUNCIL STAFF.

The Medical Officer of Health continued to examine Council
employees in connexion with their admission to the Superannuation
and/or Sick Pay Scheme. During 1957 seventy.six persons were
medically examined and the results ere shown below:=

Authority. Number Result of examination.
examined. Pit. Not Decision

fit. deferrecd.

Eppj—ng Urhml Diﬂtriﬁn R R -

HEI-I'IG‘W Ul'bt‘lﬂ Dis‘trictillliiiiiil 50 a]+ 5 -
Epping & Ongar Rural District... 26 20 6 -
i3 Bl o B =

NEW IBGISLATION.

The follewing Acts of Parliament, having direct or indireet
bearing on public henlth, received Royal Assent in the course of the
year:=

Public Health Officers (D-:spu‘t:las) Act, 1957.

Rent Act, 1957.

Thermal Insulation (Industrial Buildings) Act 3 195?.
Housing Aet, 1957.

The Housing Act, 1957, is a consolidating Act which repeals or
E*ru.‘mds most of the ne:l.n Act of 1936 and sections of other lesser housing
hctss It came into force on lst September, 1957, and, strietly speaking,
any administrative housing action prior to that date was therefore tukmi und
the Housing Acts, 1936-56. Howecver, in order to avoid confusion only :
two Housing Acts are mentioned in the report, those of 1949 and 1957.







I. The Health Services Administered by the Essex County Council,

As in previous years the Medicael Officers for the Forest and
Mid-Essex Health Areas ond Educational Divisions, Drs.F.G.Brown ocnd J.L.
Miller Wood, have kindly supplied the following inflormation about the.
personal health services in the three districts.

Epping  Horlow  Epping  Totel
Urban Urban & Ongar
Distriet Distriet Rural

fnte-Notal Clinics. Ui
%a Inte-natal attendances..... 317 6943 - ; 7409
b) Post=notel attendoncesS..... - 149 - '
Child Welfare Cliniecs.
Attendances:-—
Under 1 Yell'sscarcwosnena 1659 159hhr 293& } 26#6h
l_ EyE&I‘E‘.I".'E'."..I 890 u*58 25?9 .
Women's Welfare Clinics.
ﬂttenﬂ.m(}e&..-------a----r.---- 10‘-‘- = > lml'

Midwifery & Home Nursing.
No, of cases attended by nmidwives:

5&; 88 D10WiVeSecssrssssssnce L 528 240 } 5065
b) as nmaternity nurseS...ee.e. 5 72 2169 :
No., of wvisits paid by home nurses 3072 9072 13732 25876
Health Visiting.
Vo, of wlBlis DBOE.. vessvcansone Deloil 13390 2813 17543
Immunizations.
Smﬁllpox.idiibliiﬁiilﬂl--.'---'. 11'-1-‘3 1201 3‘53 159]1-
Revaonitatimmie e e aneiosskhnm 152 276 125 32
Diphtherial'l.liﬁ-""l.'i"l““‘_“'_" 11? J—O‘w ml 1566
Booster doBeBeisssssessscsvennn 60 711 227 1006
mlﬂﬂpiﬂg ﬂ-oughjq-na--lalt'lla--lii ?8 222 2&-? 5‘l+?
BoOIEEr QOBEB e sws owvnmssess s 2 25 18 L5
Pﬂli&my&liti&. @O B8 a8 A0 B0 B8 00 F0EE 363 1?91!' 13'39 3&"‘6
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Vaceination against poliomyelitis which began in 1956 was offered
to children of & wider age range but scarcity of British vaccine and the
Governnent's reluctonce to import foreign made wvaccine caused delays
in the programme., In Harlow, a sharp outbreak of polionyelitis coused
the suspension of all immunizations during the summer nonths,.

The School Health Service continued to make an important
contribution towards the prevention of illness and the promotion of
health amongst the younger nembers of the community. During the year
some services viere expanded and improved but others suffered delays
and curteilment due to ungavoideble circumstances.

In Epping, Herlow and that part of Epping & Ongar which is
in the Forest Diwvision tuberculin testing of school entrants was
extended to oll infants' schools,

B.C.G.vaccination of 13/14 years old pupils was continued in all
three districts as showm by the following statistics:-

No, to No. given No, who gave No.vaccinated

whon tuberculin o positive with B.C.G.
of fered test on reaction
receipt of
parents!
consent
Epping Urben District... . 87. Lo 6 L1
Harlow Urban Districte.. 771 132 L3 361
Epping & Ongar Rural \
et £y of N i 1L 80 21 59

Eight children (one from Epping and seven from Harlow) were given
recuperative holideys in special hones,

Very great difficulty was experienced with providing child
guidance treatment for pupils from the Epping and Harlow schools.
There was a very long waiting list at the nearest Child Guidance
Clinic in Walthamstow but the situation was expected to ease with the
opening in the Spring of 1958 of the new Harlow Clinic.

) It has not yet been possible to appoint a School Dentael Officer
for Harlow end the only remaining one in Epping resigned early in the
y@ﬂr. 3 : TR =



II. General Provision of Mediecal Services.

General Practitioners.

The harmonious relations with the General Practitioners were
maintained and further strengthened. The family doctors are now
realisins more and more that a complete health serviece for the
community con only be achieved through the closeast co-operation with
the public health personnel and that the latter, far from wanting to
encroach upon their duties, are there to help them and to complement
their work.

Hospitals.

In June, the Chairman of the North East Metropolitan Regional
Hospital Board held a press conference at which he announced that the
work on the Harlow hospital would start in the spring of 1958 and#
would be campleted early in 1960. This first of four stages is planned
to include out-patient, radioclogy and casualty departments besides the

eneral site clearing. The completed hospital will have 24) beds

considerably less then was originally ingended) and radioclogy and
pathology departments large cnough to accept work direct from the
General Practitioners.

The Epping Group Hospital Management Committec continued
meanwhile to provide in ond out-patient services for the bulk of the
population in the three districts. The Honey Laene Hospital, Waltham
Abbey, was particularly busy with the considerable number of poliomyelitis
patients from Harlow, the Epping & Ongar Rural District and from other
surrounding areas.

The staffing difficulties at the Ongar War Memorial Hospital were
overcome satisfactorily and admission of maternity cases was resumed.

Good liaison between the hospitals and the Medical Officer of
Health waa maintained.

Laboratory Servicess

Most of the baecteriological work in connexion with the control
of infectious diseases continued to be carried out by the pathologieal
department of St. Margaret's Hospital, Epping, whose staff was always
very helpful and co-operative.

The Counties Public Health Laboratories were used for the monthly
examination of semples from instruments for the measurement of atmospheric
pollution and for other routine and special examinations.
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EPPING TURBAN . .DISTRIGY

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Distriot.

General Data.

Aree (in AGYeB)escsssssccsscsssscssssscssscsansessssssasans
Resident population (Registrar General's mid-year estimate)
Number of oocupied houses (Mid=year)eeeseecssssssscassosscss
Number of houses per acre (average)secescsccccsscsceccsssses
Number of persons per acre (average)esiesscesssscassscsssss
Number of persons per house (averagejesssssessseccsasassssss
Ratable value (mid=year)eesssssesssssssesssssasssscavsannss
Product of a penny rate (financial year 1957/58)ececccsscss

The rate in the pmﬂd {finﬂnﬂiﬂl Year 195?/58) Srsss s mE BB

Births. | | M

(a) ILive Births «ses.ee Legitimatesess 71 (5&.;
Illegltlmate- . 1 (-h.

Total:- 72 (68)
cmd@ I'EL";.‘G [N NN ] pEI" l U’DD pDP{llatlmllttiti 1?1?
M;j’ustai rateeces " srsrsnn 16-5
England and Wales " " T AR

(h) Stillbirths eeccaee I.E-g_l‘bima‘t:ﬁ- naw 3 2
Illegitimate.. _3; -

Total:- B e

Rate per 1,000 total live and still births.. 32.9
" " " " " Emg].&nﬁ and Wales. 22-1[-

1,488

8,290
2,500
1.7
5.6
3.3
£106,046
£,20
17/4a
F.
72 (66
5 8
5 (&8
§17.1§'
15.9
15.7
1 {3
— All
1 fa)
az.a;
Ez;.n

R L

A D e g gt i e

R ]




Deaths. b M.

T s R A S R A )

Crude rateesssses por 1, DCJD pcpulatlc:n_ 10,0
Adjusted ratesses " 9,8

England and Wales " " " 11.5

(b) Infants under 1 year of age.

T.ﬂgitimﬂ.'[}ﬁ---..-.---- 5
IllegitimatCeesessss -

3

Tn‘bal:.- a _(g_l
Infant mortallty rate per 1,000 live births.. 3L.D
! E:l”larld and Walesesssss 23.0

(c) Infants under L weeks of agece

Iﬁgi’tfiﬂ'l&";e- PR RN 3 (-g
Illegi‘bima‘ﬁﬁ‘----aq+-- =

Toals="""""" "3 "(2) "

Neonatal mortality rate per 1,000 live births. 20.4
" i’ " England and WaleS.eses 1645
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: Causes of Death. Male, Femalee. Total.

All COlBCSnsssssissssssnssanssnsnnssinsnsans LE(&?) 3?(35) 35(82)' -

l. Tuberculosis, respiratoryescesccsscscsnsas

2. Tubtréulosis, obhersssssacsisssssssonsnas - (= - (=
3¢ Syphilitic disoB8Bcssssssssscsssssasnsnan 1 (= - (=
Le DiphtheXitscesessssessesserssesnasannsras - - - |-
5I Whﬂﬂpiﬂﬂ cough!liltll!I--i-ilirﬁtnltitiii - - _ =
6« Meningococcal infectionSsecsssssrsccsansas - (= - (=
e+ Acute poliomyelitiseessssacossccscscconsns - (= - (=
8! Measlegscerservnssstianrenrann ddddniveddes - - - -

9. Other infeclive and parasitic diseascsSess
10. Malignant neoplaam, stcmacheseescsccsssse
1l. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchusessesss
12, Malignant neoplasm, breas’scssecsscecscsss
13, Malignant ncoplasm; UbEIUSesessssasisseas
1. Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms..
15. Leukaemia, aleukacmifseess:sssssssssssans
164 DIADELOHa s sovsounseunnensewnmssnandnbnsws
17. Vascular lesions of nervous gysteMecssces
18. Coronary discase, angiNfesssssesssssacssns
19. Hypertension with heart disens@esssssesss
20. Other heart discasCecscssssssssssssnvsnsns
21. Other Cirmlﬂtﬂrﬁr AT SBRAE. & a5 s e wna s
22s INnfluenzaccesssssssssnsssssssasnsnnssssnnsse
RN PHeANETIY Els o o w0 5 wp e DR e vin'ain a /s ls o win aie = o
2h. BronchitiSesssswsssssssssssnscsnsencasnns
25. Other -discases of the respiratory syatem.
26. Ulcer of stomach and duodeniMessssscscass
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoefessssss
28. Nephritis and nephrosisS.cecesecsssssssnss
29. Hyperplasia of prostatCe.ssccecscectsanes
Z0e. Pregnancy, childbirth, aborticnececsecsss
3l. Congenital malformationSesscsccescsscecss
32. Other defined and ill-defined diseascsSess
33. HDtDE ?Ghicle acgidaﬂﬁaliiiliiliiliiiiiil
3. All other accldenNiSeceesscsccacssscssasnns
%0s Sloidenecaansnsinn ey s a i
36. Homicide and operations of Walesessesssss
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Communicable Dizeases - Tuberculosis.

Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary, Total.

LI[. Fl H- F'

Number cﬁf cases on the register . :
at lst January, 1957ecescsces 32(21) 33(20) 4(3) 2(1) 71(45)

Number of cases added to the
register during 1957:-

T pebnatiens s foosioos |3 (B B0 S8 L) A

Nunmber of cases removed fram
register during 1957:-

T 1T R e Sl my g o = E.. gl o R _E.. 3.
Outward transfersecccececece. 4 (2) 6 (3) =(=) ~(- 10 (5
Patients curede.ceceecescnsss - (- 2 (=) =(= ..E- 2 (-
DiagnDEiE mnﬂﬂdtaca------ii . -(- - - e e - -

Number of patients remaining on _
the register at 31.12.57cesss 32(32) 29(33) 5() 2(2) 68(71)

# From causes other than tuberculcsis.




SICKNESS BENEFIT CLATMS.

Table showing the monthly number of new

claims submitted to the Epping Office of

the Ministry of Pensions and National
Insurance.

Month Claims.

T AIIENT S o s 6 0800 a e sanantsssesins 211 (256
TR T T i i s i 169 (209
MERss st o voets Wity s s wen 174 Eu;n
e 160 (124
MRt bk e B e i 4 . 102 - £ 123
e b S R D PR R S 117 Emz
e & o ot e s e 13 (112
BT R G el ven i s e T B L85
Septemberlliliiiititi-Iiiiiitll 153 (lDl
[Ty e T e e o e R A e “ew 539 (161
November'aeesssesses T e 257 (139
e g i 299 (184

e il
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II. Sanitary Circumstances.

The Public Health Inspector reports as follows:-
Water.

The question of the recurrent discolouration of the looal supply,
already mentioned in the orevicus Annual Report, continued to occupy the
attention of the Council. Complaints were received from nincteen different
premiscs in the town, some of which were affected on more than onc occasion.
The ocourrences were always of short duration, and were gencrally explained
by the Water Company as being either due to conditions following
interruptions in the supply, or occurring at times of high consumption
when the increased flow through the pipes created turbulence and disturbance
of the sediment.

R e L . e |

i
:
)
!

All complaints received by the Council were forwarded té the Company
who did not consider their number to be exnesslvq having regard to the
gize of the area.

As the discolouration was due to a heavy deposit of iron hydroxide
the Company carried out investigations to determine the initial iron content
at the wells and whether it varied during the passage of the water through
the distributing mains. The results were too inconclusive to make any
real contribution towards solving the problems The Essex County Council
has been invited to consider the matter and to.ascertain whether similar

gonditions exist in other parts of the County.

Sewerage.
(a) Sewage Works.

At both works damage was caused to buildings and plant. In one case
all the windows of the pump house were broken and it has now been found
necessary to fit metal shutters to them.

At the Southern Outfall an additional sareening chamber was built
by the Council's own staff and is giving very cfficient service. New
filter axms were also fitted at these works, and there is no doubt that
they have considerably improved the distribution of the effluent over
the filtering medium.

The effect of the increased use of detergents for domestic washing is
very marked at both works. The sprinkler arms become very easily choked and
there is very considersble frothing in the streams into which the effluent
discharges.

Samples were taken as follows:-

Northern Outfall - by the Lee Conservancy Catchment Board.

Month. Result.
January. Satisfactory.
April, Unsatisfactory. (It was

probable that this was a "freak"



result caused by a temporary fault
in the distributing arms. A slight
leakage in these was attended to and
further samples were taken. )

May s Satisfactory.
July. Satisfactory.
September. Satisfactory.
Decenber. Satisfactory.

Southern Qutfall - by the Esscex River Board.

lonth. Result.
September. - Satisfactory.
October. © Batisfactory.

(b) Sewers.

As a result of housing development along the northern sewerage
system a length of the oldest pipe line in the district was exposed, found
to be cracked, and re-laid. This typc of defect which has been
encountered before is to be cxpected in very old pipes and is being
revealed as housing development takes place along their course.

The extension of an existing butcher's business to ineclude the
preparation of pre-packed frozen foods caused an additional flow of trade
effluent and some obstruction in the sewersge system. To remedy this the
firm concermed has installed special pgrease intercepting traps.  Another
firm is negotiating for the admission of trade effluent into the soil sewers.
The Public Analyst is now considering conditions under which the Council
may be prepared to accept this effluent.

H L'ﬂ.lsi_‘rlg-
(a) General.

Total number of occupied houses as at 31e12.57eesecres 2651
New houses erccted by Epping Urban District Council... 22
New houses erccted by Chingford Borough Councilessesss 8L
New houses ercected by private enterprisCecsscesscscsss 56

Houses completed during the year enabled the Council to rehouse
all the tenants included in the third stage of the five year clearance
area progyamme. This programme is therefore proceeding aceording to
achedule. Again it was possible to clear the houses concerned by
agreement with the owners.
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The majority of other dwellings provided tock the form of aged

perscns! bungalowse The need for this type of accommodation is increasing
and there 'is a long waiting list.

Good progress was made with a contract which should produce fifty-
five units of accommodation during 1958, so enabling the Council to keep up
to date with their clearance area propramme, as well as to make some
reduction in the length of the ordinary waiting list.

It will be noted that the Chingford Borough Council doubled the
number of houses completed and occupied, and has now almost finished its
development in Eppinge.

The demolition of condemmecd propertics was continued on sites in
Lindsey Street, Church Hill and Tidys Lane.

{:b) Re&ﬁ:tﬁi
Intimation notices scrvedessscecsassscescaes 15
Statutﬂn? ﬂﬂticﬂs Eervﬁﬂ--.-.--.-----.----i. l

Inspeotions cerried oubsssesssscsscssssssan , 62

(¢) Improvement Grants (Housing hct, 1949)

Applications considered and approvedesssssss 2

(d) Clearance Ares Programme.

Familiaé rehnﬂsﬂd'lll!Ili!!!ﬁililifiiiilllil ll
Properties left cmpty on undertalking
frﬂm ﬂwnﬂrs....-..----.-q.-;-------------i-- 16

(e) Rent Act, 1957 - Certificates of Disrepair.

Applications were made by tenants in respect of three properties,
and certificates of disrepair were issued by the Council. In one case the
required work was completed, whilst in the other two negotiations with
the owner were still proceeding.

Public Convenicnces.

Considerable damage was again experienced, particularly in Clark's
Lane, where windows were continually being brokecn. Thqy_mnre‘E?antualky
replaced with glass bricks which have so far proved to be satisfactory.

A new type of ﬂisinfsctant.dispcﬁser was installed inside the
flushing cisterns.

Public Cleansing.

Early in the ycar considerable diffiaulty waE experienced in :
recruiting sufficient staff, cspecially loader/drivers. The pﬂﬂitlpn
cased about the middle of the year and has remained satisfactory. :
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side, hos led to o further review of the existing arrangements. Tests
are being carried out with laroer wvehicles which it is thought mey
provide an economical solution to the prcblem.

The continued growth of the towm, particularly on the northern

Inspection of Food.

(a) General.

The following premises continued %o operate in the distriect and
regular inspections were carried out as follows:-

Grocery and provisionSssscsssessscssssnsnsans, 19
cmfcctimerSiil--ili-biiil.i-i--i--&vlv--lbii ?
CantEtlEssssasssssnasbsstssssaspssnsainssssss 9
s R ek g e e e R e L T 4
Licensed premiSCSessssscsscscsssssssascsscans 15

Rostenrants and caf®8sessssssonrsssnanneedsin 11
Bakers and confectioncrSssssssssssssssssnssns £
Fish ShopHesssscnsacsna.sssensssssssssscnsncs L
R e e e = e i e S 4 SR e 6

(b) Premises registered under Section 16 of the Food & Drugs

.ﬂ.ﬂt: lE:E:ét

Sale cf ic‘e m‘em‘l'--f‘.."llI‘I'I‘I‘l‘.."l‘ll‘l" 1-2
FI'iEﬂ fisnl'l Shbpﬂ¢uat-t--- ----- @0 @ o @B @ @ o8 § 06 B8 @ 2
Preparation and sale of preserved meatsss.... 2

(e) Dairies.

Three premises in the district were registered under the Milk
and Dairies Regulations, 1549-54.

(a) Inspections - Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955-56.

The Food Hygiene Regulations continued to be enforced and it
was possible to achieve a number of improvements both in equipment and
in the method of food handling.

The two temporary certificates of exemption issued in 1956

were revoked on completion of the necessary structural alterations
and on provision of the required equipment.
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(e) Condermed Food.

As a result of inspections and subsccucnt condeimation the
folloving foodstuffs were surrendered by the ovners:-

sl TIeEi s s e e e R
LIRS B T w b iinn e s nn uin ninaan na e .s
Foeeh TR aE i vate ara v e alits RSO S S
Tjﬂnﬁﬂ fish"'l‘iil-il-il‘ibiliiiiiliiiil-
Timca fmit"lilil"iii'i"lilillll'llll“ll
M 500 L arIOENIE S o w v o n e nnn e w

Total:=-

During the year five complaints
They were dealt with as follows:-

cwhs. gtrs. 1bs. OZSe
- 1 12 -

_ = 19 =

3 3 6 3

3 3 ey 15
- - 5 z
2 . 1 12
L -~ 1 16 11%

were received concerning foodstuffs.

Foreign matter in bread - (1) Found to be a shred of Hessian from cloth
As a result of
representations to the bakers concerned the
practice of using this material was discontinued.

used for wiping baking tins.

(2) A small piece of bread was found to contain
a thread of string torn awsy from a worn canvas
webbing conveyor belt.

Discoloured bread - (3) Found to be due to a small quantity of brown
3 dough in an ordinary white loaf.

Red mildew or mould - (4) Due to conditions existing in a domestic

on lamb. larder.

Bacon containing maggots- (5) Thought to be due to flies. Representations

i

!

to the firm concerned resulted in the installation
of a larpe refrigerated bacnn store on the

pI'G]"'ilEES-

(f£) Ice Cream.

Local vendors continued to obtain their supplies from large and
reputable producers. Eight samples were taken and upon examination were

graded as follows:-

Graﬁel WA R R EE RS E DR E ?swl’es

Gra-de IIII'.‘I‘I""'.'."!.‘!!" l

Graac III.!.IIP.'I‘.'.'.'I"I"

3%

&




Rodent Control. (Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949)

The Council's part-time Rodent Operative dealt with 94 private
residences and 1l business premises.

Atmospheric Pollution.

Further discussions took place with the local Hospital Management
Committee regarding the smoke nuisance from the chimmey ‘of -the principal:
boiler at St. Margaret's Hospitals The problem is largely one of stolking
and of the fype of fuecl useds Observations of the chimey are being
maintained and representations are made when necessary.

Complaints were also received concerning the smoke from the hospital
incinerator, and, following representations and negotiations, the existing
equipment was J.mprmred by the installation of open instead of closed flI'E‘.‘—
bars and by the fitting of an additional length of flue pipe.

Inspection of Factories.(Factories Acts 1937 & 194.8)

No new factories were erected during the year.. Routine inspections
were carried out of existing premises.

Inspecticns.

Premises. No. on Inspections Written Occupiers
Register Notices Prosecuted

(i)

Factories in which
Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6
are to be enforced by
-Iocal Authorities.

(1)

Factories not included

in (i) in which Section

7 is enforced by the

Local Authority. 34 12 - -

Ln
e
1
i

(iii)

Other premises in which

Section 7 is enforced by

the Local Authority. i 3 - =

Total:- L6 19 - =

Outwork.

Eighteen outworkers were on the register at 31lst December, 1957.
These were enpgaped mainly on work in connexion with wesxring apparels
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HARLOWSIIRE AN "DE BT REGT

Statistics and Social Conditions of the District.

General Data.

Area (in acres].,....,T.........,........................... 6,313
Resident population (Registrar General's mid-ycar estimate.) 35,690
Number of occupied houses (mid-yeor)e:eessscccscssssssesaease 10,850
Number of houses per acre (average)ssecsssesssesssessssssses Llaf
Number of persons per acre == g1 | [ty R S > e, L
Number of persons per house (average)essscsscssassesssssssss 303 ok
Bakable v bia Cnkiairennt) e s e s u s assi s ol i ma o x o s a0 ans e oes £439,775
Produot of & penny rate (financlal year 1957/58)esxs st oeans £1, SCN

The rate in the pound (financial ycar 1957/58)e.e-scevaveess 20/= !

Births. . M. F.
(a) Live Births.es..s.legitimate.s.. 573 (505g el (f+55;
Illegitimate.. 15 (15 - 65 (7

Total:- EBE ___1'. 520) - 56y (462)

Crude rate sssssrs pexr 1. ODD popula.‘f:lon sem e 3‘2-3 32¢9
Adjusted ratesses " P R b 21.7
England and Wales " i " ansess dbsd 15.7
(b) Stillbirths ..., Legitimatesess 18 (113 12 {10
Illegitimate.. - (- 1L (-
Total:- 18 (11) 13 (10
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births... 26.2 520.9;
23.0

" " " Englond and Wales.. 22.4
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Deaths.

s sas

(a) ALl : ages ....

Crude rate seeeee.aper l,GGD populatlnm
Adjusted rateessess "
England and Wiles.es " Mgy .

(b) Infants under 1 yenr of age

Iﬂ&itimatcliiilliiii
Illegitimateecancsss

--Total:=

M.

- 76 (76)

ho 3
10,7
“11.5

e

16 (12)

Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births e 28,2

it n

(¢) Infants under L weeks nf age

Iﬂgltlm&te' e a
Illegitimatescsensnns

Total:-

7

Englanﬂ and WalesS.sa. 23.0

&

8
¥
S, )

Heanatal mnrtallty rate per 1,000 live births 1.7
0 Englanﬂ and WaleSesss 165
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(5.0
=Ell-8§
*{ 117
248
10 (1)
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- Causes of Death. Male. Females Total.

All OENSEBe.esssrcnissersnniinennnsdssnnininss 7H(T6) TECFLY S NIEEETEE

l. Tuberculosis, respiratoryesscsscscsassscsss -
2. Tuberculosis, others.ssscessscsasssssaccsss
3 Syphilitio dizcogte s rssssinsnsnsnnnsnrsine
Le Diphthericeeessessssssesssssssssssncscncnss
Hs Whooping coughs:i: isssiaiiibistntanstetngie .
6. Meningococcal infectionSesssssssssessssasas
Te Acute poliomyelitise icvessssnssnnasncnnces
8. I'-iciﬁ-ﬁlﬂﬁcnfna-----------rr-----t--q-----‘-----
9« Other infective and parasitic diseascsSeiesss
10, Malignant neoplasm, sfomache.ecsseessisasaes
ll. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus..e.sess.
12, Malignant neoplasm, breastesceceacccicccscaes
lj- Malignmt nﬁﬂplﬁﬁm_‘ 5 B S R (e e e
1. Ofher malignant ond lymphatic neoplasms....
15. Leukacmia, aleukoemite.csssssscncscnsnsnass
16¢ Diobetessssssssscscssscsssansssanassssscnns
17+ Vascular lesions of nervous systeMescsscess
18 Coronary disease, anginNassscsssssscssssssas
19+ Hypertension with heart diseosCesssssssssss
20« Other heart discasCeessseresssssssssansssse
2ls Other circulatory diseasCessccisssssssssssss
22 Influenzoecesscsescasscsssspsssnsssnsssnsnas
2%, Pneunmonicdesssssssssssssssssncssnsanssssnnns
2Ly BronchitiSssssscssssssscassassssssasssnsnas
25« Other diseases of respiratory systcfecseecss
26. Ulcer of stomach and duodenuiesseesessssass
27+ Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhociseeeececees
28. Nephritis and nephrosiSesccscscscccscnssses
29. Hyperplasia of prostot@essssscscccssssssnss
30. Pregnancy, childbirth and abortioNecssssses
31ls Congenital malformatioNSssssasasscsssisssns
32. Other defined and ill-defined disenseSsess.
33« Motor vehiocle accidentBSei.esssssssnascscscsa
3he AlL other acoidelltBecsscsossnnrsrvssnnssnas
35: SUicidegessssssssrasasassnssssnssasnssnrnrnns
36. Homicide and operations of Walesessesssssns

i [ i R
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INCIDENCE OF POLIOMYELITIS 1IN HARLOW

Age and Sex Distribution
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Comminicable Diseascs - Tuberculosis.

Pulmenary. Non-Pulmonary. Total.

M. Tl M F.

-

Number of cases on the register

at lst January, 1957eceeacees 77(41) 88(51) 8(3) 7(6) 180 (101)

Number of cases added to the
register during 1957:=-

RIER R E . i s s e i e 9 (43 10 (9; 1E-g 3%1% 23 {u+g
Inward transfersSecccessscesese 31(41) 33( 70 (81

Number of cases removed from
register durine 1957:-

Deﬂthsiilli'ill.llliiilillliill — (1 l {1 -E_ _5—; 1 2
Outward transferSecesssccsses 2 (3 9 (2) =(= -(1 11 6
Bt ante olireteeesssssnsisses 2 (3 35 (1 -E- -E-g 5 A
Disgnosis amendedeecssacsacss 22 - (2) =(= 1= 5 I

Number of cases remaining on the : :
register ot 31e12.5Tscsscesss 111(77) 118(88) 10(8) 1.(7) 253 (180)






II. Sanitaxry Cilrcumstonces.

The Chief Public Health Inspector reports as follows:-
Water.
‘'The following information was obtained from the General Manager

of the Herts & Essex Water Company,-the statutory water undertakin:
in the ares.

Woter supplied - unmcasurcd (domestic)eessscsrasesanes 374,071,000 gzlluns

" L -'b:fmeter (tr&df-'}ii!iti!!!l!lttit!i!!r 19&-,#—?6 D’DD
Tohal conmmptian for: pouieeis e ditiiaeees onss anne 568,5&?,60& =
Average consumption ner day Eﬂﬂmﬁﬁtlc)-.,....p,.+...;, 1,025,000 "

L SN Urteria T owdameoar sivs wumied | | - 5335000, 8
i . pox head per doy (domestic)essssss 26472 4
" . et 1 T ) RS 13,89 n
" " " o1 0 (2)] purposes)sss 40.61 t

Approximately eight miles of trunk ~nd distribution nﬁins rancing
from 3" to 21" diameter were laid during the year, bringing the total
lensth of mains within the district o 72.98 miles.

Considerable progress was made in connexion with Stage 2
of the bapital works programme which is to secure further bulk water
for the development of Harlowy, The completion of the additional works
involving the construction of threec new bores and pumping stations at
Thundridge, the extension of the re-pumpine station at Hadham and the-
laying of a new 21" diameter trunk main from Hadham to the reservoir
at Rye Hill, is anticipated during 1958.

During the yecar seventy-two woter samples were submitted by the
Company to the Counties Public Health Laboratorics for examination. The
Analyst reported that each sample was of wholesome water of a high
standard of bacterial purity.

Two further check samples of the main supply were taken by the
Iocal Authority and found to be satisfactory.

Four complaints in connexion with the main water supply were
investigated during the ycar and necessitated sixbeen visits.-

There were ten wells in uses

Eew&rgge. ]

The whdle 'of the new -town, with the exeception of Latton Street,
Kingsmoor Réad and ‘Harlow Reoad, is adequately served by both foul and surface
water sewdrs. ' It is antieipated that the work of construction of a new
sewer at Latton Street will be completed during the forthcoming year.

Number of cesspool emptyings during the yearessesscsss €5
Average number of pail closcts cmptied weeklyeeesseees 105

Ten statutory notices to comnect house drainage to the main sewer
were complied with during the year. This inwvolved the conversion of
fourteen pail closets.

T o i j"j‘




Public Cleansing.

Public cleansing is under the control of the Engineer and Surveyor
who submits the followin; information:=-

Refuse is collected once 2 week from 2ll residential properties
in“the town and as frequently as necessary from shops and business premises.
For trade refuse the Council levies a charge on an agreecd basis. Refusc is
also colleected from the Harlow market on Tucsdays and Saturdays.

The Council's plant is oomposed almost entirely of completely -
enclosed, diesel an“lnﬁd larpe capacity, hydraullcmlly compressed refuse
collectors.

Disposal of refuse is by controlled tipping at Redricks Lene, in the
Urban District of Sawbridgeworth where the Council opcrates an International
Caterpillar Bulldozer. Refuse from Waltham Holy Cross, Sawbridgeworth .
and Epping Urban Districts and part of the Epping & Ongar Rural District
is also dealt with at this tip on payment to the Harlow Council.

The total tonnapge disposed of in 1957 was approximately 12,300.

Investiration of Abmospheric Pollution.

The Council takes part in the County's scheme for the investigation
of atmospheric pollution. A deposit gauge and a lecad peroxide instrument
have been installed at Netteswell Hall and anothor lead peroxide instrument
at the Purford Green Junior School. The Analyst reports each month on
the deposit collected in the gauge and on the amount of sulphur dioxide as
determined from the lead peroxide candless The results during the year
under review compared very favourably with those obtained in most other
areas in the country.

HUU-E-E. E‘;#
General. .

Number of houscs (as at 31.12.5?-)......,.,.................. 12,282
o i owned by Local Authorityessscscscesisacccnne 991
- R " " Harlow Development Corporationesess 10,149
“ L privately ownedesesscecscesssnssesansnnssnes, 1,142
4 " housing inspectionS.escssssscsasssssssssnsssassnnns 195
2 " intimation notices scrvede.sesesesscscscsncsccccnes 11
y ® housing defoots remedicdesscsrsocssvssssssssssssnns 55
" " hnuses erccted by Local Authorityeessssscsscssssens Nil
" 4 o " private enterpristecscsesccascces 3l
L 4 " and flats erected by Harlow Development Corp.. 1,961
" " legal'ﬁfddeedmgs.-n---.-----n--n.------nnu-- Nil
A " complaints of housing defoctSseessssssscssssssncnns 17

dedy




Housing Act, 1957.

Houses demolishefe:-scessssvsssssnsns BES S A EE BB S S BN sasa
Unﬁﬂr‘f:akﬁlgs nﬂt tﬂ‘ 1etiiiii-i!il#.q-.am--.--o--q-ii-l-iiq-fiq--t;ili'l
e e e e
Houses in confirmed clearance areas awaiting demolitioNeessss
Houses in clearance areas not yet confirmedessscsssssssccsess Nil
Demolition orders made under Section 17 of the Housing Act,1957 10

o ~J =i

One cottage in respect of which a closing order had been made
was rendered fit for habitation and the order was, therefore, determined.

Housing Act, 19,9 - Imprﬂvameht Grants.

Humber Gf applications cansldered by Loecal Authcrlty....{,[.. 6
' apprwed"'l"l-li'i-lilllﬂfil‘.il‘f‘.- 6

" " dwellings where work has been complet@desessecesssss 3
Number of applications for certificates of disrepairecessssss 5
. S e P no EoD B EE s e e s e e e e e e 3

In one case a certificate was not issued because the repairs had
already been completeds Another application for a certificate was awaiting
further consideration.

Nosgel~-7, East End Cottapes, Harlow Road, Great Parndon.

The Council has acquired seven cottapges at East End, Great Parndor,
end with the consent of the Ministry of Housing and Local Government will
repair and provide them with modern conveniences.

Food.

The total nunber of food premises in the district was 255 and there
were approximately 50 mobile vehicles from.which food was sold.

The food shops comprised:-

e AR R S U N (-
BaltEr Bt o ve o omninnnsnseassessmansenn , o Ll
Butcharﬁn-l-----.--.-4-4;-----+-_------_|‘ 21.
Fishmongers (including 5 fish fryers) 11
e T OOET Hes s an vasnaesnssencsnrne 17
Sweets & confectioneryseeesescscnaees 21

Other food premiszes:-

] a a
Gﬂ-fﬁE iiiiiii-}il-:ll*ll-o-lr-lror-r---r-_ilvl
Res‘twmts.ilil'\-Iniili.illi-_.-li_i_l -_!Ilfi.l .
Rl‘blic hDuEEE.-..-.rl--u--l|l|-l.-+-l-.-llql.l- 2
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DL f =Ll aetliaeHs e s s vusvidss nnaisetsssraney
Halls and oommmnity centressssscesccccsss
Factory conteensSeescccscaas PR S B R
BohOOL: ORI P OR e w i i e o o o s
Building site canteenBSecesscecasscncsess .
Food storage depolsSesscsssessssssscscsnee
Pood Tooborlbmese seeiesesnmnnats saeiass s dais
Bakahouftte ssiasnanes s iss b s v st s it s
Markeb gballisevins il ninesn anaesniess s

= = =
na#*na+4£:uacntn4?

Mobile vehicles.

1511 o of - IS e e B S i e e e -
Bakers & grocerSessssssssssassssvsasnsnss
ERRBessvsansnsnsnsncssninssansnnnns e —
GreaEIOCeT Be s it sssasvsvisbussnenvsnonins
Groengrooers & gYO0EYBsssssasnsrsncnsanse
GrO0ERE o o o' oW d ¥ kv S oty i, di e e
Ioe-Oreaiesecssssscsscsssssssncsanssnsnans
Shellfish sesssessscsssacsasnsnssnsnanns .
Snacks and "Hot Doga"ecesctnsnsscncarenss

k;rﬂhn—d

|._I
oo

Two thousand and eighty-threc visits were made to premises where
food is prepared, stored or sold. Twenty-four complaints were received
rerarding the sale of foods  Forty-three intimation notices were served
in connexion with food premises and it was necessary to take legal
proceedings throurh a Court of Summery Jurisdiction in two cases.

One thousand four hundred and sixty pounds of foodstuffs were
condemned as unfit for humen consumption but most of this was subseqiently
' used for animal feeding.

The foodzs were as follows:-

o
{a]
Ldi]
-

Canned Food. 1ba.

Meative d oas i vons sninai siniin it habimsmne s jﬂ'l 3 §
FiEha----------1.-----vr-q---------r--------l 10 5 1
MilKesovosoonsssnasnnanssosnannssnsnsnse st 5 5 -
Fruifecssecssssssssnscacssasssnsncnans csena 161 - f
vﬁﬂﬂtﬂblﬂsv.--;t-natut-.-a;q.n.---pr-------q 15 11 E
A ETT co m ff :I-D o i
Soup Ba s FE BB FaERA A ESENIRERERTRIERTRETERE - 10 i
Misccllanccualiirlliiiiiiiiiiillli#‘i!ll’. 5 B E
{
Other food. i
Meabesacsososstsssonsnssanssnsnsnnsinnasinie 328 o) H
BoCONesssssscscssssscssssssarsssannsncecians e - ‘
R&Hbit31liiltt-|!-!|-i+-q-a-;;-t...uuaninn h& s k
Fish = wet eeceserssnsescecsrasncansnnanes Lle - .
Fruitecseseranscersnsnersncrsssccnssncscace. 10 =
?eg&tahlea.........-..-----.---.n-uuu- 6 e
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Lobsterassssttetnncsocdossncncssashh 80
ShfimpSlllalllllal-l+|-i¢---o-;-tilt 5&
10
13

G&kEiiillulhil‘liillttl-l¢li'tlilitl

Hisccllﬂncﬂuﬂli.iititiiillrllli!iiil

Food & Drugs Aok, 1955 - section 16.
Milk & Doiries Repulations, 19L9-1954 - Registered Premises.

Sixty-eight premises are repistorod under the nrovisions of the
Food & Drugs Act, 1955, and the Milk & Dolrles Regulations, 1949-1954,
in connexion vith the storasc, scle, preparation or monufacture of foods.
The detalls arc as followsie

No. of premiscs os. of
repiagtered inspcotions
Storage and salc of 10e-CrCom seasscins L7 165
Preoparstion or monufagturce of sausases
or notted, pressed; plckled or
preser?eﬁ foadpiiulllol~ori+4||t-iatltl 1? 3G5
Dmiriesillillllliilltiiibiillllllllilll 5 3#

Essex County Council fct, 1952 - scctlon 103. Hawkers of Food

Twelve persons are repistercd as hawkers of food under the
provisions of scotion 103 of the Essex County Council Act, 1952. lNo
lock-up premises requiring recistrotion under this Act were used for the
storare of food.

Slaughterhouses.,

There are no slaughberhouses operanting in the district.

Milk Supply.

Fifty-four licences werc issued durin~ the yeor under the
provisions of the Milk (Speclal Designation) Regulations, 194.9-1954.
The detsils of these are set out below:-

Supplementary. Dealer, Totals
Poatourisedesssssissanssnens j 18 21
Eterilisedltivl#lIiit!tiio-- 3 EU 23
mherml-j-n Tesﬁ&{:..".-.l... ‘_1 -l -l_-D.
k) k2 2
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Number of premised from which mlilk wes 80ldessscsssins 22
£ " samples of mllk taken during the yeol'esssess 23

(Pasteurised 13, sterilised 5, tuberculin tested 5)ess

All samples were satisfactory.

Ioo- grcame

Number of samples of ice-orenm taken durins the year 6
" L] (] " 3na .l::rl]..y n ] 1" " 2

The ioe-lolly samples were rcported to be satisfactory ond the 3
lce-oream samnles were each plooed in Grade I. of the Ministry of Health's
provislonal grades.

Rodent Control (Prevention of Dancge by Pests Aok, 1949)

A Rodent Operative is employed by the Council on a part-time
basis and details of his work are ~s follows:-

Number of properties dealt Withesssssssaassscsssscnnes 516
" Hiﬂspeﬂtiﬂnﬁ made'll'lllilllllitlllliitiilii--- 1318
" " infestations:=-

Rﬂ.ts - mﬂ.jﬂrl--;--u----o--a?iil-
RBats = DiNOYecacscssscannns 123
Mloe Onlysesccssssscsssnasns_ 69 192

" 5 ﬂﬂl‘ﬂplainta rooivedessssss-acsssssssssasdnnns 216
" " contracts ontered Intosss ssesssscnsianannans j-i-é
" " infe‘Eta‘biﬂilS il‘.‘&ﬂ.‘ﬁaﬂ b:jr thﬁ‘ Cmnci ll: EEERE RN 192

The poligy of the Counecil is to treat all infested dwellings
free of charge. Occupicrs of other types of properties can cater into
contract with the Council who oarry out the work at an economie charge.

Inspection of Factories (Factories Actip,1937 and 1948)

1 - Inspections.

Premiscs. No. on Inspections Jritten Occupiers
Register Notices Prosecuted

(1)

Factories in which

Seotions 1,2,3,l.8:4 64

are to be enforced hy

Local Authoriticse.. 15 2l 1 -

gl

—

M;’-J——h—m -~



b/f 15 2l 1 -
(i1)

Factories not

included in (i) in which

Section 7 is enforced by -

the Local Authority. s T 67 2 -

(iii)

Other premises in which

Section 7 is enforced

by the Local Authority

(excluding out-workers'

premises) 12 5 - -

11, 96 3 =

2 = Cases in which defects were found.

Particulars Found. Remedied Referred No. of
to H.l. by H.lM. Prosecutions.
o Bedia]) Inspector Inspector
. Inadequate ventilation 1 1 - = =

Sanitary conveniences
insufficient (S.¢7e)es:--- 2 2 - = £

Other offences against
the Act (not including
offences relating to
i o o [ R

2
e 1%,

3 - Qutwork

Pifty-eight outworkers were on the rerister at 31st December, 1957,
and were enraped mainly on work in connexion with wearing apparel.

Summary of other matters dealt with.

(2) Inspections - General

Number of complaints investigated and action takene.esscscecscses 154

Inspectlons of schools (excluding school GaNtEENS)ess.eseesesssns 8
" establishments for massace or special treatment... L
" " hairdressers establishmentSccecesscosencsssscsssns 18

" " shopa other than food shopSssssecsssssssssrassasss 252

Visits in connexion with infectious diseasCesescescsscsssccosssss 253
% ] " investigation of smoke NUisSaNCCSesssssss 3
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Visits in connexion with caravans and movable dwellinfgSeesscesss 19
- ! o " investigation of complaints and :

nuisances (other than housing At HerE Yo e innsves divaliei e e n i nte 38
Visits in connexion with inseot infestatioNeccssssessessssnsvonss 79
Total number of intimation notices =26rvedesssssscsssssnssssnsnss 79

(b) Summery of Legal Proceedings.

During the year legal proceedings were taken apainst two firms.
Each case was heard at the Harlow Magistrates Court. Details are as
follows:- -

Offence. Result.
Sale of a biscuit containing wire Fine of £5. with £2, 2. 0. costs.

contrary to section 2 of the Food &
Drugs Act, 1955.

Sale of biscuits containing string Defendants discharged conditionally
contrary to secticn 2 of the Food & upon pgyment of £5. 5. 0. costs.
Drugs Act, 1955,




EPPING & ONGAR RURAL DISTRICT

I BStatistics and Social Conditions of the District.

General Data.

R I e o e e o o ot ai o o A i o e o e S 762007
Resident population (Registrar General's mid-year estimatd. 33,300
Number of occupied houses (mid—year)...;.....,.*........... 10,672
Nunber of houses per acre (averagt)ecsseseescsseesscessness Oel
Number of persons per acre (average)eseseesse:ese. St ol et ey

. Number of persons per house (average)isvee.veecsees it el
BEEh L e Talie (Mi0-3eaT )ecsseosssssscscsvainsaisaisisivisses —~£342,018
Product of a penny rate (financial year‘lgﬁ?fﬁﬂ).a......... £1,357

The rate in the pound (financial year 1957/58)ececesesccess 17/6d.

Births. M. F.
(a) Iive Birthse....... Legitimate... 291 (519;' Y261 {2283
Illegitimate. 9 (1 19 (16

Total: 300 (333) 280 (2uh)

Crude raté.ss.... per 1,000 pnpulatlon...... B iy 9 17.9
ﬂdﬂuﬁtﬁﬂ r'ﬂ-tEt EL N ] L “ - lB! l 18- 8
England El.'lf'.l.ﬂ 1!!:’:1135 " ] "  ER NN 15- l 15- ?
(b} Stillbirths ,......, Legitimate... 2 1[5 6 E?
Illegitimate. - (- = =
Total: T oie) 6 (7]

Rate per 1,000 total live and still birthse.s 21.9 (2044
woon " n "  England and Wales. 22.4 (23.0
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Deaths.

(a) I‘ill ﬁﬂ GE L B B B R RO O R O BB R )

Crude rate sssesseper 1 UOU Pﬁpulﬁtlﬂn.
Adjusted reteccsss "
England and Wales " = t

(b) Infants under 1 year of age.

Iegi‘hiﬁlﬂ‘hﬂ. Qrbt--u 'R
ITllegitimateecceacnss

Total:-

I=

162 (163)

942
95
11,5

?§g

1 ()

Inf'ant mortality rate per 1,000 live births 19,0
u " Englnn& and WaleSee.s 23,0

(c) Infants under L weeks of age.

Iﬂ'g_i‘bimﬂteq---ili-lal
Illegitimateevscssesns

Total:=

o

) ol

2 @

lleonatal n:u:-r‘l:mllty rate per 1,000 live births lZ.1l
! A Englzmﬂ and Viales 1645

52

(253

&g.?

97
9.9
1.7

3

Ly

i

i R
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(150)




Causes of Death.

Male.

Female.

B R e a e s e s e s s ees LOZLLGES) 1EL(150)

1.

2

%,

I

Be

6

T

8.

Qe
10.
11.
12.
13,
L.
154
16.
17.
18.
19.
20,
21.
22,
2%,
2.
254
26.
27.
EEI
29,
30.
31,
32
33
Bl
35.
36.

Tuberculosis, respiratorye.cecsccssosesssceas
Tuberaulosis, otherectscceresscnscevnssscncsns
Syphilitic discasCesscscscssssnsasssncssnnss
Diphtheriacsscscesscnasssesssscssns ssa-anas
%ﬂnpmg co‘-lgh'i.li#iiiiiiiﬁl-llllll-il!il#nllllil
Meningococeal infectionSessscesssees-resnans
Acute poliomyelitiSeeecscscssevevssnsasnnnas
Meas leSissssssnssscnsssssncssnsnssnasassns .o
Other infective and parasitic discoscSeseass
Malignant neoplasm, stomache.e:essssesssenes
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchuss.e.ssssee
Malignant neoplasn, breastecsssiscssesssssses
Malignant neoplasm, UterUS.csessssssssesss .o
Other malignant and Lymphatic ncoplasise.ses
Leukaemia, aleuksemioe.ess-essssvsrvesss seee
LI SEE LG s sis ' sia vis soncaisasnsenassnsssn e T
Vascular lesions of nervous systeMececscesses
Coronary disease, aNgiNAc.sesssessssssssssss
Hypertension with heart diseas€e.scsccscssss
Ofher heart discasCescecerecanescencenenes .e
Ofher circulatory diseasCeicsssssssesscsnncns
INEINENZBesascssssvsssssssssssearssssssnnnse
T T s i e T LRGN U U R e
BronchitiSeeessesscssscsssesncsrsasssssnnsnsns
Other diseases of respiratory systemessssses
Ulger of stomach and duodenumssssesssscsss i
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoef..ceccssss
Naphraitis and nephrosifSesssssscessescnsssss .
Hyperplasia of prostatGesicsccsssssss T
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortionecsssscssse .
Congenital malformationSeeessessscscacscesas
Other defined and ill-defined discasCSessces
Motor wehicle accidentSessessssssccccacasans
All other accidentsSe.seeesccssecnsserasanans
T PP P et
Homicide and operations of woare.s:ssscssccas
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306(313)
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Communiicable Diseases - Tuberculosis.

Pulmonary. lNon-Pulmonary.

M. e M. F.
Number of cases on the register
at lst January, 1957e.e-scces 52(50) 149(30) 18(13) 13(16)
Number of ecases added to the
register during 1957:-
Havf casesli..lli.'.i"""lll 11 (lg B (‘#g 3 %Eg 2 %l;
Inward ‘ﬁrﬂ.ﬂsfﬂrsna-----c--a-- 8(15 = 8(20 l il— o o
Number of cases removed from the
register during 1957:=-
DB&thslllliliiiIll-ll'llliil!l'llil'll' 1- L 2 (l — (-% T E""
Outward transfers..eccescceses 3 (7 K EE TR 1 R 22
Patientg mﬁa.’-iliiliiiiiiil 1 5 " 1 3 (“g l (2
Diagnosis amenNdcdessssesssanne = 3) = {1) il (- = (")

Number of cases remaining on the
rezistor at 31.12.57cececccsss 66(52) 60(49) 18(18) 13(13)

- 55

Total.

132(109)

-

A ~d
f"'h..f"‘\.i—-l.i'_‘\
£ o

157(132)
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II. Sanitary Circumstances.

The Chief Public Health Inspector reports as follows:-
Hater. '

Total number of premises with supply from the mains.s. 9. 373
Total population Servedssssssssssnsasssasusinsssrasans Iy

Extensions of mains carried out in 1957:-

Size of main.

R "

Chipping ONgar.sesssssscsasssssssssnsssssanas 9% l%;‘ 415 ‘E‘
Bl DR HBIGS ex ot sirale s e e T R 3 27, 308 % e
LanmbOUYNICecseeesecanscnsrassasssssnssssnsennse - 92 -
Magdalon Laydies s os spnrcpuiaisin o tiis i asn 6 864 -
1 U c b - e SRR S R R B S S e soe 108 122 159 -
North Wealdesssems snss snsuolns asioinasesssmensss. 4 - 13L & -
quﬂﬂnlillllllili!!l!!!iilirllil!!-iif (RN - l - hjh
BNOET LI 5 viis s 0iv o0 howiin s unien wn S s s eine st - 5 98 -
Stenford BIvera . eesess e aaie sies s e dub e i - - - 196
SHoNAdotl Mag8ei e e s esssesvuvnsdnns s snnhiawi - N - -
Thedrdorl BodiBe s« s e ane b v s s e ek e e 166 11 - 435
Theyactl GarTIO s s s e s aisian s ssinonnannsesennins 6 - - 435

Length laid (in yards).. 385 1425 1162 1500
Dwellings connected during 1957:-

Parish. Number of new connexions
Abbess Hodingir---+--¢--a----r--- -------- .y -
BlackiOr Gu suos e nsesessnensnnssisrsnesassnes i iy o
Bobbingworthe csssesissnnasnsscsssesnsansossne 1
Ghippiﬂg Dngar SrssesssEE NI REE LR TR EEA TR RS 2?
Doddinghurst;+--.p.----,-*-*--« ----- s rac s sEE 12
Epping Uplﬂnd--trt-r-r-t-r-1-1--------n-ftt--
High Ongaresssssccsssssasscsnssscanssnsssssvns
Kelvedon Hatohesssrosscasssvesasnaes L T
mnbﬂurneiiiiiﬂiitiiliiiiIiiﬂiIi-v--il*'ii"il
Lithle Lavers.sieasdsnssssdemsaesssnsstnessn
Magdalen laverssscscssssscessssssasnasnsssssns
T O a0 o i i A I I
NazeinNgesssssssssssacscnrasasssssnsssasssncas
NDrth weﬂldlliittllittlliirieifi-iliili!!rtml
ROydONess-esasatnssssnnsrsssacnssscsssnannsns
Eheeriﬂg.--.---..-.---.a.---..---------------
ShelleYeesesesessesscsccssrorsssssesscnsssanas
Btanford RiverS.sissssanssnavassamnsnbssanses
Stapleford AbbottSescssesns vesrcnsscnncacnsns
StﬂplﬂfDrd Tﬂhﬂ&ytt--n-------------------q:tn
Stondon MasseYesssssesssscsspsnsssnsssanssnns

=J =
~ VW WD = oA

lk‘rﬂkh(DE5rJ4F

26 caxrried forward:- 215




Parish, Number of new conmnexions.

brought forward:- 215

Thﬂ}rdm Bois'f‘ LB L L R O B B B RN B R B R BN B B R AN BB 90
The}rdﬂn }Ibmti‘l # 8 & #F @ & 8 8 8 RN R SRR R E Y R 5
T.:‘ri lling&le' R EEFE R RS RE e TS R R RS 2

Total:- 310

The quality and quantity of the main water supply were generally
satisfactory.

Adequate bacteriological tests of raw and treated water were
undertaken by the Herts & Essex Water Company. Four routine samples
of the main water supply and two samples of well water were also taken
by the Council's staff and on examination were found to be satisfactory.
Sewerage.

Sewerage and scwage disposal are under the control of the
Engineer and Surveyor who has supplied the following information:-

General provision in the area.

Sewers.

The following parishes are provided with sewers:-

Abbess Roding Matching (part)
Chipping Ongar North Weald
High Ongar Nazeing
Lambourne (part) Roydon

Shelley # Sheering
Stanford Rivers Theydon Bois.

Epping Upland

Cesspools.

The Council continued to onerate a cesspool emptying service
in the following parishes:-

Matching Roydon
North Weald # Sheering
Nazeing Epping Upland

Theydon Bois.

About 450 cesspools were emptied during the year.
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Pail Closets.

Pail closets in the following parishes were emptied by
the Council:-

North Weald (part) Roydon
Matching Epping Upland (part)
# Sheering Nazeing.

Approximately 500 pail closets were emptied each week.

# Sheering. The work of sewering this parish was completed in
1955 and in 1957 the Council decided that sufficicent time
had elapsed to cnable ovmers of dwellings on the line of
the sewer to complefe arrangements for connexions to it. The
Council, therefore, resolved that as from lst April, 1958,
no cesspools or pail closets would be emptied. This would
enablle the Council to extend the service to other parts of
the rural district wherc no scwers are as yet available.

Adequate notice of the intention to withdraw the
service was given to all property owners.

New Sewerage Schemes.

(a) Stapleford Abbotts.

During the year under review the Minister of Housing and
Local Government approved a scheme for the sewering of the parish of
Stapleford Abbotts and it is expected that the work will commence in
1958.

(b) Blockmore and Doddinghurst.

The Minister has authorised the Council to invite tenders for
Part II of this scheme and it is anticipated that work on it will commence
immediately after the completion of Part I which, at the present rate
of progress, is expected in August, 1958.

The Council hopes that the provision of sewers will result
in an improvement in the standard of new development and of existing
properties.

New connexions to existing sewers.

During the year under review connexions to existing secwers
proceeded at a satisfactory rate.
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Sewape disposal.

The sewage disposal works at Abbess Roding, Abridge, Epping
Green, Matching Tye, Nazeing, North Weald, Roydon, Stanford Rivers
and Theydon Bois were maintained in good order. This also applies to a
number of minor plants dealing with small private and Council housing
estates and to the many pumping stations forming part of the wvarious
sewerape systems. ~In the course of the year the works were inspected
by mermbers of the Essex County Council who found them in excellent
condition and reported accordingly.

Public Conveniences.

Chipping Ongar.

Purchase of the land necessary for the proposed car park and
public conveniences has been completed and it is hoped to obtain consent
to proceed with this scheme in the near future. Meanwhile, the general
public could still use at all hours the sanitary accommodation attached
to a public house in accordance with the Council's previous agreement
with the Licensee. :

Abridge.

This unattended public convenience rented from a brewery company
has proved difficult to maintain because of misuse and acts of vandalism.

Public Clear=ing.

This service is under the control of the Council's Engineer and
Surveyor. ;

Refuge Collections * -

Refuse collection covers the whole area. During the year it
was possible to make more frequent collections, so that now there is no
parish from which refuse is not removed at least once a fortnight.

Disposal.

There are five disposal sites, all of which are of the "controlled"
tipping type. Negotiations for the use of a centrally sited tip are nearly
comp leted. It will be of sufficient size to take the refuse from the
whole of the district.

Plant.

Seven vehicles are in service and one in reserve. The fleet is
being gradually modernised and now comprises 3 "Paxit" and 4 Side Loader
vehicles.

Staff.

The staff comprises 23 men.
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SR 1 o M 8

Number of ﬂﬂmpiea houses4-q-.-.--,...“u“......"......... ].D.ETE.

" " housea owned by the Local Authorityeecesecececcscens 2,491
- " " Prl‘?ﬂ‘t@]&' D‘IlmedlIIitiii.‘iriiiiilill--tl-lli--F 8,181
" " houses and shons combined (included in above).s.... 1.9
s "  housing inspeotionE..ssesssesaitaresssenrse it ssenne 339
! " intimation notiges servedsiciiciiiiiiiiiiniednnnt 80
L ® slatubory notloes aerveds..ccecissssnsiansnnensail 10
. ¥ housing defeats remediode.: ssasssssss..onie et 63
! " houses completed by the Local Authorityeessssscecss 73
" " houses completed by private enterpristisesesecsscss 375 :

Housing Act, 1957.

HC}UBEE demulis}led.l‘l".i..'.‘li.l-l- llllll LA BN L B O B DO BN B R N 19

Undertakings not to use houses for human habitatioNscescssssss 5 f
GlﬂEiﬂE orders mﬂEilltiiiilriii-ul-l:-i-r-l-lrlqlllululii-liitiliiil' - {
Houses in clearance areas confirmed during the yearsscssssesss 19 '
Houses in confirmed clearance areas awaiting demolitione.essse 3 ;
Demolition orders madesecesacsssssccansnsas 508800 a0 000w aia R 17 :
Undertakings cancelled and demolition orders revokedescesssssss 7 ;

Rent Act, 1957.

Number of applications for certificates of disrepairessscssssss 8
i " oertificates of disrepeir issuedieccssscssscsssasansns A
" “ " " “ Bﬂcelldi.l"'i'li'!'l'll -
. " undertakings received from landlordesscesssccsssssas 2

Housing fAet, 1949 - Improvement Grants.

Eleven improvement grants were approved. Forty-one schedules
of disrepair and of necessary works required to ensure compliance with
the prescribed standard were prepared in respect of fifty-six premises.

The Epping & Ongar Council has continued the poligy of the former
Rural District Councils of Epping and Ongar in giving whole-hearted
support to "Operation Rescue" made possible by the Housing Aet, 1949.
Since the coming into force of this Lct one hundred and ninety applications
for grants have been approved; one hundred and forty-nine dwellings have
so far been modernised to the prescribed standards and twenty-four
improvement schemes were in hand but not yet completed at the close of
the years. In seventeen cases the grants, although approved, were not
taken up.




It is gratifying to record that enquiries -bout improvement
grants are being received at an undiminished rate. It is good
policy to preserve structurally sound houses by providing them with
amenities regarded as essential for a decent and healthy life, thus
making an important contribution to housing.

Slum Clearance Programme.

The five year programme prepared in August, 1955, in accordance
with Section 1 of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, and the
Ministry's circular 55/5) was nearing completion and a supplementary
programme was being prepared. Up to date seventy-seven dwellings
have been dealt with as follows:-

Number of dwellings,

Clearance areiSsssecessess 19
Demolition ordersesssssess 58
Totali- i

It is heartening to record that during the year occupants of
properties subject to confirmed clearance orders, operative demolition
or closing orders were rehoused at an accelerated rate,

Movable Dwellings.

During the year five applications were received for permission to
station movable dwellings, and licences under Section 269 of the Public
Health Act, 1936, were granted in each case.

Glen Faba and Riverfields Estates, Roydon.

A sub-committeec was appointed to investigate the whole problem of
these estates, including the rehousing of families in respect of whom
the Council had accepted an obligation to provide alternative accommeodation.
Six such families, having given undertfaldings to demolish their premlses
on the estates, were rehoused. Enforcement action was pending in one
further case where the tenant has been rehoused but the owner has not
given an undertaking to demolish the property.

These are the first positive steps towzrds an ultimate solution
of the problem.
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Inspection of Food.

GFeneral.

The number and type of food premises in the district was as
follows: -

Grocery, provisions and general BHOreSsessssesasssscecsrasnaa 102
Hoatonrants and GELEl v s i n il e fie i an s nemian s s o en e sl 33
BT Bas v nnnian ko ne s T O L o i d o e s ey 5
B OaN Y OO Bessssssveipaismennsnsnysnsisssyensnsnsssnetels a0 9
FishmongerBessssssancassassssnasasstonnsnsnsssspessnssassnniie 3
BuGANET Be s asrminn s vng s asnnesor s e anasesssnan s vyhrrrna s 17
BT - POV R B S Y T N, A R e N I 6
LiocenSed premiScHsssasssssspiasssbestavsvvrinnshsssdnbnbestng 80 ;
Total:= 208 \
Visits. Defects Defects ,
found remedied i
BhODES s o stdsesayuisans S L N 57 49
Restaurants and cafesscscscsesscensses .o L 15 11
Licensed premiseSecsescsssscsssss sssssns 30 20 10

- One hundred a=nd forty-five premises arec registered under Section
16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955:=-

IGE-GI'GElﬂh‘-:----s llllllll LB A I 1_31 prEl‘ﬂlEEE
Menufacture of sausages, etcCeese 1, !

One hundred and fifty-two inspecticns were made of these premises.

Essex County Council Act, 1952 - Section 103 - Hawkers of Food.

Two persons are registered as hawkers of food under this Act.
M. 1k,

Six dairies in the district are registered under the Milk
and Dairies Regulations, 1949. Eighteen registered distributors
of milk operate in the same area.

The following licences were granted during the year under review
in accordance with the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1949:-

Supplementary Dealers
Ticonces Ticences.
Pasteurisedecececsessesansnnoscos 11 7
BTl i ante s seses s v esn snmensnaann 13 13
Tuberculin testedessssscsacasnsas Al .k
Total:- Lo 25
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Thirty-three samples were taken - twenty of pasteurised,
four of sterilised and nine of tuberculin tested milk - all were
satisfactory.

Leco-gream.
One hundred and thirty-one premises are registered for the
sale of ice-cream. During the period under review twenty-seven samples of

ice=cream were taken for bacteriological examination. As a result of
such examination all were classified as Grade IL.

Two samples of ice-lolly were also examined and were found to
be satisfactory.

Meat and Other Foods.

Slaughtering and meat inspection.

There are seven licensed slaughterhouses in the arca and twenty
licensed slaughtermen are on the register.

One slaughterhouse is approved as an ordinary deadweight
certification centre for pigs.

During the year a total of 20,206 carcases were inspected; details
are given below:-

4 : Cattle Cows Calves Sheep Pigs
| excl, and
20 COWS lambs
Fumber KEl1leGsccssescocsccsns 1375 459 453 12322 5852

Number inspectede..... e ud 1375 120 L53 12152 5806

All diseases except tuberculosis
and gysticercosis.

Whole carcases condemed..... 1 10 5 7 11l
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemnedesceceesss 193 152 1 606 681

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with disease 1l4.l 38.6 1.3 5.0 11.9

Tuberculosis only.

Whole carcascs condemmed = 6 - - 1
Carcascs of which some part
or organ was condemede..eeese 36 76 - L 55

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
m‘bermlﬂsisllll!iiiiill‘iillll 2.8 19.-5 — G-‘DDB 1'1
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Cattle Cows Calves

Sheep

Pigs

excl.
Cysticercosis. cowd.
Carcases of which some part
or orpgan was condeMedsesssess 5 -
Carcases submitted to
treatment by refrigeration ... 5 -

Carcases totally condemned.... - -

and

lambs

Total weight of meat.condemned:- 8 tons 18 cwt 3 gtrs 18 lbs.

Surrender of other unsound food.

cwts. agtrs® 1lbs. ozZs.
Dri&ﬁ milk.lli‘.lifl IIIIIIIIIII R E R RS - l 1 -
Gmnﬁd frl.lit;----tn-s--n-unu-entuan ------ . - - 5 B
L 1;656"]&11128..;....,-....au..;-.-.--. - - - 12
1 fisht-ililtl!-r-1i1 --------- (N ] - - — 8
FI'GB}} meatescesse e ses 1 i & 3 -
Total:- 1 2 L S .

Rodent Control (Preventian of Damage by Pests Act, 1949)

One full time Rodent Operative is employed.
during the year is detailed below:-

The work of control

Local Dwelling Agri-
Author-  houses cultural
ity including
Council
houses
No. of properties
inspected as 2 result
of:=
a) Notificationesss. - 239 13
%hi SUrVEYesosasssee 32 272 Ll
c ﬂ'hhﬁ!"'ﬁfisﬁ. TR EE - 89? 52
Nos. of properties
found to be infested
by:- :
(l':'l) Rﬂtﬁ- - Lﬁ.ﬁ.jDr----- - - 2
L{inﬂr“‘ LR 12 2?5 19
(b) Mice = Mejoressss - & -
linoresses L. 29 -
No. of imflested
properties treated
by Local Authority.s. 16 310 18

Number of block controls: 43
6l

All othera
including
business
premises

29

412

31

Total

e e

 §

331
410

1361

331
7
351 8
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Test baiting and maintenance treatments of the Council's sewerage

gystems were carried out twice during the year.

A total of 388

manho les

were baited, and of these 115 (29%) showed partial pre-bait take and
5 (1.2%) showed o complete pre-bait take. :
Petroleum Acts and Orders.
Number of operative licenceSessssccccesssass 151
Number of wvisits in connexion with petroleum
installatiansl#-ll ".l..-'.."l-““.liililil'l lDE
Inspection of Factories (Factories icts, 1937 =nd 1948)
Premises No. on Inspections Written Occupiers
(1) Register Notices Prosccuted
i
Factories in which
Sections 1,2,3,4&.64
are to be enforced by
Local Anthoriticsesss E 8 1 =
(i1)
Factorics not included
in (i) in which Section
7 iz enforced by the
Local Juthority..eesss. 77 e 5, =
(a5t
Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by -
the Local Authority... - - - -
Total:- * 83 100 - 6 -
Cases in which defects were found.
Particulars. Found. ERemedied Referred No. of
to HoM. by H.sM. Prosecutions.
Inspector. Inspector.
Insufficient sanitary
CONVENiENCCSesssssves 2 - i -
fogali= .. 2 - 1 -
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Outwvork.

The following outworkers were on the repister at the end of the
years- A
Nature of Work. No. of Outworkers.

Wearing apparel, making, ctcCescssscssscencs 27
The making of boxes or other receptacles or
parts thereof made wholly or partially of

POPCrssnonssssnssssasnsssnsnnsns nonsassnnn
Bl MAKINfls o6 niniin s omivee sliie g e e i
SEULLEA Ly Bave stibn sos s st avuninenssonnbnas

Total:=

3 CT

Of fensive Trades.

Fﬁﬁ Faﬂtc:y, Stapleford /bbotts.

An extension to this factory to include an improved Iwel type
solvent extraction plant was completed, and consent to establish the

trade for ten years was granted in accordance with Section 107 of the
Public Health Act, 1936.

Summary of Inspections.

Public Health Act, 1936.

watﬂr Eupplieﬂ'¢qnqlqt----ioot-t.t.-ttill IBE
Sewaragﬂ amd ArainaZtscecsesssssscssscsssas 190

Pigoeriess.ssvsassnsboisasensbnunsanysves 36
liovable dwellingSeessssssasnsssasssssasss 52
Movable dwelling siteSecsscessscscccassee 30
Provision of dustbinSesscsssscsecncconnne L9
Offongive tradote ssssssssnsassnennnsnsoen | 5T

HUuiBanotSessessassansssssnsasnssssnssonnse wa
Re-ingpections to secure abatement of :

aL )R (- - IR S, S g R 118
Enquiries in cases of infectious discase. 70

" -Food and ‘Drugs Act, 1955.

Sl&uﬂhterhﬂuses.------1-----------fllliil 1252

PakaliIBEB s » wa-s 0 a o se e ed b bins wee e ne T
I'ish shopSessse-ssecsssssscsssnssncssnnee L
Teoo-cream premisCBSesessssssssssssassainne 1.0
TN i a6 R A o 10
ButChGrS Shops-------:t-iurit-!-lv!i!tlii 12
Food EhﬂpSII-tioIorir*i---i-i-illillii--' 331
Restaurant kitchens"lliiitllliii+i!iilli 2?
Canteens (including school canteens)ess.. 20
Licensed premisea..-------»----.;-».--a-- jﬂ

66




Housing.

No. of houses inspected under the Public Health Act, 1936ecces.
No. of re-inspections under the Public Health Act, 1936.ceevcee
No. of houses inspected under the Housing Act, 1957.eeesecscscs
No. of re-inspections under the Housing Act, 1957ececvvcrsscnae
No. of visits to houses in connexion with improvement grants...
No. of visits to houses in connexion with certificates of

disrepair = Rent Act, 1957ssececernrccoasacananss e i

Wi scellancous.

N o e o o A
B e S T 1 U LIS Mnimcs u s vl e s weimaim v min s oo a s e e
National Assistance Act, 1948 - Section 50ssccsssscssasrasasnss
DT s L e I S e

173
220
160
110
122

17

100

29






