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To the Chairmen and lMembers of the Councils of the
Epping Urben District, the Harlow Urben Distriet and
the Epping & Onger Rural District.

Lodies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my sccond Annual Report on the
health of the Combined Districts in sccordance with the requirements
of the Ministry of Health under the Sanitary Officers (Outside London)
Regulations, 1935. ‘

Unlike the preceding report which covered a periocd prior to my
present gppointment ond, therefore, releted events of which I had no
first-hand knowledge, this report deals with matters most of which have
arisen since my taking office. .

In order to make the Annual Report more easily readsble without
at the some time sacrificing any of the tebles and other statistical
information I have given it a new form. Section A. contains a broad
survey of the health in the three districts and an analysis and
interpretation of some of the statistical meterisl. Section B. deals
with the health services administered by the County Council and with
the general provision of medical services. TFinally in Section C.
detailed statistical and other information is given for each district
separately.

A5 in the previous reports the Public Health Inspectors of the
three districts have agoin contributed an account of the sanitary
eircumstances and of inspections carried out during the year. To them
I wish to express my oppreciation of their work and co-operations I
am also indebted to other officers of the three authorities and to the
Aree Medical Officers for the information which they have supplied.
Finally I want to thank the members of the Councils for showing interest
in public health matters and for giving me support in ny worke.

I em,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your cobedient Servant,
I. ASH., M.D., D.P.H.
Medical Officer of Health.

lI‘I
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THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

In 1956 the Society of lMedical Officers of Health celebroted its
first centenary. It may, therefore, be appropriaste to stert this Annual
Report with some brief reflections upon the present position and duties
of the Medical Officer of Health.

Until the turn of the century he had to devote most of his time
and energy to the improvement of sanitary conditions. Later on, as this
had been substantially sccomplished and as the knowledge of factors, other
then environmental, which couse physical or mental ill-health had further
progressed, the Medical Officer of Health gradually evolved from his
former position of specialist in infectious diseases and adviser on
water supplies, sewage disposal, housing end town planning to his present
wider role of community physician ond medical sociologist. Todey it is
fully recognised that in order to safeguard and promote the health of a
community every individusl in it must be trested as part of his or her
physicel and social enviromment both at home end at works Unfortunately
in local government an increasing tendency is noticeable of entirely
separating the envirommentol from the personal health services. Some
of the services affectinz public health (water, sewerage, housing, etcs)
have become so corplex that their administrotion is rightly placed
urder officers with special training and knowledge. However, the
duties of these officers are primarily of 2 technical nature and they
lack the medical training necessary to assess the effect on physical
and mental health of certain conditions with which they are confronted
from time to time. Good houses and places of work, whr':-lesniﬂu Water,
efficient sewage and refuse disposal and clean food are, ofter all, not
an end in themselves but merely 2 means to heolthier liwving. It is for
this reason that the Medical Officer of Health should be called to adwvise
on the health aspects of 2ll services irrespective of whether he is in
administrative charge of them or not. This particular function of
the Medical Officer of Health is stressed in the Sanitory Officers
(Outside Londen) Regulations, 1935, which stete that he is "to infomm
himself as for as practicable respecting all matters affecting or likely
to affect the public health in the district and be prepared to advise the
Local Authority on any such metters". The emphasis is clearly on the
word AIL and the Local Authority should, therefore, place the Hedical
Officer of Health in o position "to acquire an accurate knowledge of the
influences, socisl environmental and industrial, which may operate |
prejudicially to the health of the area" (Ministry of Health lMcmorandum 192

On the whole the scope of the Medical Officer of Heelth's work has
widened since the deys when his Society came into being and publie health
started to become an orgonised community service. He is, of course, still
concerned with HEALTH but whilst o hundred yesrs ago this word meent only
the preservoticn of life and physical integrity, today it is defined in
the constitution of the World Health Organisation as "a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of
disease or infirmity".

s °



The improvements in public health during the past hundred yezgd must
now be consolidated end extended. llany communicable diseases have not yet
been conquered, and the larger size of modern factoriefs and cther places
of work facilitates the spresd of infections by bringing together under ithe
same roof increasing numbers of people. Strains and stresses of modern
living cause a higher incidence of psychosomatic disesses. Increasing moss
production and processing of food and the extensive use of chemical additives
expose the health of thousands of people to the risk of a possible fault
in a single large food establishment. The growing use of mechanical devices

. in our daily lives is responsible for many aceidents, which are repidly
becoming one of the major causecs of death, particularly in the younger and
older age groups. Our lurgs zre subjected to injury from atmospheric
pollution, now augmented by the exhaust from a2 rising number of diescl-powecred
vehicles on the roads.

These are only a few of the present day concerns of the Mediczl Officer
of Health. The changing pattern of life, however, creates new problems
which must be faceds The care of the aged, proventiwve mental health and
the prevention of hazards from radio-active materials used in industry are
the three most importont and pressing tesks of the immediate future.

In conclusion, after a hundred years of public health the prevention of
illness still remains one of the main functions of the liedical Officer of
Health, but the emphosis is gradually shifting towards the promotion of
"positive" health.

ADMINISTRATION,

Considerable administretive difficulties were encountered from the start,
and these persisted throughout riost of the year.

Dr. Hy Franks, who was acting Medical Officer of Heolth from September,
1955, became ill early in February, 1956, and was unable o hand over the
departments The situation was further aggraveted by the departure in March
of Mrs. I. M. Stock, a very experienced secretary. Her successor stayed in
the department only seven months and was replaced by the present holder of
the post.

The premises occupied by the depsrtment were unsatisfactory in every
respect and there was lack of furniture, reference books and other essentials.
Howvever, by the end of the year life became mmuch casier when the offices were
moved to more spacious rooms and it wes possible to acquire most of the things
needed for the efficient running of the department. All these improvements
necessitated supplementory estimetes which were submitted in June, 1956, and
approved by the three District Councils. :

- 4

f Soon after the cormencement of the appointment it became evident that
the apportionment of time of four elevenths for County District work and seven
- elevenths for County work was quite unrealistic and that despite long working
hours it was impgssible to discharge satisfactorily 2ll the duties connected
~ with the appointment of Medical Officer of Health. The three District Councils
- and the County Medical Officer recognised this fact and at the end of the year
* a revision of the allocation of time to the County Council and the District
: Councils was pending. 7

&



VITAL STATISTICS.

The tctal population of the Combined Districts shows an increase of
6370 on the corresponding fipure for 1955 Harlow Urbsn Distriet alone had
5170 more inhabitents. Of this inerease 16.2% was due to un excess of
births over denths and the remainder to irmmigretion. The population of
Epping Urban District was larger by 560 and thot of Epping & Ongor Rural
Distriet by 640. The excess of births over deaths in the Epping Urban
District smounted to 9.6% of the totcl increase but in the Epping & Ongar
Rurzl District it wes 41.2%. These figures show thot in the Epping Urban
Distriet most of the population increase was due tc a proportionately large
influx of immigrants, meny of whom settled in the now corpleted Chingford
Borough Council's Tower Estate. On the other hand the higher population
fipure of the Epping & Onger Rurcl Distriet was mainly due to natural
increase.

The birth and deoth rates are expressed both as "erude" and "adjusted"
rates, the letter derived by multi;lying the ecrude rates by an eppropriate
cormparability factor. This mckes en approximete allowance for the difference
in the sex ond ape distribution of the population of each of the three
Districts, and of England ond Yales as a whole, and is 2 rough method of
stondardisations The adjusted birth ond death rates for the three districts
are, therefore, comperable with each other, with the rate for Englandl and
Wales and with similarly adjusted rates for any other district in the country

It will be observed that the difference betwsen the crude ard adjusted
rates for 1956 is in some coses very oppreciable. This is because the X
comparability factors used are those recently issued by the Registrar Generals
They toke acecount not only of boundary chenges but z2lso of rapid increases
of the population which have materially affected its composition by sex
and ape Eroups.

From the fipures given in the oppropriate tables in Seetion C. of
this report it will be seen tiat the adjusted birth rate for Epping Urban
District is substantially the same as that for the whole of England.and Wales
whilst the rotes for Herlow Urben Distriet and Epping & Ongar Rural Distriet
are considerably higher. The crude rate for Harlow at 32.9 per 1,000 '
population is still one of the highest in the country.

Turning to the death rates it can be seen that the crude rate for ¢4
Harlow is less then helf that for England ond Woles but the adjusted rate is
a fraction hirher than the nationzl rote. The crude and adjusted rates for
the other two districts do not differ much from each other and are lower thar
those for England and Wales.

. All deaths of infants under one year of age in the Epping Urban Distx
end the Epping and Onger Rural District occurred during the first four weeks
1life; the infant mortality rates are, therefore, the some as the neonatal
mortality rotes and in both districts they ere considerably lower than the
neonatal mortality rates for Englend ond Waless In Harlow 15 infants died

. M
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before reaching the age of one month and 8 between the age of one month
and twelwve months. The infant mortality rate is roughly the same as the
national rate, but the neonatol mortelity rate is slightly lower.

The stillbirth rotes for Harlow and Epping & Ongor asre lower
than the nationsl one. The Epping Urban District rote, however, is
appreciably higher, but this is no doubt due tc the smell totzl number
of births to which the six stillbirths are related.

CAUSES OF OEATH.

In the Combined Districts 542 deaths were recorded in 1956 (503 in
1955), Diseases of the heart accounted for 30.4% of all deaths (165 cases)
as compared with 31.4% (158) in 1955. 17.9% of all deaths (96coses
were due to malignant tumours (1955 - 89 cases = 17.7% of all deaths).

Analysing more closely these two most important causes of death some
interesting facts emerge. Although mortality from all heart diseasesexcept
those invelving coronary arteries has decreased since 1955

i m

51955: 8% deaths

130.3 deaths per 100,000 populatiﬂng
1956: 77 deaths

109.9 deaths per 100,000 peopulation

deaths from coronary disease which is attributed to a2 rich diet ard to
gtrains and stresses of modern living have increased during the same period.

21955: “15 deaths = 117.8 deaths per 100,000 pﬂpulatiﬁn;
(1956: 88 deaths = 125.6 deaths per 100,000 population

The cancer figures sre even morc revealing. Mortality from all
malignant tumours except those of lung and bronchus has slishtly decreased.

un

51955= 76 deaths

119.3 deaths per 100,000 pﬁpulatiﬂng
1956: 74 deaths

105.6 deaths per 100,000 population

Deaths from cancer of lung a2nd bronchus on the other hand show an
increase of over 50% in twelwve months.

20.4 deaths per 100,000 population)

219551 13 deaths
31.4 deaths per 100,000 population)

1956: 22 deaths

mnu

snalysine further the mortolity fipures for malipnant neoplasms of
lung and bronchus we see that the ratio of male to female deaths in 1956
was 11 ¢ 1 (1955:- 6.5 : 1 ), In the Epping Urban District the mumber of
deaths fell from three in 1955 %o two in 1956 but in the Harlow Urban
District it rose during the corresponding pericd from one to five (three of
the deceased were old inhabitants of Harlow) end in the Epping & Ongar
Rural Distriet from nine to fourteen.

An attempt was made to investigate the smoking habits of the twenty
two persons who had died of cancer of lung and bronchus in the three districts.
The next of kin of 19 deceased were interviewed, the othershad changed
address and could not be found. 9,



The following table shows the average daily number of ciperettes smoked
by the persons who in 1956 died of cancer of lung and bronchus. Not 2 single
non-smoker was found in this group, and all had been smokers for mony years.
Some, in addition to ecigerettes, alsoc smoked a pipe: -

f Number of people smoking a daily averaég
of's
ape at death 0=14 15--24 25 and Nurmber unknow
oVer but said to ba'
: Larpe.
45'55 B - 1 1 I 2
56"65 ETow - E 2 1
56“‘?5 L] 1 . 2 3
GWI‘ ?5' R = -1. 2 l

The above findin s are not intended to confimm the assceciation between
ciparette smoking and cancer of lung and bronchus because there is olready
anple evidence to prove it. This modest investipation was undertaken in
order to bring home the facts %to those people in the three districts who for
psychological reasons do not want %o face the truth and deceive themselwves
into believing that what heppens elzewhere to others cannot happen here to ther

COMMUNICABLE OISE.SES.

Large epidemics of killing disesses are now a matter of the past,
but communiceble disecses nevertheless still demend a large amount of the
Medical Officer of Health's time ond attention. Despite higher standards
of living and improved housing and genersl sanitation the inﬂidenne of
intestinal infections has been steadily increasing in this country during
the past years. In addition, obsecure virus disenses have recently made
an appearance in epidemic form and although fortunately not serious they
are o nuisance to the patients and the medical profession and, by causing
loss of working days, have 2 damaping effect on the economy of the country.

The Combined Districts suffered & large outbreak of dysentery in the
Spring of 1956, and an epldﬁﬁic of" vouiting “with meningeel involvement in thqa
last quarter of the year Altogether 151 cases af Sonne dysentery were
notified (Harlow U.D .lD? - Epping & Ongar R.D. 41 = FEppinz U.D. 3.} but it
is known that this number is only a small proportion of the actual total
because either patients with mild symptoms never consulted their doctors
or the lotter failed o notify meny cases which appecred to them to be
trivial. Nevertheless, there wes some improvement in the case finiing ool
of intestinal 1nfectlans in pgeneral. This was due to an arrangement =
mode in March with the Generel Practitioners under which the Medieal Officer
of Health assumed responsibility for arranging laboratory examinations of '
specimens »f stools not only of the patients but elso of all home contacts.

ml- L &



The results as scon as available viere notified to the General Practitioners
and the persons concerned. This procedure, although imposing additional
work on the Public Health Inspectors who had to collect the specimens and
convey them to the laboratory, presented considerable sdvantages for everybody
concerned. It relieved the busy General Practitioner of the task of
collecting specimens and of arrangin- for their exaomination, .and it lead to
the finding amonpst the contacts of 2 number of symptomless carriers who
otherwise would have escaped detection. Furthermore, it enabled the
Medical Officer of Heelth to take without delay such preventive measures

as were required under the various ccts and repulations. Thas 53 children
were excluded from schoel and notices under the Public Health (Infentious
Disesses) Repulations, 1953, were served on 6 food handlers.

* Towards the end of the year trials were storted with a2 new preparation
for the treatment of dysentery. The drugs were supplied free by the makers,
Mey & Baker Ltd, and were issued to 2 limited number of Generzl Practitioners
for use on their patients. Results of the trectment are not yet available.

Nineteen cases of food poisoning of which one was fatal (Harlow U.D.lle
Epping & Ongar R.D.8.) were notified during 1956 as compared with 46 cases
inthe previous year. There were two minor ocutbresks involvin: two and
four persons respectively and thirteen single cases.. The causative apents
were identified a2s Salmonellz enteritidis (l cose) Salmonella typhi-muriunm

5 ceses including the fatal one) ond coagulase positive staphylococei
L cases). In nine cases the cause renained undetected.

One of the outbrezks of food poisoning was of some epidemiolopical
interest. It concerned two families whose only common item of diet was
brawn purchased from a loecal butcher. Other people, ineluding the Chief
Public Health Inspector, who had consumed this foodstuff, were not affected.
Sone of the brawn remeined in the shop ond the bacterioclogical examination
of it showed the presence of staphylococei. Juring a2 wvisit to the shop to
investirate it wes noticed that the butcher's assistant had 2 flattened nose
and that it was partially cbstructed by o deflected septum. A swab was
taken ond staphylococci of the same phapge type as those in the brown were
grown from it.e The man was immediostely execluded from work and had to
undergo prolonpged treatment before it was safe for him to resume an
occupation involving the herdling of food.

Early in October there wes 2 sharp epidemic outbreak of a virus
 infection resembling Fpidemic Naousea and Vomiting but with a2 proportion

of cases exhibiting meningism and other synptoms of aseptic meningifis,
sirmlating non-paralytic poliomyelitis. Harlow was hit first and hordest,
but the infection also spread to the other distriets thoush in 2 milder fomi.
It is difficult to estimate the extent of the epidemic because the disease

is relatively new and not notifiable. Moreover, in the preat mejority

of cases the patients recovered within 24/48 hours without coming to the
attention of either their family doctor or the Medical Officer of Health.
However, from the aveileble informmation it can be deduced that in Harlow
alone there were several hundred cases, over 170 of which were reported

by the schools. Fourteen patients were aodmitted o hogpital. The
outbreak was thoroughly investigated ond 2 peper on it is pending publication
in the medical press.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

The anmizl revision of the tuberculosis repister showed apain how
difficult it is to obtain accurate data for all cases. The liedical Officer
of Health is dependent for information on so many sources (General
Practitioners, four chest clinics scrving the ares, Medical Officers of
Health and Chest Physicians for other arcas) that some mistakes and
crrissions are inevitebles The register hus now been brought up to
date by the addition of cases which, though not new, did not previously
appear in it. A few other cases were deleted because they had either
recovered, died or left the district prior to 1956. For this reason
comparison of 2ll deta with that of the previous year would be misleading
except for newly notified cases which in 1956 numbered 30 (Epping U.D.8
Harlow U.De 14 ond Epping & Ongar R.D.8.) as compared with 29 in 1955,
There was only one death in the three distrintzn%a worian from Harluw?
attributable to tuberculosis (1955: 2 deaths). Three other persons,
althourh suffering from tuberculosis, died from other couses.

The proportion of all cases on the tuberculosis register to the
population of the district was highest in Epping - 8.9 ceses per 1,000
inhebitants (Harlow 6.0 coses per 1,000 inhobitants and Epping & Ongar
Rural L.l cases per 1,000 inhﬂbitanta}, The scme applies to the new
cases notified dAuring the year which in Epping amounted to 1.0 per
1,000 inhabitants 2s against 0.5 per 1,000 inhabitents in Harlow and
0,2 per 1,000 inhabitants in Epping & Ongar. (Notification rate for
En-land & Wales 0.8 per 1,000 pﬂpulntimgg. This higher incidence of
tubercu}osis in Epping requires investigation, and the Mass Radiogrephy
Unit serving the area has been asked to visit Epping at the earliest
opportunity in order to sereen the whole population of the town.

Arrangements were made with the Chest Clinie in Epping which
serves most of the area for 2 better exchonge of information and closer
ae=~cperation in the investigation of the envirommental and social
conditions of 2ll new cases ond of those immigrating: into the aren.

B«CoGevaceination continued to be offered by the Local Education
Authority to school children eged between 13 and 1 years. The results
for each district are given in Section B. of the report.

ENVIRONKENT AL HYGIENE.

Deteoils of the sanitary circumstances zre given separately for
each district in Section C. of the reports The following are only briefl
comments on some special aspects of envirommental hypienes

Housing.

There hos been a considerable drop in the mumber of houses built
by each of the three Co uncils as compered with 1955. In the Epping &
Ongar Rural Distriet, but not in the other two districts, there was a
similar decline in priwvate building. In Harlow the construction of
dwellings by the Development Corporation and a private firm developing
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an area in Tye Green proceeded at a satisfactory pace. Altogether in
1956, 1874 houses were built in. the Combined Districts compared with
2128 houses in the previous ycar,

The Glen Faba and Riverfields Estate in the Epping & Onger Rural
District remains the biggest housing problem in the area, and is more
fully dealt with on page 57 . Here it will suffice to point out
that it is difficult to imagine how in the 20th century in a civilised
country a large group of people can be allowed to live under such primitive
and insanitery conditions. The shack development is continuing unchecked,
and unless the problem is tackled speedily and with enerpy it may become
intractable.

Early in the year a procedure was agreed upon with the housing menagers
of the three Councils for the allocation of houses on médical grounds. Lach
application supported by a medicsl certificate is now examined by the
Medical Officer. of Health who, after inspection of the house, =zn interview
with the applicant end often consultation with the general practitioner
concerned, submits his recommendations. During the year under review forty
four such applications were investigated (Ipping Urban District 8 - Harlow
Urban District 3 - Dpping & Ongar Rural Distriet 33).

Food.

The Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955, which come into force on lst
Jenuary, 1956, have raised hopes of greast improvements in the generally
low standard of food hypiene in this country. The Public Health Inspectors
have set out enthusiastically to instruct all food traders of the provisions
of the Regulations and have carried out a lorpge number of inspections in
order to ensure that food premises comply with the requirements of the new
laws This has already produced limited but encouraging results, though it
must be realised that bad practices cannot be changed owvernipght and that the
provision of, say, washbasins, is in itself of little volue unless food
handlers make it 2 habit to use them. It will take years of educating not

., only the food traders arnd handlers but the housewives a2s well before an

appreciable improvement in food hygiene can be achieved.

Atmospheric Pollution.

The County Council had worked out a plan with the Department of
Scientific and Industrial Resecrch for the measurement of atmospheric
pollution throughout the County, and in December, 1955, it submitted
proposals to the three District Councils for the installation of certein
instruments within their areas. These proposals were accepted by the
. Epping end Harlow Urban Districts in Jenuary, 1956, and by the Epping &
Ongar Rural District in June, 1956. By the end of the year all necessary
apparatus was on order and a deposit geuge had actually been installed.
in Harlow.



PROBLEM FAMILIES.

In liarch, 1956, a Cormittee for the Co-ordinetion of Prevention of
Break=up of Families was set up in Harlow. The initiative for its formation
came from the Mark Hall and Netteswell Community Assoeiation and the
organisation and functions followed the lines of the Ministry of Health
Circular 27/54 of November, 195k.

The following persons. served on the Committee: -

Medical Officer of Heslth - Co-ordinating Officer.
Health Visitors.

Children's Officer.

Probation Officers.

National Jdssistance Board representative,
NeS.P.CuCu0ff'icer.

Education Welfare Officers.

Diocesan Moral Welfere Officer.

Housing Officer - Harlow Development Corporation.
Housing Assistant = Harlow Urban Distriet Council,
Secretary = Harlow Citizens' Jdvice Bureau.

Legal Advice Centre representative.

48 the case load was lipght the Comdittee met only once a quarter.
During the year eight feamilies were dealt with at the request of the Housing
Assistant, Harlow U.D.Cs (4 fomilies), the Health Visitors (2 families)
and the Legal Advice Centre (2 families). Thres of these families had
some marital and finanecinl difficulties but were not considered to be
"problem families". Two others had in the course of the year improved
to such an extent that supervision could be discontinued. In the case
of the remaining three families the statutory and voluntary organisations
whose representatives serve on the Committee continued to provide help
Erﬂ. E!lﬂ.‘ii"ici.’.‘n

In the Epping Urban District one fomily was dealt with. It was a

childless couple who lived in a remshackle house which was extremely
insanitary, structurally dangerous and generally unfit for humen habitation.
The women was seriously ill and was kept by her husband a virtual prisoner
in the house so that she could not receive any medical attention. A court
order had to be obtained in order to gain sdmission to the premises and
the women was removed to hospital where she slowly recovered. The couple
has since been re-=housed by the Epping Urban District Council.

CAEE OF OLD FEQOFLE.

Lack of time and resocurces did not allow a systematic survey of the
medico=-social needs of all the old people in the three districts. Howewver,
a mumber of cases were brousht to the attention of the Medical Officer of
Health by the Police, the National Assistance Board, the Housing Officers
and private findividuals. In each case it was found that the persons
concerned were in need of cere and attention, and satisfactory arrangements
for this were made without recourse to the compulsory powers under Section
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47 of the National Assistance Act, 1948. Two old ladies suffering

from moderate senile dementia presented a particularly difficult problem
because they refused all help and their condition wes not bad enough for
either removel to suitable premises under the Nationzl Assistance fAct

or for certification under the Lunacy Acts.

HEALTH EDUCATION.

Lack of time and shortage of funds set a limit to what could be
done in this field. During the year under review a modest progrorme of
health education was undertcken, and the Medical Officer of Health pave
talks to various orgenisations on vaccination ageinst poliomyelitis (4 talks),
the health problems of the school child (1 1:.31!1::}I and the work of the
World Health Orgonisation (1 talk).,  This latter tolk was followed by
a film show and was piven on the occasion of World Health Day.

In conjunction with the County Council three meetings on Home
Safety were held for old people's organisations. Posters and leaflets
on various subjects were also widely used for health education. Particular
mention must be made of the effort to acquaint senior pupils of secondary
schools with the denger of cipgarette smoking in relation to cancer of
the lung. Unfortunately the choice of material obtainable for the
purpose was limited, and the leaflets distrkbuted were not particularly
suitables The local press was used to warn the people of the dongers
of bathing in polluted rivers and streams and to publish information
about the work of the World Health Orgenisation.

The Harlow Urban District Council zuthorised the production of
a Home Safety Handbook and arrangements were made with a fim specialising
in this type of publication for the issue of the handbook towards the end

of 1957.
MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS OF COUNCIL ST.FF.

During the yesr fifty persons either already employed oxr about to
be employed were medically examined for superanmuation or sick pay schene
purposess Details are given below: -

Authority. Number Result of examination
exarined Fit. Not Decision
Fit deferred.
E}inng U#ﬂ IGI raw 1‘3 12 1 -
Harlﬂw U-D-Gt R 29 Zlir IP l
Epping & Ongar R.D.Ce. 8 8 - -
Total: = 50 By B .
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NEiW PUBLIC HEALTH LEGISLATION.

During the year under review the following new Acts of Parliament
which have a direct or indirect bearing on public hecalth received Royal
Assent: -

Housing Subsidies Aet, 1956

Agriculmre (safety, Heelth & Welfare Provisions) Aat, 1956
Clean Air Act, 1956.

Slum Clearance (Ccmpensation) Act, 1956.

In addition mention nust be made of the Sanitary Inspectors (Gh.ange;

of Desipmation) ict, 1956, which, although not affeeting public health,
concerns officers whose rn.in function is public health.

Without any doubt the Clean Air Aet is the nost important and far
reaching legislation of the year and it is .a matter for repret that so
little attention and publicity has been given to it throughout the
country. If the Loecal juthorities upon whom rests the onus of ’
irplementing the main provisions of this Act proceed with energy ond
determination it will in time rank amongst the great public health
acts of this country. Having already secured the provision of
wholesome water and reasonably clean food we may now look forward %o
a time when it will finally be possible to breathe clean air.
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I. The Health Services ..dministered by the Essex County Council.

lMaternity and child welfare, irmunisetions, health visiting,
domieiliary, midwifery and nursing, home help and the school health
services continued to be provided by the County Council through the
Area Health Sub-Committees ond the Divisional Executives.

The following infometion was supplied by Dre. F. G. Drown and Dre
Je Le Miller Wocd, Medical Officers for the Forest and Mid-Essex Areas
ard Divisions respectively:-

Epping Haxlow Epping To
Urban Urban & Onpar
District District BRural
District
ante=Natal Clinics.

Eeg Ante-natanl sttendanceSes escecsss 2 5130 256 g

b) Post=-nzatal attendancesssesssvrasa - 134 7

Child Welfare Clinics.

Attendances: - i
Unﬂ&rl_')I'E[:I‘-----:-.---.-¢-u.-.- 96? 1!{.22-![. 51[-92; ':..
1-5;}"Eﬂrﬂr-------tl----t-t-c-il. 8?9 #563 2?96

Women's \ielfare Clinics

J’l!lttendamESiillilll-ltl-ii-f-lts-liipl; lll — -

Midwifery & Home Nursing.

Nos. of cases attended by midwives: -

Ea“asmﬂhhms..u.”.”.u.”.. LB L1k ﬂﬂg
bﬁ as maternity muirsesscscesessss 6 60 174

Nosof visits paid by home nurses..ss. 3975 7991 13779 2

Heplth Visiting,.

Nﬂl:‘f ViEi‘EE nlﬂde-itti|-liltl-il!iil| 135? 128?3‘ E'DW

Iirmnisations.

31,1511_[}{]1 R R N R R R R R 129 6‘55 293

RevacoinationsSscssssssncnsssarsanss 1_3 'BT ?.3
Dipht’herialllll-illill-l-lI-Ill-lll'Illl-I.ll 1?9 853 1'-33
Dﬂﬁﬂter ﬂ.QEEB-iltutlontl--nitltirnl 68 211‘- 211
Whooping Coufhesvesssncasncosscncnaaens 86 310 310
Eﬂﬂster dDEEE‘i.iiii}lililllbl%i'!lﬂ - l? 15
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Vaceination against poliomyelitis commenced in lay and was confined
to children born in May ond November between the year 1947 end 1954.
Howewver, as a precautionary measure immunisations against the disease as
well as against diphtheria and whooping couph were suspended during; the
summer' months when the incidence of poliomyelitis is normally highest.
Owing to shortage of vaccine ond because of the limited time available
only a very small proportion of the children in the three districts was
vaceinated agoinst poliomyelitis. The exact number is not yet available.

The County Council's Hﬂternity and Child Welfare Clinics continued to
funetion satisfactorily and were on the whole well atternded.

The school health service ogain ployed an important part in the
prevention of illness amonpst the children of the three districts. Routine
meCical inspections in the schools were carried out as in the previous years
and cases regquiring particular attention were dealt with in the school
elinies. The rapid increase of the school population in Horlow necessitated
the extension of some of the speecisl services. The nmumber of ophthalmic
sessions was increased from two to three 2 month and of physiotherapy
gessions from one to twe a week. .n orthoptic clinie was established in
April,

Unfortunately other school health services were disrupted through
staff difficulties, The speech therapist serving Harlow and the area
of the forrier Epping Rural District resipned in liay and wes not replaced
until several months later. Similarly the school dentist appointed to
Harlow in licrch resigned four months later and ancther one has not yet been
fDlmlic

DeC,Gevaceination was offered tc school children between the
age of thirteen and fourteen with the following results: -

No.to No.piven  No.who pave No.vaceinated
whom tuberculin a positive with D«CsGs
of'fered +test on reaction
receipt of
parents!
consent
Epping Urban District... 137 72 10 El}.aﬁ%ﬁg 59
Harlow Urban District... 208 150 22 (1L.66% 113
Epping & Ongar Rural
B bl o | AR MR e T - - = =

In specizl cames recuperative holidays were provided and eight
school children from the three districts were sent to convalescent homes.
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II, Generzl Provision of lledical Services.

General Proctitioners.

The three districts are well served by General Practitioners
with whon good relations were maintoined throughout the year. The
Nuffield Trust Hezalth Centres in Herlow which house the General
Practitioncrs as well as Local Authority Health Staff helped towards
the close co=-operation between the femily doctors and the Medieal
Officer of Health.

Hospitols.

St Margerets Hospital, Epping, and to a much smaller degree the
Herts & Essex Hospital, Dishops Stortford, have provided consultant
and in-patient treatment for the population of the area. DLy the end of
the year there was still no definite news about the proposed hospital
for Harlow, and even now that the North East lietropolitan Regional
Hospital Doard has piven 1958 as the date for construction to start, many
people of Harlow who for the past years have seen the building of the
hospital continuously postponed and its proposed size reduced, awe very
seeptical and regerd the whole project as a myth.

The Ongar War Memorial Hospital continued to function as a
General Practitioners' Hospitol despite serious staffing difficultiess

The good liaison between the hospitals and the Medical Officer of
Health was further strengthened through his attendance at meetings of the
Epping Hospital Group Medical Adwvisory Committee of which he is a member.

Laboratory Services.

The facilities provided by the very helpful pathological department
ht St. lisrporet!s Hospital, Epping, were extensively used for routine work.
During the dysentery outbreak in the winter end spring of 1956 over
500 rectal swabs were submitted for culture. Later in the year the
laboratory cerried out examinations of stools, blood and nose and throat
swabs of cascs of aseptic meningitis investigeted by the Medical Officer
of Health. :

Virus research and special identificotion of orpanisms responsible
for food poisoning were corried out at the Central Public Health Laboratory
Colindale. ;

The Counties Public Health Laboratories were used for routine water -
exaninations and other special tests.
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EPPEING URBAN DI STRTGN

I. Statistics and Social Conditions of the District.

General Data.

Area {in acr‘es:}liil#itriiii!ttiittiititi-illll!i!-!llllllll!llll 1,#88
Resident\populaticn (Registrar General's mid-year :
Estimateililp-l-l--llr'-ll--|-|l|-r*iii!tiilllt!il‘ll-lil-l-ll ?,ghﬂ
Number of cccupied houses (mid‘,}reﬂr) R 2,11-52
I"]-'Lunbﬂr ﬂf hﬂuses P'&r acre (B?EragE) EE R R N 1!6
Number of PeETrsSOons Per acre (EVEI’QEE) R R T 5!3
Number of persons per house . ST EEIA S ol auiala « st w0k aisn 3.3
Rateable value (mid-—year, 1956)1- A B BB s B E R B EEE RS Euﬂ, ?63
Product of a penny rate (financial year 1956/57)ssssss £4.50
The rate in the pound (financial year 1956/57)esese-ss 16/6d
Births M. F.
(a) Live Births +.. .. Legitimate 6l 66
Illegitimate b =
Total: = 68 68
Crude rate e.s .. per 1,000 population 17.1
Adjusted rate. b i L, by 15.9
England and Wales see " b : 1547
(b) Stillbirths ee. ses Legitimate 2 3
Illegitimate = e !
Totals: - i &
Rate per 1,000 total llve and still births 42.2
i " " (Eng,}_aml and 73135) 23.0
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Deaths

(a} All 3"{!95 EEECRCR E TR A R T T TR R R R R

Crude ratCasesssssncsnrsess per 1,000 population.
ﬂd.justcd PAGEN & v mows a e iy L " "

Enpland end WaleSeeessesees " " ke SN

(b) Infants under 1 year of age

Legitimateri;lll!‘bllllilt-ll‘ll.l-l.t

Illegitli]ﬁete- LR NN l-.'i.l .

Total: =

Infant nnrtallty rate per 1, DDD Jlive birthssese.. .
LU Eﬂ&l-ﬂnﬂ. ﬂnd :Elﬂs TR R

(c) Infants under L weeks: of age

I LE‘EitlmﬂtE- RN fill-i rli- RN
Illegltit‘“.-at.e- R N R

Total'-

Neonatal murtallty rate per 1,000 'live birthses...
0 4 ]:.ngla‘ﬂ_ﬂ. ;..I'ld alEE " EEEEE

23-

Iﬁéhﬁi

.lhﬂiﬁﬂt



Causes of Death

All causcs-llliI!I'IllIilIl‘tI‘ii.li.-l-ll.ll--l-i-_li'-pl.-l-l-ullj_||l'

1.
-1
2,
L.
5.
8.
T
8.
9
10,
i
.
15¢
Ll
15,
48
17
18.
19.
20,
21,
22,
b
2lis
25,
26.
27,
28.
29,
30.
31,
32w
33
e
35
36,

Tuberculosis, respiratoryeceserscesecsnesonessss

Tuberol i T E, O o a oS a o ot e s, gty e A

Eyph.ilitiﬂ ﬂ.iSEE.SC‘:-.-aq.p..n..... --------- YT e ]
.Dil:'hthﬁriaiulrl---ln-----o-ll-lu--it-------m---sq-
Whooping coughssssscsnsasssnsssassssus i e

Meningococcal infectionSessvesvcosvcsrsssssnnnss

Acute poliomyelitisSesssscasssnsssacsnnsacannnsns

|, o B e o R R I N R S R R R R R
Other infective and parasltic diseaseSesssssesin
Malignant neoplasm, stomach..s.c-svsrssncssasnns
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchuse«sescesscases
Malignant neoplasin, breastecssssesssssscscassnss
Malignent neoplosm, uteruSessseescasscessonnnran
Other malipgnent and lymphatic neoplasmSe.sscssss
Lenkaemia, Bleulaemini . e sine s e s sassnn s
DisbeteSsssssssssnnsncnsannuains g Seisnans
Vascular lesions of nervous system..............
Coronary disesse, angindssssscsssssssvvsssssvanns
Hypertension with heart diseas€s.ssssssscscssnss
Other heart discasCessrsssrrssrsannsssssrsnsssns
Other cirvonletory AiSeaa6.  Jerarennnsosenssess s
InflUE‘.'IZE-------------.------- ----- T T
Prlew_lorlj.ali!iliI#i-ri-i-l-i..l-i-l-ld-l--lIl+l-|-1 TR
Bronchi¥ie s s ssrsvdcsadaniaveis SR AR SR o
Other diseases of the- reaplratnny systemssscsass
Ulcer of stomach and duodentMesssssnsssscassssns
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhocasescssscssnees
Nephritis and nephrosiSesssscetscssscscnsesssnns
Hyperplasia of prostotesss-scecncnesrscncsssnane
Pregnency, childbirth, abortione.s.ssvecececscens
Congenital malformationSesssscesssscsiscasnsnnsns
Other defined and ill-defined diseas5eSecsssssses
Motor vehicle accidentSesscscsssrscscssssisansss
All other accidentSesscsssencacsorsssssnnssasnss
Buicidessessornenosssronnnssesnne s saiadesssennn
Homicide and operations of Warcessesssssssscnsss

2#.
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II. Sanitary Circumstances.

The Public Health Inspector reports as follows: -

1;.73'156‘!'-

The quantity of water provided was adequate. Since the
middle of the year, however, complaints have been received from local
consumers about the discolouration of the supply. Samples were taken
and it was found that the trouble was due to a high iron content of
the water. In his report the analyst commented thet the water could
be "expected to give rise to complaints from domestic consumers”.

Representations were nmade to the Herts & Essex later Company
who admitted receiving a number of complaints but these, they felt, were
not serious enough to suggest o radical fault in the supply system.
The Company olso expressed the view that in most cases the complaints
could be traced to disturbances in the supply caused either by emergency
operations of valves or the cutting off of the mains in order to provide
water to new building sites. They promised to carry out more frequent
flushing of the mains which they belicved would solve the problem.

The public were invited by the Council to submit particulars
of their complaints both to the Company ond to the Council who are
keeping the position constantly under reviewe

Dreinage and Sewersafics

At both sewage works staff difficulties were experienced, and
for long periods there were not enough men available to carry out the
work, particularly in connection with the maintenance of the pumps. It
was, in fact, necessary to engege the services of the mormfacturers to
overhaul the pumps at the Southern Outfall.

Trouble was also experienced from trespassers who not only
demaged buildings but interfered with the working of the plant. In one
case the opening of wvalves during the weekend was considered to be the
direct couse of a bod sample of effluent taken from the Northern Outfall,
Locking devices were instolled and the assistance of the Police sought
to prevent trespassing. Two further samples of effluent teken during
the year proved satisfactory, which scemed fo confirm that the initial
trouble was in fact the result of nctivities of trespassers.

Sarplcs token by the Essex River Board of the effluent from
the Southern Outfoll proved satisfactory.

Three cascs of obstructicon in the main scwers were dealt
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with during the year. In each of them the obstructions were thought
to be due to builders' materials finding their way into the main pipes.

The heavy sunmer storms also caused sewers to overflow in
two parts of the area. 1In the first, on the Crows Estate, the main
soil sewer became surcharged on twe or three oeccasions during heavy
storms and caused a back flow into the gardens of some private houses.
To remedy this difficulty one=way ball valves have been fitted which
should close the house drains to any surcharge from the mein sewers.

In the second case surface water only was involved. 4 remedy
was found in connecting &n overflow from a road gully into the house
drainage system.

Housing.
(a) General

Total number of occupied houses as at 31.s12.56ssessssse 2479
New houses erected by Epping Urban Distriet Council.... 22
3 . " " Chingford Borough Councils.scsces 42
3 i i i pri?atﬁ: EIl‘berprisea PR sE R BT E R L BN 9'0

The majority of the houses completed by the Council were let tc
families tronsferred from clearance areas, and the remainder were allocated
in accordance with the points scheme. Amendments to the scheme in 1955
resulted in priority being given to those spplicants who had been on the
housing list for two years or more. An increased number of houses, flats
and bungalows should become available during 1957 as 2 result of a large
contract let during the current year.

Chingford Borough Council completed the development of their
Tower Estate and commenced the erection of houses on their Beaconfield
site.

(h) Repairs.

Intimation notices served siicassssssecacae s 18
Etatutﬂr_‘f’ nDtiGES EEI’U‘EII.'- AN BB AR R R s R inil
Inspections carried -outbesssssisstisnesravenafh -

(c) Improvement Grants'{Huusinﬂ'ﬂct,-lﬁ#?)

Applications considered and approved.sssssse O

(d) Clearance Area Progranme.

Families re-housed and properties left empty
on undertokings from OWNErSssssssssesnssseeald
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Further progress was made with the Council's five year programme
prepered in 1954, about half of the properties included in it having now
been cleareds Property owners continued to be co-operative ard in no
case was o formal obJection lodged either with the Council or the Ministry.
Undertekings not to re-let were given in all cases, and although no |
actual demolition was carried out it is known that arrangements have
been made for this work to commence in 1957.

Publiec Conveniencese.

As in previous years considersble wilful dsmage was caused %o
the conveniences and although the assistance of the Police was sought
it was found impossible to epprehend the culprits or to prevent further
damage.

necessary to close the buildings fﬂr shﬂrt periods of time.

Public Cleansing.

Considerable difficulty was experienced in recruiting staff,
particularly drivers.

A new vehicle was delivered during the year and an old one was
thoroughly reconditioned. 4 third vehicle is now kept for use in
emergencies, and the position as far as lorries is concerned is much
improveds Refuse is still disposed of at the Herlow tip by arrangemnnt
with the Harlow Urban District Council.

Inspection of Food.

(a) General

There were 78 food premises in the district comprising the
following trades:=-

Grocery and provisions ssssssssssssssasss
GﬂnfﬁctiDnGrS---q.n.-a----qn---rlu---a-w-
CanteenSesensssvesssvssssssnssnnssssnssns
GTEEHgTBﬂCfﬁ----r-f-r-r-r-t-h--r---------
Licensed premiSeSsessssecssscccssncsnsnns
Restourants and cefeSeisssssncscssssssnnes
Bakers and confectionerssssssssssssssnsns
Fish $hﬂp5‘-.-q...p.---.------'----q-lit-
Eutchﬂra----.-.-i-....................q-.

e et
onF i B oD,




(b) Premises Repistered under Section 16 of the Food
& Drugs Act, 1955. ;

Sﬂle Df iﬂe GI“E&T’.‘E-.----4----------r1- ------ L] l‘:'
Friﬂd fiﬂh ShﬂpS||-llltllrl‘illlllilli!lll"l!l'l‘i-'lll 2
Preparation and sale of preserved meatseess.. 2

(c) Dairies.

Three premises in the District were registered under the
Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949=-195.4.

() Inspections - Food Hypicne Repulations, 1955-56

These long awaited Regulations came into operation at the
beginning of the year and were in most cases well received by the
various trades concerned. .The principsl difficulties exXperienced were
in connection with premises not designed for the focd trade and lacking
space for accommodating equipment required by the Regulations.

In two cases temporary certificates of exemption were issued to
enable structural alterations to be mede to ensure compliance with the
Repulations.

During the year 120 inspections were nade as a result of which the
defects found were remedied, or additional equipment was installed in
the following catepories of premises:=- .

Gropery and proviBioNSissesre st svrassesranrans
ConfectionersSssssssssssscssssssssnssassnsssens
GEntEEﬂB------tr--q-----------p-c--------------
G’reer’grgcersﬁifi'llIi!il‘lfi!ilii#ilil‘!iili‘lll‘l
Licensed Pm:i.ﬁealiil--tt-i-lntini--lilnift--tl
HES LA T a e AT CET S ai s o v essse s isesnss
Bakers and confectionerSsssssrsssssencssnsrnns
T T e e S RS T T N ST L S
Butchﬂrﬂn----.----u..---p-. ------- : sesa s s s EeN

FuiLis B oW,

(e) Condemned Focd

Arising out of inspection and subsequent condemnation the
following foodstuffs were surrendered by the ovmers. With the exception
of raw fish and meat which, after staining, were allowed to be used by
soap manufacturers, the cother food was disposed of on the refuse tip.

Meat

(1) Fresh
Hind quarter of beef weighing 137 lbs.
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(2) Tinned

Corned beef = 2 - 61b tins.

Pork luncheon meat - 4- 31b.5oz.tins.

Luncheon meat = 1 %in.

New Zealand minced pork - 15 cartons each average 37 lbs.
Danish pork and beef luncheon meat - 1 - 41b tin.
Jellied veal = 1 - 61b tin.

Fowl.
Turkey - 1 weighing 161bs.
Fish.
Cod fillets - 3 boxes - 2 stone each.

Dog fish - 6 stone
Smoked kippers = 3 boxes = lk lbs each.

Vepetables.

Potatoes - 130 lbs.

Fruit (Canned

Peeled tomatoes = 8% - Boz. tins.

Cherries = 3 tins.

Strawberries = 1 tin.

Cereal.

Spaghetti - 1 tin....

(f) Ice Creom.

No ice eream is manufactured in.the.diétrict and local wvendors
continued for the mest part to obtain.their supplies from large and reputabl
producers. 3ix saomples were tzken and upon examination were graded
as follows: -

Grﬂde I R R R N N I B j 3ﬂmple$
G’rade'II!iiitll'll'i'll'!illl'l'l2 Teg

Grade IIIlliimniiilir!!!ll#i l i

Rodent Control.

The Council's part=-time Rodent Operative dealt with 43 private
residences and three sets of business premises.
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Atmospheric Pollution.

Although the provisions of the Clean Air Act, 1956, did not come
into operation during the year, some consideration was given to the dischorge
of smoke from the local hospitals  Representations were made and the
hospital euthorities apreed that there was couse for complaint and sugpested
that the trouble arose from inexperienced stoff. They promised improvement
and the matter is being kept under observation.

Factories.

Speeial attention was given to a new factory from whose cellulose
spraying booth objectionable fumes were emitted. As the result of
representations from the Council additional washing plant for the funes
was installed.

More senitary accormofation was'also provided in a factory which,
because of expansion, had engaged additionol staff.

Inspectionse
Premises Noe. on Inspeaetions Uritten Occupiers

Register Notices Prosecuted

(1)

Faetories in which

Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6

are to be enflorced by

Local Authorities. 5 1] m =

(i1)

Factories not included

in (i) in which Section

7 is enforced by the e

Local Authority 3 18 il - -

(1ii)

Other premises in
which Section 7

is enforced by the

Local Authority 7 L = -
Total ... . hh 27 - =
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HARMOW URBAN DT STRITET

I. Statistics and Social Conditions of the District.

General Data.

;'.LI'GE (in_ aﬂrES)ltl-|||-||--|-||l||t||--|-||l-ll|ll-||-i-|| 6,3}13

Resident population (Registrar Genersl's mid-yeer

Y k- o R £ S L R e e 29,830
Number of occupied houses (mid=yecar)sessscssssnss 9,646
Number of houses per acre (average)esssecssssssss 1.5
Number of persons per acre (average)esssesseesses LT
Number of persons per house (average). sEsEaaas e Bel

Rateable value (Iﬂid—}rﬂar, 1956};--4--1-------'l-l £’3m,lm

Pr-::clul-;t of a penny rate (financial year 1956,7 57) « £1,625

The rate in the pound (financial year 1956/57) s s s 1?/- .
Births. 1. Fo
(a) Live Births ... sss Legitimate 505 455
Illegitimate 15 e
Total:= 520 462
Crude rotCessscesasss per 1,000 nopulatmn 3249
Adjusteﬂ rﬂtﬁl ] “ 21-?
England and WaleSeess " ] " 15.7
(b) Stillbirths s+ e+s Legitinate 11 10
Illegitimate o -
Total: - 2 pis}
Rate ner il 'DGCI' total live and still births 20.9

mw " 2l Englﬂl’ﬂ ﬁlﬂ Jr..lﬁ'-S! ; 23"‘0

Sls.




Deaths. - - SRR JReps - 1 S S o || F.

E)A agesf'll‘iil RS EE R R AR LE I-].-.

Crude rate ssevses ;oer 1 DGD populatlon. 5,0
Adjusted ratesevess SR 20 1.8

England and-Weleses " % pors Yoaren 1147

(b) Infants under 1 year of 8pCevevevsas

LEEitiﬂlEt‘Erltrt--dla 12 l:l_
'Il'l&,gitimﬂtaltirai (N _.: _.:
-----  Totel:- 2. i o
Infant mﬂrtalu.t}r rate per 1,000 live births 23.4
n E%land -ﬁrlﬂ. IjalESl RN 23-8‘
(c) I-nfants' unﬂ.ef L weeks Of APE. s snine b
Legitilt‘.'late-,- L T R 9 " 6
2 IllegitimatEbl AR ] -i: i -:'
Tobali=-+ -9  _6

Neonatal mortality rate per 1,000 liwve births 15.3
. o ".. Enzland and WaleSsssss 16.9
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Causes of Deathe

-ﬁll causestliiilllrfi-iIlillrl-tllnil-l-aor-p-apg

1a

24

T

e

5.

6e

T

8.

9.
10,
il
150
1%,
1l
154
16.
17,
18.
19,
20,
21,
C
23,
it
25,
26,
o9,
28.
29,
304
31,
32,
53
e
35
36.

Tuberculosis, respiretorye.scececscscscscssons
Tuberonlosis, otheriisiminten s sesnsnanssins s
Sy]_j}]ilitic ﬂisease'.'-.!'!IlliI'irlil'bl‘i.r-i i.-l-il.-
Diphthﬁriailll|iliiilllviii-i-ir-------;;-nnnl
'Whﬂqping Gﬂughiri----ti------:-a----q;g-----.-
Meningococcal infectionSssseecesssssncesasnvss
Acute poliomreliblasseinsissnekinnessonrnsnnnssss
MeasloSeesssssassmssnsnansssnenssnnsisssmnngss
Other infective and parasitic discaseScssssens
Malignent neﬁplaam, stomaghs cscasscnsscnssrnes
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchuS..scsescscse
Malignﬂnt nEﬂPlﬂﬂm, brecstessracssncnrssarnans
Malignant neoplasm, uteruSeescecssscesecssscas
Other ﬂﬂlignant and lymphﬂtiﬂ nﬁﬂplasmﬁ-.----.
Leukaemia, aleukaemigesscasovssssscscnrscsnnss
Diabetedssssssosionssssstiosss sdnassnbssasnnsss
Vascular lesions of nervous systemMesececscsess
Coronary disease, anginascssssssssscssscssssns
Hypertension with heart diseos€ecsvssesarsssans
Gthﬂf heart ﬂiEEEEEtctw----r---s-l-----------u
Other circulatory disecas€esssssssssssssssnsens
Influenzﬂirl-nl-q-'-'i'-rl1-'-'.1--1-'--;4.-1.--.--4. YT EREEEEL
Preumorilas sus s «iabis sais's sfass s & soinn s DR I R
Bronchitisesesssssesssnsssssncnsnansnsssnsnsne
Other disease of respiratory systemecscecncess
Ulcer of stomach and duodenUmssssssssssssasses
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoccessssssssssss
Nephritis ﬂnﬂ nﬁphrﬂsis..._.+--;-.------a-----
Hyperplzsia of prostatésescscesscerecscornnnes
Pregnancy, childbirth and abortionesisssscenss
CDngﬂﬂital malformationSesscnspsasnsssasnsnnnn
Other defined and ill-defined discascSesssssss
Motor vehicle accidentsSeseseresscesscncnionens
All other accidentSesesescsesvcnsncorcsnnncnns
SulclideSe essnrscssnsrsresssssssasssanasssnnssca
Homicide and operations of warssesesessesecsass

36.

Male

76

[
1P VP P Lt o1

I_l
1 MR RFEMNML P

Female

Total

71
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LITvwiI NI T IR I P FronEB T POER I FT LI R R

147

R T O T CT TR TP S

p
ovn =

FFwr

I OWFEEEFE I HI | M oo




"aTqBTTLEAR 30U SIE SaTe), pue

pueTiug IoJ eTxaxfd Texadzend pus sSTAT48doy SAT309JUT JO 238X 2OUSPTOUT oyl *d°N

e e fatp=sl- | mil=cf-al= | - =5 =1 ==
e e [ ilesl- @l Erim Tt =T =] =
Lz S (B ol B B T e T e R R
8*6 ceg T e = ===t = Bsl= | S lEs
695 L T LAY ECY P ey Iy (s v e g [ v
9°2 ¢¢ ol R g S R T B O
L*60T L*gs¢ |[of - T rw écie | & wm g Pos wr LT
T°0 0 o3 e b g s = |=1=1|=1}=1=
2°65¢ BT &Y - |- |- 1= |~ |7 Jate| 6€] 8z} ©¢| &z2f L
¢t (] T i e B o I e S S o S [ P
g°¢ : Al 7 Sl w1 I et o VR T (S R A O |
T T TR PR B S e s T T el 0 N O
] erot |6 Cooke oa I | e R TR R R B
SaTBl P “mu m:m_
pueTiug: | moTIey m ma.mm eGir G2 FSLFOE =5 = li-2 =8l =L =0

uotgerndod 0o0“00T
I9d @381 20USPTOUT

sdnoxd ode 03 SuTpIOODR SUOT}BOTITION

eTxaxfld Texs lrang
STAT3eday SAT4D8JUT
dutuostod poog
setadrslxy
eTuotmaud 34noy
UOT308JUT TEo0000dUTUSI]
KLroquas g
eTIoudTg
saTseaw

oTafTeaed - uUou
otqfrexed - styTTeL OTITOL
Udnoo Jutdooyy)

I9A9F 3°TIEOQ

(STSOTnoIaqny, 3de0X0 ) seseest o[qeo LUNuoYD

57



Communicable Diseases = Tuberculosis.

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Total

M. F. M. F.

Number of cases on the register at -

1ﬁt Jﬂmﬂrﬁr, 1?56li‘i-illiillilliI Il-|-1 51 3 6 ]-01

Number of cases added to the

register during 1956: -

HEW CESCSesn snnssnassnnnnstssns l]- 9 - l 1‘]-
Inward transfersscscsssssssssns lll-lnl Al 5 1 81

Number of cases removed from

registér during 1956: -~ :

X D‘E'.E.th.‘!- T R 1 l - ” 2
Guhfard transf’arﬁ.iiilullililili 5 2 o 1 6
Pﬂtimts mlredlll-iii'iIiil'liiI 3 l e = ILI-
Diagnosis emendedesssesscesssns 2 2 - - L

Number of cases remaining on the J : ;

I‘G,giEtEI‘ at _31-12-56--||ol--'iitiill : T? B‘B B ? m ..

¥ One death was-frnm causes other than tuberculosis.
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Table showing the monthly number of new claims for
sickness benefit submitted to the Harlow Office of the Ministry
of Pensions and National Insurance

Month Claims

Januaryl-:11--.--;-1-;-----.;:- 558

ngruaryii!-r---r----n-------r- 531
H?rchilllliiliiii.-iii-iiiilf-t &18
#Pril.lIlill-'!lillilitilitltiI 2?8
Mﬂy.iitttatl-p-.--;n-qna ------ " ﬁ&l
JunE!!!lillr!!!!l#illtltlilliii 259

Julylrlflii'tnlri-i----r--r-rin 265
August!trlnt'tl--nntr;-tp-'tl.- Ell
Septemheriiiii+i-l--r-mv--#ttri 282

Dctober'i.lllilli‘iiiiltilivlill J-I-J'-B'
Hoveﬂberiiilll*lll-lltli-lltlli 352
B = o= o e e i s S S SR R 29
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IT. Sanitary Circumstances.

The Chief Public Health Inspector reports as follows:-

ater.

The main water supply to the whole of the district was adequate in
quentity and of a high stendard of chemical and bacterial purity. There
were eleven wells still in use and water from these was elso satisfactory.

The following information was obtained from the Genersl Manager,
Herts & Essex Water Company, the statutory water undertakers in the area:=-

‘Iﬂtar supplied unmeasured (ﬂﬂnestic] vee eos 277,425,000 gallnna

i by meter (trade) ... $o4 e 188,917,000
Total consumption for year T AR T R LSE 3#2,&00 “
Avﬁrage consumptlﬂn per day Ednmestic) TRl 5 758,000 "
s swrs st rade) 180 gk 516,000 "
Average daily consumption (2ll purposes)ss  se. 1,274,000 *
Consunption per head per day domestic)ses  ses 23,36 ™
- . " " s trﬂdE) e s 15-91 "
1 " 1 [T 1 all T}U.IPGEES:] 54 39‘2? "

98 miles of trunk and distribution meins from 3" to 18" in
diameter were laid bringing the totel length of mains within the
distriet to 65.01 miles.

The Company have esllocated contracts and work is proceeding on
stage 2 of their capital works programme to secure further bulk water
for the development of Harlow. This involves the construection of
three new bores and punping stations at Thundridge, the extension
of the re-pumping station at Hadham and a new 21" dismeter trunk
main from Hadhem to the reservoir at Rye Hill. These new works
should ensure adequate supplies for the completion of the New Town
provided that there is no excessive demend for water by indus*ry
and trade.

During the year 69 sarmles of water were submitted by the Company
to the County Public Health Laboratories for examination. In every
case the analysts reported wholesome water of a high standard of
bacterial purity.

Nine samples of water were submitted by the Local Authority for
chemical and bacteriological examination. Ther were taken from the
following sources:-

Main supply «.. son
Watercress beds.. see
'LTEllE "em e LR
River rew e e

R,

Three complaints about water were received during the year,two of
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7 T i rﬂ:"u-.-r'—’"'"ﬂ_‘ e

i

conesrning the main supply. All were disposed of satisfactorily.
Thirty-eight visits were made to premises in connection with water
supplies.

Sewerage.

Sewerage of the town was adegquate with the exception of the Latton
Street, Kingsmoor Road and Harlow Road areas which were in existence before
the construction of the new town.

The Harlew Council considered the provision of sewers in these parts
of the district anl resolwed to start with the laying of a sewer in Latton
Street. By the end of the year, however, the linister's approval for the
work had not yet been reccived.

Property ouners in Little Parndon and Hare Street were able to
cormect to scwers which were provided in those areas by the Harlow
Development Corporation and the Harlow Urban District Council respectively.

Wozh.of %he sewage was carried to the Rye lMeads disposal works
which are under the control of the Harlow Development Corporation, but
the o0ld disposal works at Harlow and 2t Burnt Mill were still in operstion.

The Council continued %o carry out the emptying of cesspools ard pail
closets in the districh. :

During fthe yvesr ‘welwve statutory notices were served upon owners of
propersy for the conmversion of pail closets to the water carriage systen
and for the comnection of fthe premises to the sewer.

Rivers arnd Shiteanse

The seotion of the river Stort which runs along the northern end of the
district reccives effluents from the sewage disposal works situated at
Netteswell ard Harlcow. The condition of the water is similar to that of
most: rivers in the ceountry

Public Convoniences.

Public converiences are provided and maintained by the Council and
are cituated at London Road, The Stow, The High ard Potter Street.

"Pubnlic Glesrsing.

. The Engineer ard Surveyor of the Council submits the following
information concerning the collection and disposal of refuse:-

Refuse is collected wieekly from a1l residential properties
in the %own end trade refuse from shops and business premises as
froquently as necessary. For the latter service the Counecil
makes a charge on an agreed basis.
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The Council's plant is composed almost entirely of
completely enclosed diesel engine, large capacity,
hydraulically compressed refuse collectors.

Disposal is by controlled tipping et Redricks Lane,
in the Urban District of Sawbridgeworth where the Counecil
operates an International Drott Skid Shovel BEK3. Refuse
from the Urban Districts of Walthem Holy Cross, Sawbridgeworth
and Epping as well as from part of the Epping & Ongar Rural
District, is also tipped there against payment to the Harlow
Councils. The capacity of the tip is such that facilities
for refuse disposal will be awvailable there for approximately
another ten years. The total amount of refuse disposed of in
1956 was in the region of 12,600 tons.

Housing.
Generzal.

Number of occupied houses (a5 at 31012.56a)asscssnsssnses 10,384
n "  houses owned by the Local Authorityesceseseeeses 98l
I i I now w Harlow Development Corpes.s 8,282
Pri?ﬂtﬁl$'ﬂﬂn&ﬂ..;nnigyn¢-+.o|-a+---pt-t 1’118

L n 1]

n " hDuEinE iHEPE‘GtiGHS----i---t-""*“"'“'“"‘ 1{-53

0 " dntimation notices servedecesrsssccscsssensasns 9

" M hDUEiﬂg defects renediedecvessssssssssssannsnss 25

" & hcuses erected by Local Authority..eviececersces 10

" t " " private enterpriseesssecsssss 101

o "  houses & flats erected by Harlow Development Ce 1,414

I " ecases of lﬂﬁﬂl OroCCEdingSe oo sassscssnsnsnne Hil
Housing Act, 1936.

Houses demolishede s iassssssanasssrssssossssssssisannsnne 34

Uﬂdﬂrtﬂkinﬁs not 0 lebesssssssssnsssnsnsnasnansnsssannnn Nil

Closing OrdCYSeesesvessssssnssasarasnrnscssassssssnsnans L

Houses in confirmed clearasnce areas owaiting demolitions 8

Houses in clearance arcas not yet confirmedsescovsscsess Nil

Demolition orders made under section llessssesssescsscas 6

Housing Act, 1949 - Improvement Grants.

Number of 1nqu1rie$----...-......... IR
" " applications considered by Local Authorityese..
. " applications approveds:ssssssssscsssrsiscanses
dwelling units providedssesssscssssescssssassne
- "  applications refused by Local Authority..e....

1] L
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Food.

. The total number of food premises in the area was 219. Their
partlculars are set out below: -

Shoos - Grocern._n._d“.n.q*m.1.............u.w........ L6
Tt g S e btk by e A O R SR R e R A S &
B'thﬂheri.i.innuq PR R R oEEE R R R E B R R orEUTETE R B 5 ER B Y B E B 19
Fishmonger (includes 5 fish £ryers)eecesscsses 11
GreenIrOCETs ce smnisnssesssssssasmrnssnssasnsosne 15

Sweets and rgnfentlonc:y...--..---.-.-.---.-.. 1

liobile Shops:- ; : TR LEREL T
e T T L P R P PN TERT R TE 2
GreenErOCET T esswsnsasns cssasssprnssasnanans R R [
"Hﬂt 'ﬂ.DES—" AR R R R T T T T l

e i o i P o e A A e S e T IR e 7
HE B AT a B e s s s arenenntcasgomsgnsogaonsisasaseninsnss ",
I R e o U e T T e T o AP 23
O -l iCcENCESesisnsssssnsnssennssnsssnsassnossnasnsnsas 3
Halls and ﬂﬂﬂmunltf GEﬂtrEE--t-i.idt-lq.;nin-....ponnn #

3

Factory canteens..sseceassseasonssssnsaisnorscssansennssn 1
L R e B e ks wimn amisn s n anshss v anmnsns ‘16
Bilding ite canteenss ssesannnnranesnrassensns B 9
Pood storage depotSessseseinsssssscassiscrssssnssnnssens 2
Fﬂﬂd{fﬂﬂtﬂr}rn----..-a---t-' ------ YRR i i Y e 1
PaEENNIEC R st sannvassassnsassrassaasssssnsnenshsnsnan o 3
e e Bl el s s s e cuntsnnsennnsinnnnsss e T Sl

During the period under review 2232 visits were made to premises
vwihere food was prepared, stored or sold, and in the course of these inspections
adwice was given on the hypiene of food handling and storage. Details of
the vislits are given below: -

FEEEJGUI:}T C&I’ltEEHS----------'----.---4-------------.----- "I-I-?
Sﬂhﬂnl canteensllllirlIili!.ljl.l.r‘l-l.l'lnl|l-||'|.-|.||| 85
Euilairg Eitc Ganteens'll LR B L B L L B B B RN 9?

L T S T R R B T T D e e e B 115
5hD3$i+1 FrEecE e e T T T R A 1#48
Mobile Ehﬂp? A S B P e e T e M T P 2:[..?
Bettairants, anl caleBsscrorssasnrsasrsarasresssnsssnns 104
LR SR e e e S U B 61
Market - (operating from 19.5.56s )scessssessnssasscsnns 60

g E-._

Informzl or formal action resulting from the inspections was taken
as follows:~-

Legal PTDCEEﬂin{;Et---- P S R E R B W AW TR B W BA R @R RS B R E R WA W W

I"T‘I.J.ﬁber c'f intiﬁ1ﬂtimn I‘lOtiGEE EGWE&I#!!iolfr!i!i*!r'oi 6:}
3
Food submitted to analyst for examinotioNereescsssssss 1

L3,



The following are particulars of foodstuffs which, on inspection,
were found to be unsound:-

lbse 0ZS5s
Gﬂmfﬂ.rﬂentirilltiilnliiiil--l-'-i-inlrl-l-lni- 33*’4- 24
fish.#.l'.l‘.l.'.‘.'.'l‘l".'.'.‘...'..ll 2
milklIitilltlrint!vnili-lllri-Ilnfllr-'l-_llI--rlhi a 2
fruit..t...rlltl1-ili|lrl'ilifriilliiiii 3? 5%
VE’E:EﬁablEEilli--l---i_---vu-t-i-------ii 35 2“5
GI'EJI'LEE juiﬂﬁilllnnititlr'tl-olll-irl-lli.lnl-rlnln .
EﬂﬂPir-pt-ir-ptun------q-t---nr-b---t-t- lh!'
lT'i-Sh-wet‘..‘i'l.;.;‘li.-i.i‘-‘i..‘!ll.l'l.l.!}l..' '1'?9 E
Fmit--'ll'.l-!l'lll'l'l.'l‘l-!-l."l.it_ilrI_I'!'.Il'llIIII-IIli ﬂj e
I'-’Ie-ﬂt--!lillln-l-rl-l'p-iivp--'p----¢r---_-pa..q-". 2% -
Total: - 900 L
Watercress

The conditions under which watércress was grovn received attention
during the year and five samples of watér were taken from warious parts of
the beds and submitted for bacteriological examination. - The result of thi
showed slight pf:-llutiﬂ:n believed to be of avian c:rigin.

Water from' the E"I‘U.I'I,I""E which feed the beds proved to be of high
bacterial purity.

General measures were tcken to prevent pollution of the beds and
roush chlorination was carriced out beforée the cutting of the watercress.

The prowing of watercress continues to be kept under constant
supervisions.

Food & Drugs Act, 1955, section 16.
Milk & Dairies Repula trms, J.E?ln-9~1951|-.
Repristered Pru:nises. ;

Fifty=-five premisés ore repgistered under the provisions of the
Food & Drugs Act,1955, and the lillk & Dairies Regulations, 1949-1954,
particulars of which'are set out belows There were no premises registered
undecr any local act. ;
No. of premises No. of inspec
repistered carried oute.

Storage and sele of ice cream  «s. 37 156
Preparation or momufacture of
sausages or potted, presscd, pickled

or preserved food intended for sale. 1 756
Dairies ««s s - e T _& LZ




Essex County Council loct, 1952, secticn 103,

Hawkers of Food.

Seven persons are registered as hawkers of food under the
provisions of section 103 of the Essex County Council set. No
lock=up premises were used for the storapge of food which would have
required registration under this Act.

Slaqghtérhcuscs.

There were no slaughterhouses operating in the district.
Shops

There was close co-operation with the Haerlow Development Corporation
in all matters connected with the Food & Drugs and the Shops Acts and all the
Council's requirements under these acts were incorporated in the plans of
new shops which were to be erected.

Milk Supply.

Forty-four licences under the provisions of the Milk (Speeial
Designation) Regulations, 1949-195L, were issued during the year. The
details of these are set out below:-

Supplementary Dealer Total

Pasteuriscde-eesessss 15 3 18
Sterilisedeerancassns 15 % 18
Tuberculin tested.... 6 s .8
36 8 Lk

Hwﬂber Df ]_:lrt:nliEE*E fI‘C-T“-: T..rh.iCh milk i.n'.":r Eﬂldn e R R ] e 2‘3

Number of samples of milk token during the year:-
Pasteurisedesssssvsscnsnesies 20
-2 f = o L 8 1
Tuberculin testedesesscnrncns 29 :

One sample of pasteurised milk was reported to be unsatisfactory
and the matter was taken up with the supplier.

Ice Cream.

Numnber of premises registered for sale of ice-creamees... 37
Number of samples of ice=-cream taken during the years... 1l
Number of sammples of lce-lolly taken during the years..s ;B
The ice lolly sample was reported to be satisfactory, and the

ice-cream samples were cach placed in Grade I of the lMinistry of Health's
Provisional Grades.
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Rodent Control.

Prevention of lonage by Fests Act, 1949.

A Rodent Operative is employed on a part-time basis by the
Council and details of this work during the year are as follows:-

Number of properties inspected.cscercsesacesaneresss 12},
Nuber of Snopeckionadaiiiiieesisveiy s s ez 683
Nurber of infestotions:-

rﬂts = mﬂjﬂr AR R R R R R R E l

Tats = minor sevesseceee 13

mice only seeesssseseess 31 105

Humb@r Of CDmPlﬁints rEGEiVEﬂlii----*-c-rl-#-i1--$ii 12#
Humber Of Gontraﬂtﬂ Ent&rﬂd intﬂ.lliliIlIi’lIllililI EB
Number of infestations treated by the Councilessssss 104 ¢

The policy of the Council is to treat 21l infested dwellings
free of chearge. Occupiers of other types of properties cen enter
into eontract with the Council who carry out the work at an economic
charge.

Pet Animais Ack, 1951.

Two licences for the keeping of pet shops in the district were
issued under the provisions of the above-nened act. Inspections of the
premises were made from time to time to ascertain that the conditions of
licence were complied with.

Inspvection of Factories.s

Factories Jects, 1937 and 1948,

1l = Inspections.

Premises | Noson Inspections Written
repister Notices

(1)

Factories in which Sections

le2e3eltediabs are to be enforced

by Local AuthoritieSecscecesess 15 36 -

(ii)

Factories not ineluded in (i)

in which Section 7 is enforeced

b}r the Loeal Authnrity. sEsranan 83 8 B -l-l-

(1dii)

Other premises in which Section
7 is enforeced by the Loecel
Authority (execluding out=workers'
premises{

R N R NN BRI B R A N N

IE |
& |
=

46,



2 = Coses where lefects were fourd.

Particulars Found Remedied Referred No. of
to H.l. by H.M. Prosecutions. |

Inspectors Inspectors

Sanita conveniences
E.?- i

ag InEUffiﬂiEﬂti Tl ] 2 — - 2 -
b) Unsuitable or :
defEGtiin TR EE _lg _2 _-ll _2 _—
3 = OQutwork.

Fifty outworkers were on the register at 31st Decenber, 1956,
and were engaged mainly on work in connection with wearing apparel.

Offensive Trades.

No offensive trodes were carried on in the district.

Summary of other hatters dealt with.

(a) Inspcetions - General.

Complaints investipated and action takenN.sessesceescsnses 100

Inspeection of schools (excluding school canteens)e-ceess 15
Inspection of establishments for massage or special

treatmentesesocesesssssnsosscsassssssrtosssssnsransanansnns L
Inspection of hairdresser establishmentseeeceasscscssvods L5

Inspection of shops, other than food shopSesssscscrcssas 76
Visits in connection with investipgation of infeetious

B T a0 6 R D o e B o e 551
Visits in connection with investipation of smoke nuisance 13

2 (b} Summary of Lepal FProceedings.

D@ring the ycar legal proceedings were ‘takKen against three firms. BEach
case was heard at the Harlow Magistrates Court. Details are as follows:=

g Offence ‘ i Result
Sale of orange drink containing straw and Fine of £10. with £5. 5. O,
other extrasneous natter contrary to section costs.

2 Gfl thﬁ F'Dgi& I_-}m,EJE ﬂct, 1955 'EEEEEEEE R

Neil in a sausage contrery to section 2 Fine of £10, with £5. 5. O
of the Food & Drugs Act, 1955 eevievaronves costs.
Alleged male of decomposed souscge rolles.. Case dismisszed.

L7,
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EPEING & ONGAR:eR IR AL DT ST RT G

I. Stetistios and Socisl Conditions of the Districte

General Data.

EI'EB (in ﬂcres)liiiltiiitll-tntt-lvl-i-llnlll-llvlll-lll-llo- ?G,DD?

Resident population (Registror General's

mid=renr eatimate) . fe e s s birenia e s e s 32,280
Number of occupied houses (mid-year)esessssses 10,063
Nurber of houses per acre (average)eseescecses 0.1
Nunmber of persons per acre (average)sesceceses 0els
Number of persons per house (average)ssssessss 342

Rateable wvalue (niﬂ.—year, 1066 s coresens  £314,661

Product of a penny rate (financial year _ :
1956‘/5?).41-.i.;.-p-.-.-.-.t---n--;--'-t-i--gt £l’3m

The rate in the pound (finencicl year 1956/57) 16/2%
Dirths. ok e e s M. Fa

'l:‘:'l) Live E:.rths .------4 e LE‘EitimﬂtE T e 319 228
iy ex Illegitinates.., _1h 16

Total: - 533 2l

Crude rate ssssecssee DT Ly DO{) "*:I’.D]..‘.'ulatiﬂn- . 17.9
ﬂdjuEtEﬂ ratésssssces " sam 18.8
EI'.I{_,]-ﬂIﬂ and 1l1r"11'35i T 2 * . vew 1517
(b] Etillbirthﬁo AR EEE NN LE[_;itiT.LEtE‘ L] 5 7
Illegitimates.. = -
Total: - e Lt
Rate per 1,000 total live ard still births.. 20.4

1 i 1 " n Eng]_and and Vinles. Ejgﬂ

L8,




Deaths. i ¥ Rt T ' e 5 F.

(a} ALl aj2es !l!iiiliiii--tﬂirﬂlilipliilill lﬁi_ lég

Crude rates.ssesesess per 1,000 pnaulatlan. 97
Adjusted TatBsescnosen T il 9.9
England and aleu.... i Candl L EIR e . 1La7

(b) Infants under 1 year of &pe.

Legitimetesceicinans
TllegitimatEs s oo

Total: -

Infant nnrtallty rate per 1,000 live births. 649
- Enbland and Waleseevss 1548

(c) Infants under 4 wceka of age -+ v0s

: Lerltlmate.;-.. deuse
- Illegitimateesiseras

Total: -

Heonatal nﬂrtallty rate per 1 DDD live births 6e9
' : : Englan& and WaleSassee 1649
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Causes of Death

liale Female Total

All CAUSESE w8 50 08 60 a8 0808600888 0868 0888 éd i pag 163 15:} 315

1, Tuberculosis, respiratorVscssssssssssncssns -
2« Tuberculosis, otheXs.ssessssrarsssvasassnne - |
e BYphilitic A3 8caECs sx v i s s e an nesings e5nse - |
Le Diphbher]aeeessssivess s inee s sniean o i o -
5-'Hh00ping cﬂuﬁhil‘!iiliiiiilvlil-iIillfll‘;i =
P Merningococcal infectionsSsescssssosssenssnes -~

Ts Acute poliomyeliliBessvssnssnsniananssssnan
R Y- e s
9« Other infective and parasitic diseaseSseees
10. Malignant neoplasm, stonachesssscsscsacsass
1l. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchuS:.sssssss
12, Halignant nedplasm, breactesssssssnsasscnne
13, Malignant neoplasm, uteruss.sssissscscssans
14, Other malignant and lyrmphatic neoplasmsssss
15. Leukaemia,: aleukaemigesesasosssssssncnsnnas
16- DisheteBeshion sscssama snnians slnme e sis
17. Vascular lesions of nervous systeMecscscses
18. Coronary disease, anZinassssssscssssssssses
19. Hypertension with heart diseasessesssscssss
20. Other heart discagesssssssssarsnsnsnsnssres
2ls Other circulatory discasBesssrssssrssasssns
224 INFluanZaee i o se cibindbounsgaueiniomne s i innias ore 5.5 5.8
2 N T O IO T i -l i s e i
E#i ﬂrﬂnchitis..--;.¢-----.‘;---n-..----.---.--
25. Other diseases of respiratory systcie..eses
26. Ulcer of stomach and duocdenums.sescsceescssn
27+ Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhocaseesese.s
28. Nephritis 'and nephrosis..sss-ssssscasasscns
29. Hyperplasia of prostatessscscscecnsecncnses
30« Pregnancy, childbirth, abortionesssscscscas
31ls Congenital malformationSesesscsssscasasssss
32+ Other defined and ill-defined discaseSesses
33+ Motor wvehicle accidentsesscececsncsnrnnnses,
ﬁ#- All other accidentsesssscecssncnsassnsncsrns
3He SuicidoSeesssssssssssnsncsesassacnissnsanns
36, Homicide and operations of WeCseesssssssoss
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II.5anitary Circunstances.

The Chief Public Health Inspector reports as follows: -
Water

Total number of premises with supply from the mains.... =069
Tutal Pﬂpulatign Sewei."illllll.i'i'iliiliiliiIllli.i 29,"—'-?6

liains extensions cerried out in 1956: -
Size of kain
E’E.Ej,ﬂl_ % 1" LT {0 g

g R T e R T T 02 821 292 -
R A R e verwrie. i n s o SRR i . e 8 = 12k -
A T e LT B 378 -
BerthNTen i v s b ofi - ads daiws L wiveEy e v 124 169 -

BRI e et sty s iana) it Al s W i e 186 319 - -

Sh&{fringltttiiii-qn-iii-i-t-l-iti-; ..... b 5 L..s - —
Etﬁplefﬂrd TEJTI‘HG}F--;-.---a------fur--------- =q - 5 95‘0

Staplﬂforﬂ Abbc‘tts-.--t-||-|-||||-|||¢o+a-r-i- 6 — ?60 —
Stﬂrlfﬂ]’.‘d Eiv&rﬁ.---.-;-.;;---;-p ------- TR EE - 809 5 23':'5
ThE}"ﬂ.Gn BGiSilliiliiiiiliiiliiiiili*!f!iilllli- 15i|- 2281 ur 5?5

Length laid in yardSesess-ess 694 5276 1557 3826

Dwellings connected during 1956: -

Parish Number of new connections.

Abbess, Berners & Beaucharp Rodingeresesssas
Chipping Ongarscsessscsrocsavrsass wnini e e
h‘}”figld.illl‘.[.'.-I.l.-l.’lll' lllllllll LI B B R
el = ot F =T O N SO P SR T P
High Ongarssesssssscassssssssssassnssssansens
B elrad oty Hab oy s e e s o a o s R
Ej;jpim Uplnrﬂ--............. ----- R .
TiEIODDVLLTIS 5w 5 a6 5-5.5 5 K80 $im a.8/86 85 8 0 8n 8688888
L e e e e I S
0 P ot e = RS SR P
Nﬂrth -.-I-EEJ-dI!'llllll!ill"l‘!l'#i-iill-!llilll L]
TR A e e PR F R e O G ik
DUCETANE s s uis o5a s 0nssm0 6 bmne R TS
Shelleyessssssrssornarsnansns S R T T
B R TITTR . R T E T o i o i L
St'aPlEfﬂrd JibthtEr---1-.------------ ----- " 9
Stondon liasseYesssscsvssssacssnisrsssssssnsns 10
Thﬂ}rﬁﬂn DDiStf--p-t-i---fnl.r----pf.-.-i---l. 51

2

SEBInBBELuEmnE N

Tm‘}rﬁﬂn !':i':}untlflllll"lll'll'li-l'li'l'll'l llllll

Total: - L13
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Both the quality ond quentity of the mein water supply were
generally satisfactory.

During the year under review adequate bacgeriological examinations
of raw end treated water were undertsken by the Herts and Essex Water Company.
In addition the Council's Public Health Inspectors took four routine semples
and seven other samples following receipt of complaints. These, upon |
investigation, were found to have arisen from maintenance operations by
the Water Cormeny.

Three samples of well water were submitted for examination and all
were unsatisfactory. In each cose remedisl measures of the obvious faults
secured improvement in subsequent examinations.

Smmraf =1

The Engineer and Surveyor has supplied the fnll-:ming :Lnfnmatiun
about sewerage:=-

General provision in the arca.

DEVCTS, The following parishes are provided with
SeVers: = !

Abbess Roding Matching (part)
Chipping Ongar North Weald

High Ongar Nazeing.

Lambourne (part} Hoydone

Shelley Sheering.

Stanford Rivers Theydon Bois

Epping Upland

Cesspools. A cesspool enptying service is operated by
the Counecil in the following parishes: -

Matching Roydon
North Veald Sheering
Nazeing Epping Upland

Theydon Dois
Approximately LS50 cesspools are ermptied annually.

Pail Closets Poil closets in the following parishes were
ermptied by the Council: -

North Weald (part) Roydon '
Matching Epping Uplarﬂ (part)
Sheering : Nazeing,.

Aoproximately 500 pail closets were emptied each week.

Slis




New Sewers

Schemes for the sewerage of the following parishes were
prepared and submitted to the Ministry:- '

Matehing Green and Beauchamp Roding.

Stapleford Abbotts.
Moreton.

Schemes for the following parishes were in the course
of preparation:-

Fyfield/Willingale
Kelvedon Hatch

Blackmore and Doddinghurst Sewerape Scheme.

In September, 1956, the Minister of Housing and
Local Govermment advised that he was prepared to suthorise
the commencenent of work on Part I of this Scheme in April,
1957, end to issue loan consent on that basis. The early
completion of the scheme is an urgent necessity.

New connections %o existing sewers.

Durimg the year under review eighteen new connections
to- sewers were made.

Seware disposal.

The sewage disposal works at Stanford Rivers and
Abridge, together with the several disposal plants serving
Council housging sites were satisfactorily meintained.

Pyblic Conveniencés.
Chivping Ongars

Pending sanction by the lMinister of Housing and Local Gowverrment
for the provision of @& combined ear park and publiec convenience, the
sanitary accommodation at the licensed premises in the High Street was,
by a financial arrengement with'the licensee, keépt dpen for the use of
the public at all hours. This arrangement as a temporary expedient
had rmuch to cormend it. The licensee was responsible for cleansing and
maintenance, and no complaints were received.

Abridce.

This centre of population is a bus terminus and is much frequented
by the public during the swmier monthss Sanitary occommodation situated
on the forecourt of the Blue Doar Public House was kept open outside
licensing hours and was mainteined by the Council under a financial
arrangement with the Dreviery Company.
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Public Clemnsing,

This service is under the control of the Council's Engineer and |
SUrveyors |

Refuse Collection.

The refuse collection serviece covers the whole area. Fourteen
parishes have o weekly service, thirteen a fortnightly service and the
remaining six parishes every third week.

Disposal

There are five disposal sites all of which are of 2 "controlled"
tipping type.

Plant.

Six wehicles are in service with one vehicle in reserve. The
fleet is being medernised and during the year one new "Paxit" and one
new side=loader were purchased.

Staff
The staff corprises twenty-four mene.
Housing.
General.
Nurber of occupied houses (as at 31412.564)eseessess iﬂ;i}h

Number of houses owned by the Local Authorityecsesss 2,316
5 . 9 privately OWNEAesssnensrsnsnsnannne '?;818

i "  houses & shopns combined (included in above) 157
i " housing inspectionfsssessssssssscasnspsnss A4S
“ " intimation notices serveds.sessvsscesssnne - 96
» " statutory notices servede.ssssssssnsscssns 10
- " housing defects remedicdesssscscscssscnres 77
g " houses completed by the Local Authority .

during the YeaTe.ssssssiasnssrsssshsosssnssiarasgsnns 36

Number of houses completed by private enterprise

during the ¥earessssessessrscssscncssssscssssssssnes 159

Housing dct, 1936 - Housinz Repairs & Rents Act, 195L.

Houses demolished.ssss sosnsasncrsprsnsnnnrnnrssnsnnans 1?
Underteakings not to leb.,.ecseveavnvnsecncnsnesssnss 3
Ulﬂainﬂ OFdCTrSasssssronsnnsnsasnsasmsncnsannsanssasans 1
Houses in confirmed clearance areas awaiting

aﬁnDlitiﬂn--------.--t-----c---a----i-i--{ntiittl-tn 19
Houses in clearance arecs not yet confirmedecevessss Ly
Dﬁmﬂlitiﬂn Orders under SCctiﬂn e I S e i R 1#
Undertekings cencelled and demolition orders

rovokedessessssasnsnansnssanissBidihcnntnd bRt n 9
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Housing Aet, 1949 - Improvenent Grants.

During the year under review 33 improvement grants were mode.
Fifty-four schedules of disrepair and of necessary works required to
ensure compliance with the prescribed standard were prepared in respect
of eigh¥teight premises.

lMovable Dwellingzs.

In 1956 fifteen applications were received for licences under
section 269 of the Public Health ict, 1956. Fourteen licences were
granted and one refused. .

Glen Faba and Riverfields Istate, HRoydon.

Following local public inquiries held in October and November,
1948, to reach a decision as to whether he ought to issue directions for
securing the removal of the existing shack development by the use of
enforcement powers provided by section 100 of the Town and Country
Planning Aet, 1947, the lMdnister of Town and Country Plamning decided thot
not only land occupied by the estate ought to be restricted spainst
further development but that the whole site should be progressively
cleared of existing buildings. He was of the opinion that acquisition
and preparation of an alternctive site should be undertaken as soon as
possible and that the aim should be to complete transfer from, and
clearance of, the estate within five yeaors.

With due regard to the undoubted difficulties presented to
the respective authorities by this decision, the fact remains that no
progress whatever has been nmade, and indeed the position has gravely
deteriorated because the number of families in permanent occupation has more
than doubled since the inguiry was held.

Life in insanitary and overcrowded shacks, the absence of piped
water, and the disposcl of sewape by conservency methods -on gardens of
inadequate size in the vicinity of shallow wells which are used for drinking
and domestic purposes, constitutes a serious health hazard.

Inspection of Food.

General
The number and type of food premises in the district was as fellows:-

Grocery, provisions, and general storeSesss-scscscssesnses 97
Rﬁstﬂuranta Eﬂi cﬂfesla--------r-t-;-p--t--pi-----+n-t--- 5l

Bakersllll'ill!Ill..ii‘lll‘l.llilllllfllllliil"ilillllilll-

B T T e o &t iy im e om0 O WL BER R, e A 8
P S MAONITCT By a s sm v 0 46 » ¥ ivws 566 s bs 6w aiomesstsdsbeessinsss e 5
T S T e e T S S T e S | =
Dairies...u.....”.............-.......-...-._....-.-.-n 6

Licansea Prenises.iliilirtrilil.!.-§+lilr'|ivlrillliillll Sl

Total: - 272
57, L=



Vigits Defects Defects

found remedied
ShD?Et-----t-----p ----- e 126 9? ?B
Restaurants anxl cafeSeeese L1 %5 27
Licﬂnﬁﬁd Prel'iii SCBassn sasnen 2—8' 2? 21.

One hundred and thirty-five food premises are registered under
section 16 of the Foed and Drugs Aet, 1955:-

IEE CrCOMe e n s 0 s s 68 s 0 s s pasnm 12-1 JJrE:].IiSEE
Manufacture of sausages etc. 1 o

One hundred ond forty-eight inspections were made of these premisese.

Essex County Council Aect, 1952 section 103.
Hawkers of Food.

Two persons are registered zs hawkers of food under the provisions
of section 103 of the Essex County Council Act.

Milk
Six dairies in the district are registered under the Milk and

Dairies Repulations, 1949. Eipghteen registered distributors of milk
operate in the same area.

The following licences were grented during the year under review
in accordance with the Milk ( pecial Designation) Regulations, 1949:-

Supplementary Dealers!

Licences Licences
Pagteurisedess as cnivonsann il 6
Sterilised--tilifll"l!!‘"l 13 lD
Tuberculin testedesssscses HE p 7 OB 1,
Total: - a5 23

Six samples of milk were taken - five pasfeurised and one tuberculin
tested - all of which wiere satisfactory.

Ice Cream.
One hundred and twenty-one premises are registered for the sale of
icg creams During the periocd urder reviéw five samples of ioe cream were

taken for bacteriologicel exaninetion. ~ 4s a result of such examination all
vere classified as Grade I:- : '

Four samples of ice lolly Were alsa exaninad and all nf thﬂm'were
found to be satisfactory. -
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Food Hypmiene Repulations, 1955-1956.

Before the appointed day all food premises were piven an abstract
of the Regulations and other relevent information. Despite this and the
publicity in the eppropriate trade Journals it was unusual to find compliance
» with the Repulations in detail. This eriticism spplies alsa to the School
. Canteens. In 21l cases appropriate actiﬂn‘was taken,

Meat ard Other Foods.

Slaoushteringe and meat inspection.

There are seven licensed slaughterhouses in the arez and twenty-
cne licecnsed slaughtermen are on the repister.

iwo slaupghterhouses are opproved as ordinary deadweipght
certification centres for pigs.

The following table relates to carcaées insvected and condermned.

Cattle Cows Calves Sheep FPigse

excl. and
COWS . Lanbs
i 2 i 6 0 G 1195 327 1036 14,376  LE05
H‘m]her ir—:ﬂ?@":-::e‘:lr R BERPEF R EE R 1195 }2? 1028 llm# maﬁl
All diseasss excepl Guberculosis
and cysticercosis
Whole carcases condeimneds eass e 1L - 2= 11 5
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemneds e sesacasnns 249 al,. 6 12,2 302
Percentape of the mumber
inspectied affected with disecase. 2049 28.8 0.8 10.8 T+5
Tuberculosis only
Wholz carcages condemneds cecreves 3 7 L5 i 3
Carcases of which some part or
organ vae condermeds e o renasiinns 11 35 - - 55
. Percentage oi the rumber
- inspected afiected with
tu.bﬁl?':lllﬂﬂiﬂ,------v----“--;“---. :!_1.2 .1.2-.-8 L - liil-.
sticercosis.
Garcas&a of which some part or y
ﬂr{‘;ﬂnwas corﬂm&ill-iiilriflnﬁi 3 - -5 — e
Carcases suhmitled %o treatment
hy. TEfI‘igﬂ?‘JtiDﬂs-----..-.-....“. ; 3 -~ - - o
Carcases totolly condemncdssssess - - - - -

Total weipht of meat condemned:= 8 tons 3 cwt 2 gbtrs 8 lbse.
594




Surrender of other unsound food.

Rodent Control.

ovts. gtra. lbse ozs.

ﬂam&dI'!':Eﬂt.-----.-----...;. — l 2 -
B NilKecovnvoanvsnwsons - = 2 -
e fruit'llli.tIrifltill-l - s l ll}-
- Vﬂ[ﬂ&tﬂblES.aa-.----r- — | !‘- 3
L fiShllllo-.t.nl-itnli L L 6
FrESh r-1¢ﬂt!ili!'-i-llll--lili 2 - 6 =
Total: = Vs 1 16 rd

(Prevention of Deamape by Pests Act, 1949)
One full time Rodent Operative is employeds The work of

rodent control during the year ended 31st December, 1956 is detailed below:-

Local Dwelling

Author= houses

of': =

b
c

by: =

ity including
Couneil
houses
No. of properties
inspected as a result
a) Notification..... - 196
&Iweyilil'llilfl 33-![. 260
Dthew;is&. T EEEEE] — 1052
No. of properties
found to be infested
(a) Rats = ‘lajor... - -
ANoTee s 1? 188
(b) Mice = ilajoress = 5
SLINOTe s s 5 20
No. of infested
properties treated
by Loecal Authority 22 213

Noes of Notices served
under Section 4:-

%ag Treatment:sesesss

b) Structural works.. -

Nuriber of bloek controls: 39

ACYL=- all others
cultural ineluding
Business
Premises
o 18
49 50
L7 201
1 2
8 20
- 1
= 3
9 2L

Total

223
393
1500

233
6
28

268



Test baitin: and maintenance trestments of the Council's sewerape
systems were carried out twice during the year. A total of 333 manhcles
were baited end of these 75 (227) showed partial prebait take and 12 (4%)

showed a complete prebait tzke.

Petroleun Acts and Orders.

Nunber of operative licences authorising storag€ees. 147
Number of visits in connection with petroleun ;
installatiﬂns-uic.Iillllli.il!ltiiIIlllittill TEE R 52
Inspection of Factories.
(Factories icts, 1937 and 194.8)
Inspections.
Premises No. on Inspections Written Oceupiers
Repister Notices prosecuted
(1)
Factories in which
Sections 1,2,3,4.4.6.
are to be enforced by
Local Juthorities 6 10 - -
(11) .
Factories not included
in (i) in which Section
7 is enforced by the e : ;
Local Authority 75 88 o il -
(iii)
Other premises in which
Bection 7 is enforced by . i
the Loecal JAuthority - : = - -
Total: = B8l 98 I N =
Cases in which defects were found.
Particulars Found Remedied Referred
: T_DH-I.J.‘- B}n H.E‘j:. NC'I Of

Inspector Inspector Prosecutions
Want of cleanliness - 3 - g -
Insufficient sanitary
EGII?EIE'.E:IB:ES----*---- = 2 - 2 ~
Total: - - A - 3 -
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Qutwork.

The following cutworkers were on the register at the end
of the year:=-

Nature of WWorks No. of Quiworkers.
Wearing apparel, making, etCessacscscncacas 66
IlrJr.{'tkinc Df bﬂxea--lqpqy-an--;---inuapaq.-q-.. l

Brush :.:ﬂkinﬁ'fl*ll'I'-fIilii'*ll‘l#i'ili'llll!iiilil-

2
Total: - EE

Qffensive Trades.

Fet Factory, Stapleford Abbottse.

In orxder to enable the owner to improve his fretory ond methods
of operation and to ensure compliance with exlsting byelaws, planning
permission without time limit wes grented to him on 31st July, 1956.
Prior to that, however, a sunmons was issued for his failure to comply
with byelaws relatin: to the emission of noxious wvapours. This had such
good effect thot the necessary work was sufficiently advanced to warrant
the adjourrment of the proceedings.e The factory requires continuous
supervision.

Summary of Inspections.

Public Health Act, 1936.

Water SuppliGStlrl!|-l-it-l-t|lrli ----- snsrann 115
Sewerape and ArainofiCessssssesssssssssssnsnsss LE6
PiEEGIiESitvdtri-t-+r+---tirtiii-tii-b-b-i-l-i 32
Mowvable dwe.llim_’;ﬁn|b-|nr|----|--l-l!-annunnitr--r-- . 3-:]-
lioveble dwelling sitcCSecessscrscssecncsrnvnnns 17
Provision of dustbinSssesssscscssssscosssncssns 58¢
foenaive tradcSesssssssasnsnsssnsnsnsssninnis 50
Nl SaN O S e s s nssasnnsnes b smassnsn snonbpansnans 152
Re-inspections to secure abatement of muisances 151
Enquiries in cases of infectious diseaseSe.s.s. 213

Food and Drups Act, 1955.

Slaughterhﬂuses.-.---g--;-----m----------a---- 1165
Bak—ebﬂuEE$plt--til.c.t.pi----r-i-rlinoilliiril l':'

Fish Ehﬂps----.-----itl-aiomii-------------onu 9
Iece cream Prmise&-------ti FE R R TR R B oEE EE EE EE R 92
"Dairies......-................-.-.--.----;--.- 16
Dutchers ShDPElrIilil!!!l!ili!illill!iiiIi"ii 15
Food Bhﬂpﬁ.--4----4-----.---qu+------p-l-tiqr 102
Restourant kitohelnSssnssssrassssamessnsnnssiis 20
Canteens (including school cantecns)eesscsssss 21
Licensed premises-.........--4-.--+.--+-.--.-p 28
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NG.
Noe
Noe
No.
Noa

Housinge.

of houses inspected under the Public Health .ct, 1936 wan
of re-inspections---w-.------------.-;»------.+------;---
of houses inspected under the Housing Acts, 1936=1954sses
E:,f re-inﬂpectig:rls‘.l#.-'f'-"'""F-'I-' CBE NI TR R BB RO BB R B R R N ]
of wvisits to houses in connection with improvement grants

Miscellaneous.

Factory inspectionSses-ssssasssacssscssssnsnsssassasssnnnsasns
Factories ﬁCﬁ, 195? = section 5#‘1'!I!Iii#iilllilliitiliiilll
Public P ONTEN L ENCESsswsnsosvnsnsvrnonsrissnesnnensasnanssnsnes
National Assistance Act, 1948, -~ section HBleessecesssscacesns
L bl B o ey e o

63s -

202
251
193
129
178

98

17
58






