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One case of diphtheria again occurred in 1951, and it will
be recalled thot one case alsc cccurred in 1950 which made a break
in a five year record of freedom from this discase, This is an
appropriate reminder thot diphtheria infection is still a risk to be
rcokoned with, and it is very necessary that cvery child should be
given protective imminisation against this serious disecase,

The Ministry of Health considers it essential that not less
than 75 per cent of babies should be immunised by the time they reach
one ycar old. In the kural District during 1951 approximately 37%
of babies of about one year old had received immmisation., This
roveals 2 most alarming complacency on the part of parcnts, and calls
for considerable improvement in the future if we are to avoid
diphtheria again becoming a prevalent disease,

One case of Poliomyelitis occurred in 1951, The patient was
a boy aged 13 ycars. The case was very mild and of the non-paralytiec
type.

Food Poisoning.

Twe cascs of food poiscning occurred during 1951, Both cases
occurred quite independently, ond although the usual investigations
were carricd out, no definite source of the infecting organism was
discovered,

National Health Service Act, 1946.

Services under Part III of the Notional Health Scrviece Act,
1946, are provided by the County Council as Local Health Authority.
No diffiecultics have been expcrienced, and, during 1951 these
Part IIT services have continued as in previous yecars.

In conclusion I again take this opportunity of roccording my
appreciation of the help and co-operation afforded mc by the staff
of the Public Hcalth Department, and to Dr, F.G, Brown, Arca
Medieal Officer (For:cst Health Arca), for some of the statistics
included in this Report, and finally alsco to the Chairman and Members
of the Public Health Committee for their help and support during 1951.

I have the honour to be, !
Mr, Chairman, Ladics & Gentlemen
Your obedient scrvant,

Ja L. EFLTTEE'I, s Ba ,Gh.B- ’]]-PiH-

Modical Officer of Healths
)





















Child Welfare Ce.tres (contd):

THEYDON BOIS: The Village Hall, 1st, 3rd and 5th
Loughton Lane Fridays in the
month at 2,30 p.m.
NETTESWELL: The Women's Institute Lth Thursday in
Hall, the month at
24 30 pulils
MaGDALEN LAVER: The Village Hall 2nd Touesday in
(Weighing Centre) the month at 2 p.m,.
NORTH WEALD, The GQuecns Rooms lat Tucaday in the
month at 2,30 p.m.
P RNDON ; The Parish Hall 4th Tucsday in the
month at 2,30 p.m.
ROYDC The Community Centre 2nd Thursday in the
month at 2,30 p.m.
NAZETING: The Cadet Hut, lst and 3rd Tuesdays
St. Leonards Road. in the month at 2 pm.

Diphtheria Immunisation is awvailable at the above Child
Welfare Centres.

Home Visiting is carried out by the County Council's
Health Visitors in the area.

School Health Service.

The Education Authority is the Esscx County Council,
Bobaol Nursea inspect the children regularly and there is a medical
inspection at cach school at lcast once a yecar,

Tuberculosis.

#& Chest Clinic is held at St. lMargarct's Hospital, Bpping,
every Tucsday from 9 a.m, to 1 p.m. and every Wedncsday and Thursday
afternoons from 2 to 4 p.m. 41l cases now scen by appointment
only.

During the year the Carc ussociation covering Chigwell,
Epping, Waltham Abbey and Ongar districts continued to do uscful
work. The Associntion assists cases waiting admission to
sanatorium in various ways, and arranges for the admission of child
contacts to a convalenscent home, It concerns itself also with
the after care of patients by assistance in obtaining matcrials for
oceupational therspy and whemever possible suitable employment for
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HOUSING

{1) PrDEE:EEBl

The erection of houses by the Council during the year
has proceeded steadlly, one hundred and forty=-two houses being
erected which exceecdad that ercoted during thec previous year by
twenty=nlne housss. There were twonty-four houscs crccted by
private ontorprise, being three less than in the course of the
previous year,

During the year thors wore alsco f'ive hundred and
thirty=ens houscs erested by tho Harlew Devolopmont Corperation,
The latter housses, however, are not avallable to local applicants.

A% the end of the year wndor roview therc woro five
hundred and eloven applicants for housing acoommedation rogisterced
in the Oeuneil's Housing Eetabes Department, this bolng three
hundred and slxty-eight leas than those reoglsteroed at the
eerregponding peried of the provious yoear, This considorable
roduetien le due, partly, to the housing of some of theao
applieante registersd in 1950, but ls largely due to tho poliey
of the Ceuneil in reviewing the applieants reglstored, The
Oodiigll resolved during the year that the following pPinciples
of application should apply.

(1) applicants must have resided in the district for
a eontinuous period of twelve months prior to registration; or,
(2) if now living out of the district, must have boen resident
in the district for a total period of not less than ten ycars
prior to leaving and (3) persons will not be entitled to apply
for housing accommodation simply by rcason of the faet that he
or she works in the district,

As pointed out in my report to you covering the year
1950 the werst housing conditions in the Distriet continue to
be due to the occupation of premises structurally defective and
in a state of disrepair with a lack of facilities which in many
cases, as revealed at the time of the Survey of Rural Houses
throughout the district, rendecrs them unfit for human
hi.lh itat iﬂ'ﬂn

The housing accommodation reguired by the lower
income groups, owing to deterioration of the cottagus in which
they live and in somc cases thc occupants inability to pay
council house rents, is much nicher than hitherto and thcsc facts
are reflected in the rcport of the Central Housing Advisory
Committee,



There is a guide in determining as to whethor premises are
fit or unfit for habitation laid down in the Housing (Financial
Provisions) .ct, 1930 and the Rural Housing lanual issued by the
Ministry of Health in 1938, this rcads:- that fit for habitation
implies gencrally thot a dwelling shall be free from seriouns
dampness, satisfactorily lighted and ventilated, properly drained
and provided with adequate sanitary convenicnces and that a sink
and suitable arrangements for disposal of slop water, and be in
good general repair and should also have a satisfactory water .
supply, adequate washing accommodation, facilitics for preparing
anl coocking food and a well ventilated store for food.

It is therefore necessary to kegp this standard in mind
when dealing with property ani in cases where such stanlards cannot
be complield with at a reasonable expense consideration should be
given by the Counecil for demclition.

I woulld again remind the Council of the housing surwvey
of the district which took place in 1946 - 1948 when it wos found
that there werc two hundred and eight houses unfit for habitation
and little has becn done to ilmprove or demolish these properties,
Since thc survey, however, thesc houses have becn kopt weathexrproof
by service- of notices as required,

There is no gross overcrowding recorled, contrary to. the
provisions of the low standards of the Housing Act, 1936, existing
in this District,

The control of rents under the provisions of the Rent
Restrictions .ct continues and has an important bearing on the
work of the Department in ecarrying out its duties, both under the
Housing scts and the Public Health act to bring about a bvotter
standard of envirommental hygiene, The low rencs reccived makes
it uneconomical for the owners to earry out repairs, especlally
having in mind the hipgh cost of both building material anl labour
chargaes,

(2) Housing Ipspections,

House-to-house inspcetion of dwelling houses continues;
the number inspected is entirely dependent on the time available for
this work,

During the year under review one thousan’ scven hundred
and twenty housing inspections have been made anl work of ropair
anl alaptation earried out where necessary. BEvery enleavour is
made to deal amicably with owners in getting work Jonc but in
fifty-six cases statutory nctices were served, ip no case howcver was
it necessary to proceed by way of summons before @ Court of Suumary
Jurisdiiction,
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(3) Hutments.

The occupation of hutments which were wacatcd by the
Services at the end of the war continues. The number in
occupation at the end of the ycar being:=  Thornwood seventy-
gix, Moor Hall four, and Nazeingz one, being a reduction of six
hutments sinece the end of 1950,

(4) Demolition.

Proeeedings were taken under section 1l of the Housing
Act, 1936 in respect of six cottapes during the year., 1In ome
case, the Couneil made a demolition order anl in five cascs
acecepted un_.ertakings from the ocwners that the premiscs either
woull be put in a state of repair or woull not be ocoupicl
until such time that the necessary repairs had been carried out.

where indiviluwal demolition oxders are male, although
the Council is not legally responsible for the rchousing of the
tenants, they have accepted the moral obli:ation to rchouse the
families, In two cases, howcver, the fomilies still remain in
premises in respect of which a demolition order has been
cutstanling for some time anl I fecl that every enleavour for
the highest priority should be given to these fomilies by the
Council in order that they are satisfactorily rchoused anl
demolition of the propcrties is proceedel with,

(5) Housing Act, 1949.

During the year four applieations were male for grants
under the provisions of this act, two of which were approved in
principle anl tws were refused, both of those agproved in
principle were later withdrawn by the applicants,.

The purpose of the Act is to prowmote the lmprovement
of housing accommodation by authorisin: contributions towards
the cost, Grants moy be made by local authorities subject to
the approval by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government of
up to 50 per ecent of the cost. The rules applicable to the
making of improvement grants axre as follows:-

(a) an applieation is made to the local authority
and approved by them before the improvement works are startel;

(b) the local authority arc setisficd that the
dwellings provided or improveld by means of the improvement works
will provide satisfactory housing aceommodation for a period of
not less than 30 years after the complction of the works;

(e¢) all such dwellinss shall conform with the
requirements of the Loeal Authority;
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(@) the applicant owns the frechold of the land, or
owns the lecasehold with not less than 30 ycars uncxpired at the
date of the application (except where the application is made in
regpect of the residence house of a void eoclesiastical henefice
by the scquestrator of the profits, or by the trustees in respocet
of a building held upon trust for use as an almshouse or as the
resilence of a minister of religion); and

(e) the estimated expenses =f executing the improvement
works, or, where more than one dwelling is being proviled or
improved, the proportlon of those eixpenses attributable to each
recsulting dwelling is neither less than £100 nor (unless the local
authority consiler that the circumstances of a particular case
Justify it, e.g., where the buillings of architcctural or historic
interest are invslved, and the Minister pives his consent) more
than £600,

No improvement grants can bc made for assistance to be
glven for work of ordinery repair except in so far as it is
incidcntal to improvement works, nor con any assistance be given
for the provision of dwellings by means of the conversion as
distinet from the improvement of dwellings in respect of which
assistance has previcusly been given undcr the Act or under the
Housins (dural workers) Acts, 1926 - 1942,

(6) Coravan Dwellings,

There is a tendency to occupy caravans for permancnt
housing purposes in the District. Theasc are brought in, usually
from outsile the Uistriect, anl in conscquence action has to be
taken under the provisions both of the Public Health anl fown and
Country Plannin: Acts, It is, however, difficult to bring about
a satisf'actory conclusion having in mind thot the occupicrs have
no other accommodation in which to liwve,

FOOD

Closc supervision continues to be maintainel where
premiscs are used for the sale, preparation or storage of foods

The Council has adoptel byclaws for sccurin: the
observanee of sanitary anl cleanly practices and conditions in
connection with the handling, wrapping and 2elivery of food and
the sale of food in the open air,

There were seven hundred and sixty inspections made of
food premises, as follows:=
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Pubil e HouB e dvsivae e wwe s & 95
Restouranct & Cafes .eesswesses 59
CAbOONE! 4w osis aibon sle o als sinis saaali - &k
Si‘lﬂpa EE A B R RS B BN RN 1I-é-.l',‘
Ice=Cream premises savssassesae 2
warehouses & DepOtS sesscesseer L4
DB fuisa . aihintate & aihlbiainih siuie s'5e o uie 29
BEICERI syl o i e pin il e biatach w1 D

P o

760

———————

In forty-ecipht cases it was necessary to scrve notice in
respeet of defects,

Much activity was expericnced in the provision of
washing=-up appliances in publie houses, restsurants anl canteens and
in the provision of hot and cold water behind bars and suitable
aceommodation in restaurants and cantecns.

The Catering Trade Working Party set up by the
Government reportced on hygicne in catcring establishments during
the year and it is expecteld that further legislation will be made
to ecover the many points reported wupon by the Cocmittee.

(ii) Slaughterhsuses.,

None of the slaughterhouses in the district is used
other than for slaughtering pigs for private use. iony of these
carcasses were inspecteld on request,

(iii) Unsounl Food,

The amount of food fsund to be unsouni and unfit for
human consumption during the year is set out in #ppendix "A" of
this report. In every case wherc condemncd foods can be used for
animal fecding it is done,

It was necessary during the period under review t2
take up with the Ministry of Food the question of the very large
quantity of tinned ham found to be unsound in the listrict. The
Ministry repliel that they are taking up the matter with the
exporting countries concerned.

It wes also polnted out that some of the Jdeterioration
might be due to bad storage in this country or to the length of time
the tins had been in store. It is observed, however, during
inspection by officers of the Department that the tianing of cans
in many cases is poor and conscquently detcrioration of the cans
takes place which brings about decomposition of the contents,
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(iv) The Storaze, Transport and Hondling of loat.

The Council again tock up with the Ministry of Faod the
question of storage, transport and handling of meat. During the
yecar a large amount of meat was found to be unfit for human
eonsumption;  this condition being due to bone taint, and is
brought about either by it having been insufificiently cooled before
transport or it hawving been transported in unsatisfactory conditions,

The Council rcquested the Ministry to zive consideration
to this matter with the vicew to improvements being brought about,
egpcelially with regard to the method of cooling the earcasses and
of transporting them in vans provided with hanging rails,

The Ministry, however, rcplied that it was satisfiecd
with the conditions both appertaining to the slaughtering and the
hanzing of meat at the slaughterhouses, which it was considered to
be well abnve the cverege for slaughterhouses, and that the meat is
handled by experienced slaughtermen who are very conscientious in
their duties and turn out all meat and offals in a clean condition.
Bone taint, however, continues, with the consequent condemnation of
comparatively large guantities of English beef and the position is
most unsatisfactory.

(v) Supply of Wrapping paper.

The &.ping and District Grocers Asscciation state that
they are experiencing a difficulty in obtaining grease-proof paper
and wrapping paper and in consequence it was wvery difficult for the
trade to comply with the Council's byelaws. The Council sugzested
that this should be raised by the Committec with their own Hational
Federation of Grocers,

MIIK,

—_———

(1) Milk Supply,

The milk supply in the District is considered to be of a
very satisfactory nature, the whole of which at the enl of the ycar
under veview is Tuberculin Tested, Pasteurised or Sterilised milk,

The milk supplicd by the various retailers in the
District is as follows:-

Tuberculin Tested mMilK sesesee 10
Pasteurised milk (eesdisscinss 9
Eterlisﬁdmilk [N RN A W N N 9
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Total Main Bstim- liain Estima- Wells & Bati-

Parish. No.of Bupply ated Suply  ted Springs, mated
Houses. to  Popula- Stan’- Populn- Punp, Popu-
Houwse tion., pipe. tion, .cte, lation,
Epping Upland ,.. 197 U6 511 28 98 23 60
Parndon sesssseas 208 17k 609 34 115 1 3
Harlow seesssnsss EJJ;I-S' 2{]95 ?332 'Ll-j 150 1l 38
Magdalen Laver .. 82 75 262 - - T 2l
}vlﬂtﬁhlng XX IEEE 18? 1?9 626 5 1? =) 10
Haz&ing Fmedsad R ?E‘I-I- ?22 252? l|.8 168 :U-I- -{r-g'
Netteswell seesss 264 256 896 2 7 6 21
North #eald seess 742 T2 2523 2l 73 = -
ngdon srs s B aannn TEE 629 2201 ?5 262 21 ?3
Bheering sessesse J30 274 959 - ) 199 7 2k
Theydon Boisg e..s 899 897 A3 2 i v -
Theylon Garnon .. 51 49 171 2 Tt . o
6626 6217 21756 516  L133 93 322

+
Estimated population is basced on approximately 3% persons
' per occupied dwelling.

(1ii) Public Health Act, 1936 and
Water dct, 1945,

During the year the Council authorised procecdings under
the provisions of the Public Health Act, 1936, and the Water ict,
1945, relating to the carrying of water in pipes into houses and
this poliey has becn actively pursued.

There is difficulty, however, regariing the maximam
amount, namely, £20 per property, for which the owner 1s responsible.
This may have becn a reasonable fi_urc at the time the Public Health
act was passcd, but owing to the large increase of tnc cost of
matcrials and labour it is fclt that it is now insufficicnt. It may,
thercfore, not be possible to get the desireld e-nuections earried out
to certain properties where the distance from the main supply of
water is found to be so far as t2 prohibit the work from being
procecded with, owing to the faet that the lezal chrrges woulld be
exceecded,

In thirty-three instances precliminery notices were
scrved upon owners of property to provide a piped supply of water
inside houses in order to conform with the aforec-mentionel hcta,

In nine cases during the yecar matters relating to the
diseolouration of water and insufficicuney of supply werc taken up
with the dater Company,
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The work earricd out Jduring the year is as follows:-

Number of propertics inspected ..eesees 470
Number of inspections made seessessesas 1975
Number of propertics found to he
infested (a) rats ssss BN E B EB?
Ehg mice only eeesw Ll
Numnber of infested propertics treated
by the Gomnell .. . i nsiart 105
Number of infested properties referred
to the Agricultural Executive Committee 132

FAOTORIES.

(i) General,

In addition to the public health work relating to
foctories matters in connection with the issuing of the certificates
under section 34 of the Factories dct, 1937 are also dealt with by
the Department, This scetion deals with means of escape in cose
of fire in every factory and much work has been carricd out in this
connection, espceeially in the industrial areas of the Horlow New Town,

Considoration has also been given to matters arising under
the provision of the Factorics and Ietroleum Acts regarding the
storapge and use of certain - etroleum mixtures used in incdustry having
a flash-point rendering them subject to cexisting lejislation.

(ii) Administration of the Factories icts, 1937 & 1948,

l. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health,

' No. on No, of |No, of | No, of

Fremises, Repister.| inaspee- | Written Occuplcrs
tions. Notices.,| Prosccuted,
1. s b De-m 6

(1) Factories in which
Sectlons 1, 2, 3,
4 and 6 are to be
enforced by Local
Authoritics ceseed | 46 21 - w

(ii)Factories not
included in (i) in
which Section 7 ig
enforced by the
Iceal authority .. 51

(11i) Other Premises in
which Seetion 7 is

enfireed by the al
Authority (Exclud - - - -
outworkers' premisies)

Total] 97 | 66 1 -
















