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To the Chairman and Members of the
Ely Rural District Council

Ladiea and Gentlemen,

When I set pen to paper to write my report for 1970 comparatively little
was known of the detailed form of reorganised local goyernment which is teo
come inmto being on lst April 1974,

Although the legislation is now passing through Parliament and although
the report of the local boundary commission indicates that the three
Distriets that I serve will be amalgamated and together with the Urban
District of Newmarket and the parishes of Moulton and Kentford will form a
new County District, there is still little definite detailed information as
to the functions and responsibilities of the new Councils. Time is getting
short.

The White Paper on the Reorganisation of the National Health Service has
yet to he published.

Times of change are full of opportunity but perhaps too much change in
too short a time prevents full advantage being taken.

Vital Statistice

The general pattern of atatistics for the District is very similar to
previous years. Both the birth rate and death rate are slightly less than in
1970 but the difference is not significant.

There were considerably fewer deaths from malignant disease but
ischaemic heart disease continues to take a high tell.

Infections Diseases

I was notified of 119 cases of measles compared with 7 cases in 1970,
20 in 1969 and 98 in 1968, The majority of cases seem to fall in a slightly
older age group than in earlier years and this could be a modest refleetion
of the immunity conferred on the younger children by the measles vaccine and
I hope will encourage parents to take advantage of the protection that is now
offered to their children. Measles is a miserable disease and can, of course,
have serious complications,

The Environment

The Chief Public Health Inspector has presented his usual excellent
report and it only remains for me to comment briefly on those matters that
Circular 1/72 requires,

Work on the incentive bonus scheme for refuse collection and disposal
with the introduction of a bin liner service was completed during the year
and the scheme was brought into operation early in 1972,

Apart from a few isolated dwellings the whole Distriect with a single
exception enjoys a modern sewage dispozsal service, The scheme for Wentworth
is now well advanced and there is reasonable hope that it will get under way
in the course of 1972,

The Ely, Mildenhall and Newmarket Water Board continues to provide the
District with an adequate and wholesome water supply from the Beck How
source, This may in the future need to be supplemented from the Isleham
source. Since the meighbouring water boards mow have programmes for instal-
ling fluoridation egquipment, it is to be hoped that the Board serving this
Distriet will follow suit, so that the people of this District and the
children in partieular will not much longer be denied the benefits of thia
important nutrient, which is deficient in our present water supply.
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GENERAL FROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

Medical (Officer of Health

Under arrangements made by the Cambridgeshire and Iszle of Ely County
Council under seetion 111 of the Local Government Act, 1933, the Medical
Officer of Health to the Ely Urban Distriet Couneil, Ely Bural Distriet
Council and Newmarket Hural District Council is combined with the appoint-
ment of Senior Medical Officer to the County Couneil by securing for the
appointment of a full time Medical Officer from lst September, 1968.

Public Health Inspectors

During the year Mr. Gwynn continued as Chief Publie¢ Health Inspector
assisted by Mr. Shaw.

Laboratory Facilities

Chemical and bacteriological examinations of water are made by the
Public Analyst at Cambridge. The Publiec Health Laboratory, Cambridge, under-
take bactericlogical and biological examinmations of milk and bacteriological
examinations of water samples, and all necessary examinations in cases of
infections diseases,

Hospitals

The District is served by hospitals of the Hast Anglian Hegional
Hospital Board,

Cases of infectious disease requiring hospital treatment are sent to
Cambridge City Isolation Hospital.

The R.A.F. Hospital, Ely, renders invaluable service to this Community.

Ambulanece Service

The District is served by three ambulances stationed at Ely, operated
by Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely County Council,

Mursing Services

These services are provided by the County Couneil - details in Appendix
A.

The Public Health (Infectious Disease) Hegulations 1953 and 1968

No action was required with regard to the "Carriers" of food poisoning
infections,

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 1948, SECTION 31 (as amended)

Meals on Wheels

A meals on wheels serviee is provided in Littleport. Our thanks are due
to all those persons who have given of their time to make this pozsible,

Sections 47 and 50

Mo aetion was required under either of these Sectionsz,
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COMMENT

Many journals and magazines published immediately after the lst January
each year carry editorial predictions about the year ahead and what it might
hold for the interests covered by that particular publication., This report,
of course, tends to do just the opposite. We look back over a year which may
have been one of activity or lethargy, satisfaction or frustration, achieve-
ment or disappointment, When matters such as local government reorganisation
are topical there is sometimes room for speculation, but mainly it is a
presentation of facts and figures which record history.

When called upon to show our achievements it is only natural to put the
best goods en display, and I hope that the contents of this report do just
that. However, in carrying out the research which produces those goods, some
of the flaws and weaknesges are also revealed, and this leaves us with a
feeling that we have left undone many of the things we ought to have done.
Lack of time, lack of staff and other resources are the usual causes of too
many things being swept under the carpet and left for the tomorrow which
NEVEr comes.

With the best will in the world we cannot hope to give priority to every
subject that falls to be dealt with by the Public Health Department. Most of
the work is predetermined anyway but there are occasions when the routine
pattern iz thrown inte turmoil. Fortunately, these times are limited, and I
am pleased to show in this eurrent report that no major disruption occurred,
and more time was therefore devoted to the 'bread and butter' items such as
basie Public Health Act inspections, housing matters, food hygiene control
and visits to placea of employment,

Throughout the year, further consideration was given to the proposed
ineentive bonus and produetivity deals for the cleansing services staff, and
for the foreman and rodent operator. Consultations involved management, men
and the work study officers, together with contact with similar Councils in
order to make comparisons with schemes already in operation. Meetings of one
form or another were held at frequent intervals and, omn more than one
occasion, the midnight oil was burned on the processes leading up to the
final report. It was not until the middle of December that clearance was
obtained from all participating bodies, and approval was then given for a
f-month trial period to be commenced as soon as possible. The major changes
involved will, noe doubt, bring their own particular problems in due course,
not least of which is the tighter control called for in the administrative
agspects of the scheme. 1 have always found that paper work necessarily
follows our practical work. I only hope that the reverse will not apply in
this instance with our practical work being forced into second place.

In conelusion, I think I can safely say that the =taff of the department
have again made an earnest effort to make this little corner of the globe a
healthier, if not better, place in which to live, We recognise that we have |
not been able to please all the people all of the time but we suspect that
the majority of ratepayvers and others who have had to call on our services |
have received a good measure of satisfaction. My thanks are again due to Dr.
Macartmey and my colleagues in the other departments for co-operation at all
times, and to my own particular 'team' for their active support in all the
duties they are called upon to perform.

N

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
D.J. GWYNN,
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1. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

Refuse Collection
Refuse Disposal
Sewage Disposal
Cesspool Emptying
Watercourses

HREFUSE COLLECTION AND DISFOSAL

There were no practical advances either in collection or disposal arrange-
ments, and no major difficulties were encountered in meeting the Council's
commitment to clear refuse from domestie and other premizes during the
year.

The Stretham refuse tip was maintained in a satisfactory condition. This
tip has now been in use for five years, It is intended to complete the
infill of this area within a fifteen year period from 1966, and the
present indication is that it will provide sufficient tipping capacity
until 1981, when the lease is due to expire,

The comprehensive study of this serviece by work study officers of the
County Couneil was continued throughout the year. After several revisions
a scheme of incentive bonus operations, invoelving refuse collectors,
dykemen and the cesspool tanker driver, was devized and was due to become
operational early in 1972. This scheme is aimed at a reduction in staff
by normal retirement, a decrease in the fleet of colleetion vehicles, and
the introduction of a bin liner service,

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Reports for earlier years have indicated the diligent manner in which the
Council has carried out a programme of providing main sewerage facilities
in all parishes,.

The only outstanding scheme is the ome for Wentworth. As this has been
linked with a major scheme for the enlargement of the Sutton/Witcham
works, delays have been experienced due, mainly, to economiec factors.
During the ecurrent year the Council's Consulting Engineers were instructed
to proceed with the preparation of the combined scheme,

The problems experienced in the relaying of a sewer in 5ilt Road,
Littleport, came to an end with the completion of the second stage in
October.

Samples of sewage effluent taken regularly by the Hiver Board officers
during the vear indicated satiszfactory effluent treatment at all works on
20 wisits, Additionally, 6 samples were only just below standard, while
1 sample produced a very unsatisfactory result. This was due to a sample
being taken during a desludging operation at Coveney and, on settling
down, the next sample was of a good standard.

CESSPOOL EMPTYING

The S.D./Bedford 1100 gal. tanker again proved adequate for carrying out
cesspool emptying and similar duties. It was found necessary to slightly
increase the hiring rate to business premises from £1.75 te £2 per hour,
and for intermediate emptyings at domestic premises a charge of £1.15 per
load was levied, an increase of 15p over previous years charges,

The free serviee, on an annual basis, continued to be available to
domestic premises not served by a main sewer,
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2, HOUSING

General Building Programme
Improvement of Private Dwellings
Slum Clearance

GENERAL BUILDING PROGRAMME
(i) Council Housing Frogramme
Permanent Houses
No. of dwellings completed during 1971 ........c.criieciuunnencrnns -
Ho. of dwellings under construction at 31.12.F1 .......cc0vvvnia. =
No. of dwellings provided under the Housing Acts
O TRE I e e i 1T e e R S S W 1787
No. of pre-war dwellings improved by the provision
of standard amenitiea during 1971 evvecassceinsesnniairsaansas -
No. of pre-war dwellings under improvement at
L L T e i i i s et e L g e T e
No. of pre-war dwellings improved since
introduction of the scheme in 1958 ..........cccininnninnnnn, 658
Temporary Houses
There is no temporary housing accommodation provided by the Council.
(ii) Private Enterprise Housing
Permanent Houses
No. of dwellings completed during 1971 ....... 000 cwunns s S 156
Mo. of dwellings under construction at 31.12.71 ....coeiiinnrunns 218
No, of dwellingz completed since April 1945 ............... e Bl
(iii) Subsidised Agricultural Housing
Ho. of dwellings completed daring 1971 ... vescnmsncssmannnnuines 4
No. of dwellings completed since April 1945 ............ R
Ko, of dwellings completed since commencement of
o N L % B e g il o o gy A e RIS T
(* This figure is included in the 1285 shown at (ii) above).
The Council house building programme was at a standstill throughout the
year, although several schemes were in course of preparation., Resumption
of building bungalows specifically designed for our senier citizens was
to be expected shortly. The planning stages of a further group scheme,
with warden controel,; at Witchford were alsc advanced at the end of the
year,
In the private sector, the brakes were well and truly off, with twice the
number of completions compared with the previous year. A much higher
figure can also he recorded for the number of dwellings under construction
at jlst December, 1971,
IMPROVEMENT OF FRIVATE DWELLINGS

The impetus given to improvement schemes by the increase in grant maxima,
provided for by the Housing Act 1069, tended to decellerate this year.
No doubt the genmeral financial depression was partly responsible.

The Council, through the Housing Committee, gave the fullest support to
all improvement sachemes and every encouragement to owners to take
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advantage of this golden opportunity to prolong the life of what has
become a most valuable asset, i.e., domestie property.

1970 produced the highest number of completed schemes invelving major
improvement for several years (27). The year now under review saw a
reduetion te 19, still a commendable figure and above average when looked
at over a period of time,

Standard Grant schemes assisted during the year amounted to 33, again
reflecting a good average.

The following table shows details of grants:-

Discretionary Grants

No. of dwellings improved or provided durlng LT W S s, A0, e e e e A
Total of grants paid during 1971 ... .. ... .00 o i 0 vsannsen KlE,B28
No, of dwellings improved zince 1940 ......... PR R e e s e 319
Total of grants paid simee LR\ 0,000 S B0 UL . ... £97,975
Average grant per dwelling during 1971 ......... R L LR R R e R R

Standard Grants

No. of dwellinga improved during TOFL <0G, . ol e A L
Total of grants paid duerdog 1971 ......cuccmunesneneronsnouseios L L
No. of dwellings improved sinmce 1959 ......... cccccuincnn R S T
Total of granta paid simee 1959 ..........ccc0cvn- e mm e ma R
Average grant per dwelling during L9F1 .. .. cwaswwasminens aniswmmuiioe .o 217

SLUM CLEARANCE

In March 1971, the Housing Committee received a report covering a review
of housing standards in all Parishes of the distriet., This indicated
that a watching brief would be maintained on 261 sub-standard properties
which, at first sight, appears a high figure., Looked at in depth,
however, it would be seen that only 26 dwellings were unfit to the point
where formal action would be considered to obtain elosure or demolition.
0f the remainder, 10 were already the subjeet of official orders and
atill occupied; 52 were also subject to orders but were vacant and
presenting no urgent problems; 97 could be expected to have a prolonged
life by means of improvement schemes; and the other 76 were vacant and
expected to remain so in view of advanced dilapidation or through being
in use for purposes other than habitation.

During the year & demolitions were noted. One property became the
gsubject of a Closing Order, and action was being taken in respect of a
further three dwellings,.

T
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3. FO0OOD CONTROL

Liat of Food Premises
Registered Premises
Food Hygiene

Ueat Inspection
Poultry Inspection
Condemnations

Legal Proceedings
Complaints

a) LIST OF FOOD PREMISES

b)

c)

d)

The established food business in the district are categorised as follows:

GROCERS/GENERAL PROVISIONS 39
LICENCED PREMISES o9
BUTCHERS 13
BAKERS AND CONFECTIONERS
SWEET AND ICE CREAM SHOPS
SCHOOL CANTEENS/KITCHENS
CAFES

GREENGROCERS

FACTORY CANTEENS
FRIED/WET FISH MERCHANTS
POULTRY SLAUGHTERHOUSES
CONVALESCENT HOME CANTEEN
CHEESE FACTORY

HONEY BLENDER
SLAUGHTERHOUSE

._.
(= = =

| = b e B B0 W A

TOTAL

i
L=}
=

REGISTERED PREMISES

There are 75 premises registered for storage and sale of ice cream. &3
are actively trading.

10 premises are registered for the manufacture of sausages ete,

FOOD HYGIENE

With the introduction of the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 1970 -
in force from lst March, 1971 - an even greater effort was made to
increase the number of visits to premises where food is stored, prepared
and handled. In fact, the attention given to all classes of food
premises inereased by over 50%, This extra vigilance is necessary if we
are to secure a higher standard of food handling, and constant attention
to cleanliness of premises and personnel alike will continue to take the
highest possible priority.

MEAT INSPECTION

Slaughtering takes place at one licenced slaughterhouse in the district.
The through-put is very small and, therefore, 100% inspection of all
carcases and offal has provided no problem., Standard charges are levied
for the inspection services,

The following table presents the details for the year



e)

f)

g)

16

Cattle Sheep

excl. Cows | Calves and Pigs | Horses

Cows Lamba
MNumber killed 69 Nil Nil Nil Nil Wil
Number inspected 69 Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
Diseases other than
Tuberculosis and
Cysticerci
Whole carcases
condemned - - - = = L
Carcases of which some
part or Organ was
condemned : 3 - = - - -
Percentage of numbers
inspected affected
with disease 5.5 - - - = -
Tuberculosiz only - - - - - =
Cysticercosis only - - - - - -

POULTRY INSPECTION

No routine pattern of inspection has been achieved at the two slaughter-
ing establishments in the district. It is estimated that approximately
2,200 head of poultry are slaughtered weekly. HReliance is placed on the
vigilance of the staff to ensure that ne suspect carcases enter the chain
of distribution.

CONDEMNATIONS

50 lbs, of carcase meat and offal were condemned at the slaughterhouse,

90 lbs, of frozen food were surrendered following breakdown of a deep=
freeze unit, g

LEGAL FROCEEDINGS

Proceedings were taken against a local baker when it had been found that
a loaf of bread, delivered to a housewife in this district, contained a
rodent dropping. Warnings had previously been issued to the effect that
the bakery was not adequately proofed against rodent and insect infesta-
tion and, in spite of a defence plea that the dropping had been contained
in a sack of pre-packed flour, the Ely Magistrates found for the Couneil
and imposed a fine of £15 with costs of £10,.65.

COMPLAINTS

An unusually high number of complaints regarding contaminated and

unsound food were dealt with during the year. Apart from the case
referred to in the previous item, it was not found expedient to take
formal action., While there is no excuse for food to be sold which is

not of the nature, substance or guality demanded, there are times when

a caution is suffiecient, and also times when there is lack of evidence or
persons to prosecute., Such was the case of the fruit pies, bought from
the stall of an itinerant market trader, and found to be stuck to their
tin foil cases by a few days growth of mould. No name on the wrapper;
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k, PLACES 0OF EMPLOYMENT

Offices and Shops
Factories

OFFICES AND SHOPS

No particular problems arose during the year regarding practical admini-
stration of the Act,

The annual report submitted to the D,0.E., recorded 8] registered
premises in the distriet, of which 6 were newly registered during 1971.

Every registered shop and office received at least one wvisit during the
year, The total number of inspeections rose to 133,

There are 227 employees in premises covered by the Act, of which 90 are
males and 137 females,

FACTORIES

We were able to build on the good work of the previous year and increased
the total number of inspections to 6B, This extra effort, on similar
lines to those indicated for Food Hygiene and 0.5.R., work, is rewarded

by the drop in the number of occasions on which notices have to be

served drawing attention to comtraventionms. This appears to be proof
enough that frequent 'on-site' inspection keeps management on its toes
and results in better standards all round.

The following table gives the preseribed particulars required by Section
153(1) of the 1961 Act.

1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health
(including inspections made by the Publie Health Inapantnra}.

Hiskse Number of
Premises on e
Register Inspections Notices PrniEcntld
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(i) Factories in which
Sections 1,2,3,54
and 6 are to be
enforced by local
authorities 7 2 Nil Nil
(ii) Factories not
included in (i) in
which Section 7 is
enforced by local
authorities 53 66 3 Nil
Totals B0 68 3 Nil

Factories in this area do not invelve large and complex installations.
Most of the enforcement is in the hands of H.M., Factory Inspectorate,

I R N e T N N T

e N T L ] . T T N
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5. OTHEH DISTRICT SERVICES

Caravan Sites
Petroleam Regulations
Rodent and Pest Control
Water Supplies
Miscellaneous Matters

CARAVAN SITES

Within the terms of the Caravan Sites and Contrel of Development Act
1960, there were 27 licences in force for sites in the district during

1971,

17 sites were occupied by single residential vans; B sites were used by

3 or more vans; and 2 sites were in use for limited periods, catering for
tourists and fishermen.

It was estimated that 157 caravans were providing permanent homes, the
majority being sited at Littleport and Witchford,

PETROLEUM REGULATIONS

Re-licencing of existing storage installationz and the testing and
licencing of new installations continued on a routine basis. The
requirement that licencees should provide a satisfactory test certificate
for electrical circuits and fittings was confirmed, and would become
standard at the expiration of eurrent licences. All licencees were given
adequate notice as it was anticipated that a number of faults would hawve
to be corrected, producing an overload of work on competent electrical
contractors.

As a result of liaison with the Fire Authority, two incidents received
joint attention. The first involved a fire in a lorry loaded with
inflammable chemicals. The Fire Brigade gquickly used a blanket of foam
and the fire, while extensively damaging the lorry and its load, was
controlled without serious consequences, With no immediate danger of
explosion, attention was given to possible seepage to sewers and water-
courses, but this risk was minimal as the incident occurred several
hundred yards from the nearest drainage system,

The second ineéident arose from a complaint made by the occupant of a
bungalow adjoining a petrol filling station. He was concerned at a smell
of petrol in his private drains, and the fact that the fumes were filling
the living area in which a solid fuel boiler was alight. Precautions
were taken against the immediate danger and investigations followed into
the canse. As a result, 3 tanks at the petrol station were condemned,
and 28 new installation had to be made, The garage proprietor suffered a
lengthy period of limited trading with only a single grade of petrel, but
this was small enough price to pay compared with the consequences of any
explogive build-up of vapour if the legkage had gone unchecked for much
longer,

RODENT AND PEST CONTROL

Mr. J. Barker continued to carry out the day to day control work invelwved
in dealing with rats, mice and other pests, This contribution to the
department's services so often goes unnoticed but, as with most things,
the value is hidden from sight. If the service suddenly stopped, the
consequences could be frightening. As it is, the rodent population of &
potentially desirable area, is being kept within tolerable limits. We
could do even better if all rotting foodstuffs were disposed of properly,
and all areas affording harbourage were frequently cleared and treated.
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The number of complaints received during the year, and the details of
visits and treatments carried out, are as follows:

(i) Rats and Mice

Complaints received 189
Inspections Dwelling houses 255+
Business premises T1%
Treatments Iwelling houses 2o4%
Business premises 22%
Surveys and treatments Refuse tips 95
of Sewage plants B2
Watercourses 51

(ii) Other Pests

Complaints received 107
Inspections Dwelling houses 111#%
Business premises 13*
Treatments Dwelling houses 110+
Business premises 13#

Surveys and treatments
of Refuse tips 5

(* These figures included 'follow-up' visits).

Additionally 84 wasps nests were destroyed,

WATER SUPPLIES

Water is supplied to all parts of the district by the Ely, Mildenhall
and Newmarket Water Board.

The Ely R.D.C. was represented on the Board by Councillers C.B. Darby,
J.W. Hudson and C.H. Martim, M.A.

The Ely supply zone is served by the borehole at the Beck Row source,
Because it has been convenient to use this source to supply parts of
adjoining zones not provided for, the output of the Beck Row pumping
station has almost reached its authorised average output of 1.6 m.g.d.
However, it is planned to relieve this by increasing the output of the
Isleham source when required.

The level of the ground water at the Beck Row source has fallen a little
each year as more has been taken, but this is not thought to be serious
and it seems that equilibrium will be reached when the authorised rate of
abstraction is reached,

Although complaints were relatively few, purity and quality are of
paramount importance and there is room for some strengthening of control,
A full time chemist and laboratory would put a disproportionate load on
the resources of the Board, but it is hoped to aArrange to share the
services of a resident chemist with a nearby undertaking early in 1972,

The Board has given no consideration to the subject of fluoridation since
November 1960 when it was decided not to comply with the requests of the
health aunthorities to adjuat the levels of fluoride im the public water
supply. At that time wvery little progress had been made nationally or
locally and it was anticipated that rapid advances would be made in the
development of apparatus and the techniques of chemical dosing.
















