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Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health

To the Chairman and Members of the
Elstree Rural District Council

MR. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting my 18th Annual Report on the health
of the district for the year 1958,
VITAL STATISTICS
These are given overleaf. The only point to which I would draw
attention is the Death Rate. The total number of deaths during the
year was 309 including 215 occurring at Shenley Hospital. It will
be seen that, as in previous years, a separate “local” rate has been
computed for the purpose of comparison by excluding the hospital
patients, which gives us a figure slightly below those of the County
and Country as a whole.
InrECcTIOUS DISEASES
There have been no epidemics of serious significance and our
. Immunisation Clinics for Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and
- Poliomyelitis continue to be well attended.
- TusercuLOSIS
There were 18 new cases during the year, compared with 18, 13,
- 15, 15 and 16 respectively in the years 1957 to 1953 inclusive. These
!ﬁgures do not include cases repnrted from Shenley Hospital.
- SLum CLEARANCE
~ During the year, five unfit houses were demolished and six unfit
houses were closed as a result of action taken under the Housing Acts.
One unfit house capable of repair was purchased by the Council
and will be completely renovated and modernised before re-letting.

DEAF AID BATTERIES

- There are many persons residing in the area who benefit from
use of hearing aids supplied by the National Health Service.
order to obtain replacement batteries, which are required at
regular intervals, these persons had to travel to Barnet General
‘Hospital, a journey of four miles or more which was inconvenient
‘and costly. With the co-operation of the hospital and the National
ealth Service, arrangements have now been made for replacement
tteries to be issued from the Public Health Department.

ENERAL

It gives me great pleasure to express my thanks to the Council for
their support during the year and to the Public Health Inspectors
and officials generally for their willing help and co-operation.

I am,
Your obedient servant,
G. WinN EVERETT,
Medical Officer of Health.
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The Comparability Factor (furnished by the Registrar-General
to correct anomalies in age and sex distribution, compared with
the country as a whole) is given as (.90 for births and 0.84 for
deaths. The following table shows how the local birth and death
rates compare with those given for Hertfordshire and for the whole

country.

Elstree County of England &

R.D.C. Hertford Wales
Birth Rate e N (LT 16.6 16.4
Death Rate o i 0.4* 10.3 1%.7

* Actual rate ¥ Comparability Factor to give Standardised rate,

SECTION B

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA

1. PuBric Heart OFFICERS

One part-time Medical Officer of Health.

One Senior and two additional Public Health Inspectors.

All whole-time, all qualified Public Health Inspectors and Meat and
Food Inspectors.

The General Purposes and Finance Committee deal with all
matters relating to Public Health. They meet on the second Monday
in each month and receive the reports of the Medical Officer of
Health and the Public Health Inspector.

2. (a) LABORATORY FACILITIES

Samples of water, milk and ice-cream are examined at the
Public Health Laboratory, Peace Memorial Hospital, Watford.

(b) AMBULANCE FACILITIES

Cases of infectious disease are conveyed to the Coppetts Wood
Isolation Hospital, Muswell Hill. The ambulance for non-
infectious cases provided by the Herts County Council is stationed
at the Fire Station, Elstree Way, and is manned by the Herts
Ambulance Brigade staff. If this service is not available, ambulances

~are on call from a pool controlled by the West Herts Divisional
Control, St. Albans.

(c) NursiNG 1IN THE HOME

The Borehamwood area has six whole-time Health Visitors, three
District Nurses employed on general nursing, three midwives and
one nurse employed part-time on general nursing.
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