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@nnual Report of Be (Medical Officer of
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1908.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.
(ENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report for 1908. [t is
pleasing to again record substantial progress in Sanitary Work. The
death rate has fallen from 150 per 1000 for last year to 139 for this
year. This rate compares very favourably with that for the 706
great towns, the rate being (15°8), and the 142 lesser towns (14°7) of
which Eceles is one., The Infantile Mortality rate is the same as last
vear viz., 119. This rate, although not all that could be wished for, is
lower by two per 1000 registered births, than the rate for the
rest of the country. It shows a very distinct advance on the year
1906, when the rate was 139 per 1000, Much credit is due to the
voluntary assistance rendered by the Ladies’ Health Society.

The organisation of the Health Department has continued to
work well, and the manifold duties devolving on it have been
thoroughly and conscientiously carried out. I have again to record
my thanks to my colleagues, Mr. Laskey and Mr. Laws, for their
valuable assistance,

The most important work in which the Committee is engaged —
the eonversion of the filthy privy pit into cleanly water closets —is
still making good progress, Since 1895 no new privy has been built,
Last year 363 privies were converted into 651 closets. Your Com-
mittee contributes twenty-five shillings towards the conversion of
privies which have not been condemned by your Medical Officer.
Already in addition to thesaving of life and the improvement of health,
the contribution has proved a good investment in the decreased inci-
dence of the zymotic diseases which can be directly traced to food
infection by dust from the midden and by flies generated in it, viz, :—
Enteric Fever and Diarrheea. Ten years ago the notified cases of
Enteric Fever were 66, this year they were 13. The deaths from
Diarrheea in 1898 were 79, this year they were 12,
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The Dairies and Clowsheds have been thoroughly inspected during
the year., It is to be hoped that the Bill dealing with pure milk supply
promised by the President of the Local Government Board will during
next Session be placed on the Statute Book.

The administration of the Factories and Workshops Act has been
thoroughly carried out.

The Common Lodging Houses have been inspected at frequent
intervals, as also have been the Houses Let in Lodgings. Many cases
of overcrowding have been dealt with.

School Medical Inspection is dealt with in a special section.

The demolition of the remaining portion of the Insanitary Area
i8 being proceeded with, and plans for the remaining houses have been
passed.

I have again to tender my thanks to the Chairman, Mr. Alderman
Parr, J.P.. and the members of the Committee, for their hearty
support during the year. The paramount desire of the Committee has
been the improvement of the surroundings and health of the people.
It is gratifying to record that every sanitary recommendation
of the Committee has received the cordial support of the Couneil.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
W. M. HAMILTON,



HEALTH COMMITTEE.

Municipal year ended 1909,

Chairman—Alderman N. PARR, J.P.
Vice-Chairman—Councillor Dz. G. BSBIDLEY
Tae MAYOR (Alderman W. J. NUTTALL, J.P)
Alderman W. PEARSON.
Councillor R. EVANS
W. 8SCOTT FORBES
% T. H. GARDNER
s Jd. E. MoMYN
5 De. J. ORR

Municipal year ended 1908,

Chairman—Alderman N. PARR, IJ.P.
Vice-Chairman—Alderman 8. MELLOR, J.P.,, C.C.
Tee MAYOR (Alderman W. J. NUTTALL, J.P)

Alderman W. PEARSON
Councillor R. EVANS
y» W. SCOTT FORBES
T. H. GARDNER
o Dr. J. ORR
- » G. SIDLEY

Meetings of the Health Committee held monthly on the Second Monday
following the Council Meeting, in the Town Hall
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SECTION L

TRADE, Etc., of the DISTRICT.

The Borough of Eccles is situate four miles West of Manchester,
It extends from the Gilda Brook, the Boundary of the Royal Borough
of Salford, Westward for about two and three quarter miles. It is
bounded on the West by Chat Moss, and on the South by the Man-
chester Ship Canal.

The area of the Borough is 2,008 acres, and the population
according to the last Census, 34,369--now estimated at 40,000.

The substratum rock is mainly red sandstone, considerable
patches of the boulder clay remain in places. In the Peel Green or
West end of the Borough—in Barton Road by the Bridgewater Canal
and by the side of the Ship Canal are found beds of drift sand. At
Monton Green and Slack Lane coal is found six feet from the surface,
being overlaid by the boulder clay. =

Ship Canal.—No complaints as to the state of the Ship Canal
were received during the year.

Open Spaces.—The Recreation Grounds have been used to a
great and increasing extent by the public. The provision of music
weekly in each ground has been a great inducement to keep the
people in the open air.

Baths,—36,694 persons used the Baths during the year. Of these
10,396 availed themselves of the arrangements made by the Baths
Committee for free bathing.

Trade and Manufactures.—The cotton and iron trades provide
the principal industries of the Borough, but there are also silk mills,
metallurgical works, and other industries.

Water Supply.—This is from the Manchester Corporation, and is
excellent.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY, 1908.

—

SECTION II.

POPULATION estimated o the middle of the year 40,000
BIRTHS—Male=, 566 ; Females, 515 1081
ANNUAL RATE of BIRTHS per 1000 of population ... 9270
DEATHS Registered in the Borough —  Males, 806 ;

Females, 290 596

ANNUAL DEATH RATE per 1000 of the popnlation, after
dedneting the Deaths belonging to out-distriets,
and adding Deaths of residents occurring outside

district 139
ZYMOTIC DEATH RATE ... 1'5
INFANTILE MORTALITY (per 1000 Births) ... 119
EXCESS of REGISTERED BIRTHS over DEATHS... 485

DENSITY.—The Mean Density of the Borough per acre is equal to  19°9
Persons per acre:—In Barrox Warp, 202 ;
EccLes Warp, 58°7; Irwenr. Warp, 298;
Montoxn axp Park Wamp 12:0: Patricrorr
Waep, 40-8; Wmroy Warp, 12°0.

ACRES.
AREA :--The total Area of the Borough of Eccles... il 2008
RATEABLE VALUE for District Rate purposes at April 1st,

1908 ... £160,179
ESTIMATED NETT VALUE of a PENNY RATE .. £625
England and Wales 1908.

BIRTH RATE 26'5
DEATH RATE 147
ZYMOTIC DEATH RATE ... 1'29

INFANTILE MORTALITY (per 1000 Births) ... ... 121
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SECTION III.

VITAL STATISTICS.

EsTIMATED PoOPULATION.—The census returns taken in April 1901
show that the population at that date was 34,369, The population
has to be estimated to the end of June (middle of year); and I now
estimate the population at 40,000,

Table showing Acreage, Number of Houses, and Population of the

various Wards at Census, and estimated at the end of June, 1908.

| Census 1901, Ectimated June 1908, g
Dwelling-houses. Population, le’:l]iug-liﬂuxcs.: '4;-
Acreagel i T [ R | [ Unin- | =
Ward. s In]m'lni.' Unin- | Fe- Inhahbi- hu.?:ited E
| ted |habited| Total. | Males, | males. | Total. ted (&locknp| Total n?
| [ shops,
| Fdl e i
BarTOxn..... ... 378 | 1162 45 1207 | 2662 | 2754 | 5416 | 1747 65 1802 | 7663
EccLEs.........] 106 ]| 1075 32 | 1107 | 2311 | 2609 i 4920 1 1451 o2 1543 | G232
[
IRWERLL .........] 167 § 1128 54 | 1182 | 2475 i 2664 | 5129 | 1179 29 1208 | 4902
Monton and 528 | 1132 68 1200 | 2214 | 3226 | 5440 | 1422 | 120 1542 | 6365
PARK |
Patricrorr...| 170 ] 1320 | 41 | 1870 | 3320 | 3448 | 6768 | 1546 | 50 | 1596 | 6852
WiNTOR ...... 609 | 1450 43 1493 | 3212 | 3474 | G686 | 1519 e 1859 | 7906
B TN R T TR o
TotaLs For . ;
THE ljumst-::ruut-L1 2008 | 7276 | 263 | 7550 (16194 18175 l:s-l:il'}!] 9164 | 386 | 9550 40000

BirTHs.—The number of births registered in the Borough during

the year was 1081 as against 1019 for 1907.

Of these 566 were males,

and 515 females ; this gives a Birth rate of 27°0per 1000 of the popu-
lation, as against 26°1 for 1907 ; 26°2 for 1906; and 253 for 1905.
There were 30 illegitimate births, being 27 per cent. of the total
number of births.

DEATHS.—OTf the 596 deaths registered as having occurred within
the Borough, 306 were males, and 290 females; of these 65 were of
persons belonging to outside districts. (See table.) Twelve deaths
belonging to this Borough occurred at the Ladywell Sanatorium, and
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15 in institutions in, Manchester, Salford, and other places outside the
Borough. After correcting for the above, the death rate for the year
was 13°9 per 1000 of the population, as against 15°0 for 1907,

Table of Births and Deaths belonging to various Wards

| Death Birth
Ward. Total | rate per | Births. | rate per
| Deaths | 1000 1000
|
|
BARTOM ...iouvesveis 118 154 240 313
EccLes | ik 12-2 136 218
IrweLL E Bl 16-2 155 310
MonToN & PARK ... 53 83 100 157
PATRICROFT ......... 106 154 193 258-1
WINTON .......o.oo| 124 15-6 257 | 223
|
ToTaLs for the >
BoroucHn| 95538 139 1081 | 270

I append the following table showing the mortality rates for
England and Wales, and in the 218 towns, as compared with those of
this Borough.

i Annual rate per 1000 living
! Deaths under
1908, Pr.incig.)_ai- one year to
Births Deaths. | Epidemic | 1000 Births.
Diseases.
England and Wales ......... ' 265 147 1-20 121
76 Great TOWNS......ccecv.ns | 270 149 1°59 128
142 Smaller Towns ..... A 26-0 14-0 1-26 124
England and Wales, less
the 218 Towns ......| 26-2 14-7 099 110
Ecelas = 270 139 1'5 119

As belore stated, 65 deaths of persons from outside districts
occurred within the Borouzh. The following table indicates the
localities to which they belong,and to which they have been allocated.
The Medical Officer’s of Health of those districts have been supplied
with the particulars of those deaths.
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Flace of Residencs, Flace of Death. No. of deaths
Stretford s Union Workhouse - 21
Swinton do % 17
Worsley do - 6
Urmston do & 6
Manchester ... Pt do - 8
Irlam and Cadishead ... do 2
Barton Rural S.A. do 3
Padibam St. Joseph's Home .., - 1
Liverpool do : pid 1
Oldham do o 1
Colne ... do = 1
Salford... do ik 1
Burnley do 1
Salford... Eeccles & Patricroft Hospital i 6

To'al 65
Morrariry 1x A Grours :—

Deaths under one year ... 129

»  over 1 year and under b years... 67

- y»» O years and under 15 years 17

» ,» 16 years and under 25 years 21

. y» 25 years and under 65 years 196

- » 0O years .., 128

Tom (R} S LR} LN LR 55&

INFANTILE MORTALITY :—

The total number of deaths under one year belonging to the
Borough was 129, This gives an infantile rate of 119 per 1000 births,
as compared with 119 for 1907, and 139 for 1906.

FZYMOTIC DEATH RATE :—

The total number of deaths due to the principal zymotic diseases
was 59, This gives arate ol 1'5 per 1000 of population, as compared
with 1'3 for 1907, and 1'29 for England and Wales,

Scarlet Fever.—Seven deaths were due to this disease.

Mcasles.—Eighteen deaths were due to this disease.

KEuterie Fever.—Four deaths.

Diphtheria.—Five deaths, as compared with eight for 1907,

* Small Pox, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, Fever (Typhus,
Entesic and Continued) snd Diawheea.
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1854 | 399 | 164 54 | 21 |157 |s70 | 46 | 1B
1885 419 | 166G |
= . 8-7
S years 170 61 | 256|171 |48:6| 48 | 20| 90
average | 401 I ' i 4 3.5
| 1 = = e 5
el e B B W we | o el &
i 44 | }iiﬁ | 56 | 10 | 183 |418 | 49 1:; 'gf-;' g9
1689 | gy | 104 | 7 | 27 | 213 |43 50 | 17 |14 | 4%
1889 | 485 0 52 | 17 | =218 | 382 | &@ 17
1800 | 603 | 2008 | © | !
f | | - o 111 B-B
syears| 479 [17-a| 64 | 22| 203 420 45 | 16
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18405 o2 i 16-2 | ’
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' = 4 | 27217 |330)| 43 | 12 | 94
901 | 570|165 | 9 A 2 | 329 | 29 8| 90 | 25
15K g . .!-9 2.9 182 L
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1905 | 511 | L
: . 92 | 25
hoane| 540|150/ 87 | 20| 193|353 35 | -p8
avarage . T 111 g*
o 35~
1906 534 | 13-8 | 47 1.‘! i E;-;; 39 10 | 115 29
5 | 15 59 1-5 | 193 | 3 2
907 | 585|150 | & i 51 | s0 | 76 | 117 .
1 - 62 I'5 1196 | 35
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BOROUGH OF ECCLES.

Vital Statistics of Whole District during 1908 and previous years.

, 0 Total Deaths registered in EE 'é £ E 1-.3 §§ Nett deaths at
:E = Births the District. m & :q:,-; = ‘§|—§E:; = |all agesbelong
EE?" Under k= w|8 28 E[2w S5| ing to the
Year |5 o 1 year of Age] At all ages |2 13'5': SRS~ Eh e district
223l o e fe8at s | Eeslee=gl8g=5 1
=% 8 | =2 | B |88l 2 | 5 |Ee|2es|nmee]| 2 | .
agel &8 | 8 | £ |S58 E | & |oselsEselE25E] B | £
o = ot E @ = = = e e TR e ] o l
o, E = = =321 = o e T |y [ [
z z |E2W =z = & &2] =z |
8 - 3 4 B g 7 8 9 | 10 11 12 | 13
L] ST e ] i
1898 933 | 28-1 lﬁ4|l 176 | 589 [ 178 | 74 | 83 25 | s8L| 175
|
1899 018 | 27-3 138 | 161 Gl4 | 152 85 | 48 34 GO0 | 17T 8
1900 ... 913 | 26-8 145 | 158 | 653 | 19-1 | 102 (o] 28 619 | 181
|
1901 931 | 269 ) 153 | 164 | 595 | 172 | 96 52 32 | 575 | 166
1902 950 | 27-1] 107 | 112 | 583 | 166 | 123 69 30 | 533 | 158
1903 ... 1014 | 284 ] 123 | 121 ]| 558 | 152|117 i1 30 b27 | 148
1904 ... 1009 | 277 | 146 | 144 588 | 161 J 104 | 67 2] 512 | 148
| |
1905 966 | 253 ] 107, 111] 571 | 150 | 139 | 56 25 511 | 13-4
|
1906 1010 | 26-2 141 139 | 597 | 166 | 127 B | 23 o34 | 138
1907 ... 1019 | 261 | 121 | 19 es3 | 167|145 | o1 | 28 | 585 150
|
Averages
jor Years | 35768 966 | 27-0 | 134 | 139 ] 600 | 16-7 | 111 fif3 28 562 | 157
(808-1907
1908 ... mmol 1081 | 270 | 129 | 119 | 596 149 | 123 65 27 558 | 139
Area of Distriet in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) 2,008
okl popelafion-at All 8Fee ... e e e 34,369 e ;!’;:‘S £
Nomber of Inhabited Honges .........cccvovvvvvmniinrvnrccinsnnnneens 1,276 1901
Avcrage number of persons per house ............ 47

The Union Workhouse is situate within the Borough.
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BOROUGH OF ECCLES.

Causes of, and ages at, Death during the Year, 1408,

Deaths at all ages of

o
‘Deaths at the subjoined ages of | " residents” belonging to |2 °F 8
“residents” whether occurring in [localities, whether ocevrring ir] 5 < E
or beyond the district. or beyond the district. S5E s
w |8 | e ! ' | =| S5 2
gileea s L2 e B | Bl Bl =] B 5 BliyxeE
Causes of Death. @ 2|8 | & |2]= A =| =| = = w2 o4
3»:“'3%?‘&;‘&—-:!?;»’35=';'=-':—:"m§g
- | 1 - i = = B| = s| S| =3 £ e =
=l 8l ls 252 8 4 % £ E| i=s
2(&[B|5|2]s] 5| & 2| 5| £ %
2| = | |2 l 2 o] L 5 .-:; £| = k2 :..E
i AT S e IER R | ........ G [T (] l _____
Meanlen o rmmnnarienaas) B30 3| 8 g A | R e | a R R
Scarlet Fever.............. | Thoeoe] 2] 8| 2 [eieaidss 1 51 it PREl RSt ) (T I
Whooping-cough ........ [ 18 ] 9| 6 [l ]eeeecleeenns S el T et (T (R [ES
Diphtheria including | T
Membranous Croup ..., 5 ).....| 2| 2 |' 1 |aeve el e ] e S | ) SRR
B ) [ et R A T I SR SN (TTTET PERERS S R A Sl Tk
Typhus ..........|se0. ) eeec]. ot FEG (e (RN IR (SR ) FE, ST Rt
Fever. {Enteric ) A 1 1 31 T | ] et M I
Other continued| 1 ]..... T Verm) R (e et R e M e
Epidemic Influenza . + ] s ¥ a1 11.. 1| 2 5] [
[ v o D R TS T, S i M) B i e f peic] e Bncenl ot rias SN Tl [ e S
L T A SR, | L) R ey S et P SRS I e R e e
Diarrhcea 12 8 'i-l ........... oo L) 8| 4| 1| 2| 20,00
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T R R e 13| ema (e ) | [ TR 1) ([ (St P M 1 Mt pe s
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Alcoholism | I
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Venereal diseases ...... .. [ A 1 o MR e 1 1IN e
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NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
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. Monthly Return of Notification

of Infections Diseases.
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January 15 1 | [k 17
February 6 5 2 : } 1 14
March 11 1 2 i | I 2 | 15
April 28, | 2 1 |8l
May o | 1 2 1 | 13
June 18 1 19
July R 6 :I 20
August 8 | 2 : 10
September ... T D 1 | - 13
October ... 8 1 1 l 1 } 10
November ... 20 3 | | 1 24
December ... [ 1 6 3 | e | i 1 45
Totals... 180 31 l 13 L 7 _331
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Distribution of Infectious Diseases inte Wards.

Monton | r T
Barton. | Eccles. | Irwell. Jand Park Patricroft] Winton. | Total
——————j—on|] "cta
5 . = = - = a o . =1 “ - g .- s
e ERAEE R pReE Rk ek SR P
CB|EBIREIR B|c IS BIS SIS EISE S Bl |5 5|4%| 3
I it it sl e S S
SMall-Pox cooevucnrncionnd b b L b b
Scarlet Fever..............0 37 | 2l17]| 1]23| DT e R | 61 | 4180 7
Diphtheria and Mem- :
ranous Croup .........] 8| 3] 4/...1 1 v S T et | St R 13| 21 1| ¢
, .
Enteric Fever...ooood 4| 2§ 3| 2] 2|0l 4] 11 5 | 13 4
nhe s L s o e e Wl SR (A [ES (SN I (SN | ______ [ B et
| A N T (S N Tl e e ‘ e - (S | 18
Whooping Cough.........|....| 3 2 - T | | Fall e ... i 15
Diarrheea and Dysentery]... ... 1o e s (N Ty (RRRER N T [ | ol b ] e
| |
Erympelas ool 800 2000 81 sica | el Wi e 7 | Ll
Continued Fever ........ ....|..... gt o ety R CRREE ‘ 1 ! 1
sl —— |y |__
| | | |
Y | na] Bl | 14 | 26 Bl28 |15 20| 1131 11 | 75 | 13 f231 | po
| |
AMOUNT oF Hospitar, IsoraTion oF IvreEcTious Disgasgs.—There were

58 cases of infectious diseases removed to hospital, being 380 per ceut. of the
total number of cases notified,

Scarlet Fever—cases notified — 180, removed 54,
Diphtheria and
do.

per centage SO0

Membranous Croup 31, do. 24, do. 770
Enteric fever do. 13, do, 9, do. 69-0
Puerperal fever do. Nil do. Nil do. Nil,
Erysipelas do. 15 do. 1, do. 14-2
Continued Fever do. Nil do. Nil do. Nil.

In 1907, 303 per cent. of notified cases were removed 3 27" 5 per cent. 1906 ;
and 38'0 per cent. in 1905,



28
MEASLES.

During the early part of the year this disease was very prevalent
777 cases being reported [rom the schools. The mortality was very
high, viz : 18 deaths during the months of April, May and June,

The means for deallng with this disease present very great diffi-
culties. Measles spread mainly in the catarrhal stage which
precedes the rash before it has been recognised, The child is ill with
running at the nose and eyes for four days before the characteristic
rash appears, It is thus apparent that any steps which only deal with
recognised cases, must be, more or less, futile in arresting an outbreak,
No symptoms have yvet been found which would justify an early di-
agnosis, consequently the epidemic has spread and the infection been
disseminated before the Health Authority can deal with it. We
dealt with the epidemic on the following lines,

(a) All affected children were exeluded, and all contacts i.e.
children from houses affected. The contacts who had had Measles
need not be excluded. Here one of the great benefits of the Mediecal
[nspection comes in. We shall soon be in the possession of the life
history of each child, and will know whether it is necessary to exelude
it or not. If the child has had Measles, Searlet Fever or Diphtheria,
on the outbreak of any of these diseases, it will not be necessary to ex-
clude that ehild. In these cireumstances the education of the ehild

will not be interfered with,

(b) Every case of Measles was visited by one of the Inspectors ;
advice given as to isolation and disinfectants provided. A copy of the
Measles leaflet was also left and explained.

(¢) Kach school affected was frequently visited by the Medical
Officer ; the teachers were instructed in the prodromal symptoms of
the disease, and asked to exclude every child with headache, running
at the nose or eyes or cough.

(d) Frequent disinfection of the class-rooms and eloak-rooms was
carried out. I did not consider it necessary to ask for the closure of
any school as the epidemic was not confined to any particular school
but was distributed all over the Borough. Closure to be effectual
must occur within ten days of the first attendance of the initial case
in an infectious state. Still it seems to me that when closure is
effectual in keeping Measles out of a school for some time, when again
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introduced the disease will spread more rapidly, so that the outhreak
is only postponed. Still if this procedure raises the age incidence, the
mortality will be reduced. Though preventive measures have largely
failed to reduce the prevalence of Measles. Hducation of parents by
leaflets, their instruction by Inspectors, health visitors, and other
means, will largely reduce the mortality from this disease. There is
an unfortunate legacy of contempt for this disease, handed down from
mothers and grand mothers which renders the mothers of the present
day careless of this disease. One ofteng hears the expression its only
Measles,” yet the mortality from this disease is greater than that of
Scarlet Fever and Enteric added together.

NOTIFICATION FROM SCHOOLS.

Great assistance is given to the Health Department by the
teachers in the Borough who have loyally supported us by giving
early information of the presence of disease. The following notifica-
tions were received from Schools,

1908 | 1907 | 1906 1905 1904

MEeasLEs R e i 276 | 196 443 217
Cuicken-Pox ... 74 45 20 88 100
Weaoorine Cover ... 36 405 39 815
Mumes... 2 3 20 84 157
Eczema 20 25 11 104 160
EmeworM 14 21 11 6¢ | 78

Oreer Disgases (Ophthalmia, Sore
Throat, Influenza, ete.) ... 24 2 14 178 278
Totals | AT 778| 272 ';950 1283

SCHOOL HYGIENE.

During the year a great advance in the adminisiration of what may
be described as the “ Children Charter ” the practical outcome of See, 13,
Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907, has been made. It is very
gratifying that this borough should bave been the first in the country to
obtain Parliamentary powers for the Medical Inspection of school children
(Eccles Corporation Act, 1901), and it is also to be recorded that the
Medical Inspection is thoroughly carried out. Out of the 930 defective
children found on admission and on General Inspection the great wajority
have been treated either by the family doctor or at the Hospital. A detailed
list of the cases examined, and the defects found, is given below,
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In only one detail has the scheme formulated by the Boatd of Edu-
cation in the ecircular 596, Aug. 17, 1908, been deviated from. The Com-
mittee decided that taking into consideration (1) That the inhabitants of
Eccles are mainly a good class population (2) That the Medical Officer had
reported that there were very few cases of Malnutrition, or Under-Feeding,
and, (8) That the Civie Guild (a local Charitable Institution) was prepared
to deal with any cases of insufficient feeding which might come to the
notice of the Medical Officer; it would not be necessary to weigh and mea-
sure every child. A weighing machine has been provided in the Medical
Officer's room at the Town Hall, and any children found underweight are
sent there and weighed and measured at frequent intérvals.

It is absolutely essential that in poor localities where parental neglect
is present and puny dwarfed children are found, that anthropometric figures
shounld be kept. DBut in a distriet like Eecles, where the sanitary conditions
are as nearly perfect as an energetic Health Committee and lLealthy sur-
roundings can make them it seems to me that the recording of heights and
weights would simply lead to an accumulation of piles of statistics of
absolutely no value.

The schools are in a sanitary condition ; as a rule the closets are
good and clean ; the lighting and ventilation are good except in the Holy
Cross school, one room at St. Mary’s, and Barton Wesleyan School,

Sanitary Conditions, etc., at the Schools.

All Saints.—This School has an average attendance of 309, The sur-
roundings are good, the ventilation of the class rooms is good, the lighting,
warming and equipment are good. The eloset accommodation is satisfactory.
The cloakrooms are good. The lavatory accommodation might with advan-
tage be increased. This School is comparatively new having been built by
the Ship Canal Company to replace the former one demolished during the
construction of the canal. The chief defect is that the yard is unflagged,
with the consequence that it is very wet in winter and dusty in Summer. The
results of the visits to this school are set out in the return for the year.

Barton Wesleyan,—This School has an average attendance of 156,
and accommodation for 180, The surroundings are not good, the School
being sitnated in a churchyard. The lighting and warming are not good. 1
had to complain of the want of cleanliness in the floors and passages, Lut
there has lately been an improvement in this respect. The lavatory accom-
modation is almost negligible, the closets are clean but the urinal for the
Infants is too small. The standard of cleanliness is fair.
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Clarendon Road.—This School will be closed shortly and a new School
will take its place.

Eeceles Parish.—This School has accommodation for 790 in the two
departments, and an attendance of 422 in the Mixed, and 147 in the Infuut
Department. The surroundings are good, and there is free cireulation of air
on three sides of the School. The zlosets are frequently flushed and are clean.
The School is well lighted and kept in a cleanly condition. The yard is
partly flagged. The standard of cleanliness has very much improved. The
head teachers in both departments have shewn the very greatest interest in
the work of Medical Inspection. The cloakrooms are fair,

Godfrey Ermen Memorial.—This School is qnite new and is
admirably equipped in every sanitary and edacational respect. A striking
feature in connection with this S:hool is the admirable instraction given in
gardening. The surplus land has been utilised for this purpose, and in the
Summer presents a most interesting spectacle. This is one of the few 3:h 4
where arrangements have been muade for drying the children’s clothes in the
cloakrooms. The surroundings of this school are admirable ; there is a free
circalation of air on all four sides. The averaze attendance in the two
departments is 477. Some of the seats in the closets are beginning to show
signs of wear.

Holy Oross School.—This is an old School, sitaated in a poor locality.
The sarroundings are not good. The lizhting is very moderate, the ventilation
leaving much to be desirel. The yard is flagzed and clean; the closets are
comparatively new and are kept in a cleanly state. The standard of cleanli-
ness is improving, bat is still below the average. 'he cloakroom accommodation
is ample. The average attendance is 266.

Lewis Street Council.—This is a new School and is equipped with
every sanitary convenience. The closets and lavatories are perfect; the
cloakrooms are excellent and are proviled with apparatus for drying the
clothing. The lighting and ventilation are beyond reproach. The play
grounds and yards have been con:reted, with the result that che stdrcises
and floors are much cleaver than when [ reported last year. The standurd of
cleanliness is improving. No effors is spared on the part of she prineipus o
assist in the work of Medical Inspection, and vo help to have the recomm:n-
dations of the Inspector carried ont. The number of scholars ou the
books is 355.

Green Lane.—This School after being closed for some time was re-
opened on July lst. It only includes scholars of Standard VI aud apwards
The Schoel premises have been thorvughly everhauled, fresh closets provided,
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and the School is now in a thoroughly sanitary condition. The average
attendance is 175, these being children whose parents desire them to have
further education withont going to a Secondary School. It is gratifying to
report that every defective child found in this School has been treated.

Monton Memorial.—This School continues to be highly satisfactory
from a sanitary standpoint. The surronndings are excellent ; there is free
ventilation all round, the yards and play grounds are flagged and dry. The
cloak-room accommodation is excellent ; there is ample provision of water for
washing and drinking. The standard of cleanliness is very high. Ewvery
defect we discovered at the various examinations has been treated. The average
attendance in the two departments is 412,

Patrieroft National.—This School has an average attendance in both
departments of 631. The surroundings are not good ; the ventilation is fair,
the lighting is bad, there is a very small play ground, the children have to
play in the street. The school is clean, and the closets are in good working
order. The steps of the main staircase are very worn. There is a great risk
of disaster should a fire ocenr. The door at the foot of the main staircase
opens in, and would be impossible to open were a panic to oceur. Some of the
class rooms are rather overerowded. Taking into consideration the district
from which the children are drawn the health is good, and the standard of
cleanliness has improved during the past year. Much of the credit for this
improvement is due to the principals who are most energetic in insisting on
my orders being carried out. In fact T do not think there is any school in the
Borough in which greater improvement in cleanliness has been made Con-
sidering the large number of children in attendance this school is very free
from epidemic disease.

Peel Green Council.—As plans for the replacing of this school by a
new school in Beech Street are under consideration, it is unnecessary to comment
in detail on its sanitary condition. The Infant department in Beech Street is
welll ighted and ventilated, and is in every way commodious. Of comrse this is

only a temporary school, bnt it would be beneficial if all the other schools were
as well lichted and ventilated.

St. Andrew’s, Eecles.—This sctool has an average attendance of 723.
The premises are excellent in every way. The ventilation and lighting are
good, the playgrounds are large, well asphalted and dry. During the Summer
months mueh use is made of the adjacent Recreation Ground especially by the
Infant Department. The closets are ample, clean and well looked after.
The floars and staircases are clean. The cleakroom accommodation in the
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Infant Department was re-arranged in the early part of the year and is now

all right. Facilities for drinking water are provided. The standard of cleanli-
ness has shown great improvement. The general cleanliness is now good.

St. Andrew’s, Monton.—The average attendance in the two depart-
ments at this school is 238. This school suffered from a severe epidemic of
Measles in the early part of the year. The lighting and ventilation are good,
The surroundings are good, the school is clean, The play ground issmall but
dry. The cloakrooms are fair. There has been very great improvement in the
cleanliness of the children during the year. The closets and urinals are quite
satisfactory.

St. Marlk's.—This is an Infant School. The surroundings are excellent,
there is free ventilation all round, the lighting is good, the closets are in good
order, the premises are kept clean. The children are clean, well nourished,
and healthy. There is no over—crowding. The cloak-room is good and has
plenty of air space. The average attendance is 147. The standard of cleanli-
ness is very high, and the attendance of parents at the monthly examinations
is very satisfactory.

St. Mary's.—The average attendance in both departments at this
school is 367. The premises are well situated, there is a free circulation of air
all round the bunildings. Most of the class-rooms are well lighted and venti-
lated. One class-room is qnite unfit for teaching purposes, as it is only lighted
and ventilated from the cloak room. The play ground at this school is small
but well flagged and dry. Still it has the advantage of the proximity of the
Eccles Recreation Gronnd which can be utilised for recreation purposes, In
this school I have to rveport a very marked improvement in cleanliness and
personal Hygiene on the part of the scholars. The children are much better
turned out than they were in previons years, and the majority of the defec-
tive children have been treated and ameliorated. To this result the Principals
have largly contributed. They have loyally supported the Medical Officer all
throngh the year.

St. Michael’s.—The surroundings of this school are good ; there is free
circanlation of air all round the building ; the play ground is large and the
premises are clean. The average attendance in the two departments is
approximately 200. The cloak-rooms are fair ; the lighting is good. The
cleanliness has improved bnt still leaves room for improvement. The visits
parid to this school are set out on the schedule with the other schools. Many
<ases in this school still reynire amelioration, the Head Teacher is doing all
in her power to assist in the improvement.
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1 should like again to put on record that the Head Teachers, one and all
have given me every assistance and help. They have shewn the keenest
interest in the little folk committed to their charge and used every endeavonr
to have the pathological conditions pointed out at the inspections removed
throngh their influence with the parents. I think the accompanying schedule
speaks for itself, it shows a very great amount of improvement iz health con-
ditions in children in a very short time, and holds out hope that the future
will show farther improve ment.

1 do not think that any disturbance of school work has resulted from the
inspections, at all events no Principal has made any complaint.

Daring the year many improvements have been made The yards and
play grounds at Lewis Street Council School have been asphalted with the
result that the stairs and floors are now clean.

A new school has been built to replace the condemned school in Clarendon
Road. This new school is perfect ia every respect. The closets at Peel Green
Council School are not what they shounld be, but as this school will shortly be
replaced by a new building, it is unnecessary to find fanlt with it.

The number of visits paid to the schools is shewn below. At each wisit
children discovered by the teachers as being defective in any way bhave been
examined and advice given.

The method of dealing with the defeetive children found at the
examinations is set out below. The results have been, on the whole, very
gratifying. The great majority of the defective children have received
treatment either from their own family doctor or at the Hospital. The few
outstanding cases are being dealt with. On many occasions the wisdom of
the Board in the circular has been apparent to me. The eircular stated :—
““The mere fact that the services of a specially skilled officer and staff are
devoted by the Local Education Authority to the oversight of all matters
affecting the health of the children in their Public Elementary Schools gives
to the whole question of school hygiene a dignity and importance which
eannot but produce a considerable effect on the minds of teachers, parents,
and children alike. From this point of view the School Medical Officer
should be not merely a functionary charged with specific duties, but a
pervading infinence making, in the long run, for better hygenic eonditions
in the school and in the home.”

“Medical inspection will indicate the necessity of having recourse to the
Blind and Deaf Children Act, 1893, and the Defective and Epileptic Children
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Act, 1899, in the case of a considerable number of children who are at
present educated in ordinary Public Elementary ScLools. It will emphasise
the desirability of taking advantage of the wide scope of the last-mentioned
Act by establishing or contributing to the establishment of special schools or
classes for physically, as distinguished from mentally defeetive children. It
will also furnish the Local Education Authority with valuable information
as to the necessity of exercising their powers under the Education (Provision
of Meals) Act, 1906, and as to the best methods and effects of such exercise,
It is extremely desirable that the School Medieal Officer should be closely
associated with this last-mentioned work wherever it is undertaken, thongh
it is of hardly less importance that the methods adopted should be such as
will secure the greatest educational effect in respect of the manners and
conduct of the children concerned, as well as the best physical results.”

It is gratifying to note the interest taken by the parents in the exami-
nations. In the Imfant Departments 444 parents were present at the
examinations and greatly facilitated the work. If was thus possible to (1)
learn the child’s previous history in regard to infectious diseases, and (2) to
point out any existing defect to the parents and give advice at first hand as
to amelioration,

The following extract from an address delivered by Dr. Newman, Chief
Medical Officer of the Board of Education, is of interest as shewing the
present attitude taken up by the Central Authority on the question of
Medical Inspection. He said ** There are three broad prineiples which you
and I need to remember in the statutory initiation of this extremely difficult
and delicate, but highly important, national movement of school hygiene.
First, our work must of necessity, for some years to come, grow in a very
gradual, and perhaps you will think slow, way. From step to step we must
let it grow rather than attempt to impose upon it our own cast-iron views,
whatever they may be, as to what the future will bring. Let us remember
the gradual growth of the public health service in this country since 1847.
We have seen in fifty years how widely and deeply the public health
influence has been felt in the State. But it has only come gradually. We
are now at the beginning of another great national movement, and we must
not be disturbed or discontented if we do not possess exactly all those rights
and powers that we think we should like, even at the very beginning. We
are bound to go step by step. Much depends upon law. No doubt certain
Acts of Parliament which we could think of would be all the better if they
were amended in certain directions. But it is not our business at the
moment to work under an amended Act or under an ideal system. It isour
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business to work with what we have. Much depends also upon an educated
public opinion, and much depends upon each stage in the evolution of
preventive medicine. The first broad prineiple, then, is one of gradual and
slow growth. The seeond principle is that medical inspection is only part of
the whole work of school hygiene, and school hygiene, in its turn, is but
part of the whole work of the health of the State. Medical inspection is not
the be-all and end-all. It is the earnest and necessary beginning of school
hygiene, of what it is, and of what it may become. When medicine comes
into relation with the State we must remember that medical science is, after
all, only a joint-worker with other national powers and interests. We are
only joint-workers under the law with school teachers, managers, members
of local authorities, and all sortzs of servants and officials in the Loecal
Authority and in the State. Therefore,we must be prepared to do a great deal
of giving and taking, remembering that due place must be given to contend-
ing elaims and issues and to various circumstances besides medical questions,
The third principle is that we must aim, not at the best but ai the best that is
practicable,.  We cannot secure the best in medical inspection or school
hygiene at the present moment. We must aim to get, and work to get,
what is practically the best under all the circumstances. I am anxious that
we should so do our work as to commend it to the opinion and judgment of
the English people. If we act wisely and sympathetically, I think we
ghall do so in the long run. 8o I hope that this course may assist both in
efficiency and uniformity of medical inspection, and that it will at least have
the advantage of bringing us together in useful co-operation and good

understanding,”
SCHEME OF INSPECTION.

The Medical Inspector of Schools is assisted by a Clerk whose work is
organised and supervised by the Secretary of the Education Committee.

Every school department is visited once a month when all children newly
admitted to scheol life and the chiliren about to leave school life are
examined. Prior to each school inspection the clerk invites the parent or
guardian of every newly admitted child to be present at the examination by

the Medical Inspector (See Form 1.)

The clerk records on the card the particulars revealed by inspection. If
a child is found to be defective and the parent is prezent the Medical Inspector
gives the necessary advice. If the parent is not present one of the forms
numbered 3 to 13 euclosed is sent immediately to the parent. A general
register of all the defcctives is kept and a list of the defectivea (Form 2) is
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sent to the Principal Teacher of the school prior to the next monthly wvisit of
the Medical Inspector with a request that all the defectives named shall be
submitted to him for re-examination.

If the parent has failed to earry out the Medical Inspector’s advice a Medi-
eal Inspection Sub-Committee instructs the Secretary to deal with the ease,
The following are ways in which such cases are dealt with :—

() Secretary warns parents with further proceedings in case of con-
tinued neglect. (This is genarally effective).

() Cases referred to Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children.

(¢) Cases of poverty are supplied with recommendation to the loeal
hospital,

The Medical Inspector also makes a general inspection of all scholars
every three months.

The clerk keeps a diwry of visits paid to the school by the Medienl

Inspector and records number examined, defectives d iscovered, time ocenpied,
ete.



_ _ m_
¥ |EIE TF |OL | B I & |08 | ¥ |[TLT| OB |12 | 11| 29 E.H_ 62 | 66 | 81 | 8 | 988 8oL s98"" o SIVIO],
el 8 1 (- [ e B (1 HER) O R o - o R R (R O S B - R I et [ G L " STAVHIIN "1S
et |1 |- ) [LETEE] PRRAN SRS |l Ko g s R R i e o ) TR 6 LR L1 _ DT | g |eme s S AYVH 1S
ﬂ m..— m CECER ._” ...... H ._U.H m.—“ M" .H spwaas _m.._” .W “. mnnsmsinnanas m.— hﬂ m__ﬂ e HTEH mqgmmﬁ—z_i. ...Hum.
68 | & ATl (T lee (8 |® |8 |or|er|e [ovr|tvtviy |9 [er| (@) smANANY ‘LS
P i e B S e oy o Y O 6l o LR e - 6 T el oF | 82 | 8T |*™ NHEHIYD Td3d
Reime! Ayl R | S R L z _ g VE |zt [ LT ,8 |8 [0t 9s|99 | (" D) LIOUIIHLVL
.—.. ........................ A =4 - .—.- LR CEE LR Y ST .ﬁ srepas|remmmnly e sam Z.GPZGE
;o R | ] it bt | 7 I e _ ey b=l g |6t]|le |% |1 g |81 |88 | %2 ""(NN) 13THIS SIMAT
szle |e [~ ¥ T G i lg | BT |% [FT |2 |98 |8p | e | (NIAS) 12FHIS SIMET
...... T R 1 R T | A EEPET A I S __h z JL g || |og|8T| = sS0¥IATOH
...... * PR e [T R S S R .— .H o a0 o w .H .H sansmnw snngealeanamaaf o N N ﬂ..ﬁ L Ema mz{.q zmmmu
______ T M e 1B R i (ki 16, ) e ol 0 T Y T S _2 I _E S " 9 |02 | AT [WAW NIWHE AFH4009
_____ 1es|¢ |8 [T |t "8 [ otfetle |1 |24 |18|5 |9 |8 |1 [o1|sa|ow | - HSVa sE100m
| [ m e
S PO B _ ................. SR _ ..... 6 | Tl 2 [t S | %1 | 9€ " AVOd NOANIUVID
o e Eibm bk _ﬂq g [ 9 [l1 lozle |2 | NVAZISEM NOLNVE
...... 1z | e g bl o bl g LI (o bl e Lol e b SINIVS 11V
| _
= | | = | = _ _ o = ...Jll
! = 1 — N
s nlimlo | o FEe=l.Zl2 | o F aXl o » Em_m;wnﬂmm E
= f =g | & v muﬂ r...._.ﬂrﬂ.“ P L g @iy .ll_m.-l.._ al - E o - m.__.._.._ L1} = s
=173|F8| & | & |E5|23)22 2 &8 & B31EE 8 B2e = |= |28 & |8c| 2| it
$RCRFE 2|8 |52[2E5R] 8 228 g2 8 (Bl g | 2 |BE B |2 5|
a%8” N ot G T | - A R ] ]
| J i i m | ] i & i aapy




H¥| <61] 881) 92| 22| % | L | @1 89| 91 Lg| L€| 20Z ¥8( 99 | O | gII| glg g9 ML
grf or| e [ ol I g |ot|t |4 %l |a|e [e [ee|ez]" STAVHOIN 'LS
1 (S = - W i I _ﬁ._m 8 | 81| 0I|g |& __m 8 m__“.u... "t "SAHYN CLE
a8 |2 |& |8 m A R A (L L R SMNVIW LS
zzl T g e 3 + ..:_ 1 _.v “ ...... g | O _ or | er | CW'sS. MTIAN 1S
wlefale |& |1 It s |st]s |9 |selt |o el g |19 | gl (@) 'S.MIUANY LS
gl et w | pEpre kot Mq TH 9 |1 | T | - g | 6o “ (@30 °D) LA0YWDINLVd
L | R T R g |[2&|w|" " ' NOLNOW
£9] ez oT| 8 |® [ | e | e 98 5 | ae|e ez|3 22|28 e8| ' LEIULS SIMET
O g Rl SR ek e L by (s =l e e Tl fe 8T ) ge R UESOHD IO
1ef 21| etf% | g fe ||t |z |2e|a |% [ sr|%e| o0 WA NENYE XTYIA0D
Rl e R TR I g |er|s |9 | |1 |o9|eo|” T HSI¥VA SATOOE
gL |E | T | 1z |1t g |atlt [T |t 9 |ee|ler | aAvO¥ NOANIAV¥TO
6g) %21 9118 |8 12z |2 |® |sr|e ["""|or|2 |6 |1 |s81|&p|ge|" ' IIAULS HO3AH
L) i IR e R e 1 e T |4 g1 | NVATISAM NOLAVE
L3 50 U L o L i N 0 L S ) 0 2 L. T A
=) Q 1 = ! & & =

s I8 e g2 | - |BSIZE | &
LR SRS TR el FRE T (R




40

No, of new admissions examined... v 188T
Normal on admission ves e " vas 1037
Defective on admission ... Wi T s - 930
Otlier defectives found at General Inspection (126 depts.) 448

Total number of defectives found 1378
Notices of defects sent to parents 508
No. of scholars leaving School examined 148

Treatment of Stammerers,

During the year this most important work was taken seriously in
hand by the Committee. One of the teachers (Miss Pollitt) was
trained by Professor Berquand and a series of classes was arranged.
In all 51 children—39 boys and 12 girls—were treated. The classes
lasted 4 weeks and were most successful. No case Of relapse has been
brought to my notice, and many grateful letters have been received
from the parents of the children instructed. The selection of in-

structor was most fortunate; all that skill, ability, and industry could
do was done by her,

The first-class was visited by Professor Berquand and Dr.
Eicholz (Medical Inspector for defective children to the Board of

Education), both these experts expressed their satisfaction with the
method of instruction.
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.

For many years I have called attention to what has been aptly
desecribed as the “black stain” on our modern civilization. While
the general death-rate has been steadily falling the death-rate of
Infant-deaths under twelve months has shown no similar decline.
For the year the Infantile death-rate was 119, as compared with 119
for the previous year, and 121 for Kngland and Wales,

The Health Committee has devoted a large amount of time and
thought to this problem, and I think it will be admitted everything
possible from an administrative standpoint to mitigate the evil has
been done. The Ladies' Health Society, under the guidance of Mrs,
Nanson (President) and Mrs. Mellor (Secretary) is doing good work
in supervising the work of the two lady Health Visitors, holding
meetings of mothers for instruction in infant feeding and nurture at
frequent intervals, giving allowances of milk and clothing when
reported by the Visitors to be necessary, and in every way
encouraging and educating the mothers in their duties to their
offspring. The list given below will demonstrate that this Borough is
doing all that is possible at the present time in comparison with
towns of the same size. Still there are many causes of this high
mortality which it will require many years to deal with, The princi-
pal of these are early marriage and the habits and occupations of
the parents. It will be of interest to consider briefly the parental
causes of Infantile Mortality.

For England and Wales during the five years 1876-1880 the Infant
Mortality rate was 145. During the period 1896-1900 it was 156.
Since 1899, when it stood at 163, it has dropped till for the year 1906
it stood at 116—the lowest figure on record for this country. The
Registrar General aceounts for this low fizure by the wet and cool
summer which checked the rate of Infantile Mortality from diarrhoea
which usually oceurs about this period.

When we consider Infantile Mortality in relation to nationality
we find that the incidence is as follows, starting with the highest
first :—Russia, Hungary, Prussia, Italy, France, Japan, England and
Wales, Switzerland, Denmark, Scotland, Australia, Ireland, Sweden,
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Norway, and New Zealand. In the latter country the death-rate for
1906 was 80 as compared with 116 for England and Wales and 272 for
Russia. If various races living together in the erowded areas of
large towns be compared, it is found that Jews, Italians and Scotch
have a lower mortality than the English, Dr. Niven, of Manchester,
has repeatedly pointed out the low death-rate among infants, among
the Jewish population of Cheetham, who live in poor surroundings.
This low death-rate is undoubtedly due to breast feeding, which is
the sovereign cure for the evil. Unfortunately, the number of
artificially fed children is annually increasing. It has often been
inferred, that, the employment of mothers is responsible for birth
immaturity and prematurity. The Report of the Registrar General
for 1906 gives the following figures :—

Lancashire (many women employed) ... rate 171
Glamorganshire (few ,, e W} aes TEbe BT
Durham (few ,, » ) - rate 164.

In Preston and Blackburn where the employment of women is
declining the Infant Mortality is rising, while in the West Riding of
Yorkshire, where women are much employed, the rate is falling.

It would thus appear that employment of women is not the
cause of a high Infantile Mortality-rate. The probable cause is the
crowding of dense masses of population without adequate means of
support, with the consequence of poor food, insufficient elothing, and
bad housing. The experience of this Borough in the case of the
Irwell Ward —dealt with elsewhere—would appear to support this
opinion. Dr. Newman states that, * All diseases of infancy are
heavier in the towns than the counties, but immaturity is twice as
fatal, and epidemic diarrhcea seven times as fatal, in the towns.” As
I pointed out last vear a large amount of the fatality from diarrhcea
is due to impure milk; to milk impregnated with bacilli of a patho-
genie nature, bred on accumulations of refuse and manure allowed to
remain near the shippons. During the past summer we have devoied
a large amount of care to these refuse heaps,and have insisted on their
frequent removal. Personally I am eonvineed that the common
house fly is largely to blame for epidemics of Diarrheea, and in many
cases of Enteric Fever. The remedy for the plague of house flies is
strict cleanliness in and around our dwellings.
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(2) Age of Parents.—The Mortality of Infants is lowest when
the mothers are between 30-35 years fo age ; sreatest when under 20,

(3) Aleoholism in the Parents.—This is a frequent cause of the
many premature births we have to record. It leads to physical
deterioration of the child before birth, acting through the mother, as
well as after birth, through the environment and neglect, caused by
the vice.

(4) Illegitimacy.—The death-rate in Illegitimate children is very
high, (in 1906, 261 per 1000 as compared with 129 in legitimate
children).

The two principal causes of Infantile Mortality are wasting
diseases due to malnutrition and Diarrheea and allied diseases. Wast-
ing diseases occur principally in the first three months of life, while
Diarrheea disease oceur principally after the third month.

During the early part of the year, the Council, on the advice of
the Health Committee, adopted the Notification of Births Act, For
many years the Chairman and your Medical Oflicer have pointed out
how impossible it was to deal with the question of Infantile Mortality
when we did not receive information of the child’s birth until six
weeks after it was born, This Act provides in the ease of every child
born within an area in which the Act is in force, it will be the duty of
the father of the child, if he is actually residing in the house where the
birth takes place at the time of its occurrence, and of any person in
attendance upon the mother at the time of, or within six hours after
the birth, to give notice in writing of the birth to the Medical Officer
of Health of the Local Authority who are acting in execution of the
Act in the area in which the child is born.

The enactment will apply to any child born after the expiration
of the twenty-eighth week of pregnancy, whether alive or dead.

The notice is to be given by posting a prepaid letter or post card
addressed to the Medical Officer of Health at his office or residence,
giving the necessary information of the birth within thirty-six hours
after the birth, or by delivering a written notice of the birth at the
office or residence of the Medical Offlcer within the same time
The Loeal Authority are required to supply without charge addressed
and stamped posteards containing the form of notice to any medical
practitioner or midwife residing or practicing in their area who
applies for them,
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A person who fails to give the requisite notice of a birth will be
liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 20s. but he
will not be liable to a penalty if he satisfies the Court that he had
reasonable grounds to believe that notice had been duly given by
some other person.

The notification is to be in addition to,and not in substitution for,
the requirements of any Act relating to the registration of births;
and any Registrar of births and deaths whose sub-district or any part
thereof is sitnate within any area in which the Aet is in force is at all
reasonable times to have access to the notices of births received by
the Medical Officer of Health, or to any book in which those notices
may be recorded, for the purpose of obtaining information concerning
births which may have occurred in his sub-district.

Sub-section (3) of Sec. 2 makes it the duty of any Loeal Authority
by whom the Act is adopted, as soon as the consent of the Local
Government Board is given to the resolution of adoption, to bring the
provisions of the Act to the attention of all medical practitioners and
midwives practicing in their area.

It is hoped that in this way the Health Visitors will be able to
get in touch with the mothers in the first week after the birth of the
child. This is the most important period of a child's life. Great
judgment is exercised in selecting the cases to which the visitor is
sent ; the desire of the Committee being not to interfere in any way
with cases under the direct charge of a Medical Practitioner, It isa
matter for regret that some of the Medical Practitioners have not
seen fit to conform to the Act, and have refrained from giving the
department the desired information on which we can work. It is
recognised that a great injustice was done to the Medical Profession
in compelling them to notify the births under penalty without fee,
Still, until the law is amended it is to be hoped that the support given
by the profession to every procedure initiated for the public good will
be continued.

The information received by the notification of the birth and the
subsequent visitations is most valuable,
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INFANTILE MORTALITY during the year 1908.
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THE ECCLES LADIES' HEALTH SOCIETY,

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1908,

The Hceles Ladies’ Health Society in presenting their Fourth
Annual Report, desire to say that the adoption of the Notification of
Births Act, on March 28th, 1908, necessitated the appointment of an
additional health visitor, the Society with two health visitors has
been enabled to cope with the extra work more effectually.

The health visitors during the year 1908 made 12,841 visits (Mrs.
Irlam, 7,194 visits from January to December, Mrs. Morris, 5,647
visits from April to December,) to the 1081 babies registered in that
period.

Owing to distress in the neighbourhood arising from lack of em-
ployment, more help than in previous years has necessarily been given
in the form of daily allowances of milk for infants or nursing mothers,
All eases are carefully investigated, and if it should appear that the
best use will not be made of what is supplied then the help is denied,
or il given in the flrst instance is withdrawn at once. Sixty-four
families have had a grant of milk for terms varying from one to ten
weeks according to the circumstances, in most cases it was given
through the father being out of employment or on account of illness ;
in four cases it was supplied where twin babies were born, in one of
which the help was continued for many weeks out of consideration to
the mother, her husband having been fined by the Magistrates for
violence to her and imprisoned for a month at the instance of the
N.S.P.CLC. for neglect of his children ; in several cases the milk was
provided where the need was great, owing to the very low wages
earned by the father and the consequent impossibility of providing
the right food for a young infant.

The compulsory Notification of Births Act being adopted in the
Borough will doubtless be carried out satisfactorily in time, but so far
there have been many cases in which its provisions have been disre-
garded ; in four or five of the most striking instances of this neglect,
the president (Mrs. Nanson) by the desire of the Committee, has
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written to the parents calling attention to the non-compliance with
the law and enclosing a typed copy of the Act. The committee feel
that the enforcing of this Act will very much strengthen their hands
as it enables the visitor to see the infant so soon after birth ; this
brings the “ Visitors ™ in much closer contact with the “ Nurses in
charge” than previously, the President desiring that they should work
harmoniously together, took the opportunity of inviting all the twenty-
three midwives, certified for practising in the Borough, to a friendly
conference and tea in the Monton Memorial Schools, on the afternoon
of July 22nd, when the new regulations were discussed, the work of
the Health Society explained, and a cordial promise of co-operation
agreed upon by all present. The friendly relations thus established
have proved a source of satisfaction to the Committee.

It is a great disappointment to all, that the death rate in certain
wards continues so high, also that the Borough Infantile Mortality
remains the same as the previous year, viz :—119 per 1000, while it is
sad to contemplate that in spite of visits paid to homes in which are
young babies, there should be so little appreciable improvement in
their condition. Nevertheless the Committee are convinced of the
importance of the work in which they are engaged, and have not the
slichtest doubt that the intimate intercourse established between the
visitors and the visited, the advice given and sympathy shown,
must be a power of good in the long run. The knowledge that the
community regard the preservation of infant life as highly important,
will in time have its due effect upon thoughtless, negligent parents,
and the Committee would fain hope also, that in the natural course
of events Cloroners and Juries may have to take a more serious view of
the deaths of infants on which they hold inguests. In two or three
such cases which have ocearved in the Borough during the last few
months the verdict of * Found dead from suffocation ™ without a word .
ol censure for the culpably careless mother was markedly inadequate.
In one case of over-laying there was absolute proof that the mother
had retired to bed in an intoxicated state with the infant, which was
found dead in the morning ; whilst in another, the dead body of a
newly-born illegitimate baby was found in the copper by the land-lady
with whom the mother was lodging.

The Committe rejoice that when the new* Children’s Act”™ comes
into vperation next April, the over-laying of infants by drunken
mothers, or injury from burning arising from neglect to safe-guard
them from danger by fire, will both be penal offences.
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The members of the Society are indebted to Dr. Orr for a present
of two * Spring Balances” which the visitors have found extremely
useful in the weighing of babies and particularly so in the case of
weakly ones,

The attendance at the Mothers’ Meetings is slightly on the in-
crease, there now being a weekly average of 25. There has been
keen distress among the poor people and that * our mothers”™ have
felt the pinch is evident from the comparatively small sale of
materials during the year, goods have been sold to the amount of £6
6s. 5d. against £13 8s, 3d. last year. The Savings Clubs have again
helped the members although they have not managed to save as much
as in previous years. Several afternoons have been devoted to prac-
tical lessons in cutting-out, others have been spent in hearing useful
books read aloud, whilst lectures have been given on (1) Care of
Mother previous to birth, (2) Care of Infants during first month, (3)
Consumption, (4) Home nursing, (5) What to eat and why to eat it, (6)
Economical and nourishing foods, (7) Self-control as regards punish-
ment of children, (8) Flies and (9) Toys.

Tea has been given once each month by some member of the
Ladies’ Committee, on which afternoon recreation in the form of sing-
ing, the reading of a story or by means of a Gramophone has been
afforded. In the Summer, the meetings were held several times in the
gardens of different ladies, by way of a pleasant variation from the
ordinary rule.

Prizes have been allotted to the members of the Mothers’
Meetings for the ablest papers sent in showing how to spent 1s. 6Gd.
upon a family dinner for six persons, also for the best method of laying
o1t a maximum wage of £1 for the weekly expenses of father, mother
and four young children. The Committee regret that Mrs. Worsley
who has superintended these meetings since their commencement, has
found it necessary to resign, and they are deeply grateful to her for
past services.

The Visitors advocate the use of boat-shaped bottles, where
artificial feeding is required, and thess arve sold to mothers at a
cheap rate, in this manner 87 have been disposed of; 96 lbs. of
Clarbolic Soap has been sold, and 159 lime brushes loaned.
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The Society still continue to be represented on the Central Board
of Management of the Civic Guild, and its representative (Mrs
Nanson) often reports to this association cases of extreme poverty or
sickness which come under the notice of the Health Visitors.

The experiment inaugurated through the generous offer of Edward
Potts, Esq., J.P., to ascertain how far an increased interest through
the Ladies’ Health Society in the early life of infants would diminish
the Infantile Mortality in the Eecles Central Ward is now completed,
and the time has arrived for examining the results. In the twelve
months 135 infants were born of these 117 have lived to
receive their birthday gifts of a sovereign. The scheme practically
covered two years, during the first half the death rate was very high,
in fact is was twice as great as the second half; on examination
the high death rate of the former was found to be mostly due to
prematurity and Whooping Cough, with its attendant complaints it
will be remembered at this time that a terrible epidemie of Whooping
Cough was prevailing in the Borough, while in the second year only
six died ; from these figures no definite conclusions can be drawn as
the result of the experiment, the first year seeming to indicate no
diminution in the death rate, whereas, the second half shows a
decided improvement. Possibly if the scheme could have been tried
for a longer period the results would have been more gratifying.

GRACE MELLOR,
Hon. Secretary.
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VACCINATION.

During the year there have been 738 successful Vaccinations, as
compared with 802 for last year. I dwelt with this subject fully last
year,

PHTHISIS AND OTHER TUBERCULAR DISEASES.

During the last year the question of the prevention of Phthisis,
especially in Ireland where it is very prevalent, has occupied much
time in the House of Commons. The deaths from these diseases in
this Borough during the year were 39. In 1902 the Health Com-
mittee from the report of the Chairman and Medical Officer on the
Tuberculosis Congress, recognised that Pulmonary Phthisis is an
infectious and therefore preventible disease, and introduced a system
of voluntary notification. The medical practitioners in the Borough
were invited to notify the cases of this disease occurring in their
practices, a schedule of instructions for particulars (given below) was
prepared. Spitting eups were provided for the use of the sufferers.
Outfits for bacteriological examinations were provided, and arrange-
ments made for frequent disinfection. The result of this voluntary
scheme of notification has been very disappointing, in many cases the
notifieations has only been given when the patient was in extremis:
in fact in many eases the notification was only received when the pa-
tient was dead, and consequently all the opportunity of checking the
infection at an end. No subject causes more anxiety to public health
administrators than this disease which has been aptly called the great
white plague. It may well be so called,for, upwards of 40,000 deaths are
annually due to it in this Country —i.e. England and Wales. To put
these figures more correctly, practically human beings to the number
of the whole population of this Borough are carried off by an abso-
lutely preventible disease, and a disease curable il properly treated
in its early stages. When we realise this and further consider the
yvears of untold misery for its vietims, and those dependent on them
during the time of sickness, the great draw on the rates for the relief
of those affected, and for the support of the widows and orphans, it
is apparent that no effort should be spared to wipe out this devastat-
ing scourge.

In order that any progress may be made in the campaign against
this dread and awful disease, it is absolutely necessary that the
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Health Authority should be made acquainted with its existence in the
earliest stage, the stage in whiech it is absolutely’curable. Voluntary
notification has proved a failure in this Borough, though the Health
Committee has given the medical practitioners the privilege of stating
on the notification form whether they wish the case to be visited or
not. If they state that they do not wish the case to be visited the
precautionary leaflet is sent to them for them to give to the patient,
and they are asked to use their endeavours to get permission for the
Health Department to carry out disinfection, if possible during the
course of the illness, but without fail after death. [Itisapparent that
an no effective progress will be made in combating this disease until
compulsory notification is made general. This system has been in
force in Shelflield for several years with the very best results, it has
caused no hardship to the medical men but on the contrary a marked
diminution of the incidence of the disease has followed. It is to he
hoped that in the near future under the enlightened administration
of Dr. Newsholme, the Local Government Board will introduce com-
pulsory notilication of this disease. In fact the Board may be said_to
have taken the first steps in the direction already. On December
18th the following regulations were issued for the prevention of
Tuberculosis, providing for the notification to the Medical Officer of
Health of cases of pulmonary tuberculosis occurring amongst the
inmates of Poor Law Institutions, or persons under the care of District
Medical Officers, and for the taking of certain measures in such cases.
These regulations, which are most important, may be briefly
summarised.

Article IV, of the Order directs that the Medical Officer of a
Poor Law Institution, as defined by Article 1., shall within 48 hours
after his first recognition of the symptoms of pulmonary tuberculosis
in the case of a poor person who is an inmate of the institution, post
to the Medical Officer of Health of the sanitary district in which the
person resided immediately before he became an inmate of the Poor
Law Institution a notification of the case.

The notification must be made on a printed form as set out in the
Schedule to the Order.

Article V. directs that a similar notification shall be posted to the
Medical Officer of Health by the District Medical Officer in the case
of any poor person suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis on whom he
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is in medical attendance according to his agreement with a Board
of Guardians.

The notification must be sent within 48 hours after the District
Medical Officer has first recognised the symptoms of [pul-
monary tuberculosis, and must be addressed to the Medical Officer of
Health acting for the sanitary district in which the residence of the
poor person is situate.

Under Article VI. it will be the duty of the Superintending
Officer of a Poor Law Institution to post to the Medical [Officer of
Health on a printed form as set out in the Schedule to the Order a
notification of the actual or intended place of destination and address
at thatplace of any person leaving the institution in respect of whom
a notification has been made by the Medical Oflicer of the institution

under Article IV.

The notification must be posted within forty-eight hours after the
departure of the person to whom it relates, and must be sent to the
Medical Officer of Health of the sanitary district in which the in-
tended destination of the person issituate. The term * Superintending
Officer " is defined in Article L (k).

Artiele VII. provides that a Relieving Officer shall notify any
change of address (other than by admission to a Poor Law Institu-
tion) of a person in respect of whom a notification has heen made
under Article V. by a District Medical Officer,

The notification must be made on a printed form as set out in
the Schedule to the Order, and must be sent to the Medical Officer of
Health for the sanitary district in which the address to which the
person moves is situate,

The notification must be posted within forty-eight hours after
the Relieving Officer has obtained accurate information respecting
the change of residence.

Provision is made by Article VIII, for the remuneration of the
Officers who have to make notifications under the Order. In the
case of the Medical Oflicer of a Poor Law Institution or a District
Medical Officer, the remuneration will be at the rate of one shillin o
for every notification, but where in relation to any one case two or
more notifications have been posted by the Medical Officer to the
same Medical Officer of Health, his remuneration shall be at the rate
of sixpeuce for every such notification after the first.
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Tn the case of a Superintending Officer of a Poor Law Institution
or a Relieving Officer, the remuneration will be at the rate of three-

pence for every notification.

The remuneration will be payable by the Council of the sanitary
district for which the Medical Officer of Health acts, it will be deemed
to cover the cost of postage, and it will be payable in the manner and
subject to the conditions prescribed by the Article.

Under Article I11. of the Order, it will be the duty of the Guardians
to provide a sufficient supply of printed copies of each of the Forms
A, B, O, D, and E, set forth in the Schedule to the order, and to furnish
to each of the officers who are required to use them a book containing a
sufficient number of those copies for the requirements of the officer.
The book must be so arranged that every notification ean be readily
detached from the counterfoil. They must also keep a record of the
name and address of the Medical Officer of Health appointed by each
Couneil, and of such other particulars as are necessary to facilitate
the prompt delivery of a notification to any such Medical Officer of

Health in the ordinary course of post.

Joint Committees constituted under Section 8 of the Poor Law
Act, 1879, and the Managers of Asylum Districts and School Districts
must keep a like record, and must also provide and furnish their
officers with books similar to those above referred to, but containing
only Forms A, (, and E,

Article X. provides that all expenses incurred by a Board of
Guardians, a Joint Committee, or a Board of Managers under the
Order shall be defrayed as part of their establishment expenses.

Article XI. will enable the Board to determine any question or
difference in relation to anything done under the Order on the appli-

cation of any of the parties affected.

Article XII. deals with those cases in which powers have been
obtained with respect to pulmonary tuberculosis by a Local Act.

Nothing in the Regulations will have eflect in derogation of any
power or obligation under any such Aect, but subject to this the
Regulations will apply to any district in which a Local Act containing
provisions with respect to pulmonary tuberculosis is in force.
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The Board may, however, direct that so much of the Regulations
as relates to a notification by a Medical Officer of a Poor Law_ Institu-
tion or a District Medical Officer shall not have effect in relation to
that district.

The Order took effect on and after January 1st, 1909.

These regulations indicate distinct progress and inspire hope that
compulsory Notification of Phthisis will shortly be placed on the
Statute Book. That it may be soon is the earnest hope of every
Sanitarian, and of every one who has the welfare of his fellow crea-
tures at heart. Since the remarkable pronouncement of Koch at the
Tuberculosis Congress, reported on by the Chairman and mysell, a
vast amount of research work as to the etiology of this disease has
been recorded a Royal Commission has reported init. The theories
as to the cause of the disease are briefly (1) The bacilli are due to
dried sputum inhaled in the form of dust; this is the view ol
Cornet ; (2) Flugge holds that the infection is due to the spray which
issues from the mouth of consumptives when spitting or conghing, this
means direct infection. (3) The latest theory is that the bacilli gain
entrance by way of the alimentary canal—that is to say, that all cases
are due to eating meat infected with the Baecilli Tuberculosis or
drinking milk similarly affected. This view is held by Calmestte anl
Professor Whitla.

The evidence in favour of the two first theories seems to be over-
whelming., According to Flugge, feeding animals with tubercule
bacilli, although carried on for a long time, and with large quantities,
seldom resulted in the spores being found in the lungs. Still it is
established beyond controversy that the flesh of animals affected with
Tubercle, and the milk drawn from the udders of cattle afected with
the disease can set up the disease in human beings. That the disease
is of frequent occurrence in children, and frequantly cured is well
known.

The Health Committee is doing everything in its power to combat
this great scourge. What is still necessary is (1) Compulsory Notifi-
cation of the incidence of the disease, and (2) The provision of Sana-
toria for the treatment of cases in the early stages when curable.
This should be a National charge. Much has been done by private
generosity ; our King has lead the way; and many Sanatoria have
been provided for the well-to-do, those able to pay for care and treat-






Return of Samples Purchased under the Food and Drugs Acts
by the Police in the Borough of Eccles, 1908,

|
o, Adulter-| Amount of
Purchased. Nature of Sample. | Grennine,|  ated. Penalty, &e. Bemarks,
2 a8 d.
22 | Butter [ h
16 Milk ... 1 et |
1 | Bottle Peas 2o 1 o0 Zas|
1 | French Peas 1 0 2 6|
3 | Mustard 3
2 | Whiskey 2 | s
5 | Pepper 5] Ea|
1 | Ginger 1 | ... |
1 Tea ..- L | 7 l :
3 | Coffee 3 ‘ 2 :
1 | Marmalade ... il ‘ .
1 | Calfs Foot Jelly P PR 2
1 Flour... . ol w | .
i | Lard ... A 1 e | 3
- el I T R
29 o7 . 2 | 0 5 0
| |

Kindly [urnished by Mr. Superintendent Keys.
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SECTION V.

Sanitary Work of the Health Department.

STAFF:
CHIEF INSPECTOR (. W. LASKEY.
ASSISTANT INSPECTOR ... G. LAWS,
CLERK 5. MYLES,
Junior CLERK ... T. HARDMAN.
DISINFECTOR W. CROMPTON.

Distriet Inspection.—Much more attention was paid to this work,
notwithstanding the large number of important sanitary works which
were supervised during the year. Visits were frequently paid to
known dirty houses, and a proper measure of cleanliness was insisted
upon. There were 5041 inspections of dwelling houses, and 348 visits
were paid to fried fish, greengrocers, and other shops,

The number of visits paid in counection with works in progress
for the abatement of nuisances totalled 6555, Particulars relating to
other visits will be found in the table at the end of this section,

House Premises.—Many improvements were eflected—notably
461 privies and ashpits were abolished, and 651 privy midden houses
were provided with fresh water closets, 563 not newly erected houses
were provided with entirely new drains and shallow * sell cleansing ™
gullies, and 128 systems of drains were provided with up-cast ventila-
ting shafts. In these works we have surpassed all previous records.

In this connection it is pleasing to record the assistance rendereil
by the Sewers Department in dealing with such sewers as required
amendment, and in providing and fixing in suitable positions up-cast
ventilating shafts for the ventilation of such sewers.

Much overcrowding of dwellings was discovered, and 32 notices
of abatement were served. In one case proceedings were taken
before the Magistrates, and the defendant was fined the costs. It is



60

regrettable to have to report that dirty house premises are more
common than formerly ; 69 houses, 32 yards, and 35 closets were found
so filthy as to necessitate the service of notices. In one case ‘of a
dirty house, the occupiers were summoned and fined 10s. and costs,

Zymotic and other Diseases.—371 visits of inquiry were paid in
connection with the notification of cases of infectious diseases, and
26 to cases of Phthisis notified by medical men. In the case of those
complaints classified * school diseases,” 1051 visits were paid. One
school building and 326 dwelling-house rooms were disinfected. There
were 58 removals of * Typhoid” pails and 3 disinfections of possibly
infected privy pits. The walls of 183 infected rooms were strippei
and limewashed by occupiers, and only in 13 cases was it found
necessary to serve notices requiring this to be done.

The lots of bedding removed for steam disinfection numbered 196,

Drainage Examinations. —The number of drains uncovered for
examination was 105, and the * test " (smoke or water) was applied
on 1,024 ocecasions.

Privy Conversions,—The number of water closets (651) provided
in lieu of privies beat all previous records. The number of privies and
ashpits still remaining is as follows:

e = — ——————

|

Ward. Privy pits. ! Ashpits.
BARTON 284 28
ECCLES 133 17
IRWELL 141 39
MONTON 185 103
PATRICROFT 245 16
WINTON 268 16

Torars ... 1206 219

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.—The 13 cowkeepers’ premises
were inspected 71 times, and 237 visits were paid to dairies and milk-
shops, which number 77. Two cowkeepers have ceased business dur-
ing the year, but there are 16 more registered milkshops. Five
milkshops were found to require limewashing and in fourteen cases
various defects were noted and remedied,
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In one case, a cowkeeper who erected an unsatisfactory shippon,
has been required to pull it down and to erect a proper building.

Bakehouses.—There are 49 bakehouses on our register, and to
them 151 visits of inspection were paid. In 12 cases limewashing was
found necessary, and in 15 others various sanitary defects were noted
and dealt with.

Slaughter-Houses—The use of one slaughter-house as such was
discontinued during the year, and the number now existing in the
Borough is 15, They were all kept in very good condition and only
3 defects were noted. These had reference to defects in drainage.

Common Lodging-Houses.—Two only. These continue to be well
kept.

Houses Let in Lodgings.—11 new premises were registered and
one was given up during the year, The total number registered is
now 18, and 71 visits of inspection were paid to them. In 17 other
cases registration was refused as the accommodation was insuflicient.
There were infringements of the Byelaws in four instances.

Smoke Observations.—There were 28 * timed ™ observations of
works chimneys, and proceedings were taken in the cases of two
works.

The first, taken in respect of the emission of black smoke on two
successive days, after an order had been made by magistrates, was
fined 10s. and the costs—total 19s, 6d.

In the second case, where there were three users of the same
chimney, orders were made and each defendant was fined the costs

Os,

Canal Boats Inspection.—Forty-eight boats were inspected and
in four cases infringements of the regulations were noted. These all
had reference to the want of renewal of the painting of cabins,
Notices requiring the necessary works to be done have been served,
and have been complied with.

The boats inspected had accommodation for 146 persons, but only
39 persons—49 males and 10 females were found on board. No children
were found on any of the hoats. The sanitary condition of the boats
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was good, and they were all found ina cleanly condition. There was
abundant provision of fresh water. No cases of sickness were found.

All the boats were engaged in coal trafic. and the whole of the
inspections were made at the Patricroft Coal Whart,

Fried Fish Shops.—There are 36 such premises now registered,
an increase of one over the figures for 1907. The visits to these and
greengrocers and fishmongers premises numbered 241, At the fried
fish shops 11 sanitary defects were discovered and remedied, and
notices were served requiring the prompt removal of offal and garbage
in five other cases.

Workshops.—The total number now on the register is 111, a
reduction of 6 as compared with the previous year. The visits of
inspection numbered 270.

Diseases of Animals Acts.—There have been no cases of con-
tagious diseases reported during the year. The few “ piggeries”
existing have been kept under supervision. In five cases limewash-
ing had been neglected, and in 12 others sanitary delects were noted
and remedied.



Proceedings taken before the NMagistrates.

Offence.

Result of proceedings.

Amount of
Penalty.

Non-compliance with

order to abate nnisance

arising from the emission |

of black smoke.

Non-compliance with
noticerequiring the abate-
ment of a nuisance caused
by the emission of black
smoke. 3 cases of firms
using the same chimney.

Non-compliance with |

notice requiring the abate-
ment of a nuisance arising
from an overcrowded
dwelling-house,

Dirty condition of a.

dwelling-house.

Non-compliance with
notice requiring the abate-
ment of a nuisance caused
by keeping fowls in a
dwelling-hounse,

Non-compliance with
notice requiring the pro-
vision of water closets in
lieu of privies. (4 cases.)
Eecles Corporation Act,
1901. Sec. 93.

Do. do.
(2 cases.)

do.

Fined 10s, and costs

Orders granted and each
firm fined costs.
Total amount

Fined costs .
(Notice cumpllml mth
after the 1ssue of the
Summons.)

Fined 10s. and costs

Notice complied with

Fined costs
Fined £2 0s. 0d., and

costs in each case.

Fined £2 10s. and costs
in each case S i

alter service of summons |

B g d
019 6

918 0

19 0

{1
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Tabulated particulars of Nuisances dealt with, and of other
Work done by the Staff in the Sanitary Department,
during the Year ended December 31st, 1008.

1908 1907 1906 1905

House Drains—taken up, cleansed & re-laid | 955 | 662 | 552 | 481

" slopstone waste pipes, discon-
nected from 2 3 1 ven
T hﬂ!tlh i 1 1 3 E 1 avE
i lavatory 3 i 2 1 iAL i
" privy drains ” " 363 | 295 | 240 | 210
e downspouts - i 135 | 126 B | 111
,. ventilated .. e [ 1 - 81 47 27
want of i ] 7 2 2
Gullj’ Tra.ps—d{:f&ctwa ... |816 | 615 | 445 | 36b
s want of B e 9 4 4 4
.,  filthy S, 4 17 8 2
Soil Pipes—defective ... o 15 9 5 2
T T ventilation of S 10 8 4 11

5 bath and lavatory waste pipes
disconnected from 1 1 &
i downspouts dlscunneuted from ... 3 4 1 8
Water closets—defective “pan’ ... 17 1 15 3
= various defects in 55 93 41 33
& inefficient flush to ... 14 1 . 6

i insufficient in mills, ete. (No. of

cases)... 1 6 1 7
Slop-water closets—defective ... 48 87 61 25
Defective privy pits .. (378 [ 311 | 256 | 296
ot ashplts . | 102 32 37 45
i paving of yards and pasﬂn.ges . | 272 1130 | 184 | 144
1 . cellar ﬂoora, ete. e 26 25 41 68
- channelling ... 2 2 6 2
I slopstone waste plpea = 233 | 152 | 192 96
- brickwork around slop waste plpes 186 | 101 | 109 53
»  eaves gutters and spouting ... | 104 93 48 37
i bath and lavatory waste pipes .. Il 3
L roofs .. 20 41 17 17
" manure middens D 4 1
- slopstones ... 6 2 10 4
” urinals 1 4 3 1
Cesspools abolished ... 6 4 8 1
Dirty houses cleansed ... 4 69 52 30 39
s»  van dwellings cleansed ... ] 1 3
Yarde, ete., cleansed ... 32 65 20 14
* Closets, filthy. cleansed 35 18 12 4
House premises, damp... 41 22 10 24
Honse premises, want of venhlu.tmn 14 .
Houses overcrowded .. i 32 7 b L

Aceumulations of manure and mhhlah 73 67 33 21
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Buildings—obstructive to light and air,
remwoved o
Keeping fnwls ete,, so as to cauae nuisance
‘ Backing up’ of sewage
Btreet gullies, defective...
Manholes—foul smells from
Bewers—defective
Waste of water .
Want of manure middens
- ashbin accommodation ...
Migcellaneons
Milkshops and cowsheds requmng lime-
washing..
» defects in rememeﬂ
Bakehouses requiring limewashing
o defects in remedied ..
Workshops requiring cleansing and lime-
washing...
" defects in remedied
Slaughter-houses requiri ing limewashing .
yy defects in remedied
Houses let.-m-lnr]gmﬂa
Keeping Lodgers,in unregistered premises
Houses let-in-lodgings—Breach of Byelaws
Btables requiring limewashing
Fried fish shops requiring limewashing
SR 95 , defeets in remedied
i ,» accumulations of offal
Common lodging houses requiring lime-
washmg . s
Pigstyes requiring limewashing .
defects in remedied e
Back to back honges converted into througl
dwellings ... -
No. of privies converted into water elosets...

,» Water closets provided in lieu of privies

»» houses not newly erected provided
with new drains ese

» preliminary notices served ...

. COmmittee’s

5» Gomplaints made uuder Sec 11 P.H. &

,» Dotices served under do.

,» notices under See 5 of LD.I. Aect,
1890, requiring stripping and
limewashing ..

s» reports made under Bee EE P H.é..

,» Dotices served do do

s» cases before the magistrates ‘us
45+ letters written ...
»» letters received ... -

» WVisils in cases of zymotie dueases o

_jgp&_}pﬂ?
14 5o
18 28

9 2
1 19
i} o
25 19
63 58
8 8
89 132
56 41
5 9
14 T
12 18
15 1
17 15
17 22
o 7
3 T
17 5
4 6
. 2
5. 2
11 5
53 1
o 53
12 2
363 287
651 489
563 | 358
2h 87
129 141
10 23

4 5
13 12
50 52
35 28
11 3

2060 1660

1005 {1083

| 371 | 514

1906

e
=] S =1 Q0 kD O D

158
40

B =1 BO e

i i
LI == ]

12
10

Lo O =

240
107

321
10
32
14

26
39
39

1885
1118
305

L 900

11
10
G
1
14
18
3
132
| 62

e ——

L

bs b3 .

O e =1 O

32

32
1399
889
| 388




1808 1907 1908 1905

No. of visits in cases of phthisis... 26 48 6 78
L 5 other cases of sickness ... (1051 (1057 | 603 |2468
y, Tooms disinfected .. | 326 |'88¢ | 38h '| 273
,» &chools do ... 1 6 4 7
., books a0 o - 20 49 56 e
, 8tables, ete, do ... 5
.,  walls, ote. , stripped and limewashed... | 183 | 220 | 200 149
iy e mapeutmn of nuisances.. ... |6553 [5793 |[5257 (4888
,» inspections of dwellings ... .. 15041 '|4288 (3804 |3487
b i slaughter hounses wa | 128 87 Tl 51
’ 3 milkshops ... . | 237 |164 |'T45 |'I52
% - cowsheds ... 71 62 79 72
2 5 common lodging houses 68 66 65 70
1 5 houses let in lodgings .. 71 48 51 48
¥ b bakehcuses ... o 170 | 161 124
i o workshops ... e |'STO |"28D | SERS IV
i -2 outworkers' premises ... 42 47 43 18
o) . stables and piggeries ... | 107 | 102 89 34
o '3 van dwellings : 94 099 | 110 | 205
A i canal boats .. 48 45 51 652
= i fried fish & other ahups 241 | 182 | 124 | ‘180
" o factory premises 12 5
o iarine stores 8
o cnttawe water closets inspected ... |1588 (1373 | 944 | 401
ik schools inspeeted... 6 8 3
, OWLers seen're LNISANGER ... - | 395 | 349 | 303 | 288
,» Bmoke observations 23 41 40 40
y» ‘tests’ applied to drains ... .. (1024 |-660 612 | T69
,, drains opened up for examination ... | 105 69 | 102 | 178
»» typhoid pails removed, cleansed, ete. b8 485 68 82
y» Pprivy pits disinfected . e 3 21 a6 19
,» Notices under See 93 Eccles Curpur&- -

tion Act 1901 24 28 23 33
,» Certificates under Sec 93 E.C.A. 1901 24 28 23 33
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FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT, 1901.

Workshops and Workplaces.—The total number of workshops
now registered is 111, and the rooms in use number 134. The trades
for which they are used are as follows :—

Bookmaking 55 26 Blacksmiths 2
Dressmaking 25 Wheelwrights 2
Millinery 15 Laundries ... ;.
Tailoring 15 Hosiers ... i 1
Cabinet making 4 Goldbeating 1
Tin-plate works 3 Basket making 1
Saddlery 3 Carriage building 1
Joiners' shops 2 Dry soap making... 1
Cycle repairing 2 Herb beer brewing 1
Watch repairing 2 Picture framing ... 1
Rope making ... 1

All these premises have been regularly inspected, and those newly
registered have been measured up in order that the number of oecu-
pants may be properly regulated. The visits paid numbered 270,

There were employed 1539 adult males, 150 adult females, 80 female
young persons and 12 male young persons, a total of 410,

In 17 instances the workrooms were found to require whitewash-
ing, and 17 sanitary defects were noted and remedied. There were
42 other infringements of the Act.

Out-workers.—Lists of out-workers were received from Man-
chester (3), Salford (1), Darwen (1), and private firms (2). The pre-
mises referred to were all inspected, 42 visits being paid to them.

Those registered number 18, and in every case the conditions
under which employment was being carried on were found to be good

Factories.—Three notices, having reference to insanitary con-
ditions, were received from H.M. Inspector of Factories, and all
received attention--the matters complained of being remedied,



BOROUGH OF ECCLES.

FacroriEs, WoRKSHOPS, WORKPLACES & HOMEWORK,
I.—INSPECTION.
Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors.

| Number of

e Inspections. }E;ﬁg Prosecutions.
Factories (including Factory Laundries) 12
Workshops (including Workshop Laundries)... 270 3
Workplaces (Other than Outworkers' premises
including in part 3 of this Report)
Total 282 3

II.—DEFECTS FOUND,

' FMumber of Defecta,

et MNumber
i larred to af
Particulars. Found, Remedied. H.M. Frosecu-
i Inspector. | tions.
Nuisances under the Public Health Acfs i —
Want of cleanliness ... 17 17
Want of ventilation ... 1 | 1 .
Overcrowding =l 2 2
Want of drainage of floors 1 1
Other nuisances 4 4
insufficient . oy !
Sanitary ||
accommodation < unsuitable or defective 6 6
not separate for sexes 3 2
Offences under the Factory and Workshop Aet:— '
Illegal occupation of underground bake-
houses (s 101 o
Breach of special sanitary requirements for
bakehouses (ss. 97 to 100) 12 12
Other offences (Excluding offences relating i '
to outwork which are included in Part 3| |
of this report) _ i
Total ... Hs 45 45 fE5R




ITII.—HoME WORK.

e e

Unt.norkém' Lists, SBection 107,
List .
received from employers. | A ddresses of Ountworkers :
NATURE OF WORK |2ending twice in the vear | I“Pﬁ?m
| Uutworkers Outworkers”
’ ——————| Eeceived | Forwarded | pramices
Lists Con- |Work.| from« ther | to other
tmtn-rr-| men, | Counneils, Couneils
f
Wearing Apparel— |
(1) Making, &ec. i 2 2 | 5 Nil +2
{2) Cleaning & nashmg .
Total ... 2 | 2 | 6 | Mil 42
IV.—REGISTERED WORKSHOPS.

Workshops on the Register (s. 131) at the end of year. Number
Bakehouses, .. 49
Dressmakers 25
Bootmakers... 26
Milliners ... o 15
Tailors 15
Other Workshops ... 30

Total number of workshops on Register ... 160
V.—OTHER MATTERS.
Class. Number.
Matters notified to H.M. Inspector of Factories
Failure to affix Abstract of the Factory and Workshop Act (s. 133) 5
Action taken in matters referred by © Notified by H.M. Inspector 3
H.M. Inspector -as mmediab]ﬁq
under the Public Health Acts, buta Reporis (of action taken)
not under the Factory and Work- sent to H.M. Inspector 3
shop Act (s. 5)
Other ... 11
Underground bakehouses (s. 101) :—
Certificates granted during the year ... i Nil
In use at the end of the year - Nil
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BOROUGH OF ECCLES.

Annual Report of the Sewage Works Engineer and Manager
for the year 1908.
(GENTLEMEN,

Sewage Flow.—There has been a slight increase in the flow of
sewage to the Works; gaugings taken from February 16th to 22nd
inelusive, giving an average flow of 1,450,000 gallons per day, as com-
pared with 1,400.000 gallons last year. Fully 25 per cent of this flow
is trade efMuent which is turned into the sewers without any pre-
liminary treatment whatever.

Pumping and Treatment.,—The pumping and treatment of the
sewage have been carried on without intermission during the whole
of the year.

The boilers, engines and pumps have been maintained in good
working condition.

Destructors.—The Destructors have been in full working opera-
tion the whole of the year. All the steam required for pumping
engioes, etc., has been evaporated by the refuse destroyed, althongh
its average calorific value as fuel this year has been low, evaporating
1'1L1b of water per lb of refuse, giving 157 LH.P. at 20 Ibs of steam per
H.P. per hour. Taking coal at 8s. 10d. per ton, with a calorific value
of 7lbs per pound, this is equivalent to a saving of over £706 in fuel.

The working capacity of the Destructors during the year
averaged 30°70 tons per day of 24 hours, The whole of the ashpit
refuse, dry ashes and trade refuse collected in the Borough have been
destroyed, and 815 tons have been carted from the tip, towards the
cost of the latter the Cleansing Committee kindly allowed 30s. per
week for twelve weeks.

11,205 tons of refuse have been delivered during the year, and
this has all been destroyed at a cost of one shilling per ton for labour

with the exception of the tins, bricks, bottles, ete., picked out. (See
Table 1.) .
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The tins are collected by the Central Hall Mission, Manchester,
and the broken glass (pale green cullet) is sold to the Withington
Street Glass Works, Pendleton, at 10s. per ton.

The cost of alterations and structural repairs to the Destruetors
for the last financial year was £5 16s.

The bye-product from the destructors as clinker equals 33 per
cent of the total refuse destroyed, and was disposed of as follows:
2891 tous laid in contact beds and storm water filters
812 ton sold to contractors, etc.

The amount realised by sale of clinker to Capital Works Account
was £216 17s. 5d. for 2801 tons at 1s. 6d. per ton. Fine cinders sold
to contractors and the Highways Committee realised £18 10s. 10d.,
and broken glass, etc., £3 11s. 10d, the total receipts belng
£239 0s. 1d.

The water evaporated was 2,764,000 gallons.

Disinfector.—196 disinfections have been successfully carried
out during the year. The income was £102 18s. 0d., the profit being
over £49,

Settling Tanks.—The settling tanks have been in working
operation the whole of the year. The detritus tanks were cleaned
out every fortnight, the first two settling tanks every six weeks, and
the two new settling tanks every three months.

The average depth of sludge at these times was:—Detritus
tanks, six feet ; [irst two settling tanks, two feet six inches; the two
new settling tanks two feet.

The weight of sludge deposited during the year was estimated at
3,000 tons.

C'ontaecl Beds—The four half-acre contact beds in working
operation are giving satisfactory results.

Fara.—The eMuent from the contact beds, alter being allowed
to aerate and settle on the plot reserved for that purpose, is further
treated by irrigation on the land.

or cabbage and mangold growing the land is widely ridged, and
the crops grown upon the ridges, the eflluent flowing down the
furrows. The land is opened up when required with a horse hoe, the
ridges stroked up, and irrigated as before.
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The area of land is, however, to small to treat the whole of the
contact bed effluent in this manner, and certain plots are therefore
laid out as filtration areas, the eflluent being run on from six to eight
hours at a time with intervals for rest and aeration. The plots are
worked for about six months in turn, then deeply ploughed and
allowed a resting period.

Storm-Water.—Treating the storm-water is still a cause of great
difficulty as pending the completion of storm-water filters, it has to
be run on to a plot specially reserved for that purpose,

Sludge.—Part of the sludge has been utilised as manure upon the
farm, and the remainder run into trenches three feet wide, fifteen
inches deep, and four feet apart. When full and partly dried these
are covered over with soil, ploughed, worked and eropped in the
ordinary way.

Produce.—The produce grown on the farm consisted of cabbage,
Italian rye grass, and mangolds,

Farming Stoelk.--There are five horses working on the farm, one
cob for disinfecting van,ete., and one untrained colt aged three years.

The receipts from farm produce, ete., realised £326.

Wages paid on the Sewage and Destructor Works. -

1 Engine Driver, Fitter, 32/6 per week, with overtime paid for at the

same rate
2 Enginemen 27s. per week each = 5 - " =
7 Destructor Firemen, 30s. per week each , a5 - - =
3 Tankmen, 24s. % ¥ 5 » ” » - "
3 Teamsmen, 258, and 26s, ,, = " - ,, » "
4 Farm Labourers (average) 24s. ,, ~ - = L e -

1 Clerk and Disinfector Attendant, 26s. per week.

Men employed on Capital Account are paid 5id. to 6d. per
hour, according to the nature of the work.

Exlention of Works.—The extensions and alterations to the
Sewage Disposal Works carried out during the year have been as
follows :

The storm-water filters are in course of construction. Beds Nos.
1 and 3 are completed, and Bed No. 2 will be completed in March
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out boiler flues, &c., is 1s. per ton.
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TABLE 1II.
The rainfall during 1908 upon the Heccles Corporation Sewage
Farm, as registered by the rain gauge on the Settling Tanks, which
is fixed at an altitude of 72 feet above sea level, has been as under ;

MONTH. Rainfall per | Days on |
month. | which over | Greatest fall.

1908 | o1 fell.
January | 2-010 12 355
IFebruary .| 2-880 a2z r' 445
March ... 2-370 16 [ +500
April ... = 2-185 15 [ 730
May .. .| 2404 16 | 682
June .., .| 1646 10 | 470
July ... | 4350 15 1960
August .. 2790 | 14 | 683
September vuaf 320 17 570
October... b 1785 9 530
November w20 16 -550
Deeember T 2:405 | 17 510

Total : 30-314 | 179

The following table gives the annual rainfall for the last ten

years.
Year Rainfall, Year Rainfall.
1898 26:927 1903 41°138
1899 31°899 1904 26450
1900 38167 1905 27103
1901 307909 1906 32°425

1902 at 25903 1907 31°798
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EfMuents from the Treatment of Sewage.

T'T'.

TABLE III.

Oxidizable organie

matter,

mmnnl:;ul.:l,‘ of F:-FE:W 'il‘f-‘;hlttf::i;:: Remarks
Grains per gailon,
Eceles Cor- : .
poration. . Clear and colourless

Mar. 17, 1908 0-29 Tanks, filter | Light brown flocculent

1-30 p.m. and land sediment.
Fine weather No smell.
Ececles Cor- |
poration .
June 2, 1908 | Turbid brown liguid.
3 p.m. 077 | do. Brown ochrey sediment.
Heavy rain : No smell.
during pre-
vious 24 hour:
Eeeles Cor- |
poration, Slightly turbid brown

Aug. 20, 1908 0-75 do. _ liquid.

11-40 a.m. | Brown ochirey sediment.

Fine weather. . No smell.

Eccles Cor- |
poration,

Nov. 17, 190¢ Turbid brown liquid.
2-15 p.m. 0-59 do. |  Light brown ochrey
Showery sediment
weather. No smell

(Signed) FRANK ScUDDER, F.I.C.,

For SIR HENRY ROSCOE,

Mersey and Irwell Joint Rivers Committee,
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* Number of Houses Certified in the Wards, during the year
ending December 31st, 1908

Barton 97
Eccles 17
Irwell... 20
Monton 18
Patrieroft 2
Winton 18

Total we 203

List of Streets and Passages Paved during the year ending
December 31st, 1908.

Algernon street, (flagging only) ... 182! Lin. yards
Bentcliffe street 92 i
Bright road (part of) ... wra ) pueliBT "
Chadwick road (part of) 2882 .
Elizabeth street... 61 s
Fletcher avenue (part of) ... 99 "
Garden street ... 2008
Kearsley street ... 774 %
Mirfield drive ... 127 N
Watson street ... 157 =
Wesley street ... 11 -
Wryeliffe street ... 35 i
Total ... | 1 3RAS S
Back Albion grove 402
» Bentcliffe street North ... 88 it
,» Bute street 42
,» Charles street West ... e, P ey SRR
» Ulifford street 64 o
, Elizabeth street North ... 3 .
» Hlizabeth street South ... 31 "
» Garden street East BT o
» Garden street West ... N o =
Green street R |- ¥

¥

Lorne street i e e xR A



No. 1 Passage, Elizabeth street s vas |

No. 2 " 5 . 40 o
No. 3 - 4 7 16 =
No. 4 & i i 21 =
No. 1 ., Garden street ... 13 ,,
No. 2 - i S 13 i

Total - 1,005 --

New Sewszrs Laid during the year ending December 31st 1903.

Algernon street (Extension)
Bell terrace
Bentcliffe street (Extension)
Crawford street
Darwell avenue
Gilbert street
Kir street
Jackson's square
Kearsley street (Extension)
Lewis street -
Reginald street -
Rear of 37—48, Barton road
- 2—514, Bell terrace
= 2—20, Berkeley street
o 42—52, Cecil street
e 1—9, Cleavley street
w  13—51, Crawford street
- 2--30, and 1—25, Darwell avenue
,, 2 —26, Fir street
A 2—18, and 1935, Gilbert street
o 13—19, Higher croft
- 2—32, Kirkman avenue
» 48—064, Tindall street

Sewers Relaid during the year ending December 31st, 1908.
Name of Street.

Adelaide street. (part of)
Higher Croft (part of)
Mount street (part of)
Wilding street
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Sewers Relaid during the year ending Deec, 31st, 1908 —continued,

Raar ol 1-—11, Adelaide street
w  1=27, Bridgewater street
w  2—32, Barton grove
8—10, Barlow buildings
1—17, Charles street
2—10, Cross road
23—35, Cawdor street,
11—=21, Ellesmere street
. 1—11, Green street -
o 1— 9, Gilda Brook road
1416, Gilda Crescent road
13—25, 22 and 24, Irwell Grove
195—203, 386—392, and 462—180, Liverpool road
2—10, Milton street
20—35, Myrtle grove
60—76, Nelson street
29 —43, Park street
2— 8, Russell street
115, South King street
14—20, Tetlow grove
162---172, Trafford road
24 —36, Vicar street
w 92272, 163—167, Worsley road
Passage abutting on the gable to 35, Albert street
Near 3t1, Trafford road
* Kindly furnished by the Borough Surveyor.

"

"

L

"

5

¥
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SANITARY LEGISLATION IN 1908.

SMALL HOoLDINGS AND ALLOTMENTS ACT,

This Act consolidates Lhe enactments with respect to Small
Holdings and Allotments in England and Wales.

Part I. (Sections 1 to 22) relates tosmall holdings, and empowers
County Councils to put its provisions into operation if they are of
opinion that there is such a demand for small holdings in their respec-
tive Counties as justilies them in doing so. They are empowered to
prepare schemes, and to acquire land for small holdings for persons
who desire to buy, or lease, the land with the view ol themselves
cultivating the holdings. A County Council may arrange with the
Council of any borough or urban district in the county for the exer-
cise by the Council of that borough or district,as agents for the County
(huneil, of the Coranty Council’s powers of acquiring, adopting, and
managing small holdings. County Councils are also empowered to
advance money for the purchase of small holdings ; and power is also
given to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to provide small
holdings in any locality, and exercise the powers of a County Council.,

Part IL (Sections 23-37) relates to Allotments, and empowers,
Town Councils, Urban District Couneils, and Parish Councils to pro-
vide allotments not exceeding one acre in extent, for the labouring
classes, and in default of action by District or Parish Councils it is the
duty of the County Councils to act. The Actalso contains full powers
as to the purchase of land by agreement, and alsoas to its compulsory
acquisition, and provides for the borrowing of money for the purposes
of the Aet by County Councils and the Councils of Boroughs, Urban
Districts or Parishes,

This Act comes into operation on January 1st, 1909, and does not
extend to Scotland or Lreland.
LoxpoN Couxty Couxcin (GENERAL PPowWERS) AcT.

On the passing of the Notification of Births Act, 1907, and on the
adoption of that Act by Metropolitan Borough Councils, it was found
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that Borough Councils in the nietropolis had no power to appoint and
pay the lady Health Visitors which are requisite if the full benefit of
the Act of 1907 is to be obtained. It was necessary to procure statu-
tory authority for such appointments, and so with that object the
London County Council included a elause in their General Powers
Act of last Session. Amongst a number of other matters dealt with
in that Act it provides, in Section 6, that any metropolitan Sanitary
Authority may, on or after 1st January, 1909, “appoint suitable
women (to be known as Health Visitors) for the purpose of giving to
persons advise as to the proper nurture, care, and management of
voung children, and the promotion of cleanliness, and discharging
such other duties (if any) as may be assigned to them.” It also pro-
vides that * the Local Government Board may make regulations
prescribing the qualification, mode of appointments, duties, salary, and
tenure of office of Health Visitors appointed under this section, and
no appointment of a Health Visitor shall be made otherwise than in
accordance with such regulations.,” The section also empowers the
County Council to pay out of the county funds and charge to the
Kxchequer Contribution Aceount any sum or sums by way of contri-
bution towards the salaries of any Health Visitors so appointed, not
exceeding in the case of any sueh person one-half of her salary.

REGULATIONS As TO Foob.

In pursuance of the Public Health (Regulations as to Food) Aect,
1907, the Local Government Board have made two sets of Regulations,
one called (a) the * Public Health (First Series: Unsound Food)
Regulations, 1908,” and the other (b) the * Public Health (Foreign
Meat) Regulations, 1908, These Regulations come into operation

on the 1st January, 1909,

(a) The Regulations relating to Unsoind Food have been framed
with the object of securing that articles of food which are unsound,
unwholesome, or unfit for human consumption, and which as part of
the cargo of a ship are brought to a place in this country, either as a
place of destination, or asa place of deposit for transmission to a place
of destination elsewhere in the United Kingdom, shall be dealt with

at the port of discharge.

The Regulations are very comprehensive, and one or two points
deserve to be specially referred to. The Medical Officer of Health is
authorised to examined articles of food which have been landed with-
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in the district of the Sanitary Authority. If the circumstances, in
his opinion, so require, he may also examine such articles before
they have been landed, but in that case the consent and co-operation
of the local officers of Customs is required. Facilities are to be given
for the purposes of the Medical Officer of Health's examination in the
matter of convenient arrangement, unpacking, &c., and he is autho-
rised to apply to a Justice for a warrant to enter premises in special
cases. Inspection of foodstufls should in ordinary cases be made after
they have been landed. Exercise of the powers of inspection on the ship
or on lighters and barges may, however, be a matter of importance in
special cases, as where the vessel discharges a cargo of foodstufls
overside,

In order to meet the case of particular consignments in which it
is necessary that special examination should be made (e.q., in the
laboratory) powers of sampling are conferred, but samples of food-
stuffs, which themselves possess a material money value, should be
taken only in cases where there is substantial reason for this course.

(b) The Foreign Meat Regulations are also fairly comprehensive,
and will apply te a considerable foreign trade. As pointed ont in the
cireular letter of the Loeal Government Board on the subject, that
Board have given attention to the danger to public health entailed hy
the unrestricted importation of certain kinds of meat foods, and to
the circumstance that equitable and eflicient administration by Loeal
Authorities in respect of disease and unsoundness in meat may he
seriously hampered by such importation.

The new Regulations are designed to deal with foreign honeless
meat which is imported in the form of seraps, trimmings, or other
pieces not sufficiently indentifiable with definite parts of a carcase,
and which has not before importation been made ready for human
consumption in the form of sausage, or of another prepared or manu-
factured article of food ; with imported tripe, tongues, or kidneys to
which certain chemical preservatives have been applied ; and with
severed parts of a pig not prepared before importation as bacon or
ham, and not contained in a package with an “ official certificate ™
unopened on it or attached to it as evidence that the pig from which
the meat is derived has been certified by a competent authority in the
place of origin to be free from disease at the time of slanghter. These
meats are classed together in the regulations as * Foreign Meat of
Class [.,” and unless the importer of meat of this class exports it at
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his own expense, or furnishes proof, in the manner prescribed by the
Regulations, that it is not intended for sale for human consumption,
the meat is required to be destroyed.

With a view to stopping the importation of carcases of pigs from
which the lymphatic glands about the throat and elsewhere are
absent (thereby preventing the detection of evidence of tubereulosis
and other diseases in the carcase), the Regulations provide that car-
cases of pigs, not prepared as bacon or ham, which are imported with-
out the lymphatic glands, and from which the heads have been
removed (called in the Regulations ** Foreign Meat of Class 11.")
shall be dealt. with in a similar manner to Foreign Meat of Class 1.

“Foreign Meat of Cflass TTL." consists of the severed parts of pig,
not prepared as bacon or ham, and not being foreign meat of Class 1.,
but contained in a package with an * official certificate ™ * attached
as evidence that the pig from which the meat has been derived has
been certified by a competent authority in the place of origin to be
free from disease at the time of slaughter, and that the meat has been
certified by the like Authority to have been dressed or prepared and
packed with the needful observance of all requirements for the pre-
vention of danger arising to public health from the meat as an article
of food, Meat of this class will not be interfered with.

A further object of the Regulations is to provide means by which
foreign meat generally which is diseased, unsound, unwholesome, or
unfit for human consumption may be detected and dealt with by
Public Health Authorities at the place of importation.

The execution of these Regulations will devolve in part on the
Officers of Customs, but otherwise it is entrusted to the Port Sanitary
Authorities and to the Councils of riparian districts. Powers of inspec-
tion for the purposes of the Regulations are conferred upon
the Medical Officer of Health or any duly qualified medical practi-
tioner appointed or employed by the Sanitary Authority to act in the
execution of the Regulations, and upon any other person appointed or
emploved by the Aunthority under the Regulations to exercise any
powers or discharge any duties assigned to the Medical Officer of

Health.
The Regulations require that the Officer of Customs shall cause
to be detained, for examination by the Medical Officer of Health of

. The * official certificates " which are to be accepted for this purpose have not been defined and

published at the time of going to pross,
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the Sanitary Authority, any foreign meat which, according to the
best opinion which, in the circumstances of the case, his knowledgze
enables him to form, has the characteristics of foreign meat of either
(Class 1. or Class II.

If he finds that the eargo comprises Foreign Meat of Class 111, or
Foreign Meat Unclassed he may allow it to be removed, unless he is
of opinion that the meat requires examination by the Medical Officer
of Health.

It will be the duty of the Medical Officer of Health, on being
informed by the Customs Officer of the detention, to examine the
meat and to give either a notice forbidding its removal for any pur-
purpose other than exportation, or a certificate that it may be
removed. But he is not to give a certificate and must give a notice
as regards Foreign Meat of Class 1. or Class 11., and also as regards
Foreign Meat of Class ILL, or Foreign Meat Unclassed if it is, in his
opinion, notwithstanding the official certifiecate, diseased, nnsounds
unwholesome, or unfit for human consamption,

Similar Regulations have been made by the Loecal Government
Boards of Scotland and ITreland,

During its Autumn Sitting Parliament devoted much time to the
consideration of the Housing, Town Planning, &e., Bill, introduced
by Mr. John Burns on behalf of the Government, * to amend the law
relating to the housing of the working classes, to provude for the making
of town planning schemes, and to make further provision with respect
to the appointment and duties of C'ounty Medical Officers of Health,”
If the Bill becomes law, amongst other provisions, the appointment
of a Medical Officer of Health by every County Council will be com-
pulsory instead of optional as at present. The officer’s duties will also
be defined. The Bill, however, has bheen dropped for want of time
and because of the contentious nature of some of its proposals. Pro-
bably it will be again submitted to Parliament next Session. Another
very useful measure which Parliament has had under consideration is
the Children’s Bill, introduced by the Home Secretary, *to consoli-
date and amend the law relating to the protection of children and
voung persons, reformatory, and industrial schools, and juvenile
offenders, and otherwise to amend the law with respect to children
and young persons.
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