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@ounty Borough of EGastbonrne, 1924,

SituAaTioN.—Latitude, 50° 46° N. ; Longitude, 0° 17’ E.

ELEVATION OF THE AREA BUILT OVvER.—Varies from 140 feet
above (at the West End) to 4 feet below high water mark
(in East of the Borough).

SLoPE.—From West to East. ASPECT.—South and South-East.

AREA.—Of the Borough, 6833 acres, including foreshore 332
acres ; of the part built over, about 2300 acres.

DEnNsITY OF PoPuLATION.—For the Borough, 8 persons per
acre ; for the part built over, about 28.

NuMBer oF InHABITED Housges.—At census of 1891,
5,190 ;: at .Census of 1901, 7,088 ; at Census of 1911,
8,967 ;: at Census of 1921, 10,083.

PoruLaTioN.—Census (1891), 34,960 ; Census (1901), 43,344,
Census (1911), 52,542 ; Census (1921), 62,028.

RATEABLE VALUE.—£519,942.

GENERAL DiIsTRICT RATE, 4s. 8d. BoroucH RATE, 4s. 8d.
Total, 9s. 4d.

BirTH-RATE.—12.1 per 1,000. England and Wales, 18.8.

DeaTH-RATES.—Nett death-rate, 10.88 per 1,000. England
and Wales, 12.2.
Nett Infantile Mortality, 58.55 per 1,000 births.
England and Wales, 75.

MEAN ANNUAL TEMPERATURE.—50.5 degrees Fahr.
Hours oF BRIGHT SUNSHINE.—1,778.1 hours,

ToTtaL RAINFALL.—32.73 inches.
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To His Worship the Mayor and to the Aldermen and Councillors
of the County Borough of Easthourne.

Mgr. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

In accordance with the instructions of the Ministry of
Health, I beg to submit herewith my Annual Report as
Medical Officer of Health for the vear 1924. It is the
thirty-first Annual Report that I have submitted to you
and includes the Vital Statistics, the work of the Sanitary
Department, and items pertaining to the Public Health of
the Borough.

The year 1924 has been a satisfactory one as regards
general health of Eastbourne, but in general and infantile
mortality the good records of the year 1923 were not quite
reached.

As regards infectious diseases the year was exceedingly
good. Details as to these will be found in the body of the
report, and the freedom from this form of ailment was easily
a record. Climatic conditions no doubt were partly the
cause of this.

Of the 89 County Boroughs and large Towns outside
the outer ring of London, there were nine with a lower total
death rate. As some of these were lower only by slight
fractions, a more liberal estimate of our population by the
Registrar General would have altered our relative positions.

In 1923 Eastbourne had the lowest infantile mortality
rate ; in 1924, we had an unusual number of deaths due to
premature birth, and there were eleven of the above towns
with lower rates. Premature birth is associated with social
conditions of the parents and emphasizes the importance
of ante natal work in connection with Maternity and Child
Welfare. It is also not unconnected with the Housing
diffic ulties.

The Registrar General's Annual Summary shews that
alone of all the County Boroughs and great Towns of England
and Wales, Eastbourne had no death from diarrhoea or
enteritis. The climatic conditions favoured a low mortality
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in this respect all over the Country. There were also no
deaths from Scarlet Fever, Measles, or Diphtheria. On the
other hand, there were 26 from Influenza, and of the 89
towns alluded to, 15 had fewer deaths from this disease.
There were three deaths from Whooping Cough.

The total amount of Tuberculosis in the Borough and
the number of deaths shew decreases in each case. The
improvement as regards non-pulmonary tuberculosis is
marked.

Cancer proportionately increases as a cause of death here
as elsewhere. Reference to the details will shew that most
of the cases are at a late age.

Insufficient housing and unemployment are the most
serious adverse factors with which the department has
to contend. Details in the report shew the figures as
to the construction of new houses. Eastbourne, from the
Census of 1911 to that of 1921, increased in population by
about 900 persons per annum. Allowing six persons per
house, it will be seen that many more houses are required
annually for normal increase, than are being erected.
Leeway as regards the conditions already existing is all the
more, therefore, not being made up.

I wish to again record my appreciation of the efficient
work of my Staff. The nature of the duties imposed on the
Department is extremely varied, and the work of the Stafi
during the year has been most satisfactory in coping witch
them. Mr. H. T. Hounsom has been of particular assistance,
and especially in the preparation of this Report.

I am indebted to the members of the Medical Profession
in Eastbourne for their kindness and consideration, and I beg
to sincerely thank the members of the Council, and
particularly the Public Health Committee, for their constant
support.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
W. G. WILLOUGHRBY,
Medical Officer of Health.
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which is narrow along the Grand Parade and widens as it
passes from West to East to about Bourne Street, where it
narrows again until it ends about half-a-mile east of the Pier.
The remainder of Eastbourne in the East is on alluvium
and on the beach.

Of the Wards, Meads and St. Mary's are entirely on
chalk, and Upperton almost entirely so. The Central and
Eastern districts are to a small extent on chalk and green-
sand, but mainly on alluvium and shingle, with a little clay.
Valley zravel covers the chalk and greensand in the valleys.

Hampden Park is on the alluvium just at the termination
of the chalk.

METEOROLOGY AND CLIMATE.

Full details, and comparative tables, of the Meteorology
of Eastbourne are given in the Annual Meteorological Report
prepared by the observer, Mr. Hookham. Readings have
to be taken every day throughout the year in all weathers,
at 9 a.m., 5 p.m., and 9 p.m., Greenwich Mean Time, and this
work is heavy, independently of the mathematical and clerical
part of the duties. Eastbourne is a special Meteorological
Station, and the department is kept in accord with the
wishes of the Meteorological Office in London.

A daily telegram (including Sundays) at 5 p.m., conveys
information to the Meteorological Office, and a similar
telegram is also sent after the 9 a.m. observations on week-
days, during the time that Summer Time is in force.

- The Instruments in use are :—
1. Sunshine Recorder and Electric and Indicating Cup
Anemometers at the Grand Hotel.

. Rain Gauge, Carlisle Road enclosure.

. Barometer at the Grand Parade Shelters.

4. Thermometers, Maximum, Minimum, Wet and dry
Bulb, in Screen, Earth (1ft. and 4ft.), Grass Minimum,
Carlisle Road enclosure,

5. Sea Thermometer, the Pier.

We are obliged to the Grand Hotel and Eastbourne Pier
Companies for kind permission to use their premises.

W b
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Average rainfall, 32 years, 1892-1923.. 30.62 inches
Average rainfall, 35 vears, 1876-1910.. 3092
L 1881-1915.. 30.74 o

¥ i 1888-1922.. 30.49 <
Average rainfall, 36 years, 1888-1923.. 30.64 =
Average rainfall, 40 years, 1881-1920.. 30.87 -

£y

TEMPERATURE,

The mean of the maximum temperature for the year was
55.1 degrees and the mean of the minimum temperature was
45.9 degrees, giving a mean annual temperature of 50.5
degrees.

The mean of the maximum temperature for the six
Winter months was 499 degrees and of the minimum
temperature 40.9 degrees with a mean temperature for these
months of 45.4 degrees.

Average temperature—

Mean of
Max. Min. Max. & Min.
combined,

32 years, 1892-1923 .. 55.8 45.4 50.6
35 years, 1876-1910 .. 55.5 44 4 50.0
35 years, 1881-1915 .. 55.8 45.0 50.4
36 years, 1888-1923 .. 55.6 45.3 90.5

SUuNSHINE, 1924.

The amount of sunshine was 1778.1 hours and was the
fourth highest recorded for the United Kingdom ; the
average per day throughout the year was 4.86 hours or
0.02 hours above the average. The dailv average varied
from 8.95 hours in July to 2.06 hours in January.

Average sunshine—

Average

Daily Total Per cent.
hours. hours. of possible.

25 years, 1886-1910 .. 4.89 1786 40
32 years, 1892-1923 .. 499 18222 41

35 years, 1881-1915 .. 4.88 —_— 40
37 years, 1887-1923 .. 493 1800.6 40
Winps.

Of the 1,098 total observations the prevailing winds
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Males. Females.

Under 5 o5 o s 74 47
5—19 i = 2 205 226
20—39 2. Y, ) 273 334
40 and over = S 358 393

1,000 1,000

At individual ages, there were more males aged 12 (666)
and more females aged 17 (761) than at any other one age of
life. Males exceed females in number up to 13 years and
at succeeding ages are in an increasing minority.

In age groups the Census 1921 population was as

follows :—
Males, Females. Total.

Under 1 year .. .. 445 440 885
1—4 inclusive .. .. 1398 1310 2708
Total under 5 .. .. 1843 1750 3593

5—14 inclusive a DO2T 4851 10178
15—24 - S {5 5 15 ] 6781 10446
2534 .. 3433 6059 9492
35—44 2 .. 3354 2991 9345
45—54 = s B0 5038 3109
55—64 .. 9983 3592 5875
65—74 - | LS 2165 3537
75—84 = =00 461 308 1269
85 and over .. = 55 129 184

24 864 37,164 62,028

Although the total population had increased by 9,486.
the increase was made up principally by persons in the
later vears of life.

The increase or decrease in the early years was as
follows :—

Under 1 year .. =% .. 110 increase.
I1—4 inclusive .. s .. 992 decrease.
5—14 inclusive e .. 975 increase.
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The age group 5—13 inclusive is the important one of
school age of Elementary School children. At the 1921
Census, there were 9,038 children in this group, 5,089 boys
and 3,949 girls.

From the Census figures I have compiled the subjoined
table as showing the steady alteration in the age composition
of the Eastbourne population :—

Pacentagss, | 1881 | deotr | doit | Tear
Under 5 - .. 10.02 8.85 7.75 5.79
5—14 s A 21.19 19.57 17.51 16.40
15—24 P e 22.80 22.26 19.30 16.84
25—64 s .« 41.65 44.62 49.63 52.91
65 and upwards .. 4.24 4.70 5.80 8.04

The rapid reduction of the proportion of the population
in the early years of life is marked at each succeeding inter-
Census period, but especially so during the vears 1911-1921.

As mentioned in my previcus reports, the Registrar
General has for statistical purposes deducted from the total
enumerated population a large number of persons described
as visitors.

In the various Sussex resorts the proportion of the
population described in the Census returns as visitors varied
from 22.89, in Littlehampton and 13.6%, in Eastbourne,
down to 3.29%, in a small rural district.

As regards Eastbourne, though these 13.69, were not
registered as residents, there must be many whose deaths,
etc., have to be included with those of Eastbourne and who
have no permanent residence elsewhere, and are not strictly
visitors in the ordinary sense. Hence in my opinion the
rates given by the Registrar General's .amended figures
are unduly high, and the true rate would be given by an
intermediate figure.
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Following the usual custom, I have received from the
Registrar General a figure estimated by his Department
to be a fair one on which to base our Mortality and other
rates for the past vear, viz., a population of 54,830, or an
increase for the year of 930. This means a deduction of
over 8,600 persons as non-residents.

I think rates calculaied on a figure nearly midway
between this one and the Census figure, say 58,500, would
give true indications. The use of a low figure makes the
rates apparently higher.

The total population in the middle of 1924 amounted
to over 63,500.

As three-fifths are females almost exactly, the sex
population is approximately: Males, 21,966; females,
32,864, taking 54,830 as the population.

The age grouping of the Registrar General’s amended
population in 1924 would be approximately as follows :—

Males. Females. Total.

Under 1 year o 432 428 860
.1—4 inclusive S ) 1122 2322
Total under 5 years .. 1632 1550 3182
5—14 inclusive .. 4642 4201 8843
15—24 - s 6028 9285
e84 - .. 8042 5368 8410
35—44 o o0 s 5385 8400
45—54 o .. 2682 4393 7075
25—64 1 . 2028 3180 5218
gee g . 108 1892 3090
75—84 7 " 417 732 1149
85 and upwards i 53 125 178

Total oy .. 21,966 32,864 54 830

——

HovsinGg oF THE POPULATION,

Details as to this are given in the Housing Section of
this Report.
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It will be noticed that the birth-rate is the lowest
recorded ; equal to those of two War years. Th. excess of
births over deaths is also the smallest except in War years.

Of the 666 births, 46 were illegitimate, or 1 in 14.4.

Twenty-six of these infants were males and 20 females,
The highest proportion was in 1918, when 1 in 7.8 were
illegitimate.

The birth-rate is affected by the inability of young
couples to obtain proper housing accommodacion.

NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS ACT.

Of the total births registered during 1924, all except
13 or 98.04 of the total were at once notified to the Medical
Officer of Health : the omissions were accidental in ali cases,

Six hundred and seventv-two births were notified
during the vear, 348 being notified by midwives and 324 by
parents and doctors ; 9 still births were notified.

DEATHS.

There were 639 deaths registered in Eastbourne in 1924,
Of these, 77 were deaths of non-residents. Easthourne
residents to the number of 35 died elsewhere during the vear,
Including the latter and excluding deaths of non-residents,
the nett deaths were as follows :—DMales, 257 ; females, 340 ;
total, 5397. These figures have been verified by the Registrar
General’s Office.

The death-rate for 1924 was 10.88 per 1,000 on the
Registrar General's Office estimate of 54,830 population.

The death-rates of previous years were :—

1895-1904 e .. average 11.74 per 1000
1905-1914 i .. average 10.58 per 1000
1915-1918 (War years) .. average 12,56 per 1000
1919 v e 2 o 11.62 per 1000
1920 o7 o1 % ir 10.5 per 1000
1921 e i = 2 10.28 per 1000
1922 2ok s = i 10.9 per 1000

1923 o & = e 9.7 per 1000
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DEATHS IN INSTITUTIONS.

Residents. Visitors, Total,

Isolation Hospital

Princess Alice Memorial Hospital
Guardians’ Institution

Leaf Hospital . :

Gildredge HDSpltd] {I'uherru]ﬂ-:ns}
All Saints’ Convalescent Hospital

9 Upperton Road (Infants’ Home) ..
9 Upperton Road {Maternity Home)

Total

4 1

31 20
67 12

7 2

17 —

10 =

2 e

. 138 33

—— —

DEATHS OF EASTBOURNE PERSONS IN INSTITUTIONS
OUTSIDE THE BOROUGH.

Brighion C.B. Mental Hospital
East Sussex County Asylum
Westminster Hospital s
St. Thomas's Hospital, Lambeth
Grane Hospital, Wandsworth

St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington

National Hospital for Diseases of the Heart Mqr}'lebune

Roval East Sussex Hospital, Hastings

York City Asylum .

Total

Tue Cavses oF DEATH IN EASTBOURNE IN 1924,
The table in the appendix shows the principal causes of
death in 1924 at various ages. Those diseases, ete., causing

most deaths were as follows :—

Number. Net Death-rate,

Heart Disease 8 <. 109
Apoplexy .. e )
Cancer i i e B2
Males g don | )
Females .. ; &l e 08
Tuberculosis (all forms} N
Pulmonary - LT
Non-Pulmonary .. S A

1.98 per 1,000
1.13 per 1,000
1.49 per 1,000
0.52 per 1,000
0.96 per 1,000
0.79 per 1,000
0.67 per 1,000
0.12 per 1,000

)
ol
i

7
17

10

B e ™

J

18
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1,000 births. This is a set back from the lowest infantile
mortality rate since records have been kept, which was 39
in 1923.

Twenty-eight of the deaths were from Premacurity and
allied causes, and twenty-seven within 3 weeks of birth.

The following table compares this mortality with those
of the previous ten years :—

Year. Deaths. Mortality Rate.
1914 o S0 S8 59
1915 s 76 e 98
1916 i 72 o 89
1917 5 54 i 88
1918 e 50 e 74
1919 s 39 = 57
1920 b 59 " 59.8
1921 i G0 o 754
1922 o 33 s 44.9
1923 % 28 N 38.94
Average of 10 vears = B 68.40

In the closing years of the last Century, 1898, 1899 and
1900, the mortality rates were 139, 145 and 121 respectively.

The subjoined table shows the causes of death and the
ages at death of the infants who died. The reduction in
mortality of infants in recent vears has been mainly of
those in the later months of the first year. Ante-natal
work 1s very important to stop the deaths in the first few
days of life, and this work has been considerably extended
in 1924,

There were three deaths of illegitimate children. The
comparative mortality rates of these and of legitimate
children are as follows :—

Legitimate infants mortality rate, 58.06 per 1,000 births.

[llegitimate infants mortality rate, 65.21 per 1,000
births.

The figures are too small for too much reliance to be
placed on comparative death-rates, but it is striking thal
the illegitimate Infantile Mortality is so low. We are
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important, but reliance is placed chiefly in keeping the
sources unimpeachable.  An example of the monthly report
is as follows : —

From Dr. S. ALLiNsON WoopHEAD, F.I1.C,
THE PuBLic ANALYST'S LABORATORY,
MovunTFIELD HOUSE,
LEWES,
SUSSEX.

Report upon a sample of water forwarded by Dr. W. G. Willoughby,
Medical Officer of Health, Eastbourne, on January 13th, 1925 :—

Sample labelled :—"Eastbourne water from the main."
The water on arrival had the following characteristics ;—

Colour E .. None.

Smell s .. None.

Sediment i .. None.

Grains Parts per
Chemical analysis afforded the following :— per Gallon. Million.

Total solids (dried at 100° C.) e, 4D
Solids (after ignition) 2 ik 11.6
Chlorine .. o s s 2.8
Ammwonia (free) . i 5 008
Ammonia {alburmnmcl} . 024
Oxygen taken from permanganate in ;{\hr Nil.
Oxygen taken from permanganate in 4hrs.  Nil.
Nitrogen as Nitrates and Nitrites 2 .19
Nitrites 4. 5 i - Wil.
Hardness (total) ’ % e 13.2
Hardness (after hmhng'] i 3 3.5
Phosphates = A Nil.
Metallic Impurnity .. s .. Trace of Iron.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION,

The organisms per cc. which grew on Nutrient Gelatine in three
days at room temperature, under aerobic conditions, and were then
visible to the naked eve as colonies, numbered 4.

On Agar at blood temperature, and under aerobic conditions, 3
colonies were noticed after 2 days incubation,

Examination for organisms of the Coli group gave negative results.

REPORT,

The water maintains its high degree of purity both chemically and
bacterially, and is quite safe for drinking purposes and domestic use.

(Signed) S. ALLINSON WOODHEAD.

The amount of water pumped into Easthourne for
consumption from the various sources varied from 18 million
gallons per week to 12§ million gallons per week, the average
amount being about 14} million gallons per week. This
is approximately 30 gallons daily per person.
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Number of Common lLodging Houses .. 2
Number of Slaughter Houses .. 5 )
Number of Offensive Trades o e —

MILK SUPPLY.
Number of Wholesale Traders and
Producers on Register i o
Number of Retail Purvevors on Register 85
Infectious Diseases among Employees .. —
Infectious Diseases on Premises .. . -
Notice to Abaite Nuisance

=

RETURN AS TO STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS,

Drains examined and tested = = 165
Drains re-laid and amended i .. 134
Interceptors fixed .. o = ..o 44
Drain vencilation improved 5 ww - Al
New W.C. apparatus provided .. wp V72
W.C. apparatus repaired .. 5 .. 162
W.C. flushing power improved .. P (L.
D-traps removed .. S e e
New soil pipes fixed . G el
Soil pipe ventilators enlarged .. w32
New main taps provided .. s vind 2010
Waste pipes trapped A b T
Sanitary dustbins provided i e 75
Back vards paved or repaired .. s 2Bl
Sinks renewed or repaired A B
New sink wastes .. i P .. 180
Safes provided under W.C. = ve OB
W.C. cisterns fixed .. s eyl
Cleansing of premises o T vu 124

In addition to the tabulated amendments above,
considerable attention has been given to the general improve-
ment of structural conditions, especiallv with a view to
preventing dampness. In 255 cases general repairs were
carried out. Roofs, windows and damp courses received
special attention,
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CERTIFILD MILE,

Towards the end of 1922 the Milk and Dairies
(Amendment) Act, 1922, was passed, of which the principal
feature is that the Local Authority may issue licenses for the
production and distribution of milk of four designations,
viz. :—

(1.) License to Producers of “Grade A" milk.

(ii.) License to Distributors of *'Certified” milk.

(iii.) License to Distributors of “Grade A" milk
tuberculin tested and “Grade A" milk
pasteunsed.

(iv.) License to Distributors of Pasteurised milk.

The special designations under which milk may be sold
are ‘‘Certified,” “"Grade A (Tuberculin tested),” “Grade A™
and “Pasteurised.”

Licenses to sell Certified Milk were granted during the
year to three Purveyors of Milk in respect of seven premises,

Twelve samples were taken during the year from two
Producers of Certified Milk, and forwarded to the Public
Analyst for examination as prescribed by the Ministry of
Health. Copies of the Analyst’s reports are sent direct to the
Ministry of Health, who certify the producers, both of whom
are outside the Borough. On two occasions the milk from
one producer failed to satisfv the Ministry’s standard.

BACTERIOLOGICAL ExamINATION OF MILK.

Three samples of milk were submitted to the Analyst for
bacteriological examination, and all found to be quite
satisfactory.

Pusric HEarTH (MiLk AND CrREAM) REGULATIONS, 1912,
(1) MiLk AND CREAM NOT SOLD AS PRESERVED

CREAM.
Number of samples Number in which a
examined for the presence | preservative was reported
of a preservative. to be present.
Milk. . e 87 Nil.
Cream 3 1
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Miik (MorHERS aND CHILDREN) AcT, 1918,
A review of the action taken will be found in the
Maternity and Child Welfare Section of this report.

MiLk (TuBERCULOSIS CASES).
Milk is the principal extra food given gratuitously
to certain patients as set forth in the Tuberculosis section.

(/) OTHER FOODS.

No other focd calls for special remark. The quantity
affected by Tuberculosis in 1924 was less than usual.

The surrenders of unsound food during the vear were
as follows :—
67871bs. Beef.
401bs. Beef Suet.
1 top piece of Beef.
53 Bullocks’ Livers,
8 Bullocks’ Lungs.
2 Bullocks’ Skirts.
3 Bullocks” Tongues,
5 Bullocks’” Heads.
12 Ox Kidneys.
1 Calf's Liver.
4 Carcases of Pigs.
16 Pigs’ Livers.
2 Carcases of Sheep.
2 Carcases of Lambs.
57 Sheeps’ Livers.
14 Lambs’ Livers.
2671bs. Liver.
3 6lb. tins Corned Beef.
2 Rabbits.
8 Gallons Shrimps.
42lbs. Kippers.
78lbs. Herrings.
801bs. Lobsters.
771bs. Cathsh.
28]bs. Fish.
1 Tin Sardines.
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INFORMAL SAMPLES.

Sarm- | l
ple | Nature of In what respect |
No. | Sample. not genuine. Action taken. |

16 | Essence of No essence of lemon| Vendor cautioned.
Lemon ..| present, but oil of
lemon |

i

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS, 1924,

Date of
No. Offence. Hearing. Result.
1924

1 | Non-compliance with notice Aug. 1 | Order made for com-
to abate nuisance. pliance.

2 | Exposing for sale unsound| June 23 | Fined £2 10s.
meat.

3 | Exposing for sale unsound June 23 | Fined £2 10s.
meat.

4 | Aiding and abetting cases | June 23 | Fined £I.
Nos. 3 and 4.

5 | Selling Milk deficient in fat | Aug. 25 | Case dismissed.

6 | Selling Milk deficient in fat | Sept. 1 | Fined /5.

7 | Selling Milk deficient in fat | Sept. 22 | Case dismissed.

8 | Selling Milk deficient in fat | Sept. 26 | Fined £2.

9 | Exposing for sale unsound| Oct. 20 | Fined £20.
meat

10 | Selling Milk deficient in fat | Oct. 27 | Case dismissed.

11 | Dirty conditions constitu-| Nov. 28 | Order for abatement
ting a nuisance under of nuisance made.
P.H.A. 1875

12 | Selling Milk deficient in fat | Dec. 22 | Case dismissed.

FERTILIZERS AND FEEDING STUFFS ACT, 1906.

The duty of taking samples under this Act devolved
on the Sanitary Inspectors in 1922, The Borough Analyst
was appointed Analyst under the Act.

The following is a list of the samples, together with the
Analyst’s report on the same taken during 1924,
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The following diseases were notifiable in 1924 .
Under the Original Notification Act, 1889 :

Small Pox. Cholera,
Diphtheria. Erysipelas.
Plague, Typhus.

Relapsing Fever.
By Orders since :
Tuberculosis (all forms).
Ophthalmia Neonatorum.
Cerebro Spinal Fever,
Acute Poliomyelitis.
Encephalitis Lethargica.

Enteric Fever,
Scarlet Fever.
Continued Fever,

Puerperal Fever.

Influenzal Pnenmonia.
Malaria.

Dvsentery.

Trench Fever.

Acute Pneumonia.

Copies of this list were supplied to each Medical

Practitioner.

NOTIFICATIONS OF INFEcTIOUS DisEAsEs, 1924,

| Fe- No. |Deaths of
: Males. | males. | Total. | Isolated. | notihed
| . . Cases.
Scarlet Fever R (e [ U g =
|

Diphtheria bl 10 14 14 i
Enteric Fever | 4 7 11 8 -
Acute Influenzal Pneu- G 10 16 1 5

moni:a .
Acute Primary Pneu- 15 9 24 - 3

monia '
Erysipelas 7 5 12 | 5 =
Ophthalmia Neona- 2 1 3 = LR

torum : , |
Malaria |4 - 4| — —
Dysentery — 1 1 — o
Encephalitis Lethargica 4 | 1 5 | 1 2
Cerebro Spinal — | 2 2 - - 2

Meningitis | i
Puerperal Fever ) Q— 2 2 1 —
Acute Anterior | — 1 — —

Poliomyelitis |
Totals | s2| 572 | 119 | 57 I 12
|
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DIPHTHERIA,

The extraordinary freedom of the Borough from
Diphtheria also continued in 1924, the number of cases
being far the lowest recorded and 78 below the previous ten
years average per annum. Nine of the 14 cases were in
non-residents from one Institution and due to the admission
there of a carrier case. The extinction of this outbreak was
troublesome,

ExTERIC FEVER.

A peculiar re-crudescence of this disease occurred.
The patients were all isolated cases coming for the most
part from good houses, in various parts of the Borough.
One was a non-resident sent in from Berwick to the Princess
Alice Hospital.

The dates of notification, sex and ages of the other ten,
were as follows :—

1. Jan. 26th. .. Male %k o aged 8
2. Jam. 26th; .. Female .. s R
3. April 26th. .. Female .. b .. 45
4, July 10th, .. Female .. i o LS
5. July 18th. .. Male = b .w
6. Juby 21st. .. Male .. s -
7. July 22nd. .. Female .. o S
8. Sept. 28th. .. Female .. = L
9. Oct. 10th .. Female .. o Lt o
10, ‘Oct, 15th. .. Female .. 5 Fio 4

Cases 1 and 2 were children in the same house, one
from Malay two months previously. The symptoms were
vague but blood cultures shewed Paratyphoid B.

Case 3 was a Nurse who had attended cases, none found
to be Enteric. She also was a case of Paratyphoid B.

Case 4 was a School girl. Paratyphoid B.

Case 5 a little child. Paratyphoid B.

Case 6 a youth working on a farm. Variety of Typhoid
not tested.

Case 7 a servant., Variety of Typhoid not tested.

Case 8 a child. Paratyphoid B.

Case 9 a woman without occupation. Paratvphoid B.

Case 10 a girl visitor. Paratyphoid B.
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OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Three cases occurred as follows, one being in a Midwife's
practice :—

Treated.
Age | No. of . Vision | Vision | Total
Group. | Cases | At In Unim- | Im- | Blind- | Deaths.
Notified Home. | Haospital. | paired. p;,i.ire{l,| ness,
Under | {
| 3 J ' - 3 —_ | = —
year. J | i

THE Nox-NoOTIFIABLE [NFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The most important of these are Measles, Whooping
Cough, and Infantile Diarrhcea.

There was no serious epidemic of these diseases for
the deaths registered were as follows :—

Measles o Ly o LA
Whooping Cough 37 e e o3
Iharrheea it o S e 0

The absence of any death from Diarrhcea is most
noteworthy and has not happened in any previous year
since records have been kept. We owe this to the wet
and cold summer to a great extent.

One of the persons dying from Whooping Cough was
over 80 vears of age.

There were some cases of Mumps and many of Chicken
Pox amongst school children. There were 20 cases of
Ringworm reported in fifteen families.

LABORATORY WORK.
WATER,

Analyses by Borough Analyst including Bacteriological 5
Ditto by Company’s Analyst e vy, B
Weekly by Medical Officer of Health {part:a] nnl},r} e B0






1 1
] 3 3
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week. The cost of foods for patients and stafl amounted
to 12/1 per head per week,

LANGNEY HospPiTAL.—Nett cost, {188,

This Hospital was thoroughly repaired and put in order
during 1924, The ward has been in danger from sea erosion
and will cost a fair amount during the current year.

AcCACIA ViLLAa.—Nett cost, £51.

The total nett cost on the rates for these Hospitals was
£5,582, |

NoTE.—These estimated costs are calculated on actual
expenditure up to near the end of the period and the
Borough Treasurer’s estimates for the remainder,

DISINFECTION.

The methods of disinfection emploved are the same as
in previous years,

For clothing, bedding, ete., superheated steam (Temp.
260° F.) in a Washington Lyon Disinfecting Machine is
used.

For articles such as furs, boots, etc., that will not stand
superheated steam, washing with Formalin or other dis-
infectant solution is emploved,

For rooms and houses, fumigation with Formalin Gas
by means of various lamps is sometimes used, but more often,
and especially in Tuberculosis, a sprayer is used for Formalin
or other solution, such as Izal, McDougall's, or Lawes’ Fluid.

Re-papering, re-painting, lime-washing, and much soap
and water cleansing after the spraying or fumigation by the
disinfectant gas are the methods chiefly relied on.

After Consumption, the usual form of disinfection
carried out or suggested has been wet dusting by dusters
wrung out of strong disinfectant, especially Formalin, Izal,
etc., but general disinfection is done also. Disinfection
after Cancer is also done on request being made, in the hope
that it may be of some use in preventing spread.

The disinfection of infected houses or rooms is always
done by the Sanitary Inspectors or one particular man in the
Sanitary Department under their immediate instructions.,












——
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Total ﬂttendam:cs', 1,507 (1,247). Males, 1,017 (791) ;
Females, 490 (441).

In-patients.—One man and one woman were sent to
the Lock Hospital, London. Aggregate in-patient days,
82 (196).

Pathological Work.—This was carried out at the Patho-

logical Department, Princess Alice Hospital, by Dr. Shera.
The following examinations were made :—

Number Fee
Nature of Test. of per Cost,
Tests. Test.
L s d
1 For Detection of Spirochetes—
For Treatment Centre .. — —_— _
For Practitioners i 1 /8 0 3 6
For Detection of Gonococci—
For Treatment Centre .. 35 36 BRER
For Practitioners S 25 3/6 4 7 6
For Wassermann Reaction—
For Treatment Centre .. 83 5/)- 20 15 0
For Practitioners 2 61 3f— 15§ 5 0
Other Examinations—
For Treatment Centre — —_ e
For Practitioners — —- —-
Total =5 = 205 - 46 13 6

The arsenobenzol compounds used in the treatment of
syphilis were Nowvarsenobillon (N.A.B.), Stabilarsan, and
Sulfarsenol, the latter chiefly for children. The dosage was
usually as follows :—N.A.B. and Stabilarsan, 0.15 to 0.75
grammes ; Sulfarsenol, 2.5 to 40 centigrammes. In primary
and secondary cases, two full courses of ten doses with three
weeks' iodides were given and three weeks' rest between.
In tertiary cases two full courses and, if necessary, short
courses of six N.A.B., etc., were given at three months’
intervals witch iodides.
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Classification an Classification on
admission during 1924, discharge.
FEMALES.
Early i . Improved 1
Greatly Improved 8
Stationary .. 2
In Hospital at end of
1924 . . 1
Fatal .. i 2
Intermediate i ) Improved = e
Greatly Improved 6
Stationary 1
Worse .. : Co, e
In Hospital at end of
1924 . . o e
IFatal 1
Advanced 5 Worse .. G =y e il
In Hospital at end of
1924 .. o .
Fatal .. s e

Of the 118 new cases notified, 56 received institutional
treatment during the year. Thirty-four received treatment
in the Council's own Tuberculosis Hospital, namely, the
Gildredge Hospital and 6 others were provided treatment
by the Council in other Institutions. Of the remaining 16
cases, 6 received treatment in the Guardians Institution,
3 in the Princess Alice Hospital and 1 by the Ministry of
Pensions in their own Hospital at Orpington. The treatment
for the remaining 6 cases was not made through the Council.

This Hospital is practically always full. It takes all
varieties of cases, mostly advanced, and is strictly a Hospital
and not a Sanatorium. Its accommodation is just equal
to Eastbourne requirements; occasionally a bed is vacant,
and occasionally there is a waiting case, generally the
former.

From April 1st, 1924, to March 31st, 1925, there were

7,825 patient days. The Hospital cost £2 16s. 10d. per head
per week ; deducting capital charges, £2 11s. 9d. per week.
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Number,
Form M.5.D. 81.—Admission to Hospital or
Sanatorium i ; 17
Form M.S.D. 28. Hmp1tal or H'ma.mrmm *Irmtv
ment o A 14
Form M.S.D. 8l1. -—Tn,atment mmbmf-d w;t}
Training 3
Form M.S.D. 118, P:lrl: IT1. —Treatment Lomlnm,d
with Training .. 3
Form M.S.D. 80. —Certmcatt of Death at Hmpltdl
or Sanatorium .. g o o ¥ 2
Total e Sx e - .. O07F

EXTRA NOURISHMENT.
Ex-service persons receive extra nourishment inde-
pendently of the Council.
Council assistance :—

Seven males and 11 females were receiving extra
nourishment on the 31st December, 1923.

The amount of expenditure from lst January to 3lst
December, 1924, has amounted to £74 2s. 9d. which is
equivalent to £1 3s. 8d. per thousand of the population of
the Borough per annum. The total number of persons
assisted during this period was 33 and the number of
orders issued, 253. The amount of expenditure permitted
by the Ministry is £2 for every 1,000 of the population.

CHILDREN’S TUBERCULOSIS CLINIC.
Tuurspays, 2.30 p.m.
Mepicar OfFFIceRr : Dr. E. H. B. CoGHILL.

Attendances, 165 of 47 children. 0Old cases, 27 ;
new cases, 20.

Suffering from Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 14, and from
Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 7. (Glands, 2; Hip, 1;
Anklg, 1; Abdomen, 2; Ears, 1). The remainder were
contacts for examinarion.
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GENERAL PARTICULARS.

The work is carried on in close co-operation with the
other Hospitals and with the Clinics.

The Dispensary at the Town Hall is the centre from
which the work is carried on,

Arrangements are made whereby the Tuberculosis
Officer receives quarterly medical reports as to insured
persons suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis.  During 1924
the number of insured persons notified by medical prac-
titioners was 40. Twenty-four primary reperts were received
in respect of some of these cases, a few were visitors, and as
regards the remainder the conditions of the patients were
known to the Tuberculosis Officer. Thirty-two quarterly
reports were received in respect of 15 cases.

The following up of doubtful cases is done by the Medical
Officers and the Nurse, and contacts are examined at the
Dispensary and in the Clinics.

Diagnosis was aided in some cases by the X-Rays.
Dr. Donnellan assists occasionally in difficult throat cases.

Dr. Muir Smith has continued to use Tuberculin
treatment in selected cases, and is well satisfied with his
results.

Dental treatment at the local hospital is kindly carried
out by Mr. Turner.

The local Surgical Aid Society has been of assistance in
helping to provide surgical apparatus. There has been no
difficulty in this respect.

The want of snitable occupation for cases after leaving
Sanatoria is badly felt locally. The general imperfection in
respect of after-care schemes of the Country generally is
reflected in Eastbourne.

No home shelters have been applied for. No special
occupation locally is concerned with the incidence of Tuber-
culosis.

The Open-Air School is acting as a useful preventive of
Tuberculosis. The number of children taken there is 75.
No case of actual pulmonary tuberculosis is taken.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

The Statutory Committee is a Sub-Committee of the
Sanitary and Public Health Committee, and is composed of
six members of that Committee, another Alderman of the
Council, and two co-opted ladies. Councillor Miss Hudson
is in the Chair of this Committee.

The Centre at which the work is co-ordinated is at the
Town Hall.

(@) A MoTHERS' AND INFANTS' CLINIC is held at the

Town Hall at 2 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays.

Dr. E. H. B. Coghill is the medical attendant
of the Clinic, and Miss R. Clark the Superintendent
Nurse.

The work of the Clinic includes advice to
mothers, and attention to minor ailments of infants
and children under schocl age for which ordinary
medical attention is rarely, if ever, obtained. The
work is mainly preventive, and infraction of the
work of medical practitioners is avoided. Cases
are sometimes referred to them, and wvice versa.
Short demonstrations in such matters as washing
and dressing infants are given. Light refreshments
are provided by some ladies kindly interested in
the Clinic. The infants are regularly weighed, and
advice 1s given on matters concerning both infants
and mothers.

The attendances at the Clinic in 1924 were
5,248 of 862 children, 505 under two years of age,
and 357 aged three and four vears ; the attendances
in the previous year were 4,111 ; 72 mothers
attended for advice on 101 occasions.

The staff at the Clinic included the Super-
intendent Nurse, Miss R. Clark, and Nurses
Simmonds, Forward and Curtis. These Nurses
were also engaged in home visiting.

(6) Home VisiTiNG.—The Borough is divided for this

purpose into three districts, each having its own
Nurse Visitor. The visits paid numbered 9,602,
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Some of these cases were serious and
demonstrate the value of Ante-Natal work.

(d) Foop was distributed in 1924 in the form of dried

or new milk for nursing mothers and young children.

The various “Orders” of the Ministry of Health

were carried out during the year. In connection

with milk distribution, the scale of income adopted

in accordance with Circular 185 of 3lst March,
1921, was as follows :—

Number in Milk at Half
Family. Free Milk. Cost.
s d. s d.
1 7 0 S 0
& 7 0 5 0
3 7 0 8 0
4 6 6 7 6
D 6 6 e Ak
G 6 6 7 6
7 6 0 T,
ol 6 0 7 0
G 6 0 7 0
10 3 G 6 6
11 9 6 6 06
12 5 6 6 6

Applicants for milk are required to fill up a
form giving particulars of their income and rent
paid. These forms are considered by a small
Sub-Committee, including a member of the
Maternity and Child Welfare Committee, and milk
granted in accordance with the above scale.

The milk is supplied under a Contract with a
local firm.

(i) New Milk.—

The total amount for which orders were given
was 10,149 pints, or an increase on the previous
vear of 2,976 pints. Great care had to be exercised
to be sure that necessitous cases got the milk, and
that, on the other hand, none was given in
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at any one time up to twelve months from the date
of birth.

Bell Hostel —This Hostel provided a local
means of dealing with unmarried mothers. The
premises are excellent for the purpose, and the
Committee carries out most useful work. During
1924, two confinements took place in the Hostel.

The charges to the Council were as follows :—
25/~ per week until the mothers went to work,
then 20/- per week.

The one Municipal case remaining in the
Hostel on 1st January, 1924, left at the expira-
tion of eight months from the date of admission,
but the baby was maintained for a further four
months. Three new cases were sent in and are
still in the Home.

The Authority contributed for a time, and is
still contributing towards the maintenance of
one baby in the Home.

The Authority undertook the maintenance
for 3 weeks at the Brighton Hospital for Women
of an Eastbourne mother who was admitted there
after an accident.

There is a small Committee originally formed
in 1920, linking the work of the Hostel, the
Guardians and this Authority, so as to give a
guiding hand to such cases from before “confine-
ment”’ onwards. This was re-organised in 1923.

(g) MuxnicipaL MATERNITY HoME, 9 UPPERTON ROAD.—
This Home has continued to be a great success
under the care of Miss Macintosh, the Matron.
During the vear, 20.99%,, as compared with 17.69,
in 1923, and 13.3%, in 1922 of all the births in the
Borough took place there. There are ten maternity
beds.

One hundred and forty-three mothers were
admitted for confinement and 144 children were
born of whom_13 died and 2 were still born.
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5. Number of cases notified as puerperal sepsis with result
of treatment in each case, Nil.

6. Number of cases in which temperature rose above 100.4
for 24 hours, with rise of pulse rate (Influenza 1: Cause
not ascertained, 1), 2.

7. Number of cases notified as ophthalmia neonatorum, with
regult of treatment in each case, Nil.

8. Number of cases of “inflammation of the eyes’” however
slight, Nil.

9, Number of infants not entirely breast fed while in the
Institution, with reasons why they were not breast fed.
(Mother suffering from tuberculesis, 1: Insufficient
milk, 1}, 2

10. Number of maternal deaths, with causes, 2.

Embolism of pulmonary artery on .eleventh day of

puerperium, l.
Ante Partum Hazmorrhage, Heart Failure, 1.

11, Number of foetal deaths (still-born or within 10 days of
birth) and their caunses, and the results of the post-
mortem examination, if obtainable -—

Still-born .
Prematurity ora s
Immatunty .. ‘s [
Developmental rleiurm[tw
Albuminuria asthenia
Atelectasis : asphyxia :
Congenital occlusion of the :::r:ac-plubuq 1|1d
duodenum i 32 3% e 1
— 15

Number of cases remaining in the Home on 31st December,

1924, 6

The infant mortality rate for the first fortnight
after birth in the Home was 55.5 per 1,000 births,

One mother was transferred to All Saints’
Convalescent Home for a period of Convalescence
on being discharged from the Home.

el e el

The Home has been sanctioned as a Training
Centre for Midwives, and particulars as to this
branch of the work are as follows :—Four Nurses
after training, sat for and obtained their C.M.B.
Certificates. Three other resident pupils were
taken and are receiving their tuition.

For ante-natal work see section (¢).

The patients are attended by their own
Medical Attendant if they wish ; otherwise by the
Matron and Staff.






1 ! \!
1 1 1 A RIS B : LI
T s i} 1 ] | N T 111 1es J laTall
[ | [ 3 l 11 LHAEE g
31 ] [ -
Fabnee b : .
| | .







856

For the infant—
Feebleness .k . e
Crippled Hands = 3 = ol
Discharge of Eye 1
The scale of fees arranged by the Ministrv of
Health was adhered to and in most cases refunded
amounts were obtained from the patients.

(k) Homg HELP.—The Home Help (Mrs. Hicks)
attended 63 cases during the vear, viz., 31 homes
for household duties in maternity cases and 32
homes for ordinary relief work (for expectant or
nursing mothers or during illness of children).
Her salary is 35/ per week. Very useful work has
been accomplished.

(/) HospitaL AccoMMoDATION.—*The Borough Hos-
pital provides accommaodation for Puerperal Fever,
Ophthalmia, Measles and other infectious ailments,

The Princess Alice Memorial Hospital provides
for abnormal confinements.

*The Maternity Home at 9 Upperton Road
provides for normal confinements in married
women only.

*The Infants’ Home at the same address
provides for babies with certain ailments, such as
malnutrition, which can only with difficulty and
imperfectly be dealt with in the homes.

The Bell Hostel, Salehurst Road, provides
for unmarried mothers and their infants.
*Municipal Hospitals.

(m) cRECHE.—The Christ Church Creche in Rylstone
Road for 16 children is subsidised by the Local
Authority up to £300 per annum. Councillor
Miss Hudson represents the Authority on the
Committee. The Medical Officer of Health and
Assistant Medical Officer of Health are the Medical
advisers.
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2. Small Pox Hospital, 18 beds, not used since 1902,
but kept in readiness.

3. Acacia Villa for isolation during disinfection of
houses, 4 beds.

4. Tuberculosis Hospital, 24 beds, 12 for Males and 12
for Females : Medical Attendant: Dr. W. Mur
Smith.

5. Maternity and Child Welfare Hospital, 10 maternity
beds, 18 infants' beds; Medical Officers: Dr.
E. H. B. Coghill and private Practitioners. Con-
sulting Surgeon : Mr. A. H. Crook, F.R.C.S.

The Medical Officer of Health is the administrative
Officer of these Hospitals under the Sanitary and Public
Health Committee, and also personally attends the patients
in the first three.

Their use has been described in the Report.

2. OOTHERS.

1. Princess Alice Memorial Hospital —(General—70 beds.

(Number being increased).
Leaf Hospital (Homceopathic), 15 beds, and out-patients.
Ophthalmic Hospital, 6 beds, and out-patients.
All Saints” Convalescent Home.
Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital, 11 beds and out-patients.
Guardians’ Institution {Infirmary).

The Bell Hostel and Creche are referred to in the
Maternity and Child Welfare section of this Report.

The amount of Poor Law Relief expended for the
year ending September 30th, 1924, was £12,998 (which
included relief to Unemployed), as compared with £10,107,
for the year ending 30th September, 1923. In addition,
the Guardians paid £1,849 in wages for relief work on their
agricultural ground.

DY

BATHS.
SEASIDE BATHS.

These were opened in 1903. There are six baths for
men and six for women.
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Income. Expenditure. Dehcit Capital Charges
{in addition).
Seaside  £497  £920 (423 [145
Old Town £768  [1134  £366 £258

The deficit on the Seaside Baths is about the same as in
1923, that on the Old Town Baths was reduced by £156.

MUNICIPAL CLEANSING STATION.

One bath and disinfector is pfovided. It was used by
46 persons during 1924, mainly verminous children.

THE LOCAL ACTS AND ADOPTIVE ACTS
in force in the district are as follows :—

Eastbourne Improvement Acts, 1879 and 1885,

Eastbourne Corporation Acts, 1902 and 1911.

ADOPTED ACTS.

Baths and Wash-houses Acts, 1846 to 1889,

Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889.

Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 1890, sections
1to4,6,7,.9 12to 16, and 18 to 24.

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890, Parts I.,
II., III., IV. and V.

Public Libraries Act, 1892,

Notification of Births Act, 1907,

*Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, sections
17, 21, 22, 27 (temporary buildings for territorial
force excepted), 28 and 33 of Part II., sections
35 (subject to first proviso to &. 92 of Public Health
Act, 1875), 36, 37, and 46 of Part III., sections
92, 54, 55, 57, 58, 59 (except as to libraries outside
the district), 60, 62, 63, 64, 65 and 68 of Part
IV., Part V., Part VI., Part VII., sec. 81, 85 and
86, of Part IX., and sec. 92, 93, 94 and 95 of Part X.

The Health Resorts and Watering Places Act, 1921.

These are for the most part administered by the Sanitary
Authority through the Public Health Department.

* The following provisions of the Eastbourne Improvement Act,
1883, are repealed by the Order applying this Act, viz. . —
Sect. 90 and Sect. 92 so far as the latter relates to any
purpose of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907.
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The number of persons per occupied house at the Census
of 1921 was 6.3 ; in 1911, 5.8.

As regards the hut tenements, their condition is not
satisfactory as permanent residences, and it will be better
when they can be abandoned. They continue to fill a gap as
regards housing, which is serious, but should, I consider, be
abandoned as they become gradually vacant.

Unsatisfactorv as they are, the occupants have been
only too glad to get them, and there are at present 249
families awaiting a chance to get one.

The housing measures taken by the Authoritv included
a temporary and permanent scheme.

(¢) TEMPORARY.

Provision of hut tenements in a vacated Army Camp at
Victoria Drive. The first of these was occupied on May
26th, 1919. The highest number occupied was 188 tene-
ments. A number of huts have had to be removed for the
progress of the permanent building scheme on the same site.

Nearly all the huts are divided into two tenements of
two, three or four rooms. .

(6) PERMANENT.

The first and completed part of the Municipal Housing
Scheme provided 178 houses, 110 at the Archery and 68 at
Victoria Drive. The last of these was occupied on August
15th, 1921.

The second part provided for 33 additional houses at
Victoria Drive, 17 parlour and 16 non-parlour houses.
The first of these was occupied on 25th December, 1922, the
last on the 14th May, 1923. Total, 211.

The third part of the Municipal Housing Scheme provides
for the erection of an additional 100 houses at Victoria
Drive ; these were commenced on 21st August, 1923,
and at the end of the year 1924, 20 were occupied.

Seven police dwellings were completed and also four
Municipal dwellings in connection with small holdings.

The system of allotment of houses to applicants primarily
takes into consideration the number of children and the
conditions under which the applicants are living. Other
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BYE-LAWS.

There has been no difficulty with regard to these.

The Sanitary Inspectors carry out the housing duties
in regard to existing houses, under the Medical Officer of
Health, and the Sanitary and Public Health Committee.

APPENDIX.

1. Unfit dwelling houses.
Inspection. (1) Total number of dwelling houses
inspected for housing defects (under Public
Health or Housing Acts) .. =5 e 2185

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were in-
spected and recorded under the Housing
(Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910 .. —

(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as
to be unfit for human habitation .. =3 25

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-heading)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit
for human habitation. . o~ e S v

2. Remedy of Defects without service of formal
Notices.
Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authoritv or their Officers .. .. 944

3. Action under Statutory Powers.
(@) Proceedings under Section 28 of the Housing,

Town Planning, etc., Act, 1919 :—
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect
of which notices were served requiring
repairs .. : 3 40
(2) Number of (1we111ng hnusea w In-::h were
rendered fit :(—
(a) Bv owners . 35
(6) By lLocal *’xuthﬂntt in defdult
of owners > ik e -
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BLIND PERSONS.

When the Blind Persons Act, 1920, became law the
Council appointed a Statutory Committee to administer its
provisions. This Committee includes six members of the
Council and four co-opted members, one of the latter being
nominated by the Board of Guardians.

The Committee’s scheme approved by the Ministry
was published in my report for 1921,

During 1924, the Committee’s visitor has paid frequent
visits to all cases except those who did not wish attention,
an her report is as follows :—

The work of visiting and helping the Blind has been
more effectively carried out during the last year that in
either of the previous ones. The Social Welfare Com-
mittee has been most energetic in finding regular visitors
for those of the blind who appreciate being read to,
taken for walks, ete., and in many cases gifts of clothes
and little luxuries bave given much pleasure.

During the year, Alderman Simmons has enter-
tained the Blind on the Pier and at Horeham Road,
for the latter excursion Mrs. Garton Jenkins provided
a motor coach and this greatly added to the enjoyment
of everyone.

Miss Ainsworth’s pupils for Braille have numbered
seven, one of whom is an old lady of 73 and she is
making great progress. Three are deaf as well as
blind, but they are getting on slowly but surely.

The Social Welfare Committee has been suffi-
ciently in funds to make small weekly grants in nine
cases where the weekly income was less than f1.
Funds have been greatly helped by a grant from the
Local Flag Dav and a substantial gift through Miss
Thornton. Members of the Committee have been
energetic in collecting from their friends.

I have been able to keep in touch with all the Blind
by various methods as a number of them cannot be
visited in their own homes. The number of visits
paid is approximately 153.

M. R. APPS, Vistlor.
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One case was sent to the London Association Home
for the Blind for instruction on 31st January, and remained
until 19th May, but it was found that he was unsuitable for
training.

During 1924, materials for basket making and chair
caning were supplied in five cases.

Assistance with regard to clothing was given in one
case.

The Local Committee keeps in touch with the Metro-
politan and Adjacent Counties Association for the Blind.

The amount expended under the scheme for the year
1924 has been £61 and a provision of £90 has been made in
the estimates for 1925.

In addition to the Statutory Committee which has
been appointed under the Act, a Voluntary Committee was
also re-formed in 1921 to look after the social interests of the
blind, and to give temporary assistance both monetary
and otherwise, which would not be provided under the Act.

This Committee has undertaken individual social
visiting and entertainments have been given.

At the Free Library there are books in Braille which
are changed as required, but the Council makes a grant to
the National Lending Library for the Blind in London,
and it has been found more convenient to change books
direct. Of the Eastbourne blind, 27 can read DBraille,
and arrangements are made to teach others if required.

During the vear the Council allowed 37 of the blind
free 'bus tickets and free chair tickets for the Parade.

Home training arrangements are not vet satisfactorily
completed in the Home Counties. The Council has arranged
to combine, if possible, with neighbouring districts for
efficient home teaching. A blind teacher has given some
lessons to 5 persons,


















