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To His Worship the Mayor and to the Aldermen and Councillors
of the County Borough of Eastbourne.

(GENTLEMEN,

In accordance with the instructions of the Local
Government Board I have the honour of submitting herewith
my Twenty-fifth Annual Report on the Healthof Eastbourne,
including the Vital Statistics and the work of the Department
for 1918.

The Vital Statistics are unsatisfactory, in that the
birth-rate is exceeded by the death-rate. This is due to the
very great diminution of the birth-rate ; the death-rate was
also somewhat above the average.

The war, though partly responsible for the low birth-
rate, is not altogether so, for in pre-war years the birth-rate
was steadily diminishing ; so much so that in each year the
number of children in the Elementary Schools has been
decreasing instead of increasing.

It is to be hoped that the Birth-rate Commission will
devise some means of arresting the race suicide of the
English Nation. It ought to be a simple matter to remove
some of the obstacles to successfully bringing up children.
As a local measure it is to be hoped the Council will make
the possession of a family a reason for giving special
priority in obtaining a municipal house, rather than making
it a barrier, as it is in the present system of private owner-
ship. 1

A very satisfactory feature of 1918 has been the marked
comparative absence of infectious disease.

Another important feature has been the establishment
of a Statutory Maternity and Child Welfare Committee
with increased powers, which the Council has arranged to
use most fully. Two more Health Visitors have been
appointed in connection with this work.






NATURAL CONDITIONS OF THE DISTRICT.

——— =

PHYSICAL FEATURES.

THE Borough of Eastbourne, situated in Lat. 50° 46’ and

Long. 0° 17" E, was incorporated in June, 1883. On
April 1st, 1911, Hampden Park was added and the Borough
became a County Borough.

The acreage is 6,833; of this 19 acres are inland water
and 332 acres foreshore.

Only about one-third of the acreage is built over, the
remainder is mainly Downs and agricultural land.

The Borough is situate on and at the foot of the Eastern
slope of the South Downs. The highest point is 590 feet
above sea level on the Downs; the portion covered by
houses varies from 150 feet above to 4 feet below sea level.
The Downs shelter the town from the West and South-West.

The front of the town is open to the sea facing South
and South-East, and this ensures a very large amount of
sunshine, as is shown by the sunshine record.

One of the most satisfactory characteristics of East-
bourne is the large extent of the Borough compared with
the number of its houses and population. The large extent
and number of open spaces and gardens conduce to its
healthiness.

With the large extent of free and open sea front along
the South and South-East and the Downs on the South-
West and West free and open to the public, Eastbourne is
well provided with open space around it.






















































































































































