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from West to East to about Bourne Street, where it narrows
again until it ends about half-a-mile East of the Pier. The
remainder of Eastbourne in the Fast is on alluvium and on the
beach.

Of the Four Wards, the whole of the West Ward; and, with
a very small exception, the whole of St. Mary’s Ward is on
chalk ; the East Ward is to a small extent on chalk and
greensand, but mainly on alluvium and shingle; the Central
‘Ward is on chalk pincipally, but also on alluvium, and, to some
extent, on greensand and clay.

In the valleys the chalk and greensand are covered by
valley gravel,

Meteorology.

The Meteorology of the Borough is carefully recorded in
Mr. Sheward's Annual Report where full details can be obtained.
Some of the data have been arranged in a table in the Appendix;
a coloured chart is also given there, showing in a graphic manner
some of the items and the deaths week by week. Among the
special features of the meteorology of 1898 were the small rain-
fall, the high mean temperature in the winter months both of air
and sea, and the large amount of sunshine. There were but
71 sunless days during 1808.

Water Supply.

The sources of the Water Supply of Eastbourne are now
three in number, viz. : Friston, Holywell (including the Warren),
and Wannock. The fourth source referred to last vyear,
Bedford Well, has been abandoned towards the close of the
year, though for most of 1898 some water from that source was
needed to maintain what always exists, viz.: a constant supply at
a good pressure,

The three sources referred to above form the new water-
works which were necessary owing to the Borough having out-
grown the possibilites of supply from Bedford Well. This latter
source of supply through over-pumping and consequent salinity
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1808, and owing to the increase of population a re-arrange-
ment became necessary. Collection of refuse is now made once
weekly in all houses, and should be made twice weekly in
summer ; this is now done at some of the larger premises.

Population.

At this distance of time from the census year it is difficult
to obtain an accurate estimate as to the number of the popula-
lation. In tabulating returns and calculating rates of mortality,
birth rates, &c., it is essential for accuracy that the number of
the population should be as exact as possible.

The first and principal method of estimating the number of
a population is that of the Registrar-General. This method is
based on the assumption that the rate of growth of population is
still the same as it was in the previous intercensal period, and
though this is liable to inaccuracy through various fallacies, it is
the most reliable method as a rule. By this method of calculation
the population in the middle of 1898 was 48,g910—that is to say,
that if the population of Eastbourne increased after 1891 at the
same rate as it increased from 1881 to 1891, the population in the
middle of 1898 was 48,910. This is the number that the
Registrar-General uses in his returns and calculations.

The obvious fallacy in the above method of calculation is
that probably Eastbourne has not grown at such a phenomenal
rate since 1891t as it did between 1881 and 18g1. Certainly the .
number of houses has not increased as rapidly. Calculating
strictly according to the new houses since the Census and the
population per house shewn at the census, the population would
be about 44,000. After comparing the various methods, I find
it probable that the population in 1898 was about 45,500, and it
is that number on which the rates in this report are calculated.
By taking a lower figure than the Registrar-General’s estimate,
in the case of the death-rate, for instance, the worst is given and
the death-rate not made out any lighter than it really is. In this
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Sanitary Authority incidentally such as when they are prevailing
to a large degree. There was a small Whooping Cough
epidemic in Upperton in March and April,- and Measles was
epidemic in Meads in March and April, 1898, both in private
and elementary schools, the type being very mild. Holy Trinity
Infants’ School was closed for Measles in October from the 10th
onwards. Whitley Road Infants’ School was closed for Measles
from November 7th onwards. All Souls’ and Christ Church
Infants’ Schools were also closed towards the end of the year.
These non-notifiable diseases are dealt with later in this report.
DisiNFECTION.

In every case of an infected house or room the necessary
disinfection has been carried out by the Sanitary Inspectors or
their Assistants. Disinfection left to the occupant of the house,
unless he by chance happens to be skilled, is a farce, and should
not be countenanced by any Sanitary Authority. The directions
of the Medical Practitioner attending may be all right, but the
methods of carrying them out by amateurs are generally very
incomplete.

With go per cent. of the patients removed to the Infectious
Diseases Hospitals disinfection can be carried out in a very
thorough way. Even in the best managed household and with
the best assistance, it is a practical impossibility to thoroughly
and entirely isolate a case of Scarlet Fever, for instance, for six
or seven weeks at home and then to make sure of disinfecting
every place where the patient has been and everything he has
touched.

Disinfection of rooms has been carried out by re-papering,
lime-washing, re-painting, and thoroughly washing with disin-
fectants. Soap and water are excellent means of disinfection—
in fact, for general house work the best.

As an aid to these Perchloride of Mercury is used by means
of Defries’ Patent “ Equifex” Sprayer. In occasional cases
sulphur has been burnt or Sulphur Dioxide used. Disinfection

by ‘“Formalin” gas has also been used to some extent,
-especially after diphtheria.
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