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SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL. Q’ e

....|,-

m OF THE COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH UPON THE HEALTH AND _,.-""

mnmnn OF THE COUNTY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1942,

Tﬁ THE CHAIRMAN Axp MEMBERs oF THE EasT Svssex Covsty Covscir,

Fﬂteenth Annual Repart, and the forty-cighth of the series, on the Health
The Report deals with the calendar vear 1942,

IHcllt]l require that this Report should be prepared in the abridged form which has been
imencement of the war, T am therefore giving only brief comments on matters of special

I, 11, IIT and V)
given in their usual form at the end of the Report,

m decreased from 206,300 in 1941 to 282,000 in 1942, a reduction of 14,300.

H;e County was 16.48 per 1,000 of the estimated population, an increase of 3. 34 over
a rate of 15 & for and and Wales. The live births increased from 3,597 in 1a41
number of illegitimate live births in East Snssex was 350.

ﬁm 14.85 per Imn in 1042, as compared with 14,37 in 1941, The rate for
11 1
y Rate for the Administrative County was only 31.3T per 1000 live births in 1942, as

; -:I':l]d.l The rate for the Wellare Authority area was only 28.83.  The illegitimate
E 1,000 ﬂ]cg}tin'l.ltc live births for the Welfare Authority area and 57.14 in respect

¥y Rate for the Administrative County was 2,89 per 100 live and still births and
uthm.ty area.  The corresponding figures for 1941 were 1.57 and 1.52 respectively,

substantial increase in the maternal mortality rate gives cause for anxiety, but the par-
: been w and the rise would a to be fortuitons and due to
arnbe also, thal ﬂB&lmg with these small numbers, |13 maternal

€ in the calculated matermity mortality rate,

Hlﬂ'n'ms of Teberculosis show a decrease of 25 in 1942 over the previous vear, there
;[mmpﬂmry tuberculosis and two n.dd.lllunal deaths from other tuberculons diseases,
Ilﬁlm pulmonary tuberculosis (103) in 1042, was the lowest recorded during the last
T from other tuberenlous diseases (38) was the highest recorded in the [ast nine years

Pneumonia and other Respiratory Diseases (177 were 73 less than in 141,
> of 43 deaths from Gancer compared with the previons yvear. Deaths from Heart

(See Tables 1V and V.|

s diseases were generally less than in the last three vears.  The notifications of
ed from 1,143 in Ig4r to 370 in ig42.  Reductions occurred also in the incidence
Fever, Puerperal Pyrexia and Measles.  The notifications of Measles dropped from
'_ 1042,

of :lmml.lmmﬁm of children against Diphtheria has been constantly brought to the
ami on the receipt of Circular 2,677 from the Ministry of Health, arrangements were
L to carry out publicity work on behalf of the County Council.
'. the display of posters, group discussions following circulation of literature to
a5 Women's Institutes, etc. Health Visitors were instructed to make special efforts

i immunised and Head Teachers of Elementary Schools were invited to co-
r ol uhﬂdmn immunized in the County in rogz was 4,233 under five
gen:m of immunised children was in the urban districts

,l:]].e Cuckfiel trict, where the returns showed that over go
15 years of age had been immunised since the commencement of the scheme.

nt to District Councils of 50 per cent. of the cost of ammun:.sm.g children
jal amount of grant paid for the financial year 1941-42 was {329 155 11d,






Maternity and Child Welfare.
The Hnt!.'.'mit:.' and Child Welfare Services continued to be fully maintained throughout the whole of
the year 1g42.

Only two Infant Welfare Centres remained closed at the end of the vear—Copthome, because the premises
had been requisitioned and another hall could not be found, and Winchelsea because of air raids, At the
end of the year, 58 centros were functioning, 52 being established by volunary committees and 6 by the
Connty Council. This number includes two new centres which were opened during the vear at Bodiam and
Flimwell.

The Infant Health Visitor, seconded by the Borongh of Islington for work amongst evacuees in September,
returned 1o Lumlun: in May, 1942, leaving one London Health Visitor in the County. A County Welfare
#hr was appointed in July, rg42.  Her work is in connection with the welfare of children billeted undes
the Gung_mmmi Evacuation Scheme and this is carried out in close co-operation with the Women's Voluntary

Services.

There are now four War-time Nurseries established in the County—at Burgess Hill, Crowborough, East
Grinstead and Hurstpierpoint, These Nurseries are chiefly intended to enable mothers with young children
to undertake work of national importance. During the vear th-e East {-rmsm*ul. War-time Nurscry was trans-
fprnd,h more suitable accommodation at premises known as ' * The Stream,” Felbridge., A second residential
nursery was established during the year at Horsted Place, near Uckficld, This Nursery accommodates 21
children between the ages of & to § vears of the Roman Catholic faith,

j.m-!]gmtmn of adjacent District Nursing Associations in areas which could be nursed efficiently by
;m,pﬁi nursing staff with motor transport was continued. Two amalgamations were effected—in one
ﬂ.ﬁ four single districts being involved and substituted by a single district, that of the Worth District Nursing
mm, with three nurses. The nomber of Nursing Associations in the County is now 5q, emploving
-grm.

the year the C.u-:ls'.ﬁeld Emergency Hospital was requisitioned for military purposes, and premises
ey e

.kmmn Chownes Mead," Haywards Heath, were provided and adapted as a Maternity Unit by the Public
Assistance Committee,

Two additional Eml:rgcnl:y Nurses were engaged during the vear by the East Sussex County Nursing
.Em making six in all.

m number of certified midwives who notified their inténtion to practise, cither temporarily or per-
in the area for which the {mlnty Council are responsible, was 161, At the end of the year there

mp:t:ﬁed midwives on the register. Following the arrangements made for constal evacuation, ex-

peuhnt mqth:rs were provided with maternity hospital accommedation in safer areas, Five cases of
ia necnatorum were notilied during the year in the Maternity and Child Welfare area ;2 of these
mjmteﬂ in hw i no impairment of vision was reported in any case.  Twentv-three cases of puerperal
. were. OF these, 15 received treatment in Ims].utal dnd B in ihcu W ]mmm Mo death

ﬂl‘ltht A8t December, 1o42, there were 311 children and 181 foster parents on the Child Life Protection
1,082 visits were made during the vear by the Infant Protection Visitors and District Nurses,

Five applications for the registration of premises as Nursing Homes under Part ¥1 of the Public Health
Act, 1936, were received, all of which were granted. Nine Homes were closed voluntanly, and at the end of
the year there were 40 Homes on the County Register,

~ Maternity Hospital treatment was provided under the County Scheme for 1011 women, 19 of whom
were admitted to the Emergency Maternity Home at Oll Surrey Hall, Felbridge as evacuees from coastal
areas.

Welfare of the Blind.

There were 575 blind’ persons on the Register of the East Sussex Association for the Blind on jrst
Dmmher 1042, an increase of 18, as com with 1941, There were also 153 persons on the Association’s
ﬂbsﬂ'l"atiﬂn List ™ for possille trnatm!nt for prevention of blindnesz—11 more than in 1941, The Associa-
tion's Report for the year ending 315t March, 1943, shows that regular weekly grants were being made to
245 unemployable and necessitous blind persons. Four Home Teachers regularly visit and instruct blind
% in their homes and advise in cases of domestic and financial dificulties, 5,820 visits for instroction
were made in 42 and 403 lessons given,  Inaddition to the above 68 evacuated blind persons and observation
cases are being cared for by the Association,

The County Council have adopted the Assistance Board’s Seale for the assessment of applications received
from blind persons and their dependants for assistance and have also arranged for the provision of clothing
and houschold necessaries in suitable cases.

Mental Dehiciency.

At thE end of the year, there were 720 nwnia]]_',r defective persons on the County Register, as compared
with 716 in 1041, 186 were being maintained in Certified Institutions, 1 in an Approved Home, 32 were on
licence from Institutions, 126 under Guardianship and g on leave of :J.he.-ence from L'I'HEIT‘(I.I'IT.I'EI'HP Three were
detained in Places of Safety. 337, not under Qrder, were under supervision, and 22 were in Public Assistance
Institutions. Assistance towards the maintenance of 4 cases dealt with under Section 3 was also given.
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Trained nurses and nursing auxiliaries working at First Aid Posts were given a 55 weekly increase from
the and March, bringing their respective salaries to 121 4s. per annum plus board, lodging, and laundry
and to £2 125 per week inclusive. E ¥

It was announced on the 14th May that service ai Emergency Maternity Homes and War-time Murseries
would count as service within the scope of the Civil Nursing Reserve,

In December certain travelling concessions were promised for 1943 for mobile members, subject to con-
ditions, in respect of journeys to and from their homes during paid leave.

I should like to express my thanks to Miss Mitchell, Honorary Organiser for the County, to Mrs. Offord
and Mrs. Thorpe, Assistant Honorary Organisers, and to the Selection Committee of Matrons who Buwve
given valuable assistance during the past vear,

Alr Raid Precaulions. :
Civil Defence First Aid Post Service,
Early in 1942 the Ministry of Health suggested that considerable advantage and also a saving of man
ight accrue from the extended use of Light Mobile First Aid Units, either to replace a full Mobile
mﬁmt or to supplement it.  The Light Unit would consist of 2 car, a doctor, & nurse and two anxiliaries
with a minimum amount of equipment,

After consultation with Officers of the Local Authorities concerned it was decided to establish 13 Ligh!
Mohile First Aid Units (12 to supplement Mobile Posts and one to replace a Mobile Post).

In addition to the Light Mobile Units there are 14 Fixed First Aid Posts and 12 Mobile Posts established
in thiz County.
' In the last quarter of the yvear the whole-time personnel at Fixed Mobile and Light Mobile First Aid
Posts consisted of 1o Trained Nurses and 63 Auxiliaries (15 men and 48 women). Most of the Posts were manned
wthm workers, of whom there were 44 Trained Nurses and 557 Auxiliaries (77 men and 480 women).
3 res include personnel available for duty at (a) Gas Cleansing Sections of First Aid Posts, (b) Separate
cleanging centres afiliated to First Aid Posts, and (c] Mobile Gas Cleansing Units,

The namber of First Aid Points at present established in the roral areas of the County iz 132, These are
manned by 1,130 part-time volunteers. In addition 47 Upgraded First Aid Points have been established,
these, too, are manned by part-time volunteers numbening 52g.  All the Upgraded First Aid Poines have
been i with additional medical equipment, including a supply of morphia, which was issued by the
Ministry of Health for use in emergency. To comply with Home Office regulations special arrangements
had te be made for storing morphia and suitable persons were chosen to administer it if required.

k Mobife Gaz Cleansing Units.
There are now nine of these Units in the County. of which three are stationed in Urban areas and six in

BRural areas.
Ambulance Service.
At the end of the vear 142, there were 573 whole-time and 51 part-tume Civil Defence Ambulances in
the County with 25 whole-time and 62 part-time cars for sitting casualties. Of the whole-time ambulances,
21 have been adapted to take either stretcher or sitting cases or both if necessary,

There were 21 men and 34 women employed whole-time in the Ambulance Service and 180 men and
250 women volunteers emploved part-time.

Emgergency Medical Service,

_ In the course of the year one Class [ Hospatal and one Class 2 Hospital were withdrawn from the Scheme
by the Mini of Health and ene Class 1 and two Class 2 were suspended {rom the Scheme.  There are now
four large and two smaller Class 1 Hospitals availlable for medical and surgical treatment of casualties and
seven Class z Hospitals in the arca of the Administrative County.  These hospitals were able to meet the nesds
of casualties and of service sick. They also received for treatment cases of illness nnder the Government
Evacuation Scheme. ;

General Public Health Administration. _

All general public health matters, in so far as County administration iz concerned, in connection with
water su g, drainage, sewerage and sewage dispozal, rivers pollution, milk and dairies and kindred matters
Tequir inte attention, have been dealt with by the County Health Inspectors,  Assistance in thoese
matters iua been rendered to the Military authorities and close co-operation with the officers of the Local
Sanitary Authorities has been continued as heretofore,

This report gives me the opportunity of expressing my grateful thanks to the Chairman and members

of the Commutteéss responsible for the administration of the Health Services for the encouragement given

their interest in the efforts made during the year to maintain and, wherever possible, to increase the
efficiency of these Services.

I should like all members of the stafi of the Health Department, medical, dental, nursing and clerical,

to know that their fine team work and loval su t. in spite of many wartime difficulties, has been greatly

agepreciated. All have given of their best, but I feel that the staff would wish me to make special acknowledgment of
the able assistance given by my Deputy, Dr. Langlord, and by Mr. Akehurst, Chief Clerk, in the Department.

I have the honour to be,

Public Health Department, Your obedient Servant,
County Hall, R. ASHLEIGH GLEGG, M.D., D.P.H.,
Lewes County Medical Officer of Health,

September, ilﬂ-ﬂ- and School Medical Officer.
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TABLE 1V,
OABES OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASES OCCURRING DURING THE YEAR 1942,
(Wot including cases of Tuberculosis, details of which are given on Page 2).

TOTAL NUMBERS OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASES IN EACH DISTRICT,
g Boroughs. Urban Districts. Rural Districts.
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In the case of other diseases the figures ane extracted from the Weekly Heturmns made by the Dastrict Medical Cfficers of Health.

TABLE V (a).
CAUSES OF AND AGES AT DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1342 IN THE URBAN DISTRICTS.

Deaths in or belonging to Deaths in or belonging to sach District
Districts, at subjoimed ager. at all apes.
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