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R URAL IDISTRICT OF ECAST STOW.
'__...--"'

REPORT OF MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR 1909.

‘S'n the ue‘hnitman and cﬂlem‘uers of the

East Stow Rural District Couneil.

T4 Jaxvamy, 1910

GESTLEMEN,

T have the honour of presenting to you my Thirteentl Aunual Report on the Hoalth of
the East Btow Kural Listvict, for the vear 1'1||'|.iI.|E dlst Decombaer, 19040,

Vital Statistics.

I have estimated the population of this District to the middle of the year 1908 as 5815, and
hased the following statistics on that nomber.

Tirih Rate The number of Births registered was 153 (boys 79, girls 74), which gives a Birth Rate of 26.3
36,3 por 1000, POT 10040, compared with 26,0 per 1000 last year, and an average of 25.9 for the previous 10 years.

Nine of the Births were illegitimate (see Tablo 1),
The Birth Eate for the Thodwastre District was 22.3, and for Stowmarket 23.7 per 1000,

Thoath Rate. There were 85 Deaths (males 47, females 38) registersd in the District during the year.
12,3 per 10080,
Of these Doaths 20 ceourred in the Union Waorkhouss, & of thess were of persons belonging to
Loadon, T to the Thedwastee Distriet, 4 1o the Stowmarket Distriet, and 5 1o the East Stow ]fi-‘ih"l“t}
there were besides, 2 deaths in the County Asylum of persons bolonging to this district. Deducting and
adding thess numbers, we get the correct number of Deaths for this Distriet, viz : 72, which is eqgual
to n th Hate of 12,3 1000, compored with 14.7 last year, and an average of 13.9 for the

previous 10 years (see Talla T
The Death Rato for the Thedwastre District wos 10:9 per 1000, and for Btowmarket 12,9,
Infant Mor- Of the total number of Deaths, 11 were of infants under 1 year of age, giving an Infunt
"ﬁgﬂr Mortality of 71 per 1000 Births, compared with 103 last year, and an average of 111 for the previous
A © 10 years. (oo E‘l.lt'l."-.‘- I and V).

The Infant Mortality for the Thedwastre District wos 80, and for Stowmarket 70 per 1000

Births.
Ayt As last year, there were no Deaths from the 7 principal Zymotic Diseases.
Imath Kate,
i This Rate for the Thedwastre District was 0.7 por 1000, and for Btowmarket 0.2,

1 1 W e ' T - o b:‘r
Other Dleaths. Amongst the other Deaths ocenrring during the year (see Table IV) there wore 8 cause:
Phithisis, compared with 11 last year; 6 caused by Cancer, the same number as last year; 12 cansed
by Itiseases of the Respiratory Organs, compared with 8 last year ; 10 from Honrt Diseases, compa
with 12 lnst year ; 2 were due to Accidents, amd 14 wore of (OTsons over e yers of ag.



Infectious Diseases.
There were 45 notifications of Infections Thiseases during the year, compared with 56 last vear,
The cases are as follows (—

DirnTiERia 6, compared with & last year.
Envsrreras 4, compared with 1 last year.
Boancer Fever 33, compared with 46 last year.
Extenie Feven 2, compured with 1 Inst yenr.

The eases of Diphthoria were nodificd from Finborough (4 cases), Stowupland and Haughley.
The cases of Erysipelns from Onolionse {2 eases), Buxhall and Stowupland.

The cases of Bearlet Fover from Ol Newton (23 coses’, Hmlg]l]ﬂj', Wetherden, Combs and
Stowupland.

The cases of Enteric Fover from Finhorough and {inchonse.

FPhthisis (P. H. Tuberculosis Act 1908).

There were 10 notifieations of Philisis under this act during the year, viz:

Three from the TUnion Workhonse, 2 from Stowapland, 2 from Combes, aud 1 cach from
Buxhall, Hanghley and Ol Newton.

The faotorics and workshops in the District to the mwmber of 35, coming under this not, woere
inspocted during the vear, amd were found to he in a satisfactory condition.  Three written notiees
were sent with regard to nuisnnees, &c., ond were compliod with, (seo Talile IT).

The soil in thin District is chicfly mixed loam and elay, with a sub-soil of heavy elay, exeopt ot
Haughley and Wetherden whers it is chiolly gravel.

Buxhall, Finhorough, Gipping, Harleston, Onehonse, Shellond and Wethenden obtain thear
water for domestic purposes from shallow wells or ponds, always liable to pollution.

Haughley has a fairly good water supply from o well at the top of the street ; other parts of the
¥illagro have ponds and a few private wells.

Combs from unsafe ponds and shallow wells, and 3 ponds mude and kept up by the Council.

001 Newton from 1 deep well in the chalk (an absolutely safe supply), pollnted ponds, a fow
private wells and 4 pends made and kept up by the Council, also from surface feld dminage.

Crooting from a deep well in the chalk, pumped up by a windmill into settling tanks ; this is
the most satisfactory supply in the Disirict.

Btownpland by 4 ponds made and kept up by the Council, a few shallow wells, and the Urban
jpart of the village Ilﬂ.ﬂll._'.‘ by the Stowmarket ‘.h"u.tl:r Waorks.

The ponds made by the Council are carefully inspoeted and cleaned out whenever necessary,
and are kept fonced ; some ns ot Stownpland supply by pipes and pumps large ancas ; they are of
course not an alsolutaly safe source, but are infinitely superior to the filthy and polluted ponds that
thoy have replaced.

The chief ocenpation of the inhabitants of the District is agriculturnl.  Cottage ascommodation
is vory poor on the whole; they are mostly hadly tnilt, damp and insufficiently ventilated. A fow
new cottages have beon built duriog the year, two very good enes at Gipping for instance, but more
are badly needed.

B _;I'h.i} only sewers in the District are situated in the lower or Urban parts of Stowuopland and
‘ombs,

In Browuplaml there is o dotal length of 4450 foot.  Thore are 139 coltages in this part of the
village, and of these 136 have been connected. A 30-feet Ventilation Shaft is to be erected on the
highest port of sewer.  In Combe there are 82 cottages, but the sower does not rench all of them.
Tlllu'h: in @ total length of LE06 feet; 20 houses hove E('(':II conuecied during the year, making 47 in
all.

__ The sewage from these two systems is pumped on to the sewage farm, through an dleven-inch
rising main into filtoring tnnks ; the sludge is separated and the efffuent flows on to the land, then
throngh ozier beds o the river.  This sownge farm is worked by a joint committes with Stowmarkeot
o this year ghows o profit of £38 19s 1,



Cow Shide
med Dradrics.

During the year the Cowshods nnd Dairies wore inspocted and were found on the whols to be in
o satisfoctory sanitary condition.

In one enso o now cement floor was found to be nocessary, and in one other some minor improve-
ments were done after suggestions made,

Fifteen officinl notices were sorved on owners to abate nuizances; 11 have been complied with
and 4 remain over. Dotails as to theso will be found under the headings of the various Villages.

Altogether ™ visits of inspection were mades to the varions villages during the yenr.

General RemarKks.

Owing ta the mill winter this has been an exceptionally healthy year, and, excopt the epidemic
of Searlet Fevor at Old Nowton, there has boen vory little Infections Disense in this Distried.

The Birth Tate i= well ahove the overage (ser Table T and the Death Bate well below, and the
al=enee of o Aymuotic Iheath Rate for the Inst 2 NS i4 very satisfnctory.

T!N," I:lfl\nl .\[1,1|11|.|5'|‘1.‘ s mlsn VEry !In‘r. as will be gocn an ]m:uh'ulg it the sate 1'||'|'|51’!. 1u|l:|rn,|.'c'{H]
with former years. As before noted, Stowuplaml nmd Combs sompare unfavourably in thia respect
with the rest of the District ; this year the figures are 92 to 60, compared with 164 to 103 last year.

A great deal lins been done this year at Stownpland, with regard to the drainoge of the lower
parts of tha village near Stowmarket.

The Scarlet Fever at Oll Newton was a continundion of the Epidemic of that disease which
started in that village Novembor, 1908 ; the last ease ocenrred in June, 1909 altogethor there woeroe
67 enses in o populntion of 619 ; fortunately the disense wos of o mild type, amd there wore no

deaths.

The following details have reference to the various Villages in the District, the numbers
in brackets refer to the population at the last census, and the area in acres.

BUXITALL (Population—402; Area—2524),

There were 11 Births, compared with 10 last year.

There were T Deaths, compared with 6 last vear; 3 wero of persons over 80 years of age; 1 was
eaused by Phthisis.

One case of Frysipelas was notified.
COMBE (1212; 2786)

There were 23 Births, compared with 27 last year.

There were 13 Denths, compared. with 14 last year; 3 were of infants under 1 year of age, 4
were of persons over 80; 1 was due to Phthisis.

Threa cases of Searlet Fovor wore notified.

In January, & case of overcrowding was reported from this village ; the people were unable to
got another h-:n.r.;e, bt in May by mngﬂ“gtmm' order they were nimtﬁ“ i

The deain from 4 wl'lafm opened into o diteh by the roadside ; notice was served on the owner
to abate nuisance, and this kas been done.

In eonnection with other cottages a heap of manure was cnusing o nuisanes.  Soveral Traps
were condemned and o P. Vault ondered to be converted to Pail Closet. All the nuisances have sineo
boan abated and the work necossary done.

Owners in 2 instonees have beon served with notice to supply a r water for domestie
Hmpqwﬁ in one ense a new protected pond is heing constructed, in the other ciso nothing has been

CREETING ST. PETER (231; 1312).

Thers wera 9 Births (1 illogitimate), compared with 6 lnst year.

There wore 3 Deaths, compared with 5 last year; 1 was of an infant wnder 1 year of age, 1 a
child of 11 and 1 of a porson over 70,

No cases of Infectious Diseases have been notified from this village for the last 3 years.
One cottage was condemned as being so dilapidated as quite unfit for habitation,
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Cases of Infectious Disease notified during the Year 1909,

TADLE IIL

Causes  of,

and Apges at, Death during the Year 1909,

CASES XOTIFIED IN WHOLE DISTRICT.
| At ﬂglﬁﬂ—fl,ul.rr.
Notirmanie Thseask. At all —— e
AgOR. "
B Under 1| 1105 | 5to15 |15 to25]25 o 55 | 65 and
| upwards,
Diphtheria .. o fi | i | 1 |
Erysipelas . " 4 | a
Hearlet Fover i a3 1 ay 1
Enteric Fever i @ 1 _ 1
Tuerpernl Fover | I
|
Totals e = 45 | ‘ 29 i 4 q
TARLE 1IV.

Cavses oF Do,

Treaths at the H:I!"ljhi.tn‘il TR of “Risulents"
whether oceurring in or beyvond the District.

Tis 2 - T =
[l Lt St e
& G, | 25 i3 | wards
Whooping-congh
Iiphtheria i
Enterie Fever | 1
Diarrhon |
Phthisis .. 8 | 1 [ 1 3
Other Tuberenlons Diseases 1
Cancer i 3 3 4
Bronclitis . o a0 7 | 2 | b 3
Inoumonin a 1 2 b 1
Premature Birth o i G
Disenses nnd Aceidents of Parturition
Heart Dhiseases 10 4 L 3
Accidents .. e e = 1 1
Buicides ., ot f
All other eauses i .| 28 | i 1 9 | 14 4
All causes i ee | T2 i1 2 2 1 26 G1] | 20
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