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Fever, twenty-one cases of Scarlatina, and three cases of Diphtheria; whereas in 1895
there bave been seven cases of Typhoid Fever, eight cases of Searlatina, and one
case of Diphtheria, and out of these there was only one death, that being the Diphtheria
case. Of course the most striking difference between the two years 15 in the number
of cases of Typhoid Fever, the large number of cases of that disease in 1804 being
almost entirely due to the serious epidemic which raged in Budock during the latter
part of that year. I hope and believe we shall never have such an epidemic as that
again. Of the seven eases of Typhoid Fever three oecurred in Constantine Church
Town, two in College, Budock, and two in Flushing. The Constantine cases were
all in one honse. This house is situated in a small yard with four other houses ; for
the five houses there were two closets, attached to which was a very large and wet
cegs-pit, which, at the time of the appearance of the disease, was full to overflowing
and very offensive. This pit was situated close to the back of the house in which the
Fever cases were, and there is but little doubt that this insanitary condition of things
was the cause of the Fever in this instance.

With regard to the two cases at College, Budock, the first case occurred in the
latter part of October, At the time I attributed this case to a choked drain, the
defective trap of which was situated just under the kitchen window ; the smell from
this drain was said to be very bad at times. But I have since found out that the
drinking water for this house, as well as for all the houses in that locality, six to eight
in all, was derived from a Well, situated in a neighbour’s garden close by ; and it is the
water from this well to which I give the credit, not only for the appearance of the
disease in this case, but also in the second case, which arose in the early part of
December, or latter part of November. To call the source from which this water was
derived “a well” is a misnomer; it is barely more than an open ditch, filled with
water derived from the surrounding country. On one side of this well the country is
at a higher level than the well, and on this side and not far from the well are a privy
and cess-pit of the most primitive type, a pig-sty, and a drain, which comes from
the honse in which the first case of Fever was, and which discharges on to the
surface of the garden near to the pig-sty. It is not difficult to see that the water
from such a source could not escape pollution. It is a marvellous thing that such
a supply should have been used so long with impunity. The condition of  the house,
in which the second case of Fever was, left much to be desired, as did that of the next
house, whilst the privy accommodation for both, as well as that for the whole of the
houses there, was defective and dilapidated in the extreme, and the pits offensive to
all that pass by, abutting as they do on the public highway. Not one of all these
houses was drained, althongh a main drain, laid specially to drain these properties
some time ago, passes in front of the houses from the gasworks to the Budock River
SEWeEr.

The two Flushing cases occurred in the same house, the second following upon
the first in quick suceession. The house and yard were very clean, and I had nothing
to complain of in these, but in the yard is a pit, which is probably the finest pit in
Flushing, and when I say that some idea of its size can be formed. This venerable
pit has been an object of contemplation, and a subject for reports for years past, but
whatever one says against it, nothing seems to affect it, and the pit goes on for ever.
I was told that the smells at times from this pit pervade the house and the yard.

Of the eight cases of Searlatina, three ocenrred in Ponsanooth, one in July, one
in August, and one in September, all in separate houses. The remaining five were in






hours, poisonous gases from the decomposing filth in the bed of the river were driven
by the rise of the tide. That side of the Borongh of Penryn, which was connected
by its drains with this river, was almost the only portion of the Borough which
suffered from this complaint. I am very glad to say that since then a great change
has come over the condition of the Budock River, and I think and hope that it will
never again be the trouble and anxiety it has hitherto been.

Throughout the year steady and systematic inspection of the whole district has
been carried out and a great deal of sanitary work has been done, but prominent
among the things done I may mention :—

I—DRAINAGE. The chief work accomplished in this respect is the
completion of the Budock River Drainage Scheme. T am glad to say that all the
work, which was decided upon and agreed to by this Authority and the Pemryn
Urban Authority, has been accomplished. A large 12-inch main, extending from
College and discharging well down the river beyond all houses, was laid in 1894, but
it was not until the latter part of 1895 that all connections on both the Penryn and
Budock sides were completed, and now, instead of drains, privies, &c., discharging
directly into the river, and causing the bed of the river to rapidly fill up and to
become nothing more than an elongated cess-pool of the vilest description, they
discharge into the main sewer, the contents of which are discharged well away from
all honses down the river. The improvement thus effected can scarcely be estimated
and can certainly not be appreciated, exeept by those who have an intimate
knowledge of what this river used to be and of all the diseases and deaths it has been
the cause. Something however, in my opinion, still remains to be done. People, 1
find, will throw ashes and other refuse into the river, even though proper
arrangements exist for the systematic removal of such matters; and when in the
summer months the stream of water runming down the river is so small that it has no
power to wash such matters on, these will accumulate and create a nuisance. I
therefore again advise that a good and well-fitting sluice gate be built at a point
above where the drain commences, By this means the water, which is constantly
running down the river in greater or less guantity according to the season of the
year, could be dammed back and made to acenmulate in such a quantity that, when
the gate is opened, there would be such a rush of water that everything that may
have been thrown into the river would be carried in front of it. Such a gate counld
be easily placed there and the expense would not be great. At the same time some
provision could be made for the flushing of the main itself by the same rush of water.
If this recommendation is carried out, I think there would be little left to complain of
with regard to this river.

Other useful and necessary drainage work has been carried out at Passage Hill,
Mylor, at Flushing, at College, Budock, &e.

II.—WATER SUPPLY. Under this heading a large amount of good
work has been accomplished. At Flushing the supply from the source to the Reser-

voir, which was greatly diminished owing to leakage from the joints of the earthen-
ware pipes and the blocking of the pipes by roots growing into them, has been much
increased in quantity, and improved in quality, by the substitution of iron pipes for
earthenware pipes, and these now extend from the Kersey all the way to the Reservoir.






Tregew, Six-turnings, Passage Hill, and Comford, in Mylor, important, and in some
cages very important, improvements in pre-existing supplies have been effected. 1
think I have mentioned sufficient to show that the question of water-supply has not
been neglected, and I doubt if there are many districts better supplied than this.

[NIL.—EXCREMENT DISPOSAL. The locality which shows the most
marked improvement under this heading is Budock (Penryn end of parish.) The
changes effected during the past year or two have been very great. At one time, and
not long ago, the Budock pite almost ount-rivalled all other pits in the district, but
now, where many of the worst once existed, one finds nice clean pan-closets and no
pit, the ashes and other refuse being kept in receptacles, which are systematicaily
emptied by a man duly appointed. Each closet is connected with drains, which
instead of emptying direct into the Budock River as of old, now discharge into the
sewer in the bed of the river. Ventilating shafts have been fixed at various points in
Budock to the main drains. Of course, what has been done under this heading in
Budock has been rendered possible on account of the proximity of the Falmouth
Waterworks Company’s mains; without an abundant water-supply it is impossible to
work pan-closets. For this reason, at present, at any rate, I cannot see how in
Flushing the water closet system can be adopted generally. That such a system
would be of inestimable advantage to this important and attractive village, cannot be
doubted, for as long as the pits remain as they are, so every year shall I have to
report cases of Typhoid Fever, Dipltheria, and other diseases caused by filth. If the
emptying of the pits be left to the people themselves, I know they will not be emptied
until they are full and often overflowing. They say it is a pity to empty them too
soon and before sufficient has been accumulated to make it ** worth their while™ to
have them emptied. Some are not emptied onee in six months, and when the day
comes for “ carrying ” such a pit, one can imagine what an intolerable nuisance it
must be to every house within fifty yards or more. Something must really be done
to cope with this state of things. A large number of the pits are in a most
dilapidated condition, allowing soakage of their liguid contents into the surrounding
eountry, and so saturating the soil in and around dwellings ; the majority are altogether
too large, and for all there is nc systematic emptying. The system of exerement dis-
posal prevalent in Flushing is bad, but I am sure that a great deal might be done to

minimize the evil.

In all other parts of the District the midden system prevails, and I do not see
that anything better could be adopted. In all places where new privies and pits
are built they have to be built to the satisfaction of the Sanitary Inspector and
myself. In Constantine Churchtown an attempt was at one time made to empty the
pits in the village systematically, but I believe this arrangement has broken down.
Although in the case of Constantine the need for a systematic emptying of pits is not
so pressing as at Flushing, yet, considering the importance of the village and the
relations in which a great many of the pits stand towards dwelling houses, it is far
more necessary that steps should be taken in this matter in Constantine than in any
other of the remaining villages included in the District.

IV..SCAVENGING. The District Council has entered into arrangements
with certain private individuals for the systematic seavenging of several of the more
important villages, and I believe that such arrangements work satisfactorily.









