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from the question purity or impurity of the water in the pump, quite enough material
existed in that locality to generate Typhoid Fever ; large and offensive cess-pits, badly
drained yards, and above and beyond all these the Budock River, which was merely
an open Sewer, receiving all the drainage of Budock and a large portion of the drainage
of Penryn and passing under and at the back of inhabited houses and giving rise to
smells of a most powerful and objectionable character. All these conditions existed up
to the time of the outbreak last August, with one or two notable execeptions, where,
as in SBaffron Court, great improvements had been effected. In 1892, when we had
several cases of Typhoid Fever in the lower part of 8t. Thomas's Street, Penryn,
adjoining the Budock River, I attributed them to the condition of this stream, and
this condition of things may have had something to do with the appearance of this
dizease in the first two cases of last year's outbreak, especially as the yard, in which
was the closet belonging to the houses in which these two cases were, was a most
dirty one, and contained an enormous and offensive cess-pit. I say that these two
cases may have originated from this state of things, though considering that
they drank water from the pump, and that, as I have shown earlier in this Report,
the water in this pump has for years been proved by analysis to be unfit for drinking
purposes, it is probable that even these two cases were caused by pump water. Still,
granting this possibility, I feel sure that all, or nearly all, the cases which
came after the first two cases were caused by drinking water from the
Budeck Pump. For such an outbreak we must look for some common
cause, and almost all the cases drank, more or less, from this
supply. It may have been remarked that I have mentioned cases of this
disease oceurring in Penryn, and the question may be asked why I deal with things
happening outside this District. 1 merely do so 1o prove still more conclusively
that the pump was the main cause of the outbreak. All, or nearly all, the cases in
St. I'homas’s Street, Penryn, derived their drinking water from this pnmp; but when
I came upon two cases in Market Street, near the Town Hall, and one in Broad
Street, I began to ask myself what could have given rise to these cases, especially as
the premises around were, in each place, in a very good sanitary condition. But on
inquiring I found that the two Market Street cases were apprentices at Messrs.
Freeman's Yards, and that every day of their lives they drank water from this
pump whilst at work in the yards, and also that the Broad Street case
spent a good deal of her time in Budock, often sleeping there in
the house of a friend, and continually drinking pump water. These facts,
almost more than any others, convinced me that the pump was at the bottom of
it all.  As may be imagined, disinfectants were fully supplied, and frael]r
used. The place that I suppose got the greatest share of disinfectants was the
yard containing the closets and cess-pit belonging to the two houses in which the first
two cases of fever occurred, This cess-pit is situated over the spot, or near to the
spot, from whence the spring which supplies the pump is supposed to rise, and the
drainage from the yard and from the closets is conveyed by earthenware pipes, or was
so0 at that time, across the main road into the main sewer, passing within a foot or two
of the pump. Soon after disinfectants were freely poured down these closets and
into this cess-pit the water in the pump was noticed to be turbid, slightly milky, and
to taste and smell of disinfectants. I distinetly smelt disinfectants in a pail of water I
had specially drawn for me. And there is no doubt that these disinfectants found
their way from the closets and cess-pits, by means of the earthenware pipes
into the pump, and if disinfectants could get there so could sewage
and considering that all the excreta from the first two cases were
thrown down these closets it is beyond doubt that these Typhoid excreta





















