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35
HODDESDON URBAN DISTRICT

WATER SUPPLIES GENERAL.

Most of the houses (more than 98%,) derive their water from
public mains. A small number of houses are served by stand-
pipes, but during the year eight of such houses were provided with
an internal water supply. There are about sixty houses in the
district without a public supply and these are situated in the out-
lying and undeveloped parts of the district.

In addition, twenty houses in Southern and Western Terraces,
Nursery Road, Hoddesdon, are provided with a piped supply from
an adjoining Nursery. Trouble has been experienced both from
the quality of the water and the interruption of supplies. Nego-
tiations are proceeding with the Owners for an extension of the
Metropolitan Water Board’s main to serve these houses. The
results of eleven samples of water taken from this supply were
submitted for bacteriological examination.

Six other houses, which had a private supply, have now been
provided with a piped service from the mains.

Public Main Supplies.

The Northern end of the district is served by the Metropolitan
Water Board.

The Council’s own water undertaking covers the remainder
of the district, all the water being chlorinated and pumped into
reservoirs prior to distribution through the mains.

In July, the Council’'s Water Engineer reported that in con-
sequence ol the prolonged drought, the average daily output from
the Council’s pumping station had increased from 330,000 to as
much as 500,000 gallons, and the pumps were in continual opera-
tion for twenty-four hours. A large part of this increase is
thought to have been attributable to the demands of the horti-
cultural industry, and the use of water for garden purposes.
Despite the fact that warning notices against waste were issued,
no official restrictions were imposed.

Considerable pumping operations were in progress during the
year in connection with the de-watering of the site of the Rye
Power House Station. The possible effect of these operations
on the Council's wells was the subject of investigation and report
by the Council’s Engineer and Surveyor.

Fifty-five samples were taken from the Council’s mains and
submitted for bacteriological examination. Two full chemical
and bacteriological analyses were also made during the year.
Details of the results of these examinations are tabulated on the
next page of this Report.

An examination of the Council’'s water undertaking was made
during the year by a specialist consultant. His chief recom-
mendation was that the raw water should be super chlorinated,
followed by de-chlorination above the surface of the well. A
scheme has been prepared and submitted to the Ministry of Health
for approval for loan sanctions, to implement the recommendations.


















41 HODDESDON
DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

There was no alteration to the sewerage arrangements in
the district during the year. Most of the district (except for
houses in undeveloped and low-lying parts of the area) is sewered.
Sewage disposal works consisting of detritus, settling tanks, contact
beds and percolating filters, serve the old urban area. Sewage
from Broxbourne and Wormley is disposed of by broad irrigation
at the sewage farms, after passing through screening and preci-

itation tanks. The Council have given consideration to a report
or the sewering of part of their Northern area in Stanstead Road /
Nursery Road, which is at present served by cesspools.

““Waldeck " and Wryvis,” Ware Road, Hoddesdon, which
were formerly served by cesspools, were connected to the Council’'s
sewer during the year.

Sinks and drains were provided to ten houses in Lord Street,
Hoddesdon (Nos. 167—185), and the drains of five other houses
in Lord Street were reconstructed. The drainage system at
St. Cross Convent of Our Lady School, Hoddesdon, was also re-
constructed during the year.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

Household refuse was collected once a fortnight and was
disposed of by controlled tipping methods in a gravel pit in Rye
Road, Hoddesdon.

In July fire broke out at this tip. A bulldozer was employed
straightaway to open up the tig and the fire was brought under
control. The tip was not brought into use again until the autumn.
Meanwhile, all household refuse was being deposited at the Edmon-
ton Borough Council tip in Church Lane, Wormley. Complaints
about flies and crickets from persons living in the vicinity of
the Rye Road tip were made in the early summer and every effort
was made to remove cause for complaint. An undertaking was
given that the tip should not be used for the disposal of household
refuse between the months of April and October.

Gravel Pit, Old Nazeing Road, Broxbourne.

During December it was found that a quantity of fluorescein
(discarded war stores) had been dumped in this wet pit discolouring
the water a vivid green. Some apprehension was felt that this
might percolate to the underground water sources, but no reports
of this happening have been received. The owners of the pit have
now put up a notice warning lorry drivers that it is an offence
to deposit any kind of chemical waste at this tip.

The Ministry of Health were informed and it was suggested
that the appropriate Government Department might be approached
to prevent indiscriminate dumping of this type of material,


















47 HODDESDON

Ice Cream.

There are 40 licensed retailers and one manufacturer regis-
tered with the Council. In addition 16 retailers from outside
the district have applied for registration with the Council to
sell ice cream in Hoddesdon Market, although only two attend

regularly.
Four visits were made to ice cream premises during the year.
Facilities for the bacteriological examination of ice cream
samples were still not available at the Public Health Laboratory
at Hertford, the nearest laboratories being at Cambridge or Luton.

Catering Establishments.

A survey of the catering establishments and other food
preparation premises was made during the vear. In one case
a new food preparation room was advised and this has now been

provided.

Slaughterhouses.

Number of Slaughterhouses in the district . 4
As a consequence of the Livestock (Restriction on bng,htcrmg}
Orders, the four slaughterhouses in the district cease to be used.

Other Food Premises.

Visits paid to food premises during the year amounted to
one hundred and fifty-one.

Unsound Food.

During the summer of 1949, three hindquarters and four fore-
quarters of Home Killed Beef (some 614 lbs) were condemned
owing to the retention of animal heat. Strong representations
were made to the authorities and a conference with Ministry of
Food Officials took place at Ware slaughterhouse. (See Preface
to this report.).

Details of foodstuffs which were found to be unfit for human
consumption and were surrendered, are given below :—

Canned Foodstuffs.

Corned Beef —15 containers—approx. weight 851 Ibs
Pork and Bacon — 4 o i 2 o
Meat Products —I14 i o - 21% ,,
Soups, Stews,

«Et‘-‘:. —ln 1] iy rE B% e
Milk —88 s i i 615 ,,
FiBl'I _'1{}6 aF T ER) ﬁsg LN
Fl'ui'..t —Bﬂ e ¥ »a 2?2 ’r
Vegetables —56 14 ” " 68% .,
Miscellaneous — 1 " > ,. { [

3cwt. 7} .,



















53 WARE URBAN

Plate Count Plate Count  Probable Mo.
Sample 3 days at 2 days ac Califarm bacilli

L B = e
High Level Supply :

3. 149 6 7 3 Nil.  Satisfactory
1. 249 227 5 1 i i,

1. 349 485 3 1 i i

6. 449 852 10 5 i &

3. 549 1079 Nil. Nil. s Al

1. 6.49 1388 2 Nil. ] i

4. 749 1654 3 Nil. : ,
4, 849 1932 15 3 i ¥

1. 9.49 2187 4 2 - 5
7.10.49 2498 7 4 i 2
1.11.49 2653 4 Nil. 23 i
6.12.49 3004 6 2 ; i
Chemical.

A chemical analysis was made of a sample of water taken on
the 7th February, 1949, from the Pump Delivery at the Musley Hill
Waterworks, (Low Level supply). The result was as follows : —

Chemical Analysis (parts per million)

Appearance Clear and bright
Turbidity (Silica Scale) Nil.
Colour (Hazen) Nil.
Odour Nil.
Reaction pH 71
Free Carbon Dioxide 30
Elec. Conductivity at 20°C 560
Total Solids, Dried at 180°C 375
Chlorine in Chlorides 20
Alkalinity as CaCOy, 260
Hardness : Total 320

. Temp. 260

Perm. 6

Nitrogen in Nitrates 2.6
Nitrogen in Nitrites Less than 0.01
Free Ammonia 0.006
Oxygen absorbed 4 hours 27°C 0.00
Albuminoid Ammonia 0.000
Residual Chlorine Absent

REMArks : This sample 1s clear and bright in appearance,
neutral in reaction, and is free from iron and other metals. The
water is very hard though not excessively so and it contains no
excess of mineral or saline constituents in solution. It is of the
highest standard of organic and bacterial purity.

These results present no abnormality from the aspect of
contamination and are consistent with a pure and wholesome
water suitable for public supply purposes.






35 WARE URBAN

PARTICULARS OF SANITARY INSPECTOR'S WORK
during the year 1949,

Summary of Visits.

Number
Sewers, Drains, Sanitary Accommodation, ete. . e 11383
PESanees ... ... e e 22 s e 7O
Infections Disease ... .. .. R
Housing Overcrowding, Relmqu Hnu*;mg Acts., ete. ... .. 72
Food Premises, Sect. 13, Condemnations Lo e S 79
Ice-cream, Factories, Retailers, Sampling BEd £ o ok
Milk, Cowsheds, Dairies, Sampling T L e
Slaughter-house, Inspection of Meat iy 277
Shops Act, 1934 (Sect, 10) 48 . i ) LA
Rats and Mice @ ... .. SR . e L 151
Factories and Outworkers AT L T B i 24
Miscellaneous ... i e 9
1619
Statutory Notices, Etc., Served and Abated.

Number
Verminous Premises, P.H.A. 1936, Section (83) . Seead
Dirty Premises, P.H.A. 1936 Section (83) s e
House Repairs, P.H.A. 1936, Section (93) - A \ 1
Overcrowding, Housing Act, 1936 % el

Certificate of Exemption, Sﬂﬂlt'l]“j Accommodation,
Shops Act, 1934, Section 10 (6) e e 3. g T 1

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936.

The following work has been attended to under the Public
Health Acts -

Sewers and Drains, cleansed, tested, repaired, reconstructed ... 40
Water Closets, repaired or renewed ... ... .. .. 27
Urinals, cnndemnr:d and removed 5 s 1
Sanitary Fittings, renewed, traps provided, ete. e 4
Nuisances and Sundry cham walls, floors, ceilings, roofs,
windows, etc., overhauled and lcpalrcd ............... 77
Dustbins provided . . RN . = 5 3
Accumulations removed ... ... AT
Complaints received R s M e 138

Keeping of Animals.

Premises visibed ... ... ... .. s ... 361
Total poultry keepers {Uut of 358 hmlnes] = e 194
Unsatisfactory conditions and informal notices sent . 86

The structural condition of the chicken houses etc., is averagely
poor, and the minimum of attention normally given,




































































































































