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EAST HERTS. COMBINED DISTRICTS

— PREFAGE —

The following report on the health of the East Herts Combined
Sanitary Districts has been drawn up on the lines indicated in
circular 3/49 (England) issued by the Ministry of Health. The
various rates have been calculated on the Registrar-General's
estimate of the resident mid-year population for 1948,

Size of District.

The Combined Districts formerly consisted of eight sanitary
authorities, but on October 1st, 1948, the Urban District of Bishop's
Stortford arranged to leave the Combine. | understand that the
Medical Officer of Health for Bishop's Stortford will be submitting
a separate health report for 1948.

The remaining seven districts comprising the East Herts
Combined Districts have an area of 119,662 acres, or a little less than
187 square miles. The District is roughly oval in shape, measuring
approximately 18 miles from North to South, and 15 miles from West
to East, at the greatest diameters. The estimated mid-year
population for 1948 is 68,942 persons; an increase of 2,733 persons
over the 1947 figure.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

With the coming into force of the National Health Service Act,
1946, on July 5th, 1948, responsibility for diphtheria immunisation
passed out of the hands of each local sanitary authority into the care
of the County Council. Free immunisation is now available through
a scheme organised by the Herts County Council in discharge of its
functions under Part 111, Section 26 of the above act, as approved by
the Minister of Health.

Hospital Services

The whole of the East Herts Combined Districts now comes
within the area of the North East Metropolitan Regional Hospital
Board. It is served mainly by the hospitals within the jurisdiction
of the Hertford Group (No. 1) Hospital Management Committee ; but
any of the specialist services within the region are readily obtained
where necessary.

Public Health Laboratory Service.

This provides facilities for examination of water, milk, and ice-
cream samples, and other laboratory investigations of public health
interest. The nearest full time laboratories are at Cambridge, Luton,
and in London. These are too far away to be used regularly by the
Combined Districts.

The laboratory attached to the Hertford County Hospital in
Hertford, dealt with most of the bacteriological examinations of
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water samples from the Combined Districts. However, no facilities
exist at this laboratory for the bacteriological examination of ice-
cream samples, with a result that routine sampling of this commodity
is in abeyance in most of the districts. Because of the presence in
Ware Urban District of twoice-cream factories (one is large), regular
sampling is essential, especially as distribution of the products is
extensive. Seventy-nine samples were taken, necessitating fourteen
journeys to the Public Health Laboratory in Cambridge, in order to
ensure that the samples arrived rapidly and in a fit condition. One
other Authority (Braughing R.D.C.), regularly sends milk samples to
the Cambridge Laboratory. These samples are from undesignated
milk producers and retailers within that rural district.

Chemical examinations of water samples were carried out at two
privately-run laboratories in London.

It would be an advantage both to the Combined Districts and to
the Laboratory concerned, to have a full-time Public Health Labora-
tory situated in Hertford. large enough to deal with both chemical
and bacteriological examinations of water, ice-cream, and other
samples. Specimens could then arrive at the Laboratory with a
minimum of delay, and there would be a considerable saving in
time and expense to the local Sanitary Authorities.

| am indebted to the Sanitary Inspectors and other Cffeials of
the various districts, for information concerning the public health
aspects of their work. | am also grateful to their respective clerical
staffs, especially the members of the Borough of Hertford Health
Department, for compiling this Report.

Joun WiLpman,

The Castle, Hertford. Medical Officer of Health.

Aungust, 1949,

VITAL STATISTICS.
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Quantity.

During the year ending 31st December, 1948, the total amount
of water raised was 313,525,688 gallons, of which 98,352,000 gallons
was trade metered consumption. The average total amount raised
daily was 856,354 gallons, and the average amount per head per day
(excluding trade metered consumption) was 415 gallons.

General.

Chlorination plants are in operation at each of the four pumping
stations belonging to the Council. The normal dose of chlorine in
1948 was approximately 0-25 parts per million.

At the Hartham Works, simple chlorination is carried out, owing
to the close proximity of consumers’ services, and the diluted
“Chloros™ or * Voxsan " is injected into the suction tube by means
of a manual controlled water pressure operated hypochlorinator
(there being no electricity awvailable) with a mechanical recorder
showing the rate of flow of the sterilising agent into the suction tube.
The difficulty originally experienced at Hartham Works owirg to the
hardness of the water was overcome by adding soda ash to the water
used for mixing with the “Chloros” solution, but with the use of
“ Voxsan " the need for softening disappeared.

The same process has been adopted at the Port Hill (stand-by)
Works. The only difference is that the hypochlorinator is operated
by a small electric motor,

At Molewood the chloramine process is in operation, liquid
chlorine being used in conjunction with ammonia, the chlorine being
injected into the suction tube by means of a vacuum controlled
chlorinator, and the ammonia by means of a manual controlled
ammoniator, the rate of discharge being shown on a vacuum
operated recorder.

The same chloramine process has been adopted at the Wadesmill
Road Pumping Station, the mixture of chlorine and ammonia being
discharged into the suction tubes at a depth of approximately 185
feet below the surface. Owing to there being two rates of discharge
from the pumps at this station, an electric automatic control is
installed to change the rate of flow of the chlorine accordingly. At
these works it was originally found that after a few hours pumping,
the ammonia solution tanks became choked with a heavy precipitation
of calcium salts, which also began to adhere to the inside of the
pipe lines. The solution water is now treated with sodium
hexametaphosphate to allay this precipitation.
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Common Lodging Houses (Part 1X).
The White House, Ratlway Street.

This is the only registered Common Lodging House within the
Borough. The house provides nightly accommodation for 32 men ;
the number of men accommodated during the year was 6,830, a
nightly average of 19 men.

During the year certain improvements have been required con-
cerned with washing facilities, provision of dustbins and general
supervision. The requirements have been complied with.

The walls of the rooms at the house were cleansed and colour-
washed throughout during the year.

The premises have been kept under observation, 18 visits having
been made during the year. The house is generally well conducted.

Mo case of infectious disease has been notified at the house.

Hertingfordbury —Sanitary Circumstances.

Replacement of Earth Closets by Water Closets atl
joint expense of Owners and the Local Authority.

In March, 1948, the Corporation approached the Ministry of
Health for purposes of a loan to further a scheme of the conversion
of pail closets to the water carriage system of 28 houses within
the area having a sufficient water supply and sewer available.

The Corporation were informed that owing to the present short-
age of labour and materials, the Minister in exercise of his functions
under Regulation 56A, Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, has to
discriminate between works which are desirable and those which are
immediately essential, in the circumstances a report of the opinion of
the Medical Officer of Health was requested. The Medical Officer of
Health reported his opinion that the improvements are generally
desirable,

The carrying out of the improvements is in abeyance.

The periodic cleansing of the pail closets commenced by the
Corporation in November, 1947, is continued.

Water Supply.

The houses in the area are provided with constant water supply
connected with the Borough Service.

Houses as follows are served by stand-pipes :—
Houses 229, 231, 233, 235, Hertingfordbury Road. One external tap.
w 237, 239, 241, " " " ” ”
260, 262, 264, 256,1
» 268, 270, 272, 274,) o 3 X A i
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From the above tabulation it will be seen that of the total of
561 houses, 318 or 56:79%, are four roomed, and 205 or 36:5% are 5
roomed dwellings.

With regard to the number of persons occupying the houses, the
three largest groups give the following percentages :—

2 persons per house = 170 (30-3%) houses ; 340 (18-99) persons.

3 persons per house = 151 (26:9%) houses ; 453 (25-2%)) persons.

4 persons per house = 104 (18:59) houses; 416 (21-14) persons.

From the recorded information obtained from the six areas, the
number of persons per house is 3-2., this figure coincides with that
for the whole Borough based on the Registrar General’'s estimated

fisure of population and the number of houses in the Borough
according to the Rate Books.

Ouvercrowding Summary.

The following summary of recorded conditions of overcrowding
within the Borough, based on existing statutory standards, indicates
improvement during the year.

Overcrowding.

No. of Overcrowded houses at Ist January, 1948 17
Rehoused by Corporation sritig L

Abated by Occupier ... g

—— 15
New cases discovered (including 1 Border-
line case which became overcrowded
during the year ... 7z 8

No. of Overcrowding cases at 31st December, 1948 g
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

Milk and Dairies.
Milk Supply.

Number of Registered Producers ... A 11
i ¥, :] Producer/Retailers of Milk |
- " = Retail Purveyors of Milk ... 1

i i el Retail Purveyors of Milk
(Premises outside the Borough) 2
Number of Inspections of Cowsheds 29
Number of Inspections of Dairies ... 29

During the year an informal request was investigated reference
the possibility of registration as a Dairyman in regard to a corrugated
iron lean-to shed. OUn the grounds of expense in complying with the
requirements of the Milk and Dairies Order, the intention to
register was abandoned.

Milk (Special Designations) Orders, 1936— 1946.

Producers of “ Tuberculin Tested " Milk ... [
Producer/Retailers of * Tuberculin Tested " Milk =
i o s Y Accredited ™ Milk -
Dealer’s Licence to sell * Tuberculin Tested " Milk 1
Supplementary Dealer's Licence to sell “Tuberculin
Tested " Milk 1
Supplementary Dealer’s Licence to sell * Pasteurised
Milk 2

During the year, copies of reports on 20 samples of “ Tuberculin
Tested " milk, taken by the County Council from farms within the
Borough, were received. Of these 20 samples, 4 did not comply with
the required standard, but subsequent samples were among the
remaining 16 which complied with the required standard.

Ice Oream.
Tee Cream Premises.

The number of registered premises for the sale of lce Cream
within the Borough is:—

Registered Dealers (including 3 registrations during 1948) 13
Registered Producer/Dealer *cold mix ™ ... I
Number of changes of occupation

Number of Inspections 23
Numbher of contraventions ... 1

Registration in one case was deferred pending the pravision of
hot water supply. The requirements of the Corporation having been
carried out, the premises were registered.

Contraventions.

One contravention of Section 16 of the Food and Drugs Act,
1938, was remedied, the contravention referred to the name and
address of the vendor not being conspicuously displayed on the stall.



Qafes and Restaurants.

The following contraventions were remedied during the year:—

Provision of hot water supply 2
General cleanliness ... 1
Provision of adequate food sturage (a refngeratnr was
provided) . - o 1
Provision of adequate dranuge arrangements ]

A further contravention, viz., no intervening ventilated space to
the sanitary convenience, was discovered during the year. A builder
has instructions to carry out the work.

Shops and Meat Stores.

Number of premises registered for the preparation or
manufacture of sausages or potted, pressed, pickled

or preserved food intended for sale ... 16
Number of Meat Retailers ... 14
Numberof shops retailing general foodstuffs (nut lncllll.llng

the above Meat Retailers) : 56
Number of Inspections 68
Number of Contraventions ... 7

Contraventions.

Contraventions of the Food and Drugs Act discovered and
remedied during the year included . —
Provision of sufficient hot water supply ... 3
Provision of suitable and sufficient washing facllltles
(At the end of the year washing facilities had been
provided and cold water supply laid on, arrangements

are in hand for the provision of hot water supply ... 1
Provision of sufficient ventilation to the intervening

ventilated space to the sanitary accommodation ... I
Provision of ventilation to a Food Store
Cleansing and repair of ceilings sl P 1

Slaughterhouses and Slaughtermen.

The four licenced Slaughterhouses in the town are not being used
at the present time, centralised slaughter for the area being carried
out at the Ministry of Food's Central Slaughterhouse at Ware.

There are four Slaughtermen licenced by the Corporation under
the Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933.

During the vear, 6 visits were made to the Slaughterhouses in
respect of Section 57 (2a), reference the renewal of licences.

An enquiry was received during the year from the Ministry of
Food as to the number of premises suitably equipped for the humane
slaughter of pigs within the Borough. The Ministry of Food's
Executive Officer was informed that, * since the establishment of
centralised slaughtering at Ware, the four licenced slaughterhouses
within the Borough have deteriorated by disuse. Two only of the
occupiers of the premises are still provided with mechanically
operated instruments for the slaughter of animals. Noslaughterhouses
were therefore suitable for the slaughter and preparation of carcasses
for human consumption.”
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RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

The County Council are the authority for enforcing the provisions
of the above Act. All complaints of infestations received were passed
on to the County Pests Control Officer.

On the 12th June the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries held
a one-day Pilm Exhibition dealing with “ Rat Infestation.” Co-oper-
ation was given by this Department in the general arrangements and
publicizing of the Exhibition.

HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ACT, 1935.
Refuse Dumps (Section 26),

During 1947, consents were granted under the provisions of
Section 26 of the Hertfordshire County Council Act, 1935, by the
Corporation and the Hertfordshire County Council to the Southgate
Borough Council to deposit * refuse and waste material which is not
of an edible or putrescible character” in the Old Clay Pits near
Hertingfordbury Station.

Tipping was commenced during the year and the Refuse Dump
has been kept under obhservation.

Employment Agencies (Section 74).

There are only two Employment Agencies in the Borough
registered with the County Council, a Domestic Agency and a
Theatrical and Variety Direction Agency. The conduct and manage-
ment of these agencies has been in accordance with Part V of the
Hertfordshire County Council Act, 1935.
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Chemical Analysis (Parts per million).
Date Taken : 17-6-48.
Appearance : Faint opalescence with a slight flocculent deposit
consisting of ferruginous chalk particles

Turbidity: 5 (Silica Scale).
Colour : Slight yellow-brown. Odour : Nil. Filtered : Nil
Reaction pH.: Neutral 7.2.
Free Carbon Diwoxide ; 20. Electric Conductivity at 20° C,: 530,
Total Solids, dried at 1800 C.: 355. Chlorine in Chlorides : 25,
Alkalinity as Calcium Carbonate : 215,
Hardness : Total 245. Carbonate (Temporary) 215.

Non-carbonate (Permanent) 30.
Nitrogen in Nitrates: 2.8. Nitrogen in Nitrites: Approx. 0.01.
Free Ammonia: 0.040. Oxygen absovbed in 4 hrs. at 27° C.: 0.40.
Albuminoid Ammonia : 0.000. Residual Chlorine : —
Metals: Iron:0.70. Manganese: 0.03. Other metals absent.
Remarks : ;

These results are consistent with a water which is wholesome in
character and suitable for drinking and domestic purposes.

DRAINAGE & SEWERAGE.

There was no alteration to the sewerage arrangements in the
district during the year. Most of the district (except for houses in
undeveloped and low-lying parts of the area) is sewered. Sewage
disposal works consisting of detritus, settling tanks, contact beds, and
percolating filters serve the old urban area. Sewage from Broxbourne
and Wormley is disposed of by broad irrigation at the Sewage Farms,
after passing through screening and precipitation tanks.

Thrift Cottage, Ware Road, Hailey, which was formerly served
by a cesspool, was connected to the Council's sewer during the year.

Statutory Notices were served in respect of six houses, Nos. 2—
12, Burford Street, Hoddesdon, under Section 39 of the Public
Health Act, 1936, and sinks were provided in each house.

Negotiations are proceeding with the owner to provide sinks and
drains to a further eight houses in Lord Street, Hoddesdon.

Public Cleansing.

The Council decided that as from lst July, 1948, no cesspools
would be emptied free of charge within an area in proximity to the
public sewers as shown on a map available for inspection at the
Council Offices. The cleansing of cesspools (other than those
attached to industrial premises) in the remainder of the district
would be carried out at six-monthly intervals on request.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

Household refuse is collected once a fortnight. It is disposed
of by controlled tipping in a disused gravel pit in Rye Road,
Hoddesdon. Complaints regarding the prevalence of flies and
crickets in the vicinity have necessitated treatment with Tip Dressing
and preparations containing D.D.T. and Gammexane. The nuisance
from erickets was not extensive and was hmught under control hefore
it became serious. It is anticipated that this pit will be filled in before
the end of 1949, and a site further removed from dwelling houses is
being sought.
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PARTICULARS OF SANITARY INSPECTOR'S WORK during the

Year 1949,

The following inspections have been made and the following

notices served :—

Dwelling houses inspected under the Public Health and
Housing Acts

Housing, re-inspections, wnrics in prugress and |nter!.l1e1,.1,5
with Owners and Builders ...

Visits in connection with Infectious Dmeases

Inspection of Cowsheds

Inspection of Dairies and Mlll-;shups

Inspection of Stables and Pig-Sties

Inspection of Butchers' Shops

Inspection of Bakehouses

Ice Cream Premises

Visits to other premises where fﬂt}d is prepared andmr ex-
posed for sale

Market Inspections

Refuse Tip Inspections

Investigation of Cnmplatnts other than Hnusmu

Inspection of Factories

Inspection of Camping Grounds ‘and Caravans

Miscellaneous Inspections

TorarL INsSPECTIONS

Complaints received

Number of letters sent .

Number of Informal Nnt:ceq sened
Number of Statutory Notices served

Derects REMEDIED :
Drainage and Sanitary Arrvangements.

Drains Tested o

Drains provided, lmpruver.! relaid or repa!red

Drains cleared

Improvements to Soil Plpes Vent. Shafts, lnspectmn
Chambers, etc. ...

Baths, Sinks and Basins pruwded 1

Waste Plpe&i, prnwded improved and trapped

New W.C.'s provided ...

New Pans and Traps provided to W.C.'s .

New Flushing Cisterns provided to W.C.’s

W.C. Flushing Cisterns rcpmred

Urinals provided - -

W.C.'s repaired

Dusthins provided

Disused Wells and CESSpnoh filled in

Yard Paving provided or repaired -

Roofs, Gurters and Rainwater Pipes repmred

External Walls repaired

Chimney Stacks repaired

Firegrates provided or repaired ...

Damp-proof Courses provided

Dampness remedied

4348

1281
6

27
41
13
21
13
10

40
4
189
40
134
18
227
2503
197
622
116
37

41
37
21

32
22
14

44
23

3l
27

69
17
15
16
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Scabies.

Arrangements were made for the treatment of 31 cases of Scabies
during the year at the former First Aid Post. The Cheshunt Urban
District Council requested this Authority to treat cases of Scabies on
their behalf. The Council agreed to undertake this work. the cost of
treatment being reimbursed.

The total of 31 cases treated for Scabies during the year are as
follows : —

Children under 15 years of age : Boys, 8 Girls, 14 Total, 22
Adults : ... Men, 6 Women, 3 Total, 9

Total, 31

HOUSING ACTS.
Demolition Orders.

No Demolition or Closing Orders were served during the vear.

Housing Act, 1936: Overcrowding.

During the year, Overcrowding was abated in six Council Houses
and eighteen privately owned houses, mainly through the allocation
of new permanent houses. In addition, overcrowding in one other
house has been partially relieved.

Twenty-three cases of Overcrowding, which included sixteen
cases in Council Houses, were noted during the year.

Housing Progress.

During the year, forfy-eight new houses were completed, includ-
ing 37 Council Houses, and 11 Private Enterprise. In addition,
accommodation was made available for three families by conversion
of existing buildings. Four requisitioned properties were in use for
housing purposes.

FOOD AND DRUGS.
Milk and Dairies.

Number of Registered Producers ... 8
Number of Retail Purveyors of Milk.. 9
Number of Retail Purveynrﬂ of Milk b:; round I’mm uutslde

the district . 4

The Cowsheds and Dairies have been frequently inspected and
a total of 68 visits has been made.

Applications were made by one farmer to use premises for Cow-
sheds which were considered to be unsuitable and the applications
were refused.

One Dairy, which was inadequate, was discontinued during the
year. Larger premises were acquired, altered and improved, and
brought into use.
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Milk (Special Designations) Ovrders, 1936 and 1938 :

Retail licences in respect of Tuberculin Tested Milk 4
Supplementary retailers licences in respect of Accredited
Milk ... 0
Supplementary retailers licences in respect of Pasteurised
Milk ... 2
Supplementary retailers licences in respect of Tuberculin
Tested Milk s MEE

Milk Sampling :
Regular sampling of milk from producers in the district and of
supplies to schools is undertaken by Officers of the County Council.

The results obtained did not necessitate any follow-up action by the
Hoddesden Council.

Goats' Milk.

In December, a sample of goats’ milk on sale to the public, in
waxed cartons, was sent for bacteriological examination. The milk
was reported as containing Coliform bacilli in three out of three tubes
inoculated with 1/100 ml., and was de-colourised at the end at 25
minutes under the Methylene Blue Test.

An inspection of the smallholding where the goats' milk was pro-
duced was the subject of a special report to the Council in January,
1949,

A subsequent sample showed some improvement, but the owner
ceased to sell the goats’ milk by retail, it being sent away for manu-
facture into cheese, the Health Authorities for that district being
notified,

Although it is not a propitious moment to urge the necessity for
more controls, there should be some strengthening of the existing law
to cover the production, handling and sale of goats’ milk for human
consumption, particularly where this is carried on on a large scale.
The Milk and Dairies Acts and Orders apply to cows’ milk only, and
there is no specific mention of goats’ milk in the present law. Itis
hoped that this defect will be made good in the not too distant future.

Food and Drugs Act, 1938: Ice Cream.

There are 30 licensed retailers and one manufacturer registered
with the Council. In addition, 13 retailers from outside the district
have applied for registration with the Council to sell ice cream in
Hoddesdon Market, although only one attends regularly.

Ten visits were made to ice cream premises during the year.

Facilities for the bacteriological examination of ice cream samples
are still not available at the Public Health Laboratory at Hertford.
The nearest laboratories are at Cambridge or Luton,

Other Food Premises.

Visits paid to food premises during the year amount to seventy-
four.
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WARE URBAN DISTRICT,
WATER SUPPLY.

Area of Supply. The statutory area of supply of the Urban Council
co-incides with the old Urban District before the last extension of
boundaries, the remainder of the Urban District falling within the
statutory limits of the Metropolitan Water Board. By agreement
with the Board, however, the Urban Council supplies water within the
M.W.B. area of supply to all developed areas except Highfields,
which is supplied direct by the M.W.B.

It is estimated that only 0.6% of the properties in the district are
not connected to a main water supply.

Sources of Supply. Water is obtained from two wells, one at Musley
Lane and the other at Musley Hill, the former being the main source
of supply.

The Musley Lane well (Lower Waterworks) is 7ft. Oin, diameter
for a depth of 60ft. Oin., lined with cast iron segments, below which
is a 36in. borehole 40ft. Oin, deep.

The Musley Hill well (Upper Waterworks) is 7ft. Oin. diameter
for a depth of 136ft. Oin., lined with brick, below which is a 24ft. bore-
hole 30ft. Oin, deep.

Bath are in chalk,

Pumping Stations,

The Musley Lane Station is provided with a duplicate set of
36 h.p. Harland Vertical Spindle Motors and Borehole Pumps, each
capable of pumping 27,000 gallons per hour,

Water is pumped into the water tower which overflows into the
reservoir.

The Station is provided with Electroflo metering and recording
equipment for pumps, well water levels and water tower and reservoir
levels, The Station is automatic.

The Musley Hill Station is provided with one Harland Vertical
Spindle Motor and Pump capable of pumping 10,700 gallons per hour.

Water is pumped into the reservoir, and the Station is automatic.

Although the Water Tower supply is known as the High Level
and the Reservoir supply as the Low Level, the two are not separate
so far as source of supply is concerned, in that the Water Tower
overflows into the reservoir.

The Musley Hill Station has been recently provided with
Electroflo metering and recording equipment for the pump, but not
for the well water level.

The Musley Hill Station was not used during the year 1948,
partly due to the electricity load-spreading arrangements, and partly
because the installation of metering equipment was awaited.

Chlorination is carried out at both Stations, at Musley Lane into
the well, and at Musley Hill into the pumping main,

Analyses —Routine monthly samples of water are taken for bac-
teriological examination and a summary of the results is appended.
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Low Level Sapply High Level Supply
Nitrogen in Nitrates ... 54 5.6 '
Ditto  Nitrites ... Absent Absent
Free Ammonia 0,000 0.006
Oxygen absorbed 4 hours 270C  0.15 (.00
Albuminoid Ammonia 0.000 0.000
Residual Chlorine ... Absent 0.05

Remarks : These results are consistent with a pure and wholesome
water suitable for drinking and domestic purposes.

DRAINAGE & SEWERAGE.

Practically the whole of the district is sewered, the whole of the
flow from the area south of the river Lee entering the main sewer by
means of an inverted syphon under the river.

It is hoped to proceed shortly with the preparation of a scheme
for sewering the proposed Industrial Site in the Londun Road area,
including Red House Road, which latter is at present not sewered.
Provision will be made in the scheme for the whole of the sewage
from the area south of the river Lee to enter the outfall sewer to the
south-east of the town,

Most of the old sewerage system is on the combined or partially
separate system, with infiltration, and trouble is experienced with
silting up of sewers and surcharging.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

This is by means of land treatment, the sewage farm being
situate at Rye House, about 3} miles S.8.E. of Ware, almost
adjoining the Hoddesdon Urban District Boundary, and within the
Ware Rural District. The area of the farm is 136 acres.

All sewage is pumped from Stanstead Abbotts, including that of
portions of the Ware Rural District, some of which joins the Urban
sewers at the northern boundary of Ware and the remainder is
pumped to the Stanstead Abbotts Pumping Station.

Distribution of sewage at the farm is by means of overground
concrete troughs, from which the flow of sewage can be discharged at
various points as desired.

Much of the land is used for cropping, including potatoes and
greenstuffs. i

The drainage from the boundary ditches passes under the river
Stort and enters the river Lee.

REFUSE COLLECTION & DISPOSAL.

A combined weekly collection of refuse and salvage is in operation,
together with a separate weekly collection of waste paper from
business and trade premises.

A small system of weekly collection of pig food is also in operation.

Refuse is disposed of at a controlled tip off Amwell End which is
periodically dressed with appropriate tip dressing during the summer
months as required.

Waste paper is baled,
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Two samples of *“ Pasteurised "' milk processed outside the district
conformed to the prescribed standards. One sample of ** Accredited ™
milk produced witiin the area was found to be satisfactory. Two
samples of * Ungraded " milk retailed by a producer within the district
were examined; the first failing and the secend passing the tests
prescribed for © Accredited " milk.

The above tables show that raw “ Tuberculin Tested " milk still
falls short of the required standards; and pasteurisation no doupt
saves a lot of this milk from souring in the summer months.

Ice Cream.

Number of Manufacturers : 2
Number of premises registered under Section [14} 8

One manufacturer's output is of the order of 600 gallons daily.
The premises were equipped with 1 x200 gallon Holder Pasteuriser and
recording and indicating thermometers, homogeniser, two stage
covered cooler, 2 x 200 gallon vats, which are thermostatically con-
trolled and 2 x 60 gallon per hour Vogt Freezers. Anadditional cold
room has been constructed during the year. New equipment includ-
ing a “ Rose"” cutting and wrapping machine will be in use during
1949 and many other improvements are contemplated.

During the year, 79 samples were examined with the following
results :—

Ice Cream Samples,

Pasteuriser | Homogeniser | Cooler | Ageing Vats Freezer
[E= || ~ [®=l [ =] ==l By
Grade S'El- Grade (22| Grade |§Z/ Grade (% || Grade | §7%
2>l i C-<aiall U i .
i []
12'34—;+]|12‘3r,4|_+|| ga|4 E+‘1‘f a|1—|+|1|244-|+
-—-—---—_-—:—I—-_-—l——n—___ -I - — .a.-—i— e —..—.-
T l-1= 4'—1’2:_| & ‘2 -is|-/-'a|1|4/4/4/-5 2 90308 30"
2l X 'ﬁliﬂﬂHE'? iy
% in each grade of Anal produet taken from freezer |“'“'-
| 51
¥ : |5n|au|2:= ~|
%in each grade recommended by Advisory Committee |=—
| &0

These results are well below the recommendations made in the
Report of the Sub-Committee appointed to enquire into tests for the
bacteriological grading of ice-cream. The most disturbing single
factor is the presence of Faecal Coli. Steps are being taken in
collaboration with the manufacturer to effect an improvement.

A small manufacturer has a holder pasteuriser which complies
with ice-cream (Heat Treatment, etc.), Regulations.

The results of samples taken at these premises follow :—

Grade

|,,|
2K

IcE CREAM

No. of Samples ... | &

e —

3=}
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SAWBRIDGEWORTH URBAN DISTRICT

WATER SUPPLY.

A piped supply, provided by the Herts & Essex Water Company
from their deep wells in Redrick Lane. serves 93% of the Urban
District. The remaining 7%, comprising the wllage of Spelbrook,
derives its water from a public shallow well fitted with a hand pump;
and from several privately owned wells. A scheme to extend the
water mains to Spelbrook has been approved and work is expected to
begin during 1949,

The quality and quantity of both supplies of water has been satis-
factory and results of monthly bacteriological examinations are given
in Table A and B. The supplies are chlorinated, that from the
Spelbrook Well being carried out once daily by hand.

Table A. Herts & Essex Water Co.  Bacteriological Examinations

Plate Count Plate Count Plate Count
Date Sample Mo. 3 daysat 200 C. 2 days at37°C. 1 day 37° C. Remarks
per ml. per ml. per ml.

23-2-48 C/AA/l6 3 0 Absent  Satisfactory
24.3.48 C/AM/76 46
21-4-48 C/TE/54 0
27-5-48 C/EA/68 12
16-6-48 C/EN/61 12
28-7-48 C/RR/02 40

¥ L1
1] F1)
]

e =0 D -

3 LS |

Table B. Spelbrook Well. Bacteriological Examinations

Probable No.
Plant Count Plant Count Coliform Bacilli
Date Sample No. 3 daysat220C. 2 days at 370 C. per 100 ml. Remarks
per ml. per ml, 2 days at 3700C.

13-1-48 77 5 2 Nil Satisfactory
11-2-48 362 5 2 i o
16-3-48 661 5 3 A "
14-4-48 882 7 3 i o
18-5-48 1184 5 3 = -
15-6-48 1390 7 3 o e
13-7-48 1687 3 | 4 3
iﬂ=3-43 ]35? 'ﬁ‘ 3 LE ] (1
14-9-48 2145 8 3 oy y
12-10-48 2331 b 2 i )
9-11-48 2642 7 3 T "
7-12-48 2829 12 3

Owing to the satisfactory results, chlorine dosage of the Spel-
brook Well has heen minimal. The waters are not plumbo-solvent,

Dwelling houses supplied internally from puhlic mains ... 928
" " " by means of stand pipes i 52

Premises {mfludmg dwelling houses) in Spelbrook ut]hf-:mg
public well.. 70

Total ... 1050
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WARE RURAL DISTRICT.

WATER SUPPLIES.

The main water supply is obtained from two boreholes, 450 feet
deep at the Pumping Station at Puckeridge. The water is pumped
to a tower at Old Hall Green. The Metropolitan Water Board area
of supply includes the Parishes of Great Amwell and Stanstead St.
Margarets. Apart from these Parishes, the mains of the R.D.C. pass
through each Parish. The water is hard and of good bacteriological
standard. The water is chlorinated. Samples have been taken from
time to time from the piped supply and bacteriological examinations
made have shown the water to be satisfactory. The sufficiency is not
in doubt. Over three-quarters of the total dwelling houses in the

‘district have a piped supply. Seventy-one new connections were
made in 1948.

Of the private supplies throughout the district, approximately
two-thirds are deep wells or boreholes and one-third are shallow wells,

WATER SAMPLES.

Hrtﬂt.ﬂriﬂ-fogfﬂﬂf Examinations of Private Water Supplies

Probakle Mo,
: Plant Count Plant Count Caliform Bacillus
Date Sample Mo. 3 days220C. 2 days 370 G, 2 days 370C. Remarks

per ml. per ml. per 100 ml.
15-1-40 538 Too many 480 90 B.Pyocyaneus
to count present—
Unsatisfactory
15-4-48 539 22 9 Nil Satisfactory
15-4-48 540 300 80 -, B.Pyocyaneus
present—
Unsatisfactory
16-15-48 541 90 43 8  Unsatisfactory
16-5-48 542 46 22 Nil Satisfactory
20-6-48 543 7 2 " e
20-6-48 544 8 3 o i
13-8-48 545 7 3 »” "
30-9-48 546 460 160 8 B.Pyocyaneus
present—
Unsatisfactory
20.10-48 547 33 12 3 5

All the premises with an unsatisfactory supply have now been
connected to the Council’s main with the exception of No. 547, which
will he connected shortly.

Bacteriological Examination of Public Water Supply

22-6-48 620 5 2 Nil Satisfactory
before chlorination

22.6-48 621 7 3 Nil Satisfactory
after chlorination
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The scheme for sewering Wareside, Widford, and parts of the
Braughing Rural District is receiving the consideration of the Ministry
of Health. It was anticipated that Hunsdon would be included in
this scheme, but the village has been provided for otherwise as
indicated above.

Seventy-six sewer connections were made during 1948,

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Cesspools for private residents were emptied twice per year free
of charge and other occasions by request at cost. There are over 400
cesspools in the area. Pails are emptied twice a week from cottages
not connected with the sewer. House refuse is collected weekly in a
covered conveyance and disposed of by tipping at Standon and St.
Margarets.

PARTICULARS OF SANITARY INSPECTOR'S WORK during
the Year 1948.

Iuspections.
Rural Housing Survey, lce Cream Premises ... 65
Houses Inspected... s60 Bakehouses 20
Complaints 143 Factories 42
Infectious Diseases ... 12 Knackers ‘h"ard 24
Food Premises ... 170 Refuse Tips ... 58
Drainage : 217 Caravans 34
Water Supn]:llj,-r 214 Rats and Mice ... 17
Schools ... = s 17 Miscellaneous ... 95
Cowsheds and Dglriﬂs,.. 47 Total ... 2035

HOUSING.

Rural Housing Survey.

Inspection of the 2098 cotrtages in the District was commenced
in Pebruary, 1947, and 860 houses were inspected during the year
making the total to date 1,591.

Housing Progress.

Houses built by Private Enterprise 4
Houses built by Local Authority 78
as follows : —
Type 1 8 Airey Houses 24
ST 22 Bungalows &
o 22
Temporary Dwellings and Conversions 45

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

The following foods were found to be unfit for human consump-
tion and were surrendered :—

5 st. Various Fish 65 tins of Food (including
2 lbs. Bacon Meat, Pilchards, Salmon,
104 Ibs. Beef Sardines, Beans, Peas,
80 Ibs. Tea Soup, Jams, Milk, etc.)
20 Ibs. Pork Sausage approximately 37 lbs.
20 Ibs. Dried Milk Powder 520 lbs. Various farena-

foods (Biscuit Meal Soya
Flour, etc.)
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HERTFORD RURAL DISTRICT.
WATER.

Piped supplies have been taken into 12 houses which formerly
relied on public standpipes or wells.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.
Refuse Collection.

House refuse was collected fortnightly throughout the districtand
disposed of by tipping at Stevenage and Hertingfordbury. Direct
labour was employed for this purpose.

Cesspool Emptying.

The Council maintains a service for the emptying of cesspools at
private houses, four loads on not more than two visits being removed
annually free of charge, upon written application by the owner or
occupier. Charges are made in respect of additional emptyings.
325 Cesspools were emptied during the year, a total of 2,739 loads
being removed.

PARTICULARS OF SANITARY INSPECTOR'S VISITS and
INSPECTIONS during the Year 1948.

Hobhouse Rural Housing Survey 1106
i oy ir re-visits 35
Housing, other than Hobhouse... 3
Public Health 72
re-visits # 112

Sewage Disposal Works 51
Cowsheds and Dairies.. a7
Waterworks ... 37
Foodshops 5
Scavenging ... 6
Water Supply 28
Disinfections... 6
Bakehouse Inspectmns 2
Petrol Stores... 7
Overcrowding . 1
Vigits re Infectious Dmeasas 2
Miscellaneous 95
Total 1,665

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936.

Disinfestation was carried out at two houses infested by bugs.
An insecticide containing D.D.T. proved effective.

Disinfection, following the removal of a case of Tuberculosis to
hospital was carried out at one house.

Four W.C.'s were substituted for pail closets; sinks were pro-
vided in four houses and baths in five houses previously without them.

In addition to the above, at a number of the older Council houses
indoor water supply, baths and W.C.'s were provided as follows :—

Birch Green ... 14 houses. Walkern ... 18 houses.
























