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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
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Hertford (M.B.) 5 1 100 27 g oo
Hoddesdon 14 o 1 4 3 1
Bishop's Stortford 5 L g s 5. *3
Ware (U.D.) 6 5 10
Sawbridgeworth 3 3
Ware (R.D.) 11 98 32 1 4 10 1
Braughing 9 112 49 2 9
Hertford (R.D.) 3 57 26 2
East Herts (C.D.)56 1 700 181 1 11 31 6
Case Rate.
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Hertford (M.B.)  0.36 0.07 7.18 1.94 . 0.14 3.79
Hoddesdon 1.06 . 20.38 1.86 . 080 ... 0.23 3.820
Bishop's Btortford 0.41 4.56 1.24 . 008 ... 0.41 13.33
Ware (U.D.) 0.73 0.61 1.21
Sawbridgeworth  0.84 0.84
Ware (R.D.) 1.08 9.68 3.16 . 0.10 0.40 ... 0.99 4.85
Braunghing 0.98 . 12.00 5.25 R | 13 ) N |
Herttord (R.D.) 0.39 TG - B8 = e 03 ... ... 0.028
East Herts (C.ID.) 0.72 0.01 8.94 2.51 . 001 014 ... 040 3.82
England & Wales 1.87 0.13 9.41 2.22 0.01 0.01 0.05 0.19 0.00 0.79 7.16
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PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS.
Houses Nos. 27a, 27b, 27c, Cowbridge.

Complaint of serious flooding of the houses during heavy rainfall
is receiving the close attention of the Corporation. The cause of the
complaint arises from Sewerage difficulties and back flooding.

Mill Road—" Shed."

Arising from irregular occupation of the premises, it was necessary
to deal with various articles of clothing and bedding found to be in a
dirty and verminous condition ; the owner of the articles consented to
their destruction.

Hertingfordbury—"" Sanitary Circumstances.”

During September 1947, a re-survey was carried out of houses
and buildings within the area having a sufficient water supply and
sewer available and subject to procedure under Section 47 of the Public
Health Act, 1936, " replacement of earth closets by water closets at
joint expense of owner and the L.ocal Authority.”

The survey was concerned with 28 houses.

Arising from requests by the occupants of the houses, and pending
the preparation of a scheme to deal with the conservancy conditions,
the Corporation on the 13th of November, 1947, commenced the
periodic cleansing and disposal of the contents of the pail closets.

Water Supply.

The houses in the area are provided with constant water supply
connected with the Borough Service.

Houses as follows are served by stand pipes :—

Houses 229, 231, 233, 235 - - one external tap
e 237, 239, 241 - - Wiy » ”»
- 260, 262, 264, 266 | ;
» 268, 270, 272, 274 } T A

Common Lodging House, Railway Street—The White House.

This is the only registered Common Lodging House within the
Borough. The house provides nightly accommodation for 32 men ; the

number of men accommodated during the year was 6537, a nightly
average of 18 men.

The house is generally well conducted.
HOUSING ACTS.

During the year, inspections in regard to housing circumstances
at 156 houses have been carried out, the investigations were mostly

concerned with overcrowding and applications for Corporation houses.
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Bacteriological Results.
Number or Colonies developing
on Agar per cc. or ml. in 1 day at 37°C: 580.
2 days at 37°C: 700.
3 days at 20°C : 960.
Remarks.
The water contains large numbers of bacteria and although con-
sidered wholesome, it is not therefore of the high standard desirable
for drinking and domestic purposes.

DRAINAGE and SEWERAGE.

During the year, the drains from a Cowshed and Dairy, which
formerly discharged into a cesspool, were connected to the Council's
sewer.

One dwelling-house in Ware Road, Hoddesdon, was connected
to the main sewer and the cesspool at the premises filled in.

The drains at two houses in Old Highway, Hoddesdon, were
found to be defective and a new drainage system put in.

REFUSE COLLECTION and DISPOSAL.
Ogard Road Refuse Tip.

Although serious trouble from crickets did not arise in 1946, the
nuisance from these insects re-appeared in the Summer of 1947,
Vigorous preventative measures were taken, including treatment of
the Tip with a proprietary tip dressing and the nuisance was finally
abated. The use of this site for controlled tipping of household refuse
was discontinued early in 1948.

Gravel Pit, Church Lane, Wormley.

The deposit of debris and waste material at this tip is controlled
under a consent granted by the Hertfordshire County Council and
this Council under the provisions of Section 26 of the Hertfordshire

County Council Act, 1935.

In August, it was found that large quantities of refuse screenings
from Edmonton Borough Council’'s Destructor were being deposited
at the pit. These screenings contained a high percentage of organic
matter and were heavily infected with fly larvae, causing a serious fly
nuisance, Immediate protests were made and the tipping of this
form of refuse was discontinued. The surface of the tip was treated
with a D.D.T. Insecticide.
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Duwelling Houses, etc. (Defects remedied).

Roofs, Gutters and Rainwater Pipes repaired 83
External Walls repaired 8
Chimney Stacks repaired 7
Firegrates provided or repaired ... 7
Damp-proof Courses provided ... 1
Dampness remedied ... 7
Floors repaired or renewed 14
Floors ventilated 1
Rosms —Woalls and Ceilings ﬂ.palred and redecnrated 116
Windows and Doors provided or repaired 20
External Window Sills repaired... 2
Ventilation improved 1
Washing Coppers provided or rep,un:d 4
Staircases repaired 4
ORfensive Accumulations removed e

Tora. Numser ofF Derecrs REMEDIED 527

HOUSING.

One property, No. 1, Wentworth Cottages, Broxbourne, was re-
quisitioned during the year, and, after reconditioning, was used to
house a family living in overcrowded conditions.

During the year seventy-fwoe houses were completed including 53
Council Houses, 15 Private Enterprise, and 4 War destroyed dwellings
rebuilt. In addition, accommodation was made available for four
families by conversion of existing buildings.

Demaolition Orders.
No D:zmolition or Closing Orders were served during the year.

Housing Act, 1936 : Overcrowding.

During the year it was possibie to abate the overcrowding in three
Council Houses and thirteen privately owned houses. In addition,
overcrowding in ene other house has been partially relieved.

Seven cases of overcrowding came to my notice during the year,
which included three cases in Council Houses.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

During the year five houses were treated for bug infestation, in-
cluding two Council Houses. The same method of disinfestation was
followed as in previous years. In addition the furniture and effects
of two families moving into Council Houses were fumigated with
Hydrogen Cyanide Gas.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936.

Six Statutory Notices were served under Section 93 of the above
Act, for the abatement of nuisances, mainly items of disrepair and
sanitary defects in dwelling houses, all of which were remedied.

Seventy Statutory Notices were served under Section 75 of the
above Act, for the provision of dustbins at various addresses in the
district.

A new sanitary convenience with pr-:nrlsmn for both sexes, nas
provided under Section 89 at a Cafe premises at Wormley.
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Bishop's Stortford Urban District Counecil,

WATER.

The supply from the Pumping Station augmented by that from
the Pumping Plant at the Council Depot was satisfactory in quantity
and quality. All the water supply is treated by chlorination chemical
and bacteriological tests are made each gquarter, and the results
indicate that the water is wholesome and entirely satisfactory.

There are 54 houses not on the main supply (28 of these are in

Thorley).

There are still several blocks of cottages supplied by stand-pipes
situated in private yards.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

No alteration took place to the Public Sewerage System.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.
Refuse is disposed of by Tipping, on land adjoining the Castle
grounds.

PARTICULARS OF SANITARY INSPECTOR'S WORK during

the Year.
Inspection of the District.

Total number of visits ... R 3186
Dwelling houses inspected for Housing Defeus 239
Re-visits to dwelling houses, including works in progress 563
Premises inspected on com plafnt for nuisance other than

Housing Defects 55
Re-visits to premises where a nuisance was found tu exist 42
Special and miscellaneous visits ... 293
Interviews with owners, etc., at properties 166
Visits re Infectious Disease including Tuberculosis ... 48

s  Scabies, etc. 5

» to Slaughterhouse ... % 109

» Dairies, Cowsheds, etc. ... 57

»»  Bakehouses 31

»» Butchers’ Shops ... 34

»» Pish Shops 20

» Cafes and Restaurants ... 48

»w lce-cream Premises 55

,» other Food Shops, Stores, etc. 103

»w Markets ... ! . 68

v Factnrles{excludlng hakehnuseq hutchers Etc ) 104

»w  Workplaces, Offices and Shops 32
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HOUSING.

The calls of the house building programme, together with the
increased costs of labour and materials, again did not allow the
necessary reconditioning of the smaller house property of the district
which is mainly let at extremely low controlled rents. In consequence,
the further deterioration of this class of property did continue although
by action of the department on complaint 236 properties had serious
nuisances or defects remedied during the year.

During 1947, 282 applications for housing accommodation were
accepted by the Department, 114 families were re-housed and 202
applicants withdrew their applications or found their own accommo-
dation. At 31st December there remained on the list 434 applicants
awaiting consideration for housing accommodation.

Houses butlt during 1947.

By private enterprise - - - 29
War damaged properties rebuilt - Nil
Conversions into Flats - - - 4 (Family Units)
By Local Authority - - - 96

INSPECTION AND SUPERYISION OF FOOD.
Milk Supplies.

The number of persons on the register of dairymen actively
engaged in the production and/or distribution of milk at the end of
the year was six, as follows:—

Nature of Registration.

No. No. selling Designated Milk
Registered. Acerd. Cert. T.T. Past.

Producer Retailers and/or

Wholesaler - - - 2 1 i i i
Retail Purveyors resident

in the district - - 3 - 1 3 3
Retail Purveyors resident

outside the district - 1 1 - - -

All the premises and vehicles used in the production and
distribution of milk were inspected on frequent occasions throughout
the year and ninety-nine samples of milk were submitted for bacter-
iological examination at the Hertford Public Health Laboratory. Of
these only four samples gave unsatisfactory results, and | feel that
once again the producers and distributors of this area are to be
congratulated on an extremely good record, particularly having regard
to the difficulties still being experienced in many other parts of the
country.
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The summarised results of the samples taken are as follows:—

= Egmadicn, Sam pﬂ% t.:.rl-ten ! Hﬂ.-t.isl'?i::i;nr;r. Unsa l.?i?;mtur ¥-
Ungraded - - 3 3 -
Accredited - . 4 4 -
Pasteurised - - 33 32 1
Tuberculin Tested - 2 2 -
Tuberculin Tested—

Pasteurised - - 50 48 2
Certified - - - 1 1 =
Heat Treated - - 6 5 1

Eighty-four of these samples were obtained by the Department
and the remaining fifteen by officers of other authorities.

MEAT AND OTHER FOOD INSPECTION.

The numbei of premises subject to inspection under the provisions
of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, at the end of 1947 was as follows :—

Bakehouses - - 9 Other Food Shops - 59

Butchers' Shops - 14 Cafes and Canteens 2]

Fish Shops - - 7 Licensed Premises - 59
Miscellaneous Food Premises = 12

As seen from the details given in Part 1 of the report, these
premises received frequent visits of inspection and many minor works
of repair and alteration were carried out. Much defective equipment
is however still in use and considerable improvement in this direction
is necessary, and in food handling and preparation generally, if
conditions are to be brought up to the safe standard required.

There were on the register at the end of the year three premises
at which ice cream was being manufactured and twenty-six at which
it was being stored and sold. Many improvements were carried out
at these premises and in accordance with the Regulations issued earlier
in the year, two of the manufacturers placed orders for the supply of
suitable modern manufacturing plant. Twenty-six samples of ice
cream were submitted for bacteriological examination at the
Cambridge Public Health Laboratory and the reports afterwards
received show that fourteen were graded as satisfactory, four as fair,
four as unsatisfactory and four as very unsatisfactory. Unfortunately
the tests in use are not entirely without error and in consequence the
results obtained have no legal backing and can only be used as a
guide in tracing unsatisfactory methods of production and distribution.

The quantity of food found unfit for human consumption was well
above the average for recent years, but this can be accounted for by
the surrender at the Local Buffer Depot of over 4,700 containers of
military stocks returned from overseas and the surrender of other
goods at a local wholesale warehouse following heavy contamination
by infestations of rats and mice.
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TUBERCULOSIS.
Nomn-

Pulmonary Pulmonary

M. F. M. .

Cases on the Register 31/12/46 28 23 2 16
New cases notified during the year - 3 1 - 2
No. of cases restored to the Register - - - -
Inward transfer during the year 3 2 - -
Cases removed from the Register - 8 10 9
Cases on Register at 31/12/47 - 26 16 - 9

Scabies.

Total

69
6
5

29

51

During 1947 two males and six females were given benzyl
benzoate treatment by the District Nurses, either at the cleansing

station at the Council Depot or at their homes.

DIPHTHERIA PROPHYLAXIS.

Number of Children under 15 who completed the full course

of Immunisation during the year.

Sto9 !lt}tﬁ 14
1938.42 1933.37

Age at 31/12/47 |Under1 1 2 S
i.e. Born in year | 1947 | 1946 | 1945 | 1944 I 1943 |
£ LN T | I
I
No. Immunised 9 99 12 L oA 42

21

Total
under
15

186

T'wo-hundred-and-nineteen school-children received reinforcing
injections during the year and it is estimated that 809, of the children
under fifteen years of age living in this district are at the present

time immunised against diphtheria.

Number of Children under 15 who had completed |
a full course of Immunisation during 1947 ...}

Number of Children under 15 who had received|

re-inforcing dose

186

219

Number of Children who had completed the t'ull course of
Immunisation at any time up to 31st December, 1947.

Age at 31/12/47 |Underl| 1 [P 4 | 5to9 |10told E:;:l
| I
i.e. Born in year | 1947 | 1946 ’ 1945 | 1944 | 1943 1933-4211'.153._31 15
I ' [T B
Nnomber - . ! |
Tmmunised 9 108 | 118 | 125 | 143 | 80z | 721 2026
e e P ._‘.._IJ' !-- - — - —
Eatimated
mid-year 897 - 1647
population 1947 ,
Insulin.

During 1947 seven persons were supplied with Insulin free of cost.
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Ice Cream.

A new manufacturer seeking larger premises started manufactur-
ing ice cream in November. The pasteurisation plant consists of the

following modern equipment.

1 x 200 gallon Holder Pasteuriser with recording and indicating

thermometers.

1 x 200 gallon Homogenizer.

1 x 200 gallon Cooler.

2 x 200 gallon Ageing vats. Thermostatically controlled.
2 x 60 gallon per hour Vogt Freezers,

1000 ft. Cold Room.

No samples of ice cream were taken during 1947 but the
manufacturer was obtaining satisfactory reports on samples sent by
him to the Borough Dairy Laboratories and Appliances Co., Ltd.

Thereis also a small manufacturing retailer of ice cream who had
the necessary heat treatment appliances as prescribed by the lce
Cream (Heat Treatment, etc.) Regulations, 1947,

Meat Imspection at Central Slanghierhouse

Number of visits to Slaughterhouse 98
" " » 1 Laboratory with specimens ... 1

Weight of meat condemned in lbs, (disease).

Beef Mutton Pork Total
Diseased 34600 975 947 36522
Flood damaged 115 1679 674 2468

During the past 7} years the Sanitary Inspector has devoted
many hours of over-time to attendance at the Slaughterhouse.
Owing to illness in the autumn of 1946 and acting on medical advice
this 1002 inspection was discontinued until such time as assistance
could be given.

It will be appreciated that the records relating to the incidence
of diseases as given below in Table A. must be a conscientious work
if the statistics are to be of any real value. As 1009 inspection has
been impossible, it follows therefore that the percentages given do
not present a true picture of the incidence of disease.












SCABIES.

a1

The following cases were treated at the Scabies Treatment
Centre in the Council’s yard (87, High Street) :—

Women and children by the District Nursing Association, Men

by a Council Employee (who is also a member of St. John's Ambu-
lance Association.)

Children under 14 years of age Total
Cases Contacts
Boys 2 (Contacts 3) Girls 5 (Contacts 3 7 6
Adults
Men 5 (Contacts 2) Women 2 (Contacts 3) 7 5
14 11
DIPHTHERIA PROPHYLAXIS.
Number of Children under 15 who had completed | 131
a full course of Immunisation during 1947 ...}
Number of Children under 15 who had received) 6
re-inforcing dose |
Number of Children who had completed the full course of
Immunisation at any time up to 31st December, 1947.
Age at 31/12/47 [onder1] 1 2 i 3 .I 4 | 5t09 |10to14 ngﬁl
i.e. Born in year | 1947 | 1946 | 1945 | 1944 | 1943 |1938.42(1088.87| " 15
Numhber I | | _i
Immunised § | 18| 15| 157 | 86 | 887 ‘ 628 | 1454
Estimated ¥ ‘ 3 5
mid-year 652 1146
population 1947 ‘
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SCABIES ORDER, 1941.

Cases were treated by neighbouring Authorities as follows :—

Pour cases were treated by the Hoddesdon Urban District
Council and two contacts.

DIPHTHERIA PROPHYLAXIS.
Number of Children under 15 who had completed |
a full course of Immunisation during 1947 ...}

Number of Children under 15 who had received)
re-inforcing dose ) ] i ;

115

203

Number of Children who had completed the full course of
Immunisation at any time up to 31st December, 1947.

Age at 31/12/47 |Under1| 1 | 3 3 ! 4 |5to9 Ilﬂ-t{r- 14 3‘;’3:5'?
i.e. Born in year | 1947 | 1946 ] 1945 | 1944 | 1943 |1938-42 1933.37| 15
1
U |——————————| ———t- E -
Number | f |
Immunised 12 | 61 | ao g5 | 89 491 528 1866
Estimated : |
mid-year 798 | 1404
population 1947 .





































