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A Survey, having as its obhject the supply of complete detailed
information of the structural and other conditions existing at all house
property of less than Twenty Pounds Rateable Value, was commenced
in September.

[n August and Septemnber a survey of the conditions existing on
the Council’'s Housing Estates was made and it was shown that there
were 20 families living in statutorily overcrowded conditions and
another 20 families living in difficult circumstances. The erection of
the new houses in 1947 on the Havers Lane Site would improve the
unsatisfactory conditions.

During 1946 private enterprise built 18 new houses and made
available by conversion and adaptation 7 other premises for housing
purposes. At the end of the year 23 families were being accommodated
in requisitioned properties and another 2 families in emergency hous-
ing accommadation. By the end of the year the Council had erected
33 temporary prefabricated bungalows (Uniseco Mark 11l type) in
Dimsdale Crescent.

Fuctories.

For the purpose of administration by the Factory Department
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service the Urban District
was transferred during the year from the London to the Cambridge
area. H. M. Inspectors of Factories referred 7 complaints to the
Urban District Council during the year and informal action was taken
in all cases to secure the remedying of any defects or the execution
of any necessary works.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
Mk Supplies.

The cowsheds, dairies and milk vehicles in use within the district
were inspected at frequent and irregular intervals throughout the year
and were on all occasions found to be maintained in a reasonably
satisfactory condition. [t will, however, be noticed that a gradual
reduction is taking place in the number of producers and retailers of
millk operating in the district and at the end of the year there were
only two producers of any consequence and five retailers remaining
on the Register. Of the latter the major undertaking 1s that ¢f the
Bishop's Stortford Dairy Farmers Limited who now retail milk in
many of the adjoining areas as well as covering a large part of the
Urban District itself.
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The H.T.S.T. plant at Messrs. Allen and Hanbury's continues
to give excellent results, and no faulty samples have been recorded
since its installation in 1942,

Attention is again directed to the unsatisfactory samples ob-
tained of T.T. milk coming into the district. Eight samples taken
ex-churns as received at the creamery from one producer were un-
_satisfactory and did not satisfy the prescribed tests. The milk from
this producer no longer comes into the district, but the attention of
the pruper1 authorities was drawn to this producer’s record, which
was first adversely commented upon by the creamery's bacteriologist.

Another unsatisfactory producer, whose record was rather bad,
(official and creamery samplings being unsatisfactory), was stated to
be without a churn steaming stool for re-sterilising churns, and this
was thought to be the chief cause of the failures.

Two complaints from other districts as to Tuberculin Tested
milk bottled at the creamery were traced to the latter producer. One
complaint from a third district relating to T.T. Pasteurised milk was
most probably due to a bottling fault when a new bottle washer was
installed, but a later investigation proved this to be a transitory fault.

A resolution of the Council was sent to the Herts. County Council
to the effect that steps should be taken to require producers of
Tuberculin Tested milk to cool it efficiently before delivery to the
creamery by means of refrigeration methods, as it has been found
that during the summer months the retail distribution of this grade

of milk would be virtually impossible without considerable souring
unless heat treated. ‘

The unsatisfactory supplies of Pasteurised bottled milk were
undoubtedly due to the faults in handling by the retailers who
purchased the milk in bulk from the creamery.

Samples of Milk taken at Wholesaler's Premises.

In Churns. Bottled,
Fasszed. Failed. Passed. Failed.
Pasteurised 30 — — —
Tuberculin Tested — — 4 =

(Pasteurised)
Tuberculin Tested — 9 9 5
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Sawbridgeworth Urban District.
WATER.

The town is supplied by the Herts and Essex Waterworks
Company from their deep wells in Redrick Lane. 93% of the houses
have a constant supply from the waterworks. The remaining 79 in
the Village of Spellbrook obtain their water from shallow wells.
Spellbrook Public well continues to be chlorinated each day and no
samples of water, analysed monthly, were found to be unsatisfactory.

SEWERAGE.

At the Central Disposal Works the sewage is disposed of by the
sedimentation and bacteria bed process, the effluent eventually
entering the River Stort.

The South Sewerage Disposal Works is a temporary plant con-
sisting of septic tanks with land irrigation and will be converted to a
more modern system when facilities are available.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Refuse is collected alternate weeks and affixed near the Centrzl
Sewerage Works.

SANITARY INSPECTOR'S REPORT for the Year ending 31ist
December, 1946.

Inspections.
Dwelling Houses Inspected 67
Re-inspections and Visits 23
General Inspections . 6
Visits re cases of Infectious diseases 4
Disinfections : 9
Complaints Investigated {and sett]ed] 1
Moveable Dwellings Inspected 2
Registered and Licences Food Premises Inspected 5
Shops (Meat stores and Fish) 2
Water Samples Taken Lk 7
No. of visits to shops for condemning food 11

Total number of visits: 137
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Ware Rural District.
WATER SUPPLIES,

The main water supply is obtained from two boreholes, 450 feet
deep at the Pumping Station at Puckeridge. The water is pumped
to a tower at Old Hall Green. The Metropolitan Water Board area
. of supply includes the Parishes of Great Amwell and Stanstead St.
Margarets. Apart from these, mains pass through each Parish with
the exception of Eastwick and Gilston, and a scheme has been pre-
pared for the extension of mains to cover this area, The water is
hard and of good bacteriological standard. The water is chlorinated.
Samples have been taken from time to time from the piped supply
and bacteriological examinations made have shown the water to be
satisfactory. The sufficiency is not in doubt. Over three quarters
of the total dwelling houses in the district have a piped supply. 210
new connections were made in 1946,

Of the private supplies throughout the district approximately two-
thirds are deep wells or boreholes and one-third are shallow wells.

The parishes of Gilston and Eastwick are at present supplied
partly by private wells and partly by a private piped water supply.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

Standon and Puckeridge are sewered and gravitate to a pumping
station in Paper Mill Lane, Standon, from which the sewage is raised
to a disposal works south of the village.

High Cross and Wadesmill, Great Amwell, 5t. Margarets and
Stanstead Abbotts are drained to pumping stations from which the
sewage is raised to join the Ware Urban District sewers.

Part of the village of Hertford Heath is in the Great Amwell
parish and is sewered by agreement to disposal works in the Hertford
Rural District.

A scheme has been prepared and approved for the sewering of
Wareside, Widford and Hunsdon and it is anticipated that works will
be undertaken in the near future. The works have been designed to
take the sewerage from Little Hadham and Much Hadham in the
Braughing Rural District.

Six szwer connections were made during 1946,
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Braughing Rural District.

WATER SUPPLIES.

The Northern part of the District is supplied from two deep
bore-holes at Chipping, from which water is pumped to a water tower
at Throcking and to a reservoir at Buntingford; while the southern
part of the district is supplied from Much Hadham, augmented by a
supply from the Ware Rural District which is pumped to a water
tower at Albury to serve the parishes of Braughing, Albury and the
higher parts of Little and Much Hadham. All the water ischlorinated.

The Buntingford Waterworks are available as a standby.

It is estimated that the mains now supply 75% of the District.
DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

No alteration took place to the Public Sewerage System.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.
Cesspool emptying services inaugurated at the beginning of the
year.

Charge is only made if more than two emptyings are requested.
Scavenging.
- A monthly collection of refuse in all parishes with the exception
of Much Hadham and Buntingford where it is fortnightly.

HOUSING.
Rural Housing Survey.
Inspection of 502 of the 3275 cottages in the District was
completed by the end of the year.
These houses were classified as follows :—

Category 1. 98.

2. 89.

3. 118.

4. -

5. 197.

Details of classifications for each parish.
Category.

1 2 3 gm4y 5
Wyddial - - 12 — 14
Aspenden ... 19 3 5 - 16
Anstey — 20 12 -— 31
Meesden — —_ 14 — 8
Albury 5 9 23 — 43
Buckland ... 39 11 10 —- 13
Buntingford (part of) 31 47 52 —_ 32
94 90 128 — 157

e ———— e i
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Hertford Rural District,
WATER.

Piped supplies have been taken into 29 houses which formerly
relied on public standpipes or wells. In one instance, the Council
paid for the cost of taking the piped supply to within a reasonable
distance of the house and the owner for taking the water into the
house. In the case of 16 other houses, which had depended on public
standpipes, the owner laid services into the yards of the houses.

-

Quarterly samples from the Council’'s two water pumping stations
were again taken for bacteriological examination and reported
satisfactory.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.

Eight W.C.'s were substituted for pail closets; two privy pits
were converted to pails, and sinks were provided in eight houses pre-
viously without them.

Disinfestation was carried out at three houses because of bugs
and at two where fleas had caused trouble. An insecticide liquid con-
taining D.D.T. proved effective,

Two lengths of sewer of insufficient diameter have been relaid
at Tewin.

HOUSING.

The completion of war damage repairs and preparatory work in
connection with the Council’s housing schemes, combined with the

licensing of building works, has prevented a serious start on the sur-
vey of rural houses.

Class 1 (fit) g s i
Class 2 (requiring minor repairs) R
Class 3 (requiring structural work) ... vus L
Class 5 (beyond repair at reasonable cost) ... 21

Towards the end of the year, a “ Nissen" corrugated iron hut,
formerly used as part of a searchlight station, was found to be occu-
pied by a man, his wife and four children all under five years of age.

The Council has provided them with a second-hand portable range
on easy terms.
























