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II. —-General Provision of Health Services for the Area.

Nursing in the Home.
This is carried out by the Hertfordshire County Nursing
Association.

Laboratory Facilities.

The examination of elinical Material (swabs, sputuom and blood)
is carried out at the County Medical Hospital Laboratory, Hill End,
St. Albans, for all districts except Hertford (M.B.) and Hoddesdon,
which are served by the Hertford County Hospital Laboratory.

Samples of water are analysed either at St Albans or the
Counties Public Health Laboratorvies, London, E.C., according to
facility of transport. Milk analyses are earried out at 8t. Albans.

Hospitals (Voluntary).

HerTrorRD. Coanty Hospital (165 beds).
Bisunor's StTorTFORD. The Hospital (61 beds).

County Institutions (Infirmaries).

male, 91

o

Bispor's STORTFORD. Hayvmeads (166 beds :
female™).
*including & Maternity beds and 4 cots

=1

Ware. Western House (85 beds ; 42 inale, 40 female™, 3 children’s).
“inclunding 2 Maternity beds.

Ambulance Facilities.
(@) For infectious cases. A motor ambulance is kept at each
of the Isolation Hospitals at Hertford and Cheshunt.
Tuberculosis cases travel to and lrvom Ware Park Sanatorinm
in a motor ambulance belonging to the Herts County Council.
(b) For non-infections cases. There are motor ambulances
stationed in the following towns :—
(1) Hertford. (Hertford County Hospital).
(2) Hoddesdon. (Urban District Council).
(8) Bishop's Stortford. (Herts County Couneil).
(4) Ware. (8t. John's Ambulance Association).
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Borough of Hertford.
Water.

There are four separate pumping stations ; Molewood, Hartham,
Port Hill and Wadesmill Road. Meost of the town is supplied from
the Port Hill Reservoir, which is filled from Melewood and Wadesmill
Road. Bengeo, Hertingfordbury, Great Molewood and the higher
parts of the town are supplied from the Bengeo Water Tower, which
is filled from Hartham and Wadesmill Road. Port Hill pumping
station is being kept as a stand-by. The Waterford pumping station
is no longer used.

The new pumping station at Wadesmill Road was opened in
June, 1938. At this station there are two 24 inch boreholes each
driven 450 feet into the chalk and lined for a distance of 100 feet.
The pumping plant consists of two complete electrical units, each
comprising a 115 h.p. electrical motor and multi-stage bore hole
turbine pump with the necessary valves, meters, pressure gauges
and level indicators. Each unit discharges water at the rate of
70,000 gallons per hour to the Fort Hill Reservoir and 55,000 gallons
per hour to the Water Tower.

Drainage and Sewerage.

The method of disposal of the sewerage of the town is by the
presedimented activated sludge process, and the resulting effluent is
ultimately discharged into the River Lee.

The extension of the Corporation sewer to Hertingfordbury has
been completed, the scheme provides a 9 inch sewer and pumping
plant for lifting the sewage ; the greater portion of the village is now
provided with facilities for drainage and water supply. A house to
house survey has been carried out and a report has been presented to
the Corporation on the sanitary circunmstances. The village is mostly

on the conservancy system.

Public Cleansing.

There is a weekly collection, in covered freighters, of refuse which
is disposed of by controlled tipping on Hartham.

Moveable ashbins are now in general use. There is still one
covered ashpit at Bengeo for a block of 4 cottages.

The number of cesspools in the Borough is 41. These are
emptied free quarterly.
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During the year, 18 houses found to be in certain respects unfit
for human habitation have been improved. The defects dealt with
were dampness; absence of separate water supply, taps and sinks;
inadequate drainage and paving; and general dilapidation. The im-
provements were carried out informally after the owners had been
served with schedules of requirements.

Overcrowding Survey.
Housing Acts, 1935 and 1936.

The following particulars have reference to overcrowding within
the Borough, based on the standards of the Housing Acts, 1925 and
1936 and the rules as to measurement and occupation prescribed by the
Minister of Health.

Overcrowding.

Number of cases of overcrowding recorded by the survey

to the 31st of March, 1936. ... 24
Number of cases recorded since the 31st March, 1936 .. 12
Number of cases recorded to the 37st of December, 1938 36

Bt

An analysis of the extent of overcrowding on the

31st of December, 1938, is as follows :—

Number of cases of overcrowding abated :

" (a) rehoused by Corporation, 1936 8
rehoused by Corporation, 1937 3
rehoused by Corporation, 1938 4

— 15
(6) abated by responsible occupier, 1936 8
abated by responsible occupier, 1937 1
abated by responsible occupier, 1938 4
—_— 13
Number of Cases abated to the 31st December, 1938 28
Number of Cases of overerowding, 31st December, 1938 3
With regard to these 8 cases of overcrowding,
applications have been received for houses on
the Corporation Estates in respect to & 1
Of the remainder, 6 are in occupation of Corporation
houses awaiting transfer to larger houses 6

The Corporation have erected 63 houses at Horns Road to meet
the housing needs of the Borough.
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Ware Urban District.
Water.

The supply, which is publicly owned, has always been satisfactory

in quality and quantity. There are two deep wells sunk in the chalk :—
1. Upper Waterworks (136 ft.) at Musley.
2. Lower Waterworks (101 ft.) at Musley Lane.

Storage is provided for by means of a Water Tower of 200,000
gallons, and a Reservoir of 240,000 gallons capacity. Considerable
improvements have been made in recent years by the division of the
Town into High and Low Level Zones. The water is chlorinated
before distribution.

Drainage and Sewerage.

Practically the whole district is sewered. The sewage gravitates
to the pumping station at Stanstead Abbotts, in the Ware Rural
District.

From here it is lifted to the Sewage Farm near Rye House (131
acres) and distributed by broad irrigation.

Public Cleansing.

Refuse is collected weekly in two covered mechanical conveyances
and is disposed of by controlled tipping ; land in the valley between the
Railway and the River is being lifted 5 ft. by this means.

There are 30 houses with cesspools and these are emptied free by
the Council.

There are still 25 houses with pail closets and one with a chemical
closet, and these are also emptied weekly by the Council.

Shops Aet, 1934. Section 10.

Twenty-seven inspections were made during the year and all shops
were found to comply in regard to the requirements of sub-sections
1 (@) and 2 governing the ventilation of shops and the provision of
suitable and sufficient sanitary conveniences.

With regard to sub-section 1 (b) governing the heating require-
ments, twelve shops were without heating facilities, and as ten of these
had shop parlours or similar rooms with heating facilities adjacent, no
action was taken. An assistant was employved in only one of these
shops. In two butcher shops heating facilities were provided for the
clerk in the cash desk, but not for the shop.
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Inspection and Supervision of Food.
Milkk & Dairies Order, 1926.

The requirement of Article 21 of the Order that utensils shall be
cleansed and scalded with boiling water or steam is not observed by
any of the cowkeepers or retail dairymen in the district, with the
exception of one retailer who has a steam cabinet and stool for churns.
Even this retailer does not sterilise his bottles. This cannot be con-
sidered entirely satisfactory in view of the legal requirement ; and from
both the consumers' and tradesmen’s points of view there are many
reasons why bottles and other utensils should be as nearly sterile as
possible.

With regard to the requirement that dairymen shall cause all
vessels to be kept at all times in a state of thorough cleanliness, a
circular addressed to all dairymen suggested that they should point
out to their customers the hygienic advantage obtained by rinsing
bottles thoroughly in cold water immediately they are emptied.

A circular further to that sent out during the previous year was
also addressed to all persons retailing milk in the district, informing
them that information had been received that the practice of filling
milk bottles in the streets continues; and that a report would be made
to the Council of any retailer found Lo be doing so again.

In fairness to all producers it may be said that every effort is
made to guard against contamination of the milk, and the interior of
the cowsheds and dairies are maintained in a clean condition. All
porducers have been requested to remove the milk from the cowshed
immediately each cow is milked and cool forthwith ; and this procedure
is to the best of my knowledge now faithfully carried out.

Milk Samples.

Pasteurised Milk. :
Mrocegsed tn Processed ont-
.. gide 1D,
Number of samples - . . 2 3
Passed plate count and coli tests . 2 2
Failed plate count and coli tests - — 1

The four samples of Pasteurised milk which passed both the plate
count and Coliform tests, also satisfied the Phosphatase test; but the
one samﬁle of milk, processed outside the district which failed both
plate count and Coliform tests were unfortunately never subjected to
the Phosphatase test.
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Hertford Rural District.
Water.

A piped supply serves the parishes of Aston, Bemington, Walkern
Watton, Stapleford, Sacombe, and part of Bengeo Rural. The water
is obtained from two boreholes, 312 feet in the chalk, at the Aston
Pumping Station, and distributed from water towers at Benington and
Aston.

The new 310 feet deep boreholes at Little Berkhampstead have
been brought into use and are supplying the parishes of Bayford,
Brickendon, Hertingfordbury and Little Berkhampstead. The supply
is proving ample in quantity and the monthly samples which have
been taken for chemical and bacteriological examination have proved,
excellent in quality.

The parishes of Tewin, Datchworth and Bramfield are supplied
from the Welwyn R.D.C. reservoir at Burnham Green, the water being
obtained in bulk from Welwyn Garden City Waterworks.

Waterford village (in Stapleford Parish) is supplied from a
shallow brick well (11 feet) situated between two courses of the River
Beane, and the water is pumped by a wheel actuated by the river.

The Metropolitan Water Board serves Hertford Heath (Little
Amwell).

Drainage and Sewerage. _

AsSTON. The northern portion of the village is drained by a 9in.
outfall, graviting to sewage disposal works situated in the valley east
of Aston Dene. The south-western portion of the village is drained to
a pumping station near Stringer's I.ane, from which the sewage is
raised through a cast iron pumping main into the head of the
gravitating outfall. At the disposal works the sewage is passed
through sedimentation tanks, the effluent from which is irrigated
on land.

BENGEO RURAL. The village of Waterford i1s sewered to a
small pumping station, from which the sewage is raised and disposed
of on an area of land. Tonwell drains to a small irrigation area to the
south of the village.

BENINGTON. A portion of the village is drained by gravitation
to a small irrigation area west of Garrat’s Farm.

HERTINGFORDBURY. There is a small scheme at Birch Green,
the sewage being dealt with by broad irrigation on an area of land.
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