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THE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF EARBY
ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL, OFFICER OF HEALTH

For the year

1955

by

M, HUNTER,M,B.E,,M.D,D.B.H,



Divisional Health Office,
19a, High Street,
Skipton.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Earby Urban Distriot Council. '

Mr, Chairman and Gentlenen,

I have the honour to submit for your information,
ny Anmial Report for the year 1955, and to include as an Appendix
a report on the Local Health Authority's serwvices in the West Riding
County Council's No, 1. Health Division, which coversg the urban
districts of Silsden, Earby, Barnoldswick and Skipton,and the Skipton
Rurel District.

The report deals mainly with environnental hygiene,
which, I venture to suggest, is so well attended to in this country
to=day that only when there is an industrial dispute, or a disaster
such as widespread flooding, is it borne in on those who do not
nornally think of such natters that good sanitation, a supply of
pure water and food and other sinilar natters are not part of the
natural order of things. Actually, they are highly artificial, and
depend on contimious work by trasined staffs, and on carefully
comordinated adninistrative arrangements. The Appendix gives sone
account of activities in the field of social nedicine, and the
progress which is being made. These activities are integrated at
various stages and levels with those of your own department, and
on an increasing scale,

I am agpin indebted to the Sanitary Inspector and
hig Staff for their advice and support during the year, and to the

Chief Officers and Staffs of other Departments for the help so
willingly given.

I an,
Yours faithfully,
M. HUNTER.

Medical Officer of Health.
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SECTION A - STATISTICAT, SUMMARY,

Ares. of the Urban District (acresJ DIETTIRTS 3,519
Estinated population ces anes e 5,210
Population at 1951 Census SAN RN S 5,348
Nunber of inhabited houses (estinmated) ... ees 2,125
Hateable valuﬂ fﬂT Gﬂﬂerﬂllﬁrte ass BeE mEaa £31 093

Sun represented by a Penny Rate ese ses sen EZI_'L-B.
DIRTIES ; 1
Live, legi'l':-ir.m‘l:,a .see sas sss EE%;i %%ﬂ E%ﬁlaa
Illegitinate cen sue o A [
 Total: 76 7 29
Still,legitinate sse eos s - - 1
Dlegitinate Ceeeiees = - -
Total: P R Ll R T M
Total Births: il 27 Ay

. . BIRTH RATES:

Live Births (per 1,000 estinated population) .sue ses 14458
Still Births (per 1,000 live and still births) ...  12.98

DEATH RATES:
crude
(per 1,000 egtinated population)., -
A1l CAUSES waws sss s88 sse se8 s8e s00 sas see saw 15035'
Tuberculosis of Respiratory Systen ... sse see sss «19
Other forns of Tuberculosis ses BeE mEE BEE BEE -
HEEPirEtDrF DiSEﬂSEE e s mER SEe SAB BB B84 Bas 1053
Canﬂer EE % ®BEs S84 EEE FTEE S SA8 S S BEE Etll
HE&rt Hﬂﬂ GiIGUlatOIT'DiEEﬂSG Bed S48 BEB STE BES 5«95

Death Rate of Infants under one year of age.

411 infants (per 1,000 live births) ees cse sse sus 65
MATERNAL MORTALITY:

Rates per 1,000 total (Live end Still) Births. ... 12,98



DEATIS :

Cause of Death.

Disense:

Tuberculosis Respiratory
Tuberculosis Other

Syphilitic Diseases

Diphtherih

Whooping Cough

Meningococcal Infcctlﬂn

Acute Polionyelitis

Measles

Other infective and parasitic disecases
Melignant neoplasn, stomach
Malignant neoplasnm, lung, bronchus
Malignant neoplasm, breast
Malignant neoplasm, uterus

Other nalignant and lymphatic neuplasns

Leukaenia, Aleukaenia

Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous systen
Coronary diseases, Angina
Hypertension with heart dlseaﬂe
Other heart diseases '~

Other circulatory diseases

Infiuenza

Pneunonia

Bronchitis : mEIMAE s
Other diseases of respiratory systen
Ulcer of stomach and duodenun
Gagtritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea
Nephritis and Nephrosis

Hyperplasia of prosteate

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion
Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill~defined diseases
Motor wvehicle accidents

All other accidents

Suicide

Honicide and operations of War

A11 Causes:

Meles:

Fenales:

Total:

ol ey 3Ry g i el R BT ¢ o SRR oy 3

t HL P WEPLE LT penod ) 00 1wl 118
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COMENIARY QN VITAL STATISTICS.

BIRTHS:

_The birth rate was 14.58 compared with 12,45
and 16,81 in 1954 and 1953 respectively.

_The rate for England and Wales was 15,0 in 1955,
e
' The death rote of 15.35 is higher than the figures

-of 12,45 and 10.62 obtained in the two preceding years. The
rate for England and Wales in 1955 was 11.7.

INFANTILE MORTALTTY:

.. Deaths .of infants under one year of age munbered five,
giving a rate of 65 per 1,000 live births, compared with 31
and 34 in the two preceding years, and 25.0 for England and
Wales as & whole. '

Two deaths were attributed to congenitel malformations,
the canges of which are gtill largely unlmown.

A

MATERNAL MORTALITY:

. There was one meternal death in 1955., the first for
five years.
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SECIION B.
PROVISION OF HEATTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

GENERAT,:

_ The hone mirsing, midwifery, health visiting, home help,
nental health and ambulance serwvices are provided by the
County Council and described in the Appendix. Reference will
also be found there to clinic arrangements, health education,
vaccination and irmrmnisation, and the school health service.

LABORATORY SERVICES:

The Public Health laboratory at Bradford is that to which
mogt of the specimens of water, milk, ice-crean and other foods
are sent for examination., It is also used for pathological
specimens, which can be sent by bus in cases of urgency. A very
good service is provided, and the Director is always available
for consultation.

HOSPITAL SERVICES:

Although hospital management committees are, as their name
implies, responsible for day to day administration, they are in
most respects subordinate to the Regional Hospital Boards of which
there are 15 in England and Wales. Organisation is therefore no

 longer a local matter, and it is perhaps more appropriate to give

details on an area rather than a district basis. So far as this
part of Yorkshire is concerned, the hospitals adnitting the majority
of patients are shown in the table overleaf although the Leeds and
Bradford hospitals still take their quota.

In this Division the births in maternity units comprise over
80% of the total births each year, compared with a national average
of 64%, and a Ministry of Health recoumendation that hospital
provision for 50% of births is sufficient. Although it has not been
necessary to refuse an application for several years, sentimental
and vested interests of warious kinds exert a powerful deterrent
influence where maternity hospibal accommodation appears relatively
excessive and a reduction is suggested. Nevertheless, it is
important to remember that one maternity bed less will release
enough money for three mental hospital beds, four mental deficiency
beds, or three geriatic (i.e. old peoples!)beds. Accommodation in
these categories is always short in this area. The smaller
hospitals contimie to be handicapped by difficulties associated
with the availability of nmurses and doctors. This is particularly
unfortunate for the Skipton Hospital where extensions have been
planned but the scope of the work is decreasing.
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Scalebor Park
Victoris Hospital
General Hogpital
Marsden Hospital
Bank Hall
Maternity Hosp.
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Hartley Maternity
Hospital
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Hospital

Victoria Hosp.
St. John's Hosp.
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| General ! 143
Long termn sick _58
Maternity 34
Infectiaua
Diseases 72
Mental Illness | 2,540
General ! 64

Long tern siqki' 182

Maternity Wy
|
Mental i
Deficiency . 169

= e

Bedg

At it e T

e g S — e
CaT

e

——

rm

=y

e e



L

Se

1.

BLIND PERSONS:

The statutory definition for the purposes of
registration as a blind person under the Hational Assistance
Act, 1948 is that the person is "so blind as to be unable to
perforn any work for which eyesight is required". Such
persons, if aged forty or over, can clain a non~contributory
old age pension, '

Persons who are not blind within the meaning of this
Act but are nevertheless substantially and permanently
handicapped by defective vision may be classified as partially
sighted and cone within the scope of the welfare services which
the local authority are empowered to prowvide for blind persons,
but are not eligible for the specinl pension. There are twolve
blind persong in the district. The Blind Persons Teacher
exercises supervision and helps with their problens, and
specialist exaninations are carried out periodically by an
ophthalnologist.

WATER SUPPLIES:

Mr. Walker, the Surveyor and Water Engineer has kindly
supplied the following information:-

The water supply throughout the district has been entirely
satisfactory in aquality, but the drought brought wvery serious
shortages. Restrictions on the use of water for swilling,
watering gardens and washing cars were imposed on the 27th
July, and frequent sppeals were nade to obtain the co-operation
of consuners to conserve ocur gtocks of water, Fron the 9th
Septenber, supplies were given through the mains for a linmited
period of twelve hours each day, and on the lst October this
period was reduced to eight hours Monday to Friday, and six
hours on Saturdays and Sundays. The twelve hours service

was resuned on the 2nd Noverber, and the twenty-four hours
supply on the 9th Noveunber, but restrictions were not entirely
renoved until the 2lst Decenber,

The Agreenent authorising the purchase of bulk supplies in tine
of energency fron Barnoldswick Urban District Council could not
be invoked owing to the low lewel of Elglack Reservoir, Ewvery
possible source of additional water was investigated, and
eventually an energency schene involving the installation of

an electrically operated punp and the laying of 1,200 yards of
6" nain was put in hand jointly with Barnoldswick to obtain
water standing in Thornton Rock Quarry. This source yielded a

total quantity of 4,100,000 gallons of water of excellent quality,

ny Council®s share being 2,000,000 gallons.
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2. OSamples of all waters ha.ve bean taken regular:l.;.r by the kind .
comcperation of Mr, M,H. Beckwith, and submitted for Bmmj.rmtiun
with satisfactory results in all cases of water taken into supply.

85 samples. weére taken for bactericlugi-:}a.l emnu:ation, and 3 for
chenical analysis.

3. Samples exasined at six monthly intervals show no sign of plumbo—
sol\rent ac‘tlcn b}r the water. .

du (E_i} I"FLll_f_ZleI‘ of ._;muses with direct mlpp]_.;:h . 1,991 °
[ 5,000
(b) There are no stand 'pipé_ supplies. ',

Pt}plﬂ.a:t-iﬁn s'e_arvéél {&pprqxiﬁateiy,‘l:

(]
k.

The latest awvailable figures show that there was a
further increase in food poisoning in England and Wakes in 195Z.,
the incidents (i.e., outbreaks and sporadic cases) rising by 739
to 6,016, As an outbreak may consist of any mumber of cases fron
two upwards, many thousands of people were affected of whom 34 are
reported to have died.

_ It was not always possible to discover the pause of
the pciaonEg but where mve"tlgaticrns were successful three  types
of bacteria or germn were frequently inerininated. Staphylococel are
conveyed to food from the cuts and sores of food handlers, and their
transmission to food such as ham and tongue, boiled bacon, pressed
meat and brawn, could be prevented by a modified "no touch" technique
in handling these potentially dangerous products. Clostridum welchii
find their way into meat dishes from the unclean hands of cooks, rarely
from the gut of .animals killed for focd. OCutting out the .cooking of
meat, and gr&vy in bulk the. day before it is eaten, and avoiding the
reheatmg of meat dishes would largely eliminate the risk from these
gerns. The Salgonellese germs of which there are a large variety, are
most frequently found in fanily outbreaks and sporadic cases, indicating
the role of the human ecarrier and the importance of personal hygiene.
The masgs of disease which results, and much goes unreported, is entirely
preventable. Our standards are too low, and far too nany handlers of
food have deplorable standards of hygiene, cﬂubmm{, dirty habits with
an attitude of indifference.-




New powers designed to secure higher standards,
are contained in the recently published "Food Hygiene Regulations,
1955", nost of which are operative fron lst Jamuary, 1956.
Althaugh designed to strengthen the hands of local authorities,
the public can play an inportant part in reising these stendards
by refusing food which they have the least doubt about,

ATMOSPHERIC POLIUTION:

The neasurenent of atnogpheric pollution is under-
taken 'b:.r the County Council in conjunction with the Departnent
of Sciemtific and Industrial Research, and three types of
instrunent are located at the Divisional Health Office. The
deposit gauge neasures the anount of deposited matter polluting
the atmosphere, the lead peroxide instrunent the emount -of -sulphur -
(80,) pollution, and the smoke filter the anount of suspended

ity.

The results of analyses with these ingtrunents are
ghown in the following table:=-

il o

Rainfall  Total Solids Sulphur in  Average daily

" e in mo. }deposited in ngus.{SG ) | suspended ine
Month it - |‘tons per sq. per 100 sq. | purity in ogos.
: | nile. ‘cns. per day. per cibic netre.
IBIIEARE e = 1 17.99 {0 33
February | e 10,04 . 1% 059 R
Merch wi By 15800 4" < g8 )
April 49 15.53 | 0.6 o figs.avallﬁbla
May 79 L4.6 S 30
June 62 0y M 0.6 26
July P R T e~ M Ly RS 28 Y J;u"i - De25 E A
August 37 17 2 | 0.25 26
Septenber 65 16.8 | 0.6 | 0=l
October 79 16.4 1 0.6 39
Noveriber 53 121 f .o 39
Decenber - 5 ' ?4 | 26.2 ; 5 % | :Ho figs.available

In thﬁ ﬁnnual Repart P 1954 reference was nade to -

the Beaver Committee Report and this year a Clean Air Bill has
been introduced into the House of Cormons which gives Gfiect tn
its nmain recommendations., These are, briefly:- i

(1) To prohibit the enission of dark smoke from chirmeys, railway
engines; and vessels, subject to certain qualifications.

(2) To prohibit the installation of new industrisl furnaces
unless operated without enitting snoke.
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(3) To require that the enission of grit and dust shall be
ninimised, and that new industrial furnaces i
pulverised fuel or large quantities of other solid fuel
shall be provided with grit-arresting equipment.

(4) To empower locel authorities by order, subject to confirnat-
ion by the Minister concerned, to declare “snoke control
areas" in which the enission of snoke fron chimmeys will
cohgtitute an offence.

The Bill has, in general, been welcomed, and it
shows that public opinion is roused against the harn done by
atnospheric pollution to human health and conmfort.

MAT TONAL, ASSTSTANCE ACTS, 1948 and 1951,

These Acts provide for the renoval to hospital
or other suitable place, of persons suffering fron grave chronic
disease, or being aged,. infirm or physically handicapped are
living in insanitary conditions, being unable to devote to
thenselves, and are not receiving fron other persons proper
care and attention. Under the first Aot application for removal
is nade to a Magistrate's Court; under the second an order can
be made by a local Justice of the Peace, and is used in cases of
urgency. However, it is only as a last resource that these
povers are used, where there is complete laclk of home care and
where the individual refuses to go to Hospital or Pert 111
Accormodation, despite every effort being nade to persuade
then or otherwise provide for them., It was not necessary to
Invoke these powers in the district during the year.

SECTION C.
PREVALENCE CF AND CONTROL D?ER INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

HT'E :

No case has been notified within the district for
several years, and alﬁhﬁugh the percentage of children irrmnised
againgt this disease 1s higher than the national average there
is still room for improvenent. Further reference to this natter
is nmade in Section 10.of the Appendix.

SCARLET FEVER:

During the present century the power of this
infection has greatly declined, and it is now a nild disease.
Complications are rare, and where conditions are satisfactory
the nmursing of cases at hone is encoursged. 14 cases were
notified in eight nonths of the year; 4 being the largest munber
in any one nonth. Cases in the five preceding years munbered
20, 9, 11, 19 and 52,
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WHOOPING COUGH:

2/, cases were notified compered with 1, 51 and 34 in the

' three preceding years. .Other cases nay have occurred, but

escaped notification because of their nmild nature, This sometines

"~ oceurs in children who have been lﬂﬂﬂﬂl&ﬂd against the disease,

which has resulted in a considerable degree of immunity, but
stopping short of complete protection. Bobter social and
domestic conditiohs, thé smaller size of fanilies, inherited
resistance, and diet are no doubt other factors contributing te
this inprovenent,

Lhaolio:

The ebb and flow of infections is also well illustrated by
this disease which, until 1933, was the nost deadly of the cormon
infections of childhood, Deaths are now extrenely rare and
conplications infrequent. As there were 117 notifications in
1953, and 1 in 1954, a higher incidence was to be expected in
1955« In fact, 72 notifications were received. : 5

POLIOMYELITTIS:

1 notification was received, of a non=-paralytic case.
There were five other cases, {all with paralysis) in the. Division
of which one was fatal. The fear of this disease is understandable,
but in assessing the dangers. it should be remenbered that of all
children under 15 years almost half as nany again die frﬂu :
accidents as fron all the infective diseases.:

‘TUBERCULOSIS

In the Report of the Ministry of Health for 1954 it is
stated that during that year the deaths fron tuberculosis fell
t0 7,897, being a reduction of 11% on the previous year,

Fresh notifications were also reduced to 42,348, a reduction of
9%. Whilst this may be regarded with sone satisfaction it should
be renenbered that for each death there are thirty tuberculous
patients in the country around us, their total munber being

about a quarter of a nillion, A najority of-these patients are
not infectious, but the huge total does contain a. pool of infection
over which control is at present inadequate. It is fronm this pool
that so many young people contract infection and perhaps frank
disease when they leave the sheltered environnent of hone and
school for industry; and they are also at risk fronm the not . .
inconsiderable muuber of infectious cases in the cormmnity which
have been neither disgnosed, notified, nor treated. Little wonder
that tuberculosis is still tha prlnc;pal cause of prolonged
incapacity and death in the age groups between 20 and 40, and

that the incidence in the lowest social class renains twice as
high as it is in the highest social class,



Obviously, the problen of tuberculosis is far fron
being solved despite all we know about’its prevention, about the
detection of new cases, and the possession of new drugs which have
revolutionised treatnent, Although there arc grounds for optinisn
with a death rate now falling each year, it should not be forgotten
that Medicine 1s not, and never will be, an ezact science, and in
tuberculosis there is always the danger of relapse. Cure camnot,
therefore, be guaranteed,

In so far as this district is concerhed & cases
of tuberculosis were notified during the year compared with 6, 9
and 6 in the three preceding years. 9 patients were adnitted to
tuberculosis hospitals during the yeax and 6 were discharged.
49 ‘'cases rerained on the register at the end of the year.
Fortunately, adnission to these hospitals can now be secured as
soon as treabtnent is recormended and accepted.

Tube Teat :

The arrangenents for giving a tubereulin test to
21l school entramts (subject of course to perental approval)
which  were inangurated last year have been contimued; and this
procedure has also been used at certain child welfare clinics
where "birthday exaninations" are given. All these young
children should be tuberculin negative, indicating that they have
not been infected with the gerns of tuberculosis. Where a positive
test results search is nade anongst the fanily and other close
contacts for the source of infection, for these contacts are rarely
minerous, and by this procedure, hitherto unknown cases. of :
tuberculosis have been discovered. In one fanily such a child was
found, active diseage discovered in his nother, and healed disease
in an aunt and grendfather. We are particularly indebted to the
Chest Physician, Dr, " W.D. Henilton, for Z-ray and exanination of
these contacts. The:.part he plays in integrating the hospital
and local health authority services is holeworthy, for we have
frequent-discussions, he attends our case conferences every nonth,
and the health visitors talre ‘duty in rotation as his clinic murses.

Mass Miniature Rnﬂium

There are now 69 units operating in this eountry
at a cost of sone £500,000 per ammiri. The mnber of cases of
active tuberculosis found by these units averages between two
and three per thousand persons exanired, Unfortunately, the
minbers presenting thenselves for exanination are usually only in
the region of 30 to 40 per cent of the population,
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So that in the majority of surveys, although cases-of active- ---
tuberculogis are found and offered treatnent, a larger munber

of active cases do not attend and contimue on their way spreading
the disease, for probably half of these undetected cases will
have a positive sputun. Their minbers nay even be higher, for

"~ it is well recognised that when surveys are done on a voluntary
basls those who have tuberculosis tend to be less willing to

cone forward for X-ray. Many suggestions have been nade as to
how this response of 30 to 40 per cent could be raised to 70
 per cent or nore. Compulsion is the nost obvious and is operated
in certain countries, but it would bring many objections here,
and ‘encouragenent along with the enlightcned exmiple of nany
industrial firns and services geen 4to offer the best hope of

changing public opinion,

A unit of the Leeds Regional Hospital Board visited
the Division during the year and a brief report of the findings
is as followsi=

M".'I.EE‘; Ft.nzzlas. Tokals * [
s ML i P ;
l. Exaninations carried out: A R R e |
“{a) Miniature X%rays Takeh: = = '{1'?'?0"" 1731 3501
b) Large X~rays taken: .»... - | 72 53 125
B Ltm.lyses | provis.mnal fmdi:lgs*' g : |
(a} ﬂaaes of lactive tu‘berculoaisq bop ok %
(b) Cases of inactive
tuberculosis: 'r 14 8 22
Ec) Other abnornalities: TN [Tl L P R Y- TN
d) Failed to reattend for. . ! l

'
1
T e "

large £iln: L ! - g 3 -
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B,CsGy Vagcinotion:

_ This forn of inoculation produces in the hmumn body
an artificinlly scquired resistance to subsequent infection with
the tuberculosis gerns. The duration and gtrength of this
resistance are at present unknown; but it is now cecepted throughout
the World that D.C.G. does reduce the risk of contracting tuberculosis.
It is,. therefore, given by the Chest Physician to children who are
perticularly at risk, and these nay include newly born children. And
it is given by the School Medical Officers to those thirteen year old
children who show, by neans of a negative tuberculin test, that
they have not previously acquired the infection and arean especial
risk during adolescences Details of this schene are given in the
Appendix to this Report, in the section desling with the School
Health Service,

OTHER DIEASES: | | |

10 notifications were received for pneuxr'ﬁia, but none for
food polsoning, dysentery, or erysipelas. One case of meningococeal
infection fron the district was notified elsewhere. '

NOTIFICATIONS OF, AND DEATHS FROM INFECTICUS DISEASES.

e e e T e T R e e e i b o -y . i e . |

- Age Groups. -~ | = |
Disease 0 1'3i5:10115 25 'Age | Total [Cases |Total
lotified to to to to to| to| and ‘un-' | cases {adm.to |Deathg

11351015} 25] over known| notif-{hospital
! ] Ll : | | ied _
e _. i e
Scarlet Fever | ='2'2/9] 1|=| = | = 14 8 -
Diphtheria BRI EE A o T SV - =
Acute Polio= | TR . |
myelitis N B 1 3 B =
Measgles | = 1815 39! wl- - - 72 T -
Whooping Cough * 1 /7 6 8: 1! = o S (R i a
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SANTTARY CIRCUMSTANCES (F THE AREA
SUMMARY CF INSPECTIONS MADE DURING 1955
HOUSING ACCOMMODAT ION

Interviews 175
Inspections 139

+ . - PUBLIC HEALTH AND HOUSING ACTS

INSPECT IONS 212
REVISITS 160
GENERAL Drainage 53
: Publie Conveniences 89
Rodent Control 96
Refuse Collection and -Salvage 188
ornioke observations a8
Defective Dustbins _ 78
Factories - 26
Interviews with owners 70
~Accurplations 3
Clinie 6
-Qutscavenging - - A
Schools 8
Shops 70
Sewer Treatmnent 4
Disinfections 15
Cinena 2
‘Hotels and-Inns : 16
Refuse Disposal T4
Disinfestation 3
FOOD PREMISES :
Inspections 5

INFECTIOUS DISEASES
Inquiries

SAMPLING Water (FPluribo-Solvency)
Water (Chenical)
Water (Bactericlogical)
Ice Crean
Milk (Bacteriological)
Milk (Pathological) 10

= s T o

NOTICES
Informal Served - 34 Corplied with -
Formal Served -« 1 Conplied with -

&



o SUMMARY OF WORK CARRIED OUT

Roof's Repaired 16

Defective plaster repaired . R0
Outbuildings repaired i
Wglls repaired 6
Floors repaired 10
Windows repaired 1
Doors repaired ; 3 2
Fireplaces repaired 4
DAMPNESS SO -
S DEFECTS : Defective Drains repaired 52
Eaves, Gutters repaired 10
Sinks repaired 4
Rainwater pipes repaired 6

W.W.C's repaired 10

MEAT AND OTHER FQODS.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES :

During the year the slaughterhouse was used by the
najority of butchers within the district, and although difficulties
were experienced owing to lairage space thege were overcone
chiefly by the wholeheartied co=operation of all the butchers -
concerned, The working arrangenents between the butchers and
nyself have been very aniable and satisfactory, and although
weekmend slaughtering means weekeend ingpecting this loses its
drudgery when happy conditions exist. I would like to pay -
trilute to the co-operation I have received from ny colleague,
fron Barnoldswick, Mr, Brewer, who has relieved me during holidays,
and thig enabled the record c;-f 100% inspection to be kept up.

It is very gratifying to know that co-operation is always at hand

vhen required.

The following is a squar;r crf the munber of animals
killed and Inspected with details of condemnations:~



Munber killed i Al 607 126 =

Number inspected i - 607 126 2

All diseases except

= 0] (3!

Cysticerci

Whole carcases
condermned - - - - ast -

Carcases of which
sone part or organ

was condermed 56 - -

=
o
i
1

Percentage of the
No, infected with
other diseases w334 3% - e 9.3% - -

Tube: 0 8)

Whole carcases i .
condenned LA - £ = £ -

Carcases of which

gone part or organ ’ ; -

was condermed R - wa - 7 -
Percentage of the

Noe infected with B ;
diseases - - - - - 5% -

MEAT SHOPS AND DISTRIBUTING VEHICLES:

| These have renalned satisfactory throughout the year.
SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1933.

There are 8 licenced slaughtermen on the register.



UNSQUID_FOM;

During the year the following foodstuffs were exarined
and found to be unfit for luman consunption:-

*+ Ox Tongue '6 1bs,
Kippers 4 1be.

Boiled Ham 15 1lbs.
‘Corned Beef 12 ozs.

Regular visits were made to the above premises, and
conditions were found to be satisfactory. Regular cleansing and
1;__mawasli1mg were carried out: -

Nunber on Register ses ces see oo 5

18 visits were made to thﬂae preulsea and conditions were
found to be satisf&ctory.

PRESERVED FOCD PREMISES:

T LR T METDHRGgiEtBT Pre sew 8w --.':- L

These premises were regularly inspected and found to be_a&tiafac'bory.

“FOQMD_AND DRUGSACT, 1938: SAMPLING:-

I an informed by the West Riding County Council, being
the Food & Drugs Authority under the above Act, the following
sarples were ﬁakan.by thslr ofﬂlcers durlng thﬂ year:-

Gemiine Adulterated: Tobal:
Milk “-21 - 21
'D'bhﬂr FDQdE - — — - )
Drugs 1 :
FO PREngLSES

. The standamd nf genernl and perscnal hyglene in food premises
remains-very high, but surveillance and education of the trader has
contimied, and no.stone is left unturned to see that the public get
clean and wholesome food.

I an proud to report that again there has been no notification
of food poisoning during the year.



ICE _CREAM.

NMurber of premnises registered for the sale and
namifacture of Ice Crean seH BEE mEE Aew Jfl-

Munber of prenises registered for the sale of
Ice {]rem] a4 Sd@a Ses S8 2]-

54, visits were nmade to these prenises during the -
year, and note was given to the cleanliness of utensils and.plant.

16 sanples of ice crean were taken during the year, :
and the bacteriological exaninations were carried out by the
Public Health leboratory Service at Bradford. The results of these
exartinations showed that all sanmples were placed in Grade l.

MILK _AND DAIRIES.

Adminisgtration appertaining to Milk and Dairies has
now been reduced to sampling nilk, a sunmary of which is given
bElGWt

Milk.  Tegt. Taken:  Satisfactory: Unsatisfactg
Tuberculin Methylene '
Accredited ditto - i %
Ordinary ditto a. 8 s

LICEN :
Deai t Pa
oL ed Mi tion
Dealers Supplenenta
Licences: icences:
Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) 1 L
Pagteurised : - 2
Sterilised 6 -
O D iF a W N Re

Tuberculin Tested 1 -
Acecredited - -



HGISE'IG

The fDllel!l{’ tables give details of the mumber of
applicants on the Councils walting list, together with the
re=housing that has taken place during the year:i-

Iurber on registei‘ 31 124 Hés san sam 139
Munber of applicants registered

dllril‘lg 1955 = a8 d mas Ewa i@ BES ED-
| 259,

- Number re-~housed e e 63

: Mber ﬂtlﬂm‘m L = 1 [ N ] e B [ B N ann 37

Total munber on register 31. 12. 55. 159

New Hougses Erected |

HDr't-hGlme ES‘tﬂ.’f’-B - -8 e q--ll a8 d SEE S88 II-U

Kelbmﬂk : Be s Bad Se§F SaE e iy 15

A.F. Blulgﬂlﬂwﬂ : Bas THE BEE e Bew ' 8

*" New Houged ander Congtruction g

I{elbmﬂk L W ] L ] LN ] LN ] [N 6

PUBLIC CLEANSING AMND SALVAGE:

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL:

Outscavenging duties in the Kelbrook area, which are
carried out by contract have been satisfactorily attended to during
‘the year. A

| o Weekly refusé collection was contimuied, and no d:.ffa.m:.lty
~ was experienced in maintaining this service. The Department received
no uunpla:mts regarding collection,

The staff engaged on collection and disposal have again
proved very efficient and willing, and the Doparbmen’b has had no
difficulty in engaging suiteble labour.



COST OF COLLEGTION AND DISPOSAL.

;Avﬁraéé nett cost per Joad, £1. 18, 2,

Average nett cost per ton £0. 18. 7.
Muriber of loads renmoved
by Motor Vehicle 1,450

Estinated weight of refuse

EXPENDTTURE =~ e
QMGIII‘U}I ey £| E-- d. £. E- d. £l- ét di
Wages 20 -
Haulage L SO0 & -
Tools, Implenents
and Ropairg-« ° dinwo By -
Cutscavenging 7T - -
Depot, Bent & Insurance 30 -
Loan charges on vehicle 119 - =
Other expenses:- -+~ o 1 i - 3,486 =~ -
DISPUSAL
Hagea:. Tip L5 - =
Incinerator B5 - v -
H&u.lage - —_ -
Repairg and +-« ++: TR
- Maintenance f i =
Rent & Insurance - - B+ 4 -
Loan G}IE.I'EES 37 —_ - 61'.9 - -
sl Th - LI -
INCOME
Salvage 1,100 = -
Re~chargeable works: .- 200w va - " -k;300 = =
DISPOSAL A
Tipping Charges gy’ L g
Tip Rents 8 —
Rent of Booth
Bridge Farn 29 o - 68 8. .
: ¢ : 1,358 8 o 1,358 _ 8§ -
' B, e P

renoved by Motor Vehicle 2,975 tons 5 cwbs.




SALVAGE.

Collection of waste paper, scrap iron and rags is
carried cut in conjunction with the collection of refuge, and the
edgétienit of the waste paper 51tuutlnn has caused an increase to
be mde " in the lnﬂﬂﬂﬂ ‘recelved.

SEWERS .

During Novenber a test treatment was performed on the
nanholes of the Council's_ sewerage system. This was followed by a
naintenance treatnent on 64 menholes. The results revealed that 13
of these manholesg were infested, and these were subsequently
poisoned.

The total nunber of inspections in regard to the baiting
and %reatnent of the sewers was 154.

FACTORIES:
“Ho. on Written O

Register. Inspections. Nobices. Prosecuted.

(a) Factories in which

Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6

to be enforced by :

loecal authorities 9 2 - -

(b) Factories not incl.

in (a) in which section

7 is enforced by the

local authority 40 AL Wigeed -

(c) Other premises in

which section 7 is

enforced by local

authorities (excl., out-

workers prenises) = - - o

49 26 - -




CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUID.

Inadequate ventilation
Ineffective drainage of floors
Sanitary Conveniences

Particulars No, of cases No, of cageg in
: in which defects which prosecut—
uere - Lons were
instituted
Found: Renedied: '
Want of cleanliness 2 2 -
Overcrowding - - =
Unreasonable Temperature - - =

(a) Insufficient it ik =
b) Unsuitable or defective - i 2
c) Not separate (Sexes) - - -
Other offences against this
Act not inel. offences
relating to outworkers) - - =
3 3 -

SMOKE OBSERVATIONS:

It was found necessary on two occasions to call attention
to infringenents of the Council's byelaws relating to black snoke
enission. ©Sone trouble has been caused through the emigsion of
grit, but consultations with the owners lead us to hope that they
will endeavour to do all that is posgible to prevent this miisance.

RODENT GONTROL:

96 visits were made during the year in order to deal with
complaints received. No heavy infestations were encountered, but
regular and systematic treatments have been carried out whenever
weather conditions permitted at the Council's refuse tip, sewerage
works, and depot. Minor -infestations at indiwvidual properties were
dealt with, and where necessary structural work executed.

-
e T LELL e
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1, GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

The division consists of the following districtsi-

g Populetion Area in Acres

Silsden Urben District 5,820- - 7,101
Earby Urban Distriet 5,548 3,519
Barnoldswick Urban District 10,282 2,764
Skipton Urben Distriect : 13,210 4,211
Skipton Rural Distriet - 253,715 (e by ]

(-8 figures derived from Registrar General's
Preliminary Report on 1951 Census).

Social conditions in this mixed urban and rural community
changed-1ittle during the year, for although some branches of the
textile industry experienced difficulty, eand four firms in West
Craven oeased production, it was possible to find elternative
employment for the great majority of male operetives. Women,
particularly those requiring only part time work have been more
difficult to place, In other trades and ocoupations there has
been very little unemployment. In fact, most industries,
egriculture, and the railways are permenently short of employees.

Housing conditions have improved in all the districts, and
a start has been made in olearirg slum properties under the
provisions of "The Housing Repeirs and Rents Act, 1954", The
weather in 1955 was the reverse of that experienced in 1954, the
summer being remarkeble for its long spell of hot, dry weather,
and the autumn meinly dry and mild. Farming, one of the steple
occupations, thus hed a much better yesr. :

The prolonged drought hed a serious effeot on many water
supplies, Although it was a greast inconvenience to meny people
and presented a threat to the health of the public, no outbreak
of disease resulted.

2« DIVISIONAL STAFF: as at 31lst December, 1955,

Medicaly

M, Hunter MeBeEs, Mele; D.P.H. Divisional lMedioal Officer
R.R. Stoakley M.Bs; BsChe ) Assistant County and

Ce Harris M.B., B.Ch. ) School Medical Officers

G.nqﬂq GE.ITI.EI"GIL I.J.IR‘C'-SI, LIR‘GIPl J
A.,Bs Morrison MsBe » CheBs ; Clinie lMediesl Officers
J-M- Imriﬂ Ik'i- E‘| (] Ch'l- E- Pﬂrt 'till'lﬂ-



NURSING:

Sa

(a) Divisional Superintendent Heelth Visitor

Miss

F. Stevenson, SeReNo, BeReCeNo, CulisBs, Part 1, H.V. Ce

(b) Health Visitors/School lurses

Miss M. Birdsell, SeReNe, CeMsB., Part 1, H.V. Cert.

Mrs, D. Crabtree, SeRelle, 5.CeMs, H.V, Cert.

Mrs, A.M. Dickinsom, BeReNe,; BsCalls -

Miss N, Easton, BeRelle; BeCalle, H,Vs Cork,

Miss R.E. Fawcett, SeReNs, SoCeM., HeV,. Cort,

Miss I. Fell, SeRaNs, S.CuM,, H.V. Cort,

Miss M. Smith, SsRele, S.C.M., H.V, Cert,

Mrs, I.G. Roscow, SeRelNa

Mrs. B. Roberts, SsRells, BuCulM., HoV, Cert,

Miss M. Whaley, SeRaNs, S.CuM., H.V. Cert,

Miss N. Williams, SeRelNuy SeCulle, HeVe Certe.
(e) Home Nurses

lirs. VoM, Flynn, 8+Culle, SeE.dsN.

Mrs, H.C., Hill, SeRalay SeCalla

Mrs. I. Molyneux, SeRella, SeCalia

Mrs. M. Parkinson, SeR.N,

Mrs. M. Prett, SeRels
(d) Home Nurse/Midwives

Miss M. Brown, BsRelNa, S¢Calia

Miss E.M, Butler, SeReNe,..5eColle

Miss C. Herbert, SeRalle, S.C.ll,

iMiss A.M. Hunter, S.Ruley; SaCells

Mrs. D, Inmen, S«R.N., 8.C.M.

Mrs. E.M. Liﬂgﬂrﬂ, S-R-E-, SiGrMi

Miss P.M. Oversby, SsRelle, S+C.ulls

Miss E.A. Smith, 8:Rull., 5eC.,

Home

Hursq/ﬂidwiveqfﬂealth Visitors

MI‘S- PtI‘-‘ItEl Emlllﬁ"t't, SlIRlanp ¥ S- C:- ."-'E-
MTBQ E.ﬁ; Pfiaﬂtlﬂy, SﬁRiHl, StC;H-, H-vl Cartas
(£) Midwives

Miss E. Barlow, SeCeMe
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OTHER STAFF

Mental Health

£ Mrs., J. Barber, S.ReN., S.C.M. (Social Worker).
4 Miss M.E. Mershell, M.A. (Home Teacher).

Speech Therapist

# Miss 1M Buokley, L.CeS.T.

Venereal Diseases Social Worker

ﬁ lirs. Doige-Harrison.
( # Pert time in Division 1. )

Home Help Staff

Full time: 5
Part time: 36

Other Domestic Staffl

Part time: 4

fdministrative and Clerical Staff

Senior Clerk i |
Clerieal 9

The Division has again been fortunate in having a full
complement of workers throughout the year, particularly when so
many health authorities are understaffed. Work has been heavy at
times, and the provision of relief for holidays, sickness, courses
of instruetion etc., is often complicated despite the existence
of a wholetime relief nurse/midwife,

The work of the administrative and clerical staff
increases year by year, and an addition to their numbers is now
Necessary.

This year we held our third annuel staff dinner to which
are invited all the family doctors, hospital matrons, almoners end
many other people who are connected in one wey or another with
our work. Once more it proved san enjoyable functiom, and a valuable
means of promoting co-operastion by the presence of individuels
who may rarely write, telephone to, or meet each other.



5
3., HEALTH CENTRES:

The provision of health centres, one of the important
projects enviseged when the Netional Health Service came into
operation in 1948, seems to grow more remote each year, A
few experimental centres have given evidence of their great
velue, but development on any other scale is et present
prohibited by finaneial gtringency.,

This Division has neither heelth centre nor purpose
built elinie, and although the buildings matter far less than
the people working in them, the inadequency eand inconvenienoe
of our many rented premises has become very obvious since we
ecquired the former day nursery in Barnoldswieck for elinia
purposess With a few minor esdaptations these pramises will be
very suitable for our use, and for the Chest Physician who
will shortly join us there. Other services may be provided
at a later date, and there is some space for expansion into
& health centre if this should become feasible.

4, CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN:

(e) BIRTHS:
Publioc Health fict, 19368 - Section 203.

Return of births notified in the Divisional irea during the
period 1lst January to 31lst December, 1955.

Domiciliary | Institutional
Live |Still Live | 8till Totel
(a) Primary Notifications
(i) Urben Districts| 86 1 256 4 347
(ii) Rurel Districts| &0 - 218 5 283 |
(b) Add Inward Trensfers - - 224 13 257 |
| () Totel Notificotions |
received: 146 1 698 22 867
(d) Deduct Outwerd Transfers = 61 1 B2
(e) Totel Adjusted Births;146 | 1 657 21 806
Anelysis of Institutional Births: !
Born in (e) Hospitals | 633 21
(b) Maternity Homes - -
(e) Nursing Homes 4 -
Totals 637 2l
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(e) ANTE-NATAL CLINICS:

Detalls of the clinies and attendance are given in the
preceding table. At two clinics mothercraft and relaxation
exercises are taught by the midwife and health wisitors. These
classes are well attended, particularly by mothers expecting

their first bebies, who welcome the instruction given and the
opportunities for discussion. '

(£) BIRTHS:

The total number of domiciliary confinements was 147
compared with 658 in hospitel and maternity homes, giving a
percentage of 76%.

During the year the booking arrengements for beds in
the local maternity units were transferred to the Divisional
Health Office with the aim of preventing overcrowding in one
whilst the other might be half empty, end vice versa. This
had been happening., end as both are small units it resulted in
considerable inconvenience which is now avoided., This transfer
has slso permitted patients to express their choice of unit.

(g) CARE OF PREMATURE INFANTS:

A premature infant is defined as one weighing 5% 1lbs,
or less at birth, irrespective of the period of gestation.
52 premature infents were born in the Division during the
year compared with 57 in the preceding yeer. Some of these
bebies were transferred to hospital for nursing care, but
special equipment is available in the Division for use by the
midwife when the babies remain at home.

(h) DENTAL CARE OF EXPECTANT AND NURSING MOTHERS:

This hes been provided at the County Council's demtal
elinic in Barnoldswick for patients in the West Craven aree.
In other parts of the Division local dentel practitioners have
continued ‘o provide a service under the County Council's

schane.

(i) DAY NURSERIES:

There are now no dey nurseries in the Division, the
Barnoldswick Nursery being closed during the year Py
implementation of the County Council's revised policy. The
Barby Day Nursery was closed in the preceding years



10

(j) CHILDRENS HOMES:

(1)

(

The children at Airview House were transferred to more
suitable accommodation in an adjacent Division during the yeer,
but Burnside House remains open. Although administered by the
Welfare Department, all children are examincd on admission,
discharge, and periodically during their stay by the staff of
the Health Department.

CARE OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER AND HER CHILDs:

Although the illegitimate birth rate is now under five
per cent., having fellen from nearly ten per cent. since 1945,
grave personal and social difficulties still exist in many cases.
A temporary solution is often achieved by admission to hostel or
voluntary home for the confinement and a period thereafter. In
such cases the County Council provides financiael assistance.
Adoption 1s sometimes a satisfactory solution, and there are
elweys good homes and every care awaiting suoch babies.

In this area the Bradford Diccesan Moral Welfere Council
plays a most worthy pert in helping these unfortunate mothers
and children, and in solving the problems of moral and social
rehabilitation. We are greatly indebted to this orgenisation
and its social workers for their assistance and guideance.

CHILD WELFARE CENTRES:

Details of this service are given in Teble (o). Their
functions can be described as -

(i) The promotion of heglthy, mental and emotionel
development through consultation end advice.

(1i) The prevention of respiratory disease.

iii) The prophylaxis of certein infectious diseases by
immunisation.
(iv) The prevemtion of accidents, which are still all too

frequent in the home.

(v) The detection of defects and early escertainment of
handicapped children.

(vi) Attention to the medico-social needs of special groups
such as prematures, illegitimate children, deprived
and neglected children, end problem families.
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In brief, the reduction of mortality, and the improvement
in quality of the lives of the survisors by the patient education
carried out by health visitors in the home and the welfere centre.
Whilst the family doctors heve a respomsibility for every ohild
on their lists it is probable thet, at present, only a minority
will have the time or inclination to undertake regular medical
upervision and sustained teaching of child care for more then
e smell proportion of their little patients. Furthermore, many
mothers are disinclined to trouble their busy general practitiomers,
and prefer the ease of approach to the welfare centre where they
can attend without formelity for advice and reassurance.

In the past, insufficient attention has been given to
children beyond the age of infancy, and their mothers are now
being encouraged to obtain regular medical supervision by a
system of "birthdey" exeminations, inecluding in most cases a
tuberculin test. If treatment is needed it is arranged by,
or in associstion with, the femily doctor; although the purpose
of regular supervision is to obviate the need for treatment
arising.

Attendances at our centres continue at a very setisfactory
level, and the mobile clinic has again operated in the Division
on two days each fortnight. During the year, the village of
Embsey was included in its itinerary.

Members of the Voluntary Committees comtinue to provide
assistance at the statio centres, and we are indebted to these
ladies for their support.

MIDWIFERY SERVICES:

As this Division has a superfluity of hospitel maternity
beds, calls on the domiciliary midwives ere not heavy, One
wholetime midwife is employed, end one home nurse/midwife
spends most of her time on midwifery. In addit ion eight
home nurse/midwives underteke e number of cases each year,

This hes been found by experience to be the most suitable
arrengement in the Craven District. These members of the staff
are trained to give gas ond air enslgesia in childbirth end
each possesses the apparatus. They elso give pethidine when
indiceted, end in the majority of normel cases they oonduct
the oonfinements without the presence of a doctor,
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STAT ISTICS

Number of confinements in the Division area
attended by midwives:

Institu-t_ s _Domiciliary Cases e
tional | Dr, not booked | Dr. booked
total Dooctor |Doctor | Dootor | Dostor
nunber | present lnot | present | not
of at time |present 1 at time | present |
oases of dsliv-| at time | of del- | at time
ery. o .. |" _of . | iwery of
child |delivery | (either | delivery
booked of
Doctor or ochild
| another |
Midwives |
employed
by the
Authority - 8 ! 35 106 147
|
Midwives !
employed E
by wvolunt-
ary orgen-
isations - - - - -
Midwives
employed
by Hosp-
ital
Menag ement .
Committees 483 - - - -
- Midwives in |
Private E
Practice: | {
(a) Nursing Homes - ' - - - -
(b) Others - | - - - -
! i

6. HOME NURSING:

i Nemes of the home nursing staff have been given in

Section 2. They are located in various perts of the Division
according to population, availability of hospitals, naturel
boundaries, end the arrengements for off duty relief, but in

only one instance is the hamenurse/midwife working in two Divisions.
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Tha? is_in Upper Wharfedale, where the nurse also undertekes
duties in “ivision 2 in the parishes of the Skirfare valley,

Mobility is obviously of the greatest importance if
this service is to be sustained and the standard of care
continued. Two nurses can underteke their duties on foot, but
the rest have either their own cars or cars provided by the
County Council. £

It is convenient to divide the work of the hame nurses
into three categories, Firstly, minor ailments emd injections,
and the latter continue to increase. BSecondly, post operative
and other ceses discharged from hospital which show little change.
Thirdly, nursing of the chronic sick and dying which occupy a large
part of their day, end is an increasing commitment. This is not
entirely due to the fact that there are more old people in the
community nowedays, nor because there are fewer children cble end
willing to look after their aged relatives. There are other
factors such as the discovery of antibloties which mey cure the
once fetal pneumonias for the patient to die, perhaps years later,
of cencer or cardio-vasculor degeneration after prolonged
illness; eand the difficulty of securing sdmission to both
hospitel end Part 111 Accommodation (i.e. Homes for the Aged).
The old Poor Lew Institution or Workhouse has gone, but the
chronic sick hospital which has token over its beds hos not
token over nll its responsibilities., Rehaobilitation therein
end turnover of beds have their place, but the fect remains
thet they ore of no importence to an incrensing number of old,
ailing or dying people who require o hospital bed, often most
urgently, and connot get ones It is such cases which demand the
frequent attentions of the home nurses for professional cere and
meny other needs.

A summery of the work undsrtoken is as follows:-

(1) Number of wisits paid by home nurses
during the year: 56,034

(ii) Number of oases attended by home nurses

(exeluding midwifery end maternity
cases)s 2,176

HEALTH VISITING:

Eleven health visi%tors have been employed during the year.
Their duties elso include school nursing, visits to those
suffering from tuberculosis, ond conduct of the child welfare
olinics which operate in most of thelr districts.
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As treined nurses and midwives they have authority in the eyes of
the parents and patients, and with access to their homes without
being summoned they come to know their families intimately and

to be weloomed as advisers and friends., Furthermore, being
trained and experienced in the diffiocult ert of teaching and
persuading they occupy a unique position in the fields of social
medicine and community health,

Traditionelly, the home nurse and midwife both work with
the family doctor. There is every reason why the health visitor
should achieve & similar relationship, and o closer lisison is
being encouraged. During the year the health visitors were
therefore provided with telephones to eliminate the element of
inaccessibility which previously existed. The Superintendent
Health Visitor has additional dutices and now submits reports
on all patients recommended for admission to hospitals for the
longterm sick, as well as mainbaining a close associction with
the hospitel elmoner and consultant physieian, Her duties in
respect of the Home Help Serviece have become increasingly
onerous, for there is no establishment for an organiser in this
Division, the scattered nature of which mekes & cer essential
and & nursing qualification most desirable.

STATISTICS:

Although it is necessary to give some figures, they are
but & bare record and an inadequaete comment on the work done,
Briefly, the number of wvisits paid by health visitors during the
year, in addition to their attendences at clinics and welfare
centres, was as follows:-

FPirst Visits Total Visits

(i) Expectant Mothers 133 424

(ii) Children under 1 year 755 G, ba6
(iii) Children between 1 and 5 years - 8,422
(iv) In respect of tuberculosis - 965
(v) Other cases - 2,013

868 17,350

8. HOME HELP SERVICE:

This service has become so well known in the past few
years that it no longer needs any description. There is an ever
increasing demend on the service, and the organising of each week's
work along with the changes necessitated by urgent calls is now
a mejor administrative task.
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Supervision in a large district is also difficult, end where
no quaelifications are required and no treining is possible
reliance has to be placed lergely on the integrity of those
employed. Recruitment of suitsble women against the
campetitive claims of industry is another constant difficulty,
and the hours allocated to cases have often to be less then
their needs seem to demand, This is particulaerly so in the
rurel parts of the Division where hame helps are difficult,
often impossible to obtain; angd travelling facilities are
inadequate, Nevertheless, a great denl of waluable work has
been done particularly in enabling aged people to continue
to live in their own homes, thus reducing the demends for
accommodetion in hospitals and homes for the aged, all of
which have weiting lists. Much more could be done if the
staff were ovailoble, and we nre obviously fer from orgonising
that logical extension of the Home Help Service, a "sitter-up
service" for night duty, which has been possible in some
large towns. In conclusion a tribute is due to the existing
staff who have undertaken their heevy ond sometimes
disagreeable duties with tact and cheerful efficiency, in
some cases for several years now.

STATISTICS:

Coses provided with home helps during the year ceme
within the following classificationss=-

Humbér of Hours

cnses amglaxad

(L] Maternity (including

-expectant mothers). BO 6,491
(11) Tuberculosis 1 106
(1ii) Chronic Sick, Aged, Infirm 261 44,339
(iv) * Others g 1,188

9, MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE:

The functions of the Local Heelth iuthority under
oxisting legislotion cre os follows:-

(a) The appointment of duly cuthorised officers to take initial
procedings for removal to hospital of persons who are to be
dealt with under the Lunacy and Mental Trectment Jcts.



16

(b) The duty under the Mentel Defiociency Acts, 1913-18 of
ascertaining whet persons in the area are defectives;
providing suitaeble supervision for them, guardianship,
or institutional cere; and meking arrangements for the
provision of suitable training or occupation for
defectives not in institutions,

(¢) The duty to make arrangememts for the care and after
care of persons suffering from mentel illness or
defectiveness, so far as provision is not otherwise
made,

Under the terms of paragraph (a) the duly authorised
officer has demlt with the following cases during the year:-

(1) Number of cases certified under Section 18

of the Lunacy Aot, 1890ssa ass ses sss  ess 17
(2) Number of ceses deelt with under Section 20s.. Nil
(3) Number of cases dealt with under Section 2l... Nil

(4) Number of cases in which authorised officers
have assisted in .obtaining esdmission under
Section 1 of the Mentel Trestment Act ,.s «us Nil

(5) Cases deelt with under Section 5 of the Mental
Treatmarrt ﬂct &8 a - L L L L EE Hil

(6) Any other cases referred to the authorised officer
for action, but where it was not found necessary
to proceed under the Lunecy or Mental Treatment

Lets L LB L L L ] L L RN LR N ] 4

These figures are not large, but it should be appreciasted
that the innate fear of mental illness and mentel hospitals is
growling less and an increasing number of patients now enter
the mental hospitels as voluntary petients. Probably over two
thirds of all admissions thereto will be discharged within
twelve months of -admission, o faot which is insufficienmtly
eppreciated. Although it must be admitted that others mey go
in with schizophrenia in their "twent iss" ond stay there for
the rest of their lives. It is these long staying patients,
who cannot be discharged, which create the diffioulties and
overorowding which still exist.
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Increasing attention is now being paid to the prevention of
mentel illness, it having been recognised that the psycho-
neuroses such as hysteria, sex perversions, anxiety states,
obsessions, depression and many beheviour disorders are
traceable - 1n their origin to abnormal conditions in the early
yeers of life. If such conditions can be detected, and when
detected dealt with, then the future is more hopeful for at
least a proportion of the community. In this connectionm,

the health visitors, child welfare and child guidence oclinics
heve en inereesingly importemt part to play.

Whilst the outlook for mental illness is more hopeful,
thet for the mental defectives must remain obscure until we
know more about the recsons why children ere born so gravely
handicapped. As yet we know very little. In meny cases the
defectiveness is recognised in the early months or years, In
others it becomes apparent by the childrens! inability to
benefit from education at an ordinary school or special school,
In a few cases.elderly defectives are notified when through
i1l health or old age, relatives are unable to continue to care
for them.

During the year 1955, €6 mental defectives were
ascertained and notified to the Authority. 4 of whom were under
sixteen, At the end of the year there were 61 defectives
resident in the Division, of whom 13 were under sixteen. 48 hed
been placed under Stetutory Supervision, 13 were under Voluntary
Supervision, and 1 wes on licence .from on institution. 1In
addition, 64 defectives whose home addresses are in the Division
wore receiving institutional core elsewhore.

The Mentel Heolth Social Worker visits defectives in
Divisions 1 ond 2 who are looked aftor by parents .or reletives,
end who mey be working under supervision in certein occupntions,
Her ndvice and nssistoance ore often required to deal with
diffioulties which arise. She nlso submits rceports to mental
hospitels in rospant of applicetions for licence, holiday
lenve setc.

Mentnl defectives who con benefit by occupational
therapy ond training rececive this from o Home Teacher at the
Group Troining Centre in Skipton on three days ench week,

On the other days the tencher visits the homes of those who
cnnnot trovel.
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There are 6 children on the register of the centre,
and they are taught (within their limitations), colours, numbers,
reffia work, simple money velues, clay modelling, painting,
drewing, knitting and embroidery., They learn to sing and pley
together, and in general obtein training and companionship
which they would otherwise miss. Eaqually importemnt, their
parents are relieved of the constant strain of caring for them
for a proportion of each weeks A dinner is provided through
the School lleals Service, and travel warrants for the
defectives and their escorts.

10, VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION3

Since 1940 eleven and a half million children heve been
immunised against diphtheria and the ineidence has fallen from
e yearly average of 58,000 cases with 2,800 deaths in the years
1930-39, to 167 cases with 9 deaths in 1954, These are
remarkable facts, evidence of the vast amount of work done by
doctors in the public heelth service and generel practice, but
they must not be taken to imply that this work is finished. A
generation of parents is growing up that does not know, and,
therefore, does not fear this diseases. To them, poliomyelitis,
whooping cough and measles have become more important, end this
is understendable, They do not oppreciste that diphtheria could
return in its old killing epidemic form, snd may well do so
unless the immunisation rete (both nationel and locel) is
inereased, It is too low, ond it is indeed o sad comment theat
2 disease which could be eliminated still exists because all
parents of young children are not convinced that they have a resl
responsibility for making use of the free immunisation service.

The position in regard to vaccinetion for the protection of
children against smallpox is also unsatisfactory, despite recent
outbreeks which hove shown how easily this disease con be
introduced into Britein through developments in travel by airs
The aim should be to vaccinate every healthy baby, focilities
for which are provided by every family doctor and welfare eliniec,
egain free of charge. At present less than one third are being
veocinated,

Immunisation against whooping cough can be provided by three
injections at monthly intervanls starting about the fourth month
of life. This gives a high degree of immunity even it is fells
short of complete protection. Whooping cough is o disease which is
often distressing, cen leave permanent lung damage, and con be
fotals. No baby should be subjected to these risks for the sake of
three small injections, but many are still permitted to do so.
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During the year much publicity hes been given to immunisetion
against poliomyelitis., Preliminary reports from the U.S.,A. show
thet the results obteined by using the Selk veccine ere encouraging,
Favourable reports are also available from Canade and Denmark
where large numbers of children between the ages of 5 and 12 years
have been vaeccinateds Two vaccines are now being produced in
this country and although their use hes been suspended sinoce
adverse reports were received on yaccine menufectured by the
Cutter laboretories in Amerioca, it is hoped that before long
we shall have a sefe and effective vaccine available,

(Note - Since this report was written the Ministry of Health has

annc?ncad that limited supplies of vaccine will be availeble in
1956).

BeCsGs vaccination for protection against tubereculosis was
referred to earlier in this report in Section C. Further reference
will be found under the "School Health Service",

STATISTICS;

() Number of persons veccinated (or re-vecoineted) during
period:~

Age at | Under 2 5 15

dete of L 1 to 4 | to 14| yrs. or
vaccination Year |Year Yeors Yeors over Total
Number

veacinated 301 19 8 5 44 37T
Number

Re-vacoinated - - - 6 76 82

. (b) Number of children who completed a full course of
primary immunisation against diphtheria during the year:

Aze ot dete of final injection

Under 5. 6 to 14 Total

700 153 853

(c) Number of children who were given a secondery or
reinforcing injection (i.e. subsequent to complete full course)
d.urfl-ug the VOOLT ss=s T,
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1l. HEALTH EDUCATION:

12.

A concern for heelth rather than ill health is a seemingly
difficult thing for & heelth service to achieve amd most people
still believe that the health of the countrysdepends largely upon
the adequacy of the medicel services end especially the hospitels,
This is guite erroneocus, for the curative services have contributed
relatively little to the falling mortality and morbidity of the
last hundred years, which have been due largely to improved living
conditions - i.e. housing, water, food and sanitation.

The point has now been reached when more and better heelth
services will not in themselves produce eany improvement in the
health of the people. What is required is more and more health
education to teach people the way to better health with emphesis
on the responsibility of the individual. Loocal heelth authorities
and local authorities have speciasl powers in this field but few
have a staff of sufficient size to utilise them, or employ
officers specially appointed for the task., For the present, the
heelth visitors, nurses, midwives, senitary inspectors, school
tanchers, doctors and others do what they can in their own spheres
of activity., But this enormous problem of heelthy living is
only receiving a fraction of the attenmtion it needs if the
nation's bill for ill health end preventable disease is to be
reduced.

CHILDREN NEGLECTED OR ILL TREATED:

A recent publication on the prevention of eruelty to
children states that there has been a very substantial improvement
in three main directions: a striking fall in the number of
prosecutions for neglect, and cruelty; a big reduotion in the
drunkeness that used to be & heavy contributor to these things;
end a reduction in the incidence of malnutrition, undoubtedly
due in pert to school milk and mesls., But if the definition is
accepted that "any child who is frequently unhappy is the victim
of oruelty”", then there is obviously a great deal left to do.
Improvidence, absence of morel values, irresponsible fathers,
drink, moral dangers, mental deficiency emongst parents or
children (or both), haphezard merrisges, working mothers, fathers
who contribute an inedequate proportion of their earnings to the
upkeep of the home - 8ll these still exist.

They are discussed at the conferences which the Divisionsl
Medical Officer arranges periodically to co-ordinate the
activities of those who have an interest in the welfare, education,
and housing of the families exhibiting these characteristics.
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Fnrtugataly they are not numerous in this Division, but their
rehabilitation is difficult without the assistance of a special
social worker or Family Service Unit to work in their homes,

although the serviees of the locael inspeetor or the N.S.P.C.C.
are available end apprecisted.

CARE AID AFTER CARE:

The home nurses have supplied sick roam requisites =
i.es air-rings, rubber sheets, bed pens and bed rests from
their stocks. And larger items in the form of wheel chairs,
spinel carrieges end speciasl beds have again been supplied
through the Divisional Health Office. Recuperative Home
Treatment was arranged for 11 individuals on their dooctor's
recommendation, and several children were admitted to
eonvelescent homes.

The supply of extra milk to 48 cases of tuberculosis
was arranged on the advice of the Chest Physician, and home
helps and home nurses have been supplied at the request of
elmoners following the dischaorge of patients fram hospital.

Meny old people have received & good deal of attention,
from the home nurses intermittently, and from the home helps,.
Assistance from the latter for perhaps only = few hours each
week has often been sufficient for them to keep their homes
in order and maintain that feeling of independence which is
so importent to thems.

Reference has been made in previous reports to our sgeing
population and the inereasing demands which it is meking on the
Welfare Stete., These must be met., They are not solely measured
in terms of money, and much excellent work is being done by
voluntary organisations in providing clubs, meals-on-wheels,
chiropdy, visitotion, boording out arrangements, and dwellings
suitably converted and loceteds In one county the Womon's
Institutes have token & particular interest in the welfnre of
old people in rural distriets ond have recruited Institute
members in eech villege to act as old people'& "friend".

And the Netional Assistance Boord officers visit periodically
over a million people who are receiving supplementory
retirement pensions. Despite all this good work there are mony
old people who are frail, lonely and in poor physical state

for one renson or snother. For such, the development of a
visiting service capanble of visiting about once a week every
old person living nlone and who might be in need of help is a
praiseworthy objective.
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14, AMBULANCE SERVICE:

There has been no elteration in the ambulaonce
arrangements during the year. They are os follows:-
the Bornoldswiock depot serves Yiest Craven; the Keighley
depot serves Silsden and odjacent parishes in South Craven;
Addingham ond Beamsley are declt with by the Guiseley depot.
The rest of the Division is cotered for by the Skipton depot
with the exoeption of Upper Viharfedale, which is dealt with
by the St. John's Jmbulance Brigade operaoting under ogency
arrangements from Grossington.

STATISTICS: ' 1955
Milesge covereds: 149,968
Potients corried: 16,915

15. SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE:

The basic progromme of this service consists of the
examination of every school child in the Division on three
occosions during his or her school life, slong with the more
frequent examination of the hendicopped pupils and specicl cnses,
For some time the Ministry of Education hos beon advocating
more frequent routine examinations, but not until this year
has sufficient staff been available to do this. However,

o start has now been made on the routine examination of the

7 to 8 year olds. The routine testing of colour vision was
also started, using Isihara's test. The colour blind woman

is comparatively rare, but about 8 per cent. of the male
population have some defect of colour vision, most often a
difficulty in distinguishing differences between red, green
ond yellow which are obvious to normel people, Their
difficulty is not in seeing these colours but in telling which
is whiche BSuch persons may oxperiocnce disappointment if their
defect is not discovered before they choose a career, and they
moy be incompstent or even dangerous in certain ooccupations.

B.C.G. voccination has egain been offered to all
children in the thirteen year old group, the purpose of which
1s to provide children with an artificial immunity who are
shown to be susceptible to tuberculosis on skin testing,

The tuberculin testing of .school entramts has been continued

a8 o means of finding hithertoc undetected cases of tuberculosis
amongst thoir contocts, In children of that sge contocts are
rorely numerous, and it is considered worth while arraonging

for their exeminotion and Xray when e positive reactor has been
found by tuberculin jelly test.
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The aim of both these procedures is to help reduce the incidence
of tuberculosis in the community,

Information has been provided for the guidence of the Youth
Employment Officer as heretofore,

THABLE 1

(a) Periodic Medicsl Inspections:

Number of inspections in the prescribed groupss-

Entrants 794
7 to 8 year group 415
Last year primary 726

First year secorndary 137
Last year secondary 375

Total 2y 447

(b) Other Inspections:

Number of spociel inspections 1,321

Number of re-inspections 32
Total 1,360

(o) Pupils found to require treatment:

Defective For any of
Vision other cond-| Total
Group (exel.squint) | itions re- Indiv-
: | corded in idual
| Table 1l. pupils
Entrants 23 1 by 124
7 to 8 year group 26 30 52
Last year primary | 62 89 134
First year secondary 11 25 32
Last year secondary 45 L4 80

Total 157 S0 422
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(d) CLASSIFICATION OF ALL PUPILS GIVEN A ROUTINE

EXAMINAT TON
Number A (Good) B (Fair) C (Poor)
of pupils
Age Groups | inspected| ©No.| % of No., | % of No. | % of
| G'Dlllz'ﬂ- CD:!-IJE'II Golﬂ-zﬂ
Entrentsa 794 553 | 69.65% | 224 | 28,21% | 17 2e14%
7 to 8
year group 415 gral 6B % | IR} 83.5% | B | 1.5 %
Lest year
primary 7286 509| T70.1 /% | 205 | 28.2 % | 12 1.7 &
First year
secondery 137 91| 68,4 % | 48 | Bl.4% | 5 202 7
Lost year
seoondary 375 279| T4&4 % | 8T | 23.2%| 9 2.4 %
Total 2,447 |1,708| 69.6 % | 698 | 28.5 % | 46 1.9 %
|
TABLE 11

(e) RETURN OF DEFECTS FQOUND BY MEDICAL INSPECTION IN

THE YEAR ENDED 31.12.55

All defeocts noted st medicel inspection as requiring
trestment are included in this return, whether or not this
treatment was begun before the date of the inspection.




25

| Periodic Inspections Special Inspections
No. of Defects No. of defects
Requiring | Requiring Raquiring] Requiring
treatment | observaetion | treatment | observation
Defect or Disesmse © | but not but not
treatment treatment
Ski- 33 22 3 20
Eyes:(a) Vision 157 158 27 T2
(b) Squint 16 23 3 15
(o) Other 10 3 3 4
Ears:(a) Heering 7 7 4
Eb) Otitis Media 5 13 - 7
¢) Other 5 11 i 6
Nose or Throat 45 154 19 112
Speech 21 i i 14 13
Cervical Glends 5 24 - 10
Heart & Circuletion 2 37 1 67
Lungs T 83 5 93
Developmental:
(a) Hernia 2 5 1 3
(b) Other 7 70 4 41
Orthopaedic:
(a) Posture 17 62 2 29
(b) Flat Feet 68 35 18 51
(c) Other 13 30 2 33
Nervous System:
(a) Epilepsy - T 1 4
(b) Other - 4 . =
Paychological:
(a) Development - 7 2 o3
(b) Stability 3 35 1 25
Other 19 14 . i
| =
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(f) BuCuGs VACCINATION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN:

Number offered B.C.G. vaccination 754

Number -accepting B.C.G. 432
Number Mantoux negative 297
Number given BiC.G. 297

(g) CLINIC ARRANGEMENTS:

(h)

School olinies are held in Skipton, Silsden and
Barnoldswick where children requiring observation can be seen
regulerly and given eppropriate advice and treatment,
Orthopaedio, end Ear, Nose end Throat Clinics are held at
Skipton Hospital by consultants of the Regionel Hospitel Board,
The Board also provides an ophthalmologist for the examinetion
of children with defects of vision and the prescription of
spectacles. His clinics are held in Skipton and Barnoldswiock,
as ‘are the speech therapy clinies., Finally, a child guidance
clinic for children showing behaviour problems end meladjustment
is held in Skipton, the conduct of which is now in the hands of
a cgonsultent psychiatrist, Dr. Burbury.

HANDICAPFED PUPILS:

Although the emphasis today is on drewing as little
difference as possible between the hendicapped child and the
normal child, there are pupils who, owing to some mental or
physical disability, require speciel educetional treatment.
Botween 1945 and 1964, 256 new special schools with 18,000 new
places have been established in the country, but there are
still considerable waiting lists, The children in this Division
reguiring special education are as follows:-

Eljnd L L LB LI -ww
Pertielly Sighted .44 ses  sse

3
5
Deaf mon epe oo "es oo e 3
Pﬂrtiﬂlly Dieal, » sec gee e e 1
Mﬂlﬂdjuﬂtﬁd e 804 se s saw 3

Delicate R o dw “aa " aw 10
Physically handicapped see ses 18
Educationally subnormél,se see 27

Total 68
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(3)
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of t@aaa 68 children, some are in ordinary schools, some in
hospitel : shools, end a few ere being taught et home. Those
attending special residentisl schools ere:- o

Bohooka for the Blind sue o5 sas
Schools for the Partially Sighted

Schools for the Deaf raw T ren Y] TR
Schools for the Partially Deaf ses oses sew
Schools for the T-‘tal&djusteﬂ.”. #ow TE Bew
Sohoola for the Deliocate sss soe ses s
Schools for Physically Handicepped: ose ess
Schools for Educationally Subnormél sue «se

L LN

e I = Rl o B Sl I e B )

There is & residential speciel school within the Division at
Netherside Hall, near Grassington, which provides accommodation

for 40 senior boys. Many-of them are sufferers from esthma end

chest diseases; others from a variety of conditions for which
residence at an open-air school hes been prescribed. Supervision
is provided by the Divisional Medical Qfficer and his staff,

PUPILS UNDER OBSERVAT ION:

In addition to the pupils classified as handicapped under
the Education Act, 1944, 54 children with defects ol a less
serious or temporary character were under special observation by
the medicel officer and school nurses at the end of the year.

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN:

The County Council hes byelews regulating the employment
of children of compulsory school sge, which require the children
to be exemined by a Sohool liediocal Officer within two weeks of
the dete employment begins, During the year 36 children were
exemined to ensure that employment would not be prejudiecial to
health.

CLEANLINESS:

Exemination of children's hoads for infestation with
vermin is undertaken by the school nurses, During the year
19,886 exeminetions were mede end 149 children found to require
treatment. In meny ceses this is a chence infestation whioch
does not recur, but where there s evidence of lack of care or
neglect, treatment is undertaker in co~operation with the parents

and teachers,
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(1) DENTAL SERVICE:

The following statistios have been provided by lMr. 0.A.
Long, Benior Dental Officer. For the first half of the year
treatment was on a reduced scele in oconsequence of Mr. Ellwood's
absence in America on studyleave,.

Number of children inspected 2,442
Number of children found to require treatment 1,986
Number of children offered treatment 1,699
Number of children treeted 1,359
Number of ettendances | 2,498
Number of extrectionss

(a) temporary 1,266

(b) permanent 265
Number of general enaesthetics _ 19
Number of fillings:

(a) temporary 454

(b) permanent 1,417
Number of other treatments:

(a) temporary 189

(b) permanent 899

16, WELFARE FOODS SCHEME:

The distribution of National Dried Milk, Orange Juicse,
Cod Liver 0il; and Vitamin A and D Tablets was transferred fram
the Ministry of Food in June, 19564, and distribution ocentres
are established in Skipton, Silsden, Steeton, Crosshills, Earby,
Barnoldswick, Gargrave and Grassington, In addition, ood liver oil
end orange juice are dispensed by voluntary agenoies in
Appletrewiok, Linton, Addingham, Sutton, Farnhill, Cowling,
West Marton, Lothersdele and Kettlewell, During the year the
following quantities were distributeds-

National Dried Milk 21,120 tins
Orange Juice 58,267 bottles
Cod Liver 0il 6,972 bottles

Vitamin Tablets 2,631 packsts
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In some parts of the country there has been e dowrmard trend in
the digtribution of Welfare Foods, believed to be due to the
sontinuing improvement in the general diet and standard of living
and the fact that coupons for liquid and netional dried milk are
now interchangeable, In this Division there has been a fall in
dried milk issues but not of the other commodities,

17. MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS;

. Particulars of medical examinations carried out by the
Divisional Medical Staff during the yeari-

Entry to County Superennuation Scheme 36
Teachers and entrants to Training Colleges 37
Fitness for work 7

In eddition certain exeminetions were carried out under the
Children Aot, 1948, and the Mental Deficiency Acts,









