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His Worship the Mayor, Aldzrmen
and Councillors of the Borough of Dunstable

Mr. Choirman, Ladics ond Gentlemen,

I have the honour:to submit my Annual Report on the health of the
Dskrice during 1972.

The vital seatistics ian this renort comeare satizfacrorily with
those returned for Dunstablz in recent vears and with the 1972 figures for
other parts of the County and Counkry.

Tet again T must: béfer to the toll of avoidsblz 1ll health and
premature death resulting from the ‘Smoking Diseases”. Durinm early 1273 an
Exhibition was mounted in the Diasgriet and laper a pilot Five-Day Stop
Smoking Clinic was hald in Dunstable. "Thilst the long term results of
this venture are not yet available, questionaires returnmed by ths participants
after six weeks indicated 2 very satisfactory fesult and another cliaic is
to be held sarly in 1274,

Vital statisties, relating mainly to mortality, provide only a partial
index of the physical healcl and well-haing of the community and give hardly
any informacion about mental healeth. They reflect the advances wthich have
been made in public health during the last thirty wears in. for oxample; the
control of infsctious disease and atmospheric pollution. They reveal licrle
relevant to current public health problems, such as tvaffic pollucion,
population contrel and poor houwsing, which will require combined action by
Central Tovernment and the aew Local Goveroment and Health Anthorities.
Perhaps i is in the figld of howsine Lhat Lacal Cavernment can do most to
improve A fundsmental reavircment for ecivilisad and heslthy Fonily life,

I must express my appreciation te Members of tha Council for the
consideration they have shown to me and to the Chicf Public Health Imspsctor
and his seaff for theilr suppore.

L om,

¥Your obedient sovvant.

D, 5, JOSEPHS
Mecical Afficer of Mealth
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STATISTICS DF THE AREA

Aroa (in acres) . o T 2,002

Ponulatien:
Cenzus for 1961 .. in AR 25,645

Regiskrar General's estimaps

af home .}npul:!:irm mid=yaar 1972 32,040
Hurber of Inhabited Gonses e ¥ 10,363
Rateable Value {lst April 1973) i e £6,797,522
Sum Representad by a new Penny Rate .. =7 oo EGG,200

VITAL STATISTICS

Live Bigths
Male Female Total

Legitimate 280 273 553

Illepitimate 20 13 .33
Totals 300 286 586

Crude Birth Ratc 18.3 per 1,200 homs population

Adjusted Birch Rate 16.1 o

(The comparability facter For the District being .88)

As comparced wich:
Adjuseed Rate for Redfordshire 16.2 per 1,090 home povulation
Rate for England and Yales 14.8 T

Still Births
Male Femuale Total

¥ r__
Leéitimata 2 - 2
I1legirimate c - E
Totals 2 & 2
5till Birch Rate 3.9 per 1,000 total {live and 5till birchs)

A8 commared =ikh-

Tate fFor Redfordshire 7.9 "
Rate for England and Yales 12.0 I
E;a:hs
Male Female Total
Deaths in the Distriece 19 62 102
Transferred into the District 69 & 135
Tranzferred from the Distriet 4 3 7
- 1 o
Tacals 104 126 230
Crude Death Rate 7.2 per 1,000 home nopulacion
Adjusted Death Rate 10.1 i

(The comparahility factor for the Bistricr heing 1.40)

Az compared with:
Adjusted Rate for Bedfordshire 1.3 per 1,0 home population
Rate for England and Wales 12.1 :



Deaths of Infants Under One Year of Age

Male Femnle  Total

Legitimats 5 1 (-]
Tllegitimate = 1 1
Totals 5 2 7

Infant Mortality Rate 12.0 oper 1,000 related live hirths
&5 Comnarad wich:

Rakte for Badfordsnirc { 13.3
Bate for Enzland and Wales 17.0 s

Deaths Comnccted witn Childbirch

Maternal Mortality #il
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) Hotifications by fge Group

| i1s 3 A (S
Disease 0= 5 — 1k L;?ESL uﬂR;:ﬂh rctglr
1
Measles ho 25 1 2 &3 l
Scarlet fever al ) 2 = €
Whooping cough 1 7 b - - 2
Food poisoning 1l - - - 1
Infective jaundice = = ol = 1
i
|
{b) Tuberculosis
Tubereulosis in the Age Groups
: liew Coses Deaths |
Age ; Fulmonary :Hﬂanulmanary Pul piomary Hc;—?ulzﬂnery
M. Ee " N, F. . . s
Under 1 year - - 1 - - - - = =
1= 5 years = - 1 1 - - - -
Sr= 1% yearsg ['= - - = - = = =
15= I years | = 1 - - - - = =
35 = 65 yesrs 31 - - - - - - -
Over &5 years ; = ELaE T = - = - -
]

Humber on Register at end of Year

ale Femal e
Pulmonary o fi - 24 10
flon—Pulmonary .. o A 1

MAEE RADIDCRAFHY

£ mobile x-ray unit, provided by the Mass Radiography Service of
the Hegional Hospital BEoard, continues to visit the enr park beside the
Civic Hall on Wednesday each week from 2.45 p.m. to 3.15 p.m. During
this period patisnts sent by general practitioners can be x-rayed.



CENERAL PEOVISION OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL SEPVICES IN THE AREA

The Bedfordshire County Council, through its Health Committee,

orovides the follewing services: health centres, carz of mothers

and young children, health visiting, home aursing, domiciliary midwifery.,
apbulance, immunisation against infectious diseases ect.

The Bedfordshire and Luton Executive Council provides the Family
practitioner services.

The North Yest Metropolitan Pegional Mospital Board provides con-
sulcant and horspital servdces. :

PREVALENCE_AND CONTROL 0F IMFECTIOUS DISEASE

Ho cases of dinhtheria or poliomyelitis were notificd during the
year., Immunisation apainst these disesses and wihooning cough and-tetanus
Az nermally carxried out during the first year of life. Protection is
also offered against measles and tuberculosis snd rubella vaceination is
offered to girls at the 2ve of eleven years.

Oceaziondl cases of dyzentery and food polsomning occur. However,
theére were no serious outbreaksz in the Discrict duringz the year.



CLEAHSING OF VEBMINOUS FERSONS

Cases requiring attenticn are normally school children with head
lice infestations and these are dealt with by the Healcth Visitors as
a matrer of routine.

NATLIOMAL ASSISTANCE ACT 1943 - Section 47

Seckion &7 of the ¥ational Assisrance Act provides for the removal
to hospital or Part III accommodation on a Court Orlar, of sick or
gld peonle who are unable te look after themselvss. It was not found
necessary to use this legis)ation for the compulsory removal of any
norson during the year.
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