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REPORT
OF THE

MEDI CATS S S OFRICER -~ S OF o HEAETH
FERSI5h

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTHMENT,
PRICRY HOUSE,

DUNSTABLE,

26th November, 1956

Te His Woership the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Dunstable,

GENTLEHEN,

| have pleasure In submitting my Annual Report for the
year 3955.

This year showed the beginning of great changes In the
gorough fn the development of new housing estates and the
demolition of insanitary property. The population continues
to increase and the post war problems of overcrowding are now
being solved.

The year was healthy with no serious epidemics. There
were 30 deaths from Cancer during the year which is about the
average for the last ten years and this in spite of an
Increased population,

In conclusjon | wish to express to the Town CGlerk and
the Sanitary Inspectors my thanks for the help they have
always given in my worke

| have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

{. A. A. PARGETER,
Medical Officer of Health,

-1-
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(a)

(b)

(d)

(e)

Medical Officer of Health (part-time).

H.. l!l... n' Pargeter’ ;.1. ﬁi . 'Il. E- ¥ D'FFH.

Senicr Sanitary Inspector.

Certificate
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Certificate
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and Other
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H. Stew. Certificate
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L. V. Lee, Certificate
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Institute
and Other
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Foods,



SECTION A :-

STATISTICS AND  SOGIAL  GONDITIONS

Vital Statistics.

Area of Borough, 2,085 acres,
Population as estimated by Registrar-General 18,140

Number of inhabitated houses according to Rate Book
as at 31st December, 1955.. e s oy i 5,968

Rateable Value as at 31lst December, 1955.. . .. £ 107,906

Sum produced by a penny rate taken at
31st Warch, 1955 S A a L R L S T S

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1955

The following tables give extracts from the Vital
Statistics for the year 1955 as furnished by the Registrar-
General 1=

P - - e s

Total ; | PO E.l

Live Births 266 | 142 | 12

Legitimate i 299 ¢ 139 | 120)Blirth rate per 1,000 of

[llegitimate 1 3 | 4 )population 14.71
R ] e e e — T
' 5t111 Births YT ey | 4)Rate per 1,000 (live

Legitimate R LR 4)and still)

|1legitimate 1 : b | -)Births 32.7
 Deaths ¢ 171 | 88 | 83iDeath rate per 1,000 of

| population 9.5

! i — i St i e e T

There were no deaths from diseases or accidents of
pregnancy and childbirth,

e — i ey et

in order that the birth and death rates may be more
properly compared with those of other districts, it is
necessary for them to be multiplied by comparability factors.
These factors are supplled by the Registrar-General.



Thus the adjusted rates for Dunstable are as follows :=

Birth Rate, 14.7, comparability factor, 0.99,

ad justed birth rate .. 14.6
Death Rate, 9.5, comparability factor, 1,05,

ad justed death rate .. 9.9

Deaths of Infants under one year of age :-

Total 6.Rate per 1,000 live births .. .. ., 22.6
Legitimate £.Rate per l,ﬂﬂﬂ legitimate live births.. 239.2
fllegitimate -.Rate per 1,000 illegitimate live births --=

Deaths from Measles (all ages} = e . . ce e
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) .. .o co mm—

Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age} e ae e
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ARl e B R S

Populaticn

The population figures as supplied by the Registrar-
General for last ten years are as follows :-

1946 {mid=year) .. ..- .. 16,010
¥

1947 L L e T »490
1348 0 . . - & 1-&,9;
iggg : e e L 1?,1éa
Lo e 17,260
iggé i e e i%,ﬂ?ﬂ
i it 030
2. T L
1355 e - e m:mn

The natural increase in the population or difference
between the birth and death rates are as follows!

1946 et e el R .

1947 wikir iadh e AN R
igﬁg s b EIRe Uy sngnd L 11.1
1950w iaiins W owd E el E.?
1351 PR U e Sl 2,4
e I 1.5
L RS S R 5.
1954 AR e RN e 5.2
1955 e Lo g § e S 5.2



Causes of Death

The following table shows the causes of death as given in the
Reglstrar-General's statistics :-

T e B e B i b, i e . I

Causes of Death

TN T S ar ST RS TS

Males T

T BT R e 98 83

1. Tuberculosis, respiratory .. i s - ™

2. Tuberculosis, other = i, A P 1 r -

3. Syphilitic disease,, .. .. = -

HEDInn hanla il e RS R T R -

5. Whooping Gough DS TS R N | = i -

6, Meningococcal infections 3 A | = | -

7. Acute Poliomyelitis o R | - | -

8. Measles .. . - — - aie | - E -

9. Other infective and parasitic diseases | - | -

10. iMalignant neoplasm, stomach .., .. el 3
11, idalignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ] . 2
12, Walignant neoplasm, breast .. o |- | 3
13. Malignant neoplasm, uterus .. .. o | 1
13, Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms 8 ' 5
15. Leukaemia, aleukaemia .. i i - ! -
16, Diabetes.. e i s s e — ' 2
17. Vascular lesions of nervous system 14 I 18
18, Coronary disease, angina e s 12 § 7
19, Hypertension with heart disease .. A | ' 4
20, Other heart disease SO 1 2 14
21, Other circulatory disease .. ‘s | { 4
22. Inflyenza Sl - e EEE Sl 3 I 1 [ -
23, Pneumonia I T N e L o] | 4
24, Bronchitis .. S e i 5 i —~
25. Other diseases of resplratory system | - -
26. Uleer of stomach and duodenum S | - -
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea peeo -
28, Nephritis and nephrosis.. .. .. P : 2
29. Hyperplasia of prostate.. .. .. b -
30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion .. P I -
31. Congenital malformations e R P 1 | 1
32, Other defined and ill-defined diseases 10 ! 9
33. Motor vehicle accidents.. .. .. |3 i -
34. 21l other accidents S e 1 ! &
35.. Suicide “ d e . w .w . - - [ -

o FoE

—

36. Homicide and operations of war

A ——

L




Infant ortality

The following table shows Infantile Mortality from stated
causes in weeks and months under one year of age.

- =

| Total | F Total
Weeks | under | Honths under
' ST TS e g 1L -

—acrm——

|

|

.!"' i I I T one &~ | '
|0={1=12={3-| month ;14 3—:Eafﬂm year,

Prematurity .. e il R e 1l |= i- |- R . |
Debillty at birth .o 1 = 1=i=| 1 |=~|=|=1= | 1
Birth deformity .. (1 /1 (== | 2 ]1 IR R 3
hceidental death ., = e is - |1 }— E— b 1
Totals .. 3 {1 - |- i R e §- P ; &
INFANT  MORTALITY
f ; ] Infantile
! | Infantile ; dortality
! Total E Mortality | Rate=England
. Live Births | Rate-Dunstable | and Wales
1946 .. | 30 i 6 5
1947 e | 40; i 5? ! i?
1548 “e | 317 | 22 i 34
1343 e 279 | 43 - 32
1950 . 284 | 11 | 30
1351 .. | 251 | 28 r 30
1953 et 242 ! 32 5 27
1954 ams o 288 ; 35 t o,
935 . | 266 ! 23 | 25

Maternal iortality

There were no maternal deaths during 1955



BIRTH RATES, DEATH RATES, ANALYSIS OF MORTALITY,
MATERMAL DEATH RATES AND CASE RATES FOR CERTAIN [MFECTIOUS
DISEASES IN THE YERR 1955.

(England and Wales)
(Provisional figures based on Weekly and Quarterly Heturns]

e R e
Borough |

i of | England |

. Dunstable | and Wales |

v Bemm los me e matl o Ty (B F EE RS Tl o A

Rates per 1,000
' Civilian Population,

]

e

iBirths: !
Live .. S v AL arad Py e 14,7 i 15.0
h e LB S g e R e R S L R { 0,35
| - (32.7(a) | (23.1(a)
Deaths: ' i !
aAll caluses. . - ® s .. H 9-5 11-?
Typhoid and Paratyphaid FEUEP$.. e | - , -
Whooping Coughilad U insis vee  suo ol - i 0.00
Diphtheria.. .» ‘s .e o wa o - - 0, 00
Talereulosis el o Bl L s et des 0.06 . 1§ 0.15
Influenza ,. for .e " e . 0.06 0,07
Smallpﬂx .a e & . = | =
hcute Pﬂllnmyelttlﬁ (1nc1ud1ng Pal:o- _
ancaphalitis)e. ' s s Sl e - | 0,01
EReimonia e S s e e o 0.61 | 0.51
Motificationss .
IS [yphoid S Eever s e, - 3 0. 00
- Paratyphoid Pever (.o . con iy - ? 0,02
| Meningococcal Infection .. .. ,. | - . 0.03
| Scarlet Fever .. e 4 . .o 0.55 | 0.73
| Whooping Cough .. .a aia . E 0.99 ! 1.78
| Diphtheria.. .. T i'e i - ; 0.00
[ Erys Epelas  (BRE c it A e s e anngs 0. 10
| Smallpox .. e p o . A - ' -
A T e LR &R e e s e SR T R o
| Pneumonia .. .. ] o = 0.12 0.63
| Acute PGIIQMyelttis, Para]rftc I IR 0. 06 . 0,08
| /cute Poliomyelitis, Non-paralytic ., | - : 0. 06
| Food Rotsoning e vy - se ee e B 0,330 0.28



Deaths under 1 year of age .. .. ..
|Deaths from Diarrhoea and Enteritis

under 2 years of age, .o i e

(a)

()

| S A

Notifications
Puerperal Pyrexia .. I .e

wWaternal idertality
Sepsis of Pregnancy, Childbirth and
the Puerperium .. .e s -
Other Toxaemias of Pregnancy.. ..
Abortion with Toxaemia .. 5z oy
Abortion with Sepsis o - .o
Abortion without Sepsis ., : i
Other Complications of Pregnancy,
Childbirth and Puerperium ., i

Borough | f
of i England
Dunstable !and Wales

B e T TR

Rates per 1,000
live births

22.6 24.9 +

0.8

|
!
H

Rates per 1,000
Total Births
{live and still)

£k e e T A el

P

; |
= S ITaae

| |

|
=52 iy |
s7eon) ; 0,10 |
- 1

| !
S T

i dash {=) signifies that there were no deaths or notifications.

-+ Per 1,000 related births

(a) Per 1,000 Total (Live and 5till) Births,
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SECTION F z-—

PREVALENCE  OF, AND  CONTROL  OVER

Infectious Diseases, other than Tuberculosis

teneral Statistics. The following table shows the number
of causes of Infectious Diseases notified during 1955 together
with the number admitted to hospital, and the deaths from these
diseases t=

Total ; Gases | Total
Diseases ! COases | /dmitted | Deaths

Motified to Hospital ' Registered

Scarlet Fever .. - e 8 : - ‘ -
Whooping Cough ,. .. .. | 18 ' = -
ficute Poliomyelitis : 1 i '
Paralytic .. .. .. | L 1 -
Non-Paralytic = = ! =
ifeasles (excluding |"u!::ue.llle|L'II E 347 : - : -
Diphtherfa.. .. ey il - = ' -
e, Pneumonia .. o a1} 2 - 11
Dysantery .. el e e | L e . =
Smallpox .. X .y Lo} - - ' -
Acute Encephali t|5 : . [
Infective .. .o P - i == =
Post-infectious ., e - ' - =
Enteric or Typhoid Fever .. - | - -
Paratyphoid fevers .. .. - - -
EP}'$IPE115-~ . . w 1 1 -
deningococcal Jnfectlon . - - -
Food Poisoning .. Vi S & i - =
Puerperal Pyrexia .. ,. | = & | o
Ophthalmia neonatorum . i - - -

—— - e maga e

The following table gives an analysis of the more important
causes of [nfectious Diseases notified, according to age 1—

: e : S
: | Under{ 1} 3 5 10i15{ 25 | ige |
Disease | 1l itoltoltel 1o ta " and j jTatal
| year | 2 4; 7 14 | 2, { over! Unknown*
L e —————— R T ——— e e JI.. ;____._._.... [RS— ..._..!-..._.__.._-u_.
Scarlet Fever ., o s e E? Fasroahe. o =) = f g8
‘c. Poliomyelitis: | [ IS '
F"r‘aly‘}.ic e | e - _.jl 1 e W) - t 1
leasles .. .. | 9 jsopapsg| 4|1 ', 1 1 {347

e S, S —— P SR |

- - .

No cases of Smallpox were notified during the year,

- 10 -



Scarlet Fevar

e . = e

: : . Case-rate for
Year | MNo, of Cases | Case-rate per 1,000 England and Yales

I,

STARY

5 | |
1955 | : | 0. 55 073

The following table shows the incidence for the last ten
years t=-

1946 . = 31 AR £
10 R S 19 L Ly s R 7
1 D R 9 s o R 16
1_{; 1"9 ow L] 19 19 5"1 L & = EE
IR 27 s i S 8

Diphtheria :~ The following table shows the number of
cases of Diphtheria which have occurred during the last ten
years 1=

PGS 2 i 1o (e i 0
QA e e 2 1952 ,. .. 0
1988 il s 2 195910 0, 0
ISpggm et 0 LS B 0
JAS1TN fles et 0 T e 0

There have been no deaths from the disease since the year
1937.
Cancer

The following table shows the prevalence of Cancer deaths
during the last ten years :-

Rate per
Year Males Females Total 1,000
1946 16 17 33 2.06
1947 14 13 27 1,64
1948 15 10 25 1.47
1949 15 15 29 1.69
1950 16 12 28 1,62
1951 15 13 28 1.64
1952 24 22 4 2.63
1953 g 11 20 1. 16
1954 5 23 38 2. 16
1955 16 14 30 1,55



Tuberculosis

Hew cases and mortality during 1955 31-

s S R
! New Cases ! Deaths
': | Non- | [ Mon=
Age Periods |Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory
; S ML oL ,:..-_,-.-_.._ s : EE
| M. [ F, | M. | F. M. | F. | s } F
R ) T ) I el s S S A | ' fu
Under 5 years] = | = | = | = | = | = o= ] =
SR e T s R S SN
TR S MR T R ol
o8, — Bl W Tgis i Sl s Croe = et
A5 - 60 M Pl o P - - - -
65 and over | 1 - 1 - - - | - P L
ige unknown L (e - - | = - | =
| ! i !
ECPRRETIL S Sl S e [ B om0 ) =
fotals .15 {3 | 2 |1 DR N e e

DEATH RATES PER 1,000 FROM TUBERCULOSIS

PU]-I'I'IDI'IaF]"-.. -® . 'K e

I"]ﬂh—F"lq' lﬂ"lﬂﬂﬂ.r'j" o ) " D-! GE

- 12 -



REPORT
OF THE

SENIOR  SANITARY INSPECTOR
R e TH i Enee WSUEA RS D5

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTHENT,
PRICRY HOUSE,

HIGH STREET SOUTH,
DUNST/BLE,

20th iugust, 1956.

To His Yorship the ‘layor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Dunstable,

GENTLEIEN,
| beg to submit my Report for the year 1955.

The year has been important in that it was possible to
recommence the clearance of unfit properties after the work
had been held up for so many years due to War and Post-lar
conditions. Demolition in the 5t. llary's Street/Chapel Walk
Areas and of certain other properties in High Street South and
Church Street Is now well in hand, [t should shortly be
possible to proceed with routine inspections with a view to
the carrying out of works of repair in other properties.

The Food Hygiene Regulations which recently came into
force has now given much wider scope tc deal with unsatis-
factory personal habits and more defined and reasonable
standards of premises, stalls, etc, .lthough the itegulations
call for much of the time of the staff the local response so
far would appear to indicate a desire on the part of the
traders to co-operate,

The introduction of new plant for the collection and
disposal of house refuse should help considerably in both
directions but no progress has yet been made In connection
with the erection of 2 new Depot to replace the present un-
satisfactory buildings,

=19



Due to my impending retirement this is the last Annual
Report which | shall have the privilege to present to the
Council, | would therefore like to record my thanks for the
kindly and helpful manner in which | have been supported during
the twenty-one years | have held office in the Borough and to
the Medical Officer of Health for his support and friendship
and for the many acts of kindness extended to me.

| appreciate the fact that | have always been loyally
supported by a good staff, some of whom have been associated

with me for many years, and to them | tender my warmest
thanks.

| shall continue to watch the fortunes of the Council

and the Borough with more than a passing interest and wish
you every success,

Yours cbediently,
h. BISHOP,

Senior Sanitary |nspector

- 14 -




SECTION C 3-

SANITARY  GIRCUMSTANGES OF THE  AREA

1. UATER SUPPLY.

The position regarding the supply of water remains un-
changed. During the year the consumption reached 431,044,000
gallons giving a daily average of 1,13 million gallons,

0f this amount 277,622,000 gallons werapumped from Wells
owned by the Matjonal Gas Board In the Borough the remaining
153,422,000 gallons being received from the Friars Wash supply.
All water is subject to chlorinztion,

There was no shortage of water during the year,

Apart from the works necessary to provide for the rapidly
expanding industrial and residential estates there were no new
ma jor works within the Borough which call for special comment,

The quality of the water supplied remains good and ther:
are no special risks invelved in collection or distribution,

There are still a few houses without a separate piped
supply but these are being reduced and will shortly be
entirely eliminated as a result of the progress now being
made with regard to the demeolition of unfit properties,

Results of the Examination of Water Samples.

Bacteriological Samples.

A total of 112 samples were submitted for bacteriological
examination, Of these, twelve samples were taken by the staff
of the Public Health Department and the remainder by the
Fastern Gas dJoard. Copies of the results of the examination
of all samples taken are now forwarded to the Hedical Officer
of Health and as a result closer contact is maintained,

In general the results were found to be very satisfactory
but on one occasion a high bacillus coli content was followed
by careful enquiry and check sampling which seemed to dencte
unsatisfactory sampling rather than unsatisfactery conditions
at the source of supply or delivery, At any rate the matter
was quickly cleared up and the check samples were satisfactory.

~ 15 -



A typical bacteriological Report shows:-

MThis is a very satisfactory sample, It is
clear and bright in appearance and of the
highest standard of bacterial purity
indicative of a wholesome water suitable
for drinking a2nd domestic purposes.”

Chemical Analysis

Three samples were submitted by the Eastern Gas Board,
An examination of the reports show that the result was satis-
factory In each case A typical report shows:-

"This sample Is practically clear and bright
in appearance, neutral in reaction and free
from iron and other metals, The water is
hard in character but not to an excessive
degree and it contains no excess of
salinity or mineral constituents in
solution., It Is of the highest standard of
organic quality.

In the aspect of the Chemical Analysis these
results are indicative of a pure and whole-
some water sultable for public supply
purposes, "

2. DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE,

| am indebted to the Borough Engineer and Surveyor for thei
fellowing information regarding drainage and sewerage:-

With the exception of extensions on the Downside Estate,
no additional Foul Water Sewers were laid by the Council,
although private enterprise has been responsible for new
lengths of sewer in the Poynters Road area.

The construction of the new Sewage Dispesal Works
commenced on 25th April 1955 on a two years contract at a
cost of £188,000, Bad weather and shortage of labour
delayed progress during the year, and it is now estimated that.
the initial contract for a 30,000 works will be completed
during the Autumn of 1957.

Provision in the contract was made for a further 10,000
unit to be built if required, and the increasing demands of
Industry will undoubtedly make the construction cf this
additional unit an immediate necessity,

— i




Included amongst the projects which have been under con-
sideration during the year are a new Foul Water Qutfall Sewer
from the Disposal Works to Houghton Regis village, with the
possible duplication of the existing sewer beyond this point
as far as the new industrial area off Luton Road, and the
provision of new outfall scewers to drain the extensive area
of development to the south-west of the town between ilead
Way and Southfields.

3. RIVERS AND STREAHS.

There are no rivers or streams in the Borough,

4. PUBLIGC CLEANSING

(a) Refuse Collection and Dispesal.

The general position with regard to the lack of suitable
labour remained unaltered during the whole period and [t was
impossible to maintain anything like a satisfactory service.
While every possible effort was made to give as good a
service as possible | am afraid that householders and
occupiers of other premises were hard pressed at times.
However, it Is to their credit that with very few exceptions
they appreciated the position and were helpful rather than
critical,

Conditions are now slightly improved and the introduction
of a second bulk loading vehicle already shows signs of
speeding up the collection and | am satisfied that [t will
shortly be possible to re-arrange the existing employees to
give a third team,

The West Street Depot is gradually but surely falling to
pleces and any attempt to even carry on minor repairs are a
waste of time and effort. Although attempts are continually
being made to setile the question of a new Depot nothing of =
concrete character secems to materialise.

Under present conditions it is impossible to expect good
service from either employeces or vehicles.

Conditions at the Tip at the foot of the Downs have con-
siderably Improved during recent months as a result of the
introduction of a Tipmaster, Refuse Is now levelled off,
covered and properly consclidated as soon as it [s received.

The present tip will provide for the needs of the Borough
for possibly two years at the most and for this reason every
endeavour is being made to find another suitable site,

e



(b) Salvage.

Waste Paper and other articles are collected and deposite
in trailers attached to the refuse collecting vehicles, A
separate collection is made from the larger shops and business
premises.

The following table shows the amount and value of salvage
collected during 1955 and a2 comparison with 1954 :-

B B T e
- 5 - ;I .l l | i 1‘ | :
Naterial =5tgns;cwi5.fqrﬁ-llb$'! tﬂns;cwts.;qrs.jlbs

A oy *

Paper.» ++v au |
Heavy Iron.. ilE
Rags .. '
Brass, lead

2151 14 | 3 |~ | 201 16 ; o
151 16 {2 f1e 6l 15 | B

- B S S e | ) i

3%}

aluminium, copper SR S R AR 9
Finails RREia i T S B B BT T e
Waste Food.. S 251 14 | = ‘F=" R e | i

VALUE.. £ 1,805, 197 3d. ii £ 2,127. 18, 1ld,

-
B e =S e i —— A

(¢} Cleansing of Cesspools.

Conditions remain unchanged and the number of cesspools |
the Borough is very small, The work of emptying is undertaken
by the Luton Rural District Council upon payment by the
Corporation.

Two cesspools serving two houses in Half Hoon Lane have

been abolished as a result of the premises being connected to
the sewer,

5. SANITARY INSPECT|ON OF THE AREA.

The following schedules give details and number of in-
spections made and the results of notices served i-

B s S mirl e — = 2 e i e

e PP P P — e _.__._._.__._._._._..r_

Inspections of premises where nuisances were found or
complaints investigated.. .,

] o - . & = L

|
Visits to property under notice or re work in progress } 400
Visits re drainage of existing buildings.. .. .. ..| 2%
Visits re cessppals. (00 RIS am o eat al
Inspection of sanitary accommodation at: |
Public Conveniences . . .4 .o .. . |
Cafes, Hotels, Public Houses, etc, -y - oy f

Factories with power .. |

bl LI 2 L L - @ - I.
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Factories without power .. 4 :
Bakehouses o . ‘e o . . o= 24
Shﬂps- - . . e - . .. . - la
Schools .. : s St e e 18
Visits re cﬂllectlun 1nd djspnaal of refuse and salvage 154
Visits re marine stores au S e L 58 1
Visits re rodent control 2 - 2 Sy e 525
Visits re verminous conditions 1nd ﬂther p;sts i e 29
Visits re keeping of animals i S 2
Visits re manufacture, preparation and sturagh of food:-
Slaughterhouse.. — .e S . v s a 373
Bakehouses o e o - S : S ik
Butchers and Grocers - e i e e o 12
Shﬂp:ﬁ . = " .= 5 a . . s - s - 2
Fl‘sh Ehc'PS . » .. .. . s - . - - .. 12
Dairies .. e e Al A v = 22
lce-cream premises .. . o - - . N 4
School canteens A R e R R - 10
Hotels, cafes, etc... s o - e - . 2
bMarket stalls .. . % . - . . 4. b2
Visits re unsound feood.. .. e .s - e 39
Visits re sampling of food .. o - s o 5
Visits re sampling of ice-cream .. s . e 17
Visits re 5ﬂmpling of milk . w " e .. - . . ?
Visits re housing applications T e : 46
Visits re overcrowding.. . . e ; 5 5
Visits re unfit conditions .. S e RERE 160
Visits re proposed clearance areas .. Aiame s B et 22
Visits re housing survey [F:ua Year len] e b 329
Visits re Repairs and Rents Act 1954 ., . are ~A 35
Visits re caravans, etc. Lt pc =4 - gt " 54
Visits re infectious disease and dlsrnfﬂct|ﬂr o e 71
Visits re Improvement under Housing Act, 1949 ., "o 379
Visits re Shops Act ., o L Lt T e e R 1
Visits re sampling of water at Swimming Pools .. .. 15
Visits re water sampling .. i i - o ia 16
Visits re Pet Animals Act .. S . ae i e ; 6
Visits re old people in need of care and attention .. | 18
Visits re National issistance Act, 1948 ., e S 19
Visits re Atmospheric Pollution .. i e fi i L 10
Visits re exchange of Toys for Rags A o . 2
iiscellaneous visits .. s TR i 158

o= Al



Number
Humber
Number
Number

of iAbatement Notlces served .. = e o
of Abatement Notices complied with.. I -
of Informal Notlces given e ‘s iy as
of Informal Notlces complied with .., e iy

B T I S =. s

-
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SCHEDULE OF WORK  DCHNE

e

{a) Structural ﬂefects

Roofs repaired and made weatherproof i e
Faves gutters repaired or renewed . e
Chimneys repointed, ete,, and pots renewed .,
R.W. pipes refixed, repaired or renewed.. o
Window and frames repaired or renewed .. e
Window sill repaired or renewed .. A B
Doors and frames repaired or renewed - .
ilain walls repointed or cement randered.. *

sain walls rebullt andfor tied in ., el A
Floors repaired or relaid e T A
Ceilings replastered aa P bimae S

Walls replastered or matchboarding renewed .,
Dampness eradicated in walls and ceilings .,

Sashcords renewed ,. 5 e e i .
Staircases repaired urf1nd handrails provided
Firegrates repaired or rencwed i s e

smoklng flues remedied .. = i .
Rooms and staircases redecorated .. .o ‘e
Washing copper repaired or renewed.. .o ‘o
iiscellaneous rep2irs .. .. i T A

(b) Foul Conditions

Obstructed drains cleared 0 e ee
Ubstructed sewers referred to Boraugh Surveyor

(c) Drainage, Paving and Water Supplies.

Drains relaid or repaired s
W.C. pans renewed . .o i . . ‘e
Flushing cisterns repaired or renewed ,, .
Cold water supply tanks repaired or renewed
fdditional w.c,s provided, w,c. structures

repaired, cleansed or rebuilt .. .. ..

W.G.s provided with water supply andfnr water
plP’ES I‘Epalf‘ed e - e -

L o & oW

& - m
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(c) Drainagu, Paving and Mater Supplies (Contd) f
W,C. seats repalred or renewed .. .. .. b4
Gully drains repaired or dishing renewed ., (L6
Yard paving relald or provided .. ss s E 2
Sink and bath wasteplpes repaired or renewed (D
Manholes and/or covers repaired or renewed ,. s
hAdditional sinks provided or renewed .. .. BasE
Cesspools connected to sewer.. .. .. .. L w2
Draining boards to sink renewed .. i
|
(d) Sanitary Accommodation at Inns, etc,
Sanitary accommodation Improved .. .. .. 7
Sinks and hot water provided in bars .. .. 2
Premises rebuilt or improved.. . S e 4
(e) Collection of Refuse and Salvage
Offensive accumulations removed .. o B | 3
New dustblns provided ,,. - P ) o= 457
(f) Keeplng of Animals
Accumulations of manure removed .. .. .. 1
Discontinued after informal action e et 3
(g) Other MNulsances, Including Offensive Trades
Fish frylng premises cleansed and limewashed 1
Structural alterations and improvements - 1
(h) Tents, Vans and Sheds
Unlicensed caravans moved on, S s S 5
(1) Infectious Diseascs |
Rooms disinfected after notifiable disease .. 7
Rooms disinfected after non—notifiable disease 7
Bedding diSI“fECtEd .. . . aw . 4
(j) Verminous Conditions |
Rooms disinfested .. ot - . . .s &
Fllthy and verminous articles dls{roygd .. contents
of five
houses
(k) Insect Pests, etc.
Houses disinfested,. o o o aie e 13



| 1955

e - i p—

(1) Factories, including Bakehouses i

hdditional sanitary accommodation provided .. | 2
Existing sanitary accommodaticn Improved.. .. | 2
Existing sanitary accommodation cleansed.. .. ! 3
Lighting Tmpreoved: .. .. @ el wa o e 3
Defective roofs repalred Jo0 = L e e 2
Premises limewashed .. ,. T d e g e R ] 2

I

(m) Atmospheric Pollution ;
Smoke nulsances abated LTS o e e 2
Special Flre Doors fltted.. .. do .. s ) 2

|

(n) Slaughterhouse and Butchers! Shops ;

Sanitary accommodation and washing facilities b
irl'Ipl"'n'u"Ed - e - .e . .. -r . { 2

(o) Restaurant and Hotel Kitchens

v ETTTT AR R S o s ‘ 1
Improved =00 e e . S 1
Wall plaster renewed and redecaratad -a AT 1
Walls and ceilings and windows, cte., repaintad | 1
Hew sInk and waste plpe proVided . sial armamn s ] 1

[ s rm e e ———— e
= — FT— e e e T S T S e

I I SELITIT.

OFFENSIVE TRADES - Section 107 Public Health let, 1936.

Section 86 of the Public Health ficts (Amendment) Act, 1907,
requiring the registration of Marine Store Dealers' premises
and for the keeplng of records is In force in the Borough.

There arc two premises involved In the collection of rags,
one of them on a very small scale,

- 22 -




FACTOR

IES AGT, 1937

Information as to the number of Inspections made, notices

served and work carried out under the previsions of the above
/et are set out below:

(1)

=

(i)

(i1)

(i1i)

INSPECTIONS FOR PURPOSES OF PROVISIONS AS TO HEALTH

R i e

Premises

Factorles in
which Ssctions
1,2,3,4 and 6
are to be en-
forced by
Local
Authorlties

Factorfes not
included in

(i) above in
which Section
7 is enforced
by the Local

Authority,

—_- - R

Other Premises
in which
Section 7 is
enforced by
the Local
huthority | ex—
cluding out-
workers!
premises.)

R S

, Humbe

on

11

101

TOTAL | 115

r b

= .

L P

Mumbar of

5 i -
57 2
|
-~ T
6 )

! :Hritten?ﬂucuplers
' Register [Inspections Notlces Prosecuted

B Prar RS -

e e e e B o S e T . B

e

e —
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(2) CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

Number of cases in which

-

| Number of

Em el E.fE’:‘.tiil‘f.['.;_;.‘?ﬁF.d.d_....__._iicases in
. it eferre Hwhi
fentiEyars | | a5y fetaa b
} | Re~ IH.M, In= [H.M, In=llwere [n—
E Foundgmedled[spccinr;Spectuﬂgstltuted.
— - e R .
Want of Cleanliness ; 2 i 35 el R | -
Unreasonable : ! E | i
temperature .. RPN CICERN | B I =
Inadequate | i L { k
ventilation .. N I - e . sl =
|nadequate i ; | ; i
Lighting i BT TG R SR s A -
Sanitary i | | | il
Conveniencest ; | H ! I
§a§ Insufficient A R | 5
b) Unsultable or ; ! | ! é
defective .. S TR | i 1 F =
(c) Mot separate i ! [ : i
for sexes .. RN ! = B i
Other offences {not | 5 | ! 1
including offences | I il ! i
relating to Out- ; : ' t
work) .. 2 hiee e I -
T T A R w8 B ST U e -. : : it =
I ; 1
TOTAL ENRT !L - 5 i -

- -
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6. MOVEAGLE OWELLINGS. Section 269 Public Health Act, 1936.

Seven applications for licences to station caravans were
received during the year, One was refused, two in respect of
existing licences were renewed for 2 period of six months and
licences from three to six months were granted in the other
four instances. In three cases the necessary consent under the
Town and Country Planning Act was refused in another instance
the van was not moved on to the sijte.

Reports were submitted to enable action to be taken by
way of enforcement procedure in respect of two separate caravan
sites adjacent to 51, London Road and another near 44, Stipers
Hill.

Early in the year some trouble was experienced due to un-
authorised camping on land at the rear of the Flre Station.
This ground is now being used occasionally for short periods
for the purpose of holding Fairs but there Is little nulsance
created on Public Health grounds.

7. ATMOSPHERICG POLLUTION

Very little trouble Is experienced in this matter,

It was necessary to call the attention of the persens
concerned to the emmission of black smoke from a factory
chimney on two occasions due to inefficient stoking,

During recent weeks a problem due te atmospheriec
pollution from a factory outside the Borough has been the
cause of annoyance and nuisance to the residents of the new
Downside Housing Estate, Representations were made to the

O0fficers of the Rural District Council, Visits were made
to the premises concerned and no further trouble appears to
have arisen,

Bs SWIMHING POOLS

The water In the California Pool was sampled on four
occasions, sixteen specimens were submitted being four in
each group. O0n three occasions the results were satisfactory.
In the other instance the bacillus coli content was high with
a chlorine content much lower than the recognised standard.
Representations were made to the Owner and check samples were
found to be satisfactory.

One group of four samples was submjtted from the Peol at
the Grammar Schoel, Apart from a wide disparity between the
chlorine content at the inlet and outlet ends the water was
satisfactory.

el



9, ERADICATION OF BED BUGS

Mo case arose during the year.

10. RODENT CONTROL

iiaintenance treatments of the sewers ware carried out in
ifarch and October.

Rat Infestation was found on each occasion to be limited
to three small areas in the older part of the Town, These
areas and adjoining manholes were treated with sausage rusk
and zinc phesphide after adequate prebaiting, Eighty-one
surface infestations were dealt with during the year
necessitating one hundred and seventy~-threce visits by the
sanltary Inspectors, This number of visits would be greatly
increased if It were not for the use of Warfarin poison bait
which does away with the necessity of prebaiting. All these
surface infestations were of the common rat or house mouse and
are isolated Infestations mainly associated with chicken runs,
sheds, ete,

The refuse tip became re-infested on several occcasions
during the year but these minor infestations were quickly
stamped out by Warfarin bait applied by the Tip attendant.
Re=infestation is less likely now that the Tip is being con-
solidated by a bulldozer,

SECTION D :-

HOUS | NG

Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925,

The following tabulated information required under Article
31 of the above Regulations and whlch has not been called for
during and since the War is now again required under iinistry
of Health Circular 28/54 :-

3 inspection of Dwelllng-houses during the year :-
{1) {(2) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health
or Houslng icts) .. S e o . 585
(b) Mumber of inspections made for the purpose 1672
(2) (a) Number of dwelllng~houses (included under

sub=head (1) above) which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Acts ,. 175

i
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{b) Humber of inspections made for the purpose.
Visits to properties already recorded [n
(2} EEI.} L} . LI | L L ] L LA

(3) Number of dwelllng-houses found to be in
a state so dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation .. ..

(4) Numbar of dwelling—houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the preceeding sub-
head) found not to be In 21l respects
reasonably fit for human habitation .. e

Remedy of defects during the year without service of
formal Notices:

Number of defective dwelling=houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Local
Authoritesars theln Bl are e S

fiction under 3tatutory Powers during the year:

Ae Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing ..ct, 1936,

{1} Humber of dwelling-houses In respect of
which notices were served requiring
"ﬂrp‘l‘r‘rﬁ LI - . £ T ® @ L L

(2) Mumber of dwelling=houses which were
rendered fit after service of formal
notices:

Eﬁ} B}" GHI’IE‘I"‘S " * &= - # .= P - »
b By Local Autherity in default of Owners

8. Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

(1) Number of dwelling-hcuses in respect of
which formal notices were served requiring
defects. to be remedied A . .o 54

(2) NMumber of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal
noticest

8y Uwners ,, . .. . aa .o ..
By Local Authority in default of Qwners .,

e,
T B

-3 .

765

19

256

151



C. Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the
Housing Act, 1936:

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made ca s
(2) Number of dwelllng=houses in respect of

which Closing Orders were made (Local
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act,

LT i - R e p i A S

(3) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders ., .o .o

(4) Number of Undertakings not to re-let glven
by Owners .. .. .. .. . e e

(5) Dwc1ling—houses acquired and demolished by
Corporation .o ss e  aa  ae  as s

0, Proceedlngs under Section 12 of the Housing Act,

1936+

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders
were made e . . ’e .e .o .e

{2} Number of separate tenements or underground

rooms in respect of which Closing Orders
were determined, the tenement or room having
been rendered Fit.. o s asl s s

Housing Act, 1936.

(a) (i) Mumber of dwellings overcrowded at end of year
(11) Mumber of families dwelling therein., e i
(iii) Number of persons dwelling therein .. oTe .

(b) Mumber of new cases of overcrowding reported during
the Tear + ¥ L - . LN ] L - # - - & e

(c) (i) Mumber of cases of overcrowding relieved during
the Y'Eﬂ-r LA - . L & - L] ]
{ii} Number of persons concerned in such cases a

{d) Gases in which dwelling-houses have again become

overcrowded after the Local Authority have taken
steps for the abatement of overcrowding .. ..

- 29 -
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(e) (1) Number of Council houses found to be

overcrowded at end of {ear st M .o 18
(ii) Number of familles dwelling therein ;s 35
(iii) Numbar cf persons dwelling therein.. ° .. 108

(f) Number of cases of overcrowding in Council houses
relieved durlng the year .. .. .o .0 s 14

A11 the above are on a2 bedroom standard only,

Unfit Propertjes.

(a) Clearance Areas

Dunstable Clearance Area No., 1-1955 EHamptnn Court)
Dunstable Clearance Area No, 2-1955 (Ashton Street-Chapel
Walk)
Dunstable Clearance Area fo, 3-1955 (St. Mary's Street-
Chapel Walk)

~ These areas were represented to the Corporation in February
1955. They contained some tweniy-two dwelling-houses all of
which were unfit for human habitation and ‘other derelict
buildings, The Council also resolved to include a few other
properties for satisfactory clearing and redevelopment,
fAttempts were made to acquire the properties by negotiaticn
and in most cases this was successful,

A Compulsory Purchase Order was however submitted to the
winistry of Housing and Local Government in February, 1956 and
has been confirmed without modification,

In the meantime, two cottages within the area - Nos, 24
and 26 Chapel Yalk - have been demolished.

(b) Church Street Mo, 1-1956 Clearance Area.
Church Street and Walnut Tree Terrace No, 2-1956 Clearance
Area,

Church Street No, 3-1956 Clearance Area.

Church Street No. 4-1956 Clearance Area,

The preparatory work to deal with the above areas has
been completed and the necessary Representations submitted to
the Council in July, 1956, The formal Resolutions to deal
with the areas by way of Clearance and Compulsory Purchase In-
cluding land and buildings within or contiquous to the areas
which may be necessary for satisfactory re-development were
passed by the Council on 25th July, 1956,



There are thirty houses in these areas which are
regarded as being unfit for human habitation, thirteen of
which are already subject to Closing or Demolition Orders.

Individual Unfit Houses
Housing Act, 1936, Section 11,

183, 185, 187, 18%, 151, 193, 195, 197, 199, 201 Church Street,
Dunstable.

These houses considered to be unfit for human habitation
were the subject of Demolition Orders made in 1956, They have
all been vacated and are at prezent being demolished by the
owners,

138-140 Church 3treet, Dunstable,

These cottages were represented as unfit for human
habitation. Demolition Orders have been made, 0One house has
been vacated and as soon as the remaining tenant is re-=housed
the two cottages will be demolished.

92, 94, 96, 98, 100, 102 High Street South, Dunstable,

These houses have now been vacated and demclished,
Other unfit properties recently dealt with are:-
166, High Street South, Dunstable.
59a, High Street North, Dunstable.
1 and 3, Church Walk, Dunstable.
12 and 74, Edward Street, Dunstable,

REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS

{a) Certificates of Disrepair.

Seven applicationsfor Certificates under Section 26 of
the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, were received, A
Certificate was issued in each case, Two applications for
the revocations of Certificates were received and were
granted,

(b) Improvement Grants,

Fourteen applications for grants under the provisions
of the Heusing Act, 1949 and the Housing Repairs and Rents
Act, 1954, were received, Six of these were in respect of
Cart's Almshouses, Nos. 65(/75 High Street South, under Section
31 of the Act, In this case the Trustees are a Housing
Assocjation within the meaning of the Act and their appli=-
cation for a grant of 75% of the cost of the Improvements



from the Ministry has recently been approved, The improve-
ments and repairs proposed to be carried out will provide very
much needed amenities for the old folk occupying the premises,

The remaining eight applications were concerned with the
provision of internal sanitary accommodation, baths, lavatory
basins, hot water systems and proper ventilated food storage
accommodation, These appllcations were for grants under
Section 20 of the Act.

Improvements in respect of which granis had been approved
were carried out In fifteen houses during the year.

NEW HOUS | NG

The number of new houses completed in 1955 wast=

a) By Council,. .t e T
b) By Private Enterpr:se 286

OVERGROWDING AND RE=-HOUSING

There are now no really serious cases of overcrowding 'in
the Borough except in one or two instances where property is
occupied as a lodging house although not actually coming
within the legal definition as such.

Reference to the overcrowding figures in the Special
Table dealing with this matter will show that the extent of
known overcrowding even on a bedroom standard rather than the
legal standard Is small and that rehousing by the Corporation
and removals resulted in a decrease of the number of cases of
overcrowding even on this Standard from seventy—one at the end
of 1954 to forty—five at the end of 1955.

The number of applicants on the Council Waiting List at
the end of December, 1955 was:

Live List .. Ly i i o 186

Deferred List .. e 325
Aged Persons Flat Appllcants 5 9
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SECTION E :=

INSPECTION AND  SUPERVISION OF  FOOD

1' Hilk SUPPIY-

The itilk (Special Designations) (Specified Areas) Order,
1955, came inte force on the 21st March, 1955, and it included
the Borough as part of a specified area for the sale of milk
by retail, thereby making it compulsory to use a special
designation In relation to all milk sold by retail within the
area,

This provision coupled to the requirements of the Hilk
(Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk)
Regulations which provide that as from the 1lst October, 1954,
all pasteurised milk must be bottled on the premises where it
is pasteurised, and as there is no pasteurising plant or
producer of T.T. milk within the Borough, has meant that no
bottling of milk can now take place at any of the registered
dairies, These premises are now used only as places where
milk Is kept for the purpose of sale,

The majority of milk distributors are general store-
keepers who confine their sales to a few dozen bottles of
sterilised milk a week, but the main distribution is carried
out by the seven registered dairymen within the Borough and
six firms who operate from outside the Borough,

With two exceptions all the distributors obtain their
milk from the same sources. This has reduced the need for
extensive sampling very considerably and Is the reason why so
few samples appear to have been taken,

(2) Registration under the Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949

The state of the registers at the end of the year was as
follows:-

Distributors of milk .. .. 38
Dairi95¢- . w e .- - w ?

Dealers' Licences authorising the use of Special
Designationst=
{I Pasteuriﬁﬁd-. X s 10
CEi) Sterilised «.. oo - o 92
(iii) Tuberculln Tested ee. 10

- 33 -



Supplementary Licen:es authorising the use of Special
Designations:~ °

(i) Pasteurised.. s S
(17 )u8terilised oo T N 23
(ii7) Tuberculin Tested Sy

{b) Inspections

Twenty-five visits were made in connection with the
inspection of dairies and seven were made in connsction with
sampling,

(¢) Prosecutions

No prosecutions were made under the ililk and Dairies
Regulations, but warning letters were sent to two firms
cocerning the sale of milk in a container not fastened with
a cap or cover overlapping the lip of the container in the
onz instance and the unauthorised bottling of milk In the
other,

(d) Sampling
Seven samples were submitted for bacteriological
examination and of these one failed to comply with the

prescribed tests but as the overnight temperature in the
laboratory exceeded 65°F. this result was declared void.

o sample was examined clinically,
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2, lee-Cream

(a) Reglstration under Section 14 - Food and Drugs Act, 1938

The state of the registers at the end of the year was as
follows:-

Premises registered for the sale of ice-cream ., i s b1
Premises registered for the manufacture and sale
of ice=cream Ris o 4

The standard of lce-cream produced is usually very high,

although one manufacturer dropped from Grade I to Grades T[T
and IIT during the height of the summer,

(b) lce=cream Sampling

Seventeen samples were submitted for examination, Twelve
were placed in Grade [, two in Grade 1|, twoe in Grade |11 and
one in Grade IV,

RECORD OF |CE=-CREAl SAMPLES TAKEN IN 1955

Identity | ! ethylene | .
and Ma, Pra= _ I Blue de- ; ﬂ

of | sumptive | Faecal icolourised, Prov. |
Sample | Coli Coli | in hours | Grading |  Remarks

Hrapped

{ Wrapped

| Wrapped

{ Bulk
EGDld M’iK
EHrapped
tCold ilix
| Bulk
Cold Wix
| Bulk
'Cold Mix
'Cold Hix
Bulk
{Cold ilix
‘Yrapped
Partly Yrapped
Wrapped
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&« =
+ ¢+ *

1
i
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1
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1
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(¢) Sampling of Milk and Water lolljes.

0f the six lollies submitted for examination one was found
to have presumptive coli present and another to have pre-
sumptive and faecal coli present. Both these lollies
originated from the same source and were manufactured by a
firm of national repute,

Great concern over the laboratory findings was expressed
by the Secretary of the Company and the Depariment was
assured that all possible steps were being taken to locate
and remove the source of contamination,

Further examination of the lollies was not possible
because owing to great public demand they were in short supply
and for the rest of the summer no trader could be found to
have any In stock.

The other lollies examined were found to be satisfactory

with the exception of one which had a pH value less than 4 and
was therefore unsuitable for examination,

REGORD OF [CE-LOLLY SAWMPLES TAKEN IN 1955

R —— e o =T =

'l

Identity ! Presumptive Coli | Faecal Gnlﬂ
and Ho, | E Present | Present |
of & pH. or | or |
Sample | Value | Absent | Absent |  Remarks
e e e ——
Asl E - | Present ; Present |
A2 - ; Present Absent :
i !
A3 | less | | Fruit Juice
! than not
| 8 jlexamined,
B. 1 | Z5 Absent | iAbsent
G.1 e Absent | Absent |
| | |
G.2 Lo iy, Tl /bsent

Absent

e L o e e

-kl el b e s e et B ———— e a———r—

[ce=Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1347/1952.

lce-cream is only produced at two of the four premises
registered for the manufacture and sale of ice-cream, Both
these manufacturers use a complete cold mix which they obtain
from the same source,
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3. Heat and Other Foods

(a) Slaughterhouse

There is still only the one privately owned Slaughter-
house in the Borough and now that things have settled down
after the decontrol of meat marketing it has been found more
than adequate for the needs of the local butchers and a
considerable amount of the meat killed there is sent to
neighbouring areas.

The total number of animals slaughtered during 1955 was
somewhat less than In 1954 being 9,049 compared with 9,986 but
the figure still exceeds the number slaughtered during the
period of control. |In this respect It is only fair to point
out that the increase [s in the slaughter of sheep and pigs,
the number of bovines slaughtered having diminished con-
siderably,

The follewing table shows the number of animals killed and
examined at the slaughterhouse during the year and gives the
percentages affected by tuberculosis and other diseases, [t
is worthy of note that the steady decrease in the incidence of
tuberculosis found in carcases has beecn maintained as reference
to the second table will show

- 08 -
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ARCASES |NSPECTED AND

CONDEMNED

R ]

o A

} Lambs | Pigs

i Cattle 1 F ?Sheep:
lexcluding | 1 t and |
' Cows % Cows [Balvea

1

Number killed oy :

1210° |70

328 | 3101 ' 3989

|
Number inspected .. 1210 470 | 328 13101 | 3989
All diseases excapt ! ? ; i i
Tuberculosis: | i { ! 5
[} ! k
§ | I
Yhole carcases condemned 1 i 171 4 1 | 3
Carcases of which some ; i ? |
part or organ was : | . ;
condemned . - [0 i 185 | 3 | 185 | 146
Percentage of the number | % & o
inspected affected | i . |
with disease other - : ;
than tuberculosis | 32,56 39.57 | 2.13 ' 5.99 3.73
Tuberculosis only: - % : |
i d |
Whole carcases condemned 5 i ! i - | - 3
Carcases of which some ;- REFE T ﬁ_
part or organ was . : ; i
condemned .. ,, | 70 , 70 | = - | 109
J i ! ! |
! — i T T i e e—— :---—----——-—
Percentage of the number | ! ; |
inspected affected | i | f |
with tuberculosis I 6.20 16,38 { =1 = 1o

Table showing comparative percentage incidence of Tuber-
culosis In animals slaughtered over the past five years:-

e e e e P B ]

Géiflé ex;i;;ing Cows Cows
1636 T0R| DS SRS SR RN A T ™2 _sz
1952 9.9 | 29.4
1953 8.62 | 20.74
1954 ; 7.81 i 23.25
1955 | 6.2 i 16, 38

| Calves | Pigs
& T N Y I
027 1379
| I
i 0,58 709
. |
o 0.5 | 9.8
| 0,00 | 1,9
i t

0.00 | 2.65
L SR



Tuberculosis in Calves

Ho case of congenital tuberculosis In calves was dis-

covered during the year.

Cysticercus Bovis

Five cases of localised cysticercus bovis were dis-
covered and the carcases and offals of the affected animals
were subjected to the treatment recommended by Section C

of the recommendations on meat inspection contained in

Hemo. 3 lleat.

Table showing monthly totals of animals slaughtered
and Inspected during 1955:-

e —

i,

L

e e e St et

- —

- cwrma

PP

Cattle ex- ' Sheep : '

tenth ' cluding Cows | Cows | Calves | and Lambs | Pigs | Total
";;;;;;-ﬂ_m“_:zlﬂﬁ_ ? W 32 E Eﬁ;_h_rmgﬁa" 753
February ! 106 oo oo 360 | 665
warch | 110 43 ! 40 E 101 353 | 747
wprid | oep  Lep fies et s eian R ook
my  ~ f Y93 |3 | BEeE Sageoselliea:
June 95 | 3 E g il -aaae Whwsgy - 686
July B4 2% E 13 % 283 f 292 ; 698
August 100 35 ; 13 3 332 E 288 | 768
September 111 . 48 é 9 | 462 ; 939 [ <999
Getober 106 t 41 Z g7 ety : 285 | 921
November | 106 ; 19 0 | 53¢ | 262 991
December ? 88 ? 37 j 47 ; 298 ; 296 ; 766
TOTALS: 1210 470 | 328 | 3101 | 3989 | 9049

e ——
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Table showing monthly and yearly total of meat from
various animals condemned as unfit for human consumption at
the Dunstable Slaughterhouses-

Bovine i

Month including Calves Sheep E Pigs |Total lbs,
January .. 1629 5?’ E 260 I 1946
February .. 997 17 E 256 1270
March.. .. 1540 | 7 % 284 | 1831
Aprile. .. | 123 el Py
By oo 3 1404 FEL il l 187 @ 1606
June oo e | 969 g 2 { 574 i 1545
Ul % 2263 | 17 i 154 E 2434
August .. | 4382 ! 76 " 1z é 4560
September ,, | 3493 l 94 ? 331 ; 3918
October .. | 957 % 58 E 187 j 1202
November .. | 1870 ? 105 E 124 E 2099
December .. | 2064 | 38 | 14 } 2%

TOTALS: | 22,802 i 493 | 2,702 | 25,997

P g - BT p——

Slaughter of Animals Acts, 1993 and 1954

Of the five persons who held licences to slaughter
animals in force at the end of 1955, only four applied to
have their licences renewed.

One cother person applied for a licence to slaughter
animals and this was granted subject to the condition that no
animal should be slaughtered by the licencee except when under
the supervision of a person holding a slaughterman!s licence
which [s not subject to 2 like condition,

All the slaughtermen now licensed operate within the
Borough,



tcat and Food Other Than in Slaughterhouse

The number of wvisits paid to premises where food is pre-
pared, stored or offered for sale was 665,

The following table shows the amount and variety of
foodstuffs voluntarily surrendered by the owners and destroyed
or utilised for animal feeding stuffs, as being unfit for
human consumption.

e e A T W SR

Tins,Packets,

aArticle { Jars or Cartons lbs,
BeeTil s Vane s .*! RS
‘Hi"!l'l'l @ & & @ @ --i 5 ; E
Gorned Beef S | 15 t
Luncheon Meat .. .. .| i) !
Stewed Steak .. E ) 9 i
Pork .. A . 7 il 1 1
Sausages .. .. .. .. E 43
Tongue A 1 {
L | 25 !
Lobster Paste .. o v} 3 5 i
Fish Cakes,. . o i--rlr 36 Il
Tomatoes ,. ., s e e
Tomato JUTER wmicis ud i 1 |
Vegetables (various).. .. | 53 1
Fruit (various),. .. ..l 69 |
Peanuts and raisins ,, ,,| 103 '
Preserves ,. . s el Fi -
'DI"T!I'I:’JE IJUTCE' . . » +ri 1 i
Stone: Glnger: o WG o 1 .
LTS e S 9 j
Suet .. e i . S 1 {
Ghamse o0 L= C a8 e 1 j
Sandwich spread., .. .. | b :

(¢) Prosecutions - Unsound Food,

Proceedings were instituted agalnst a firm of butchers

under section 9{a) of the Food and Drugs /ct, 1938 on two
counts that they

[Ig did sell and
(i1} did expose for sale

meat pasties intended for but unfit for human consumption,

-

The Flrm, which is a large Company, availed themselves of
the defence available to them under section 83 of the Food and

Drugs fAct, 1938, and proved to the Court's satisfaction that

—8



[t was due to the acts and default of thelr branch manager
that the contraventions of the provisions had arlsen and that
they had used all due diligence to secu. that the provisions
in question were complied with,

The Court acquitted the Company and convicted the branch
manager of the offences Imposing fines of £5. on the first
count and £2. on the second count, plus £1, 8., Od. costs.

(d) Food Premises Generally

The number and type of food premises I[n the Borough at
the end of the year wast

Bakchouses .. . =% e iy i 8

Pastry Cooks.. e L .o S Ak
Butchers P i e ‘s e ee ol
Confectioners s e o e LT
Fish Shops {wet and frTed} e AR L
Greengrocers.. .. . : = 14
Grocers and General Pruu:slnn .erchants 48
Hﬂ-tﬂls P e e - .w . . = 5
Public Houses S DR R e
Restaurants, Cafes, and Factory Canteens 26
School Canteens .. o . i o 1

SiﬂUﬂhtErhﬂUEGS & & . & @ " & # 1

(e) Registration, Section 14, Food and Drugs Act, 1938

The number and kind of food premises registered at the end
of the year wast-

Preparation of fried fish .. .. .. E
Tl

Manufacture of sausages .a . -

Preparation of cooked meat .. .. .. 9
Manufacture of meat ples .. .. .. 3
Sale and manufacture of lIce-cream e 4

Sale of ice—cream.. e = o et

(f) Adulteration of Food

No samples were submitted, The adulteration and standards
provisions of the Food and Drugs .ct, 1938 are administered by
the Bedfordshire County Council,

(g) Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food

In lay a circular letter was received from the Director of
Public Health Laboratory Service at Luton, which stated that a
number of samples of Chinese Dried Egg /ilbumen had been
examined and found to be heavily infected with Salmonella, |In

S



view of this visits were made to all the bzkehouses In the
Boroujh and Chinese dried egg or dried egg albumen were

found to be In use at two of them. Four samples were sub=
mitted for bacteriological examination and one was found to
be infected with Salmonella Thompson, The baker quite
willingly surrendered what was left of that particular con-
signment of albumen but examination of a further sample could
not reveal the presence of Salmonella,

{h) Food Poisoning

There were iwo outbreaks involving six cases notified
during 1955,

RAINFALL

The following figures of rainfall in the Borough over
the last ten years are included in the Report for record
purposes!-

Year Inches
1946 27.99
1947 20,21
1948 25.60
1949 21.4
1950 30,63
1951 31.99
1952 27,39
1953 20,61
1954 29, 10
1955 20.85
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