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PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
DROYLSDEN.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
DROYLSDEN URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mg, CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report on the health of
the town for 1961.

From the viewpoint of the vital statistics, the year 1961 has been
remarkable in one or two features, not all of them too reassuring.
Firstly 1961 was a Census year and as the findings of the Preliminary
Report are now available, the figures have been incorporated in the body
of the report (see page 7). Comparing 1961 with 1951—the year of
the last census—there has been a decrease in the population of 1,424
persons, viz: 5.3%,—presumably due to migration out of the district.
A reference to Table I shows that the ‘natural increase’ in the popula-
tion over the last 10 years has been 1,182 persons or approximately
4.5 per 1,000, and the boundary changes taking place during the
intercensal epoch (due to the acquisition of part of Limehurst) resulted
in a slight increase in population. Both these factors must have been
annulled by the migratory factor.

The birth rate has risen from 15.5 in 1960 to 17.1 in 1961—quite
a substantial rise, whilst the death rate over the corresponding period
has risen over twice as much viz: crude rate 9.9 to 13.5 per 1,000
population.

Fluctuations in rates are of course correlated negatively with size
of populations and one must not read too much into annual changes
based on a 26,000 population; it is a more profitable exercise to look
at the age and sex structure and causes of death when some interesting
data emerge.

Biblical expectation of life has been said to be “three score years
and ten'’; the Registrar’s Life Table for 1960 shows that this target

(as an average) has been achieved by women, and men are approaching
it, his figures being 68.3 and 74.1 years for males and females respect-

ively.
Do the 1961 Droylsden deaths indicate that the population are
achieving the Psalmist’s expectation of life ?

In the case of females, two-thirds of the deaths occurring were
aged 70 years or over whilst one-third were under this age, thus
showing that the mean age at death for females is over 70 years.

In the case of males the position is reversed, viz: only one third
of the deaths were aged 70 years or more, whilst two-thirds were under
this age.
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A death rate thus disguises the fact that males are not sharing the
general prolongation of life which is occurring.

A scrutiny of the death returns reveals those conditions which
are responsible for this halt in the fall of male mortality.

Male deaths whose Female deaths whose

age was under 70 age was under 70

years. (Total 104) years. (Total 68)
Coronary Disease .. ... 27 4
EEARPNIES. - . v xsvnvns 13 2
Cancer of Lung....... 7 4
47 10

Are any of these diseases preventable ?

Taking the above causes in reverse order, the Royal College of
Physicians in their recent Report* set out a full and unanswerable
conviction of the cigarette as the main causative factor in the develop-
ment of cancer of the lung and they had this to say about smoking and
chronic bronchitis:—

- “Patients admitted to hospital with chronic bronchitis have been

found to be much heavier smokers than control patients of the
same age and sex, and it has been estimated that heavy smokers
are five times more likely to be admitted to hospital with bronchitis
than non-smokers.”

In Droylsden males have a six times female mortality rate from
bronchitis.

The male toll from coronary disease in Droylsden was 7 times
the female.

On this point the Royal College had this to say:—

“From Doll and Jill’s investigation of British doctors a consider-
able increase in coronary death-rates with increasing tobacco
consumption in men under 55 years of age, is shown".

and again:—

““these findings are similar to those of other recent studies, that the
main association between smoking and coronary disease occurs
during early middle life.”

It is human nature to point the blame for illness and premature
mortality to factors outside one’s own control; today, however, the
environmental factors deleterious to health are rapidly vanishing and
the real prime factors leading to ill health are emerging in their true

* Report of the Royal College of Physicians in relation to cancer of the
lung and other diseases. Published by Pitman (1962).

5



colours—the cigarette and other addictions—lack of exercise—
excesses in food or drink—maladjusted personalities, and other causes.
The day that man can control himself as well as he has controlled his
environment will see the culmination of preventive medicine.

The figures in respect to tuberculosis give little cause for concern
but every effort is needed to eradicate that small reservoir of infection
in the adult population by ascertainment and treatment.

The infantile mortality rate is this year not one to be pleased with,
19 infant deaths and a rate of 43.5 per 1,000 live births is more than
double that of 1960.

A scrutiny of the circumstances of all those infant deaths who
died between one month and one year reveals a need for an intensifica-
tion of mothercraft training directed to those mothers who are often
least ready to accept it.

There is little to report regarding infectious diseases and the
notifiable conditions gave little cause for concern.

I would acknowledge with pleasure the assistance given to me by
Mr. Hallows the Chief Public Health Inspector and to say that Dr.

Blockey has given me great help in the regular work of the Department.
I am, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Council,
Your obedient Servant,
ALAN S. SIMPSON.
Medical Officer of Health.



SOCIAL CONDITIONS

The Urban District is sited East North East of the city centre of
Manchester, and separates that City from the Borough of Ashton-
under-Lyne. Apart from the parish of Littlemoss (added to the urban
district on the dissolution of the Rural District of Limehurst in 1954),
the district is almost entirely developed. Littlemoss lies within the
Greater Manchester Green Belt area. There are still some cotton
spinning, cotton weaving, cloth finishing, cloth dyeing, engineering
and upholstery industries within the district. A high percentage of the
population follow occupations in the City of Manchester, for which the
district slowly progresses towards being a dormitory. It follows that
there are a large number of retail tradespeople within the district.

GENERAL STATISTICS

Area of district 1,245 acres
Males Females Persons
Population—1951 12,873 14,008 26,881
—1961 12,294 13,163 25,457
Intercensal decrease = 1,424 (5.3%,)
Private Dwellings—1951 8,253
—1961 8,653

Intercensal increase = 400 (4.8%;)
(These figures are taken from the 1961 Census Preliminary Report).

I T e T S T T T Ry £246,757
Bum represented by 1d. Rate .. ......oouvviniiiinan £.970
B A O e i s e ais 22/9d. in [1
BIRTHS AND DEATHS
Males Females Total
LIVE BIRTHS
Legitimate 219 198 417
Illegitimate 10 10 20
Totals 229 208 437
STILL BIRTHS
: Legitimate 5 3 8
Illegitimate - 1 1
Totals 5 4 9
DEATHS
Totals 175 170 345

There was one death of an illegitimate infant under one year of age.
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VITAL STATISTICS

England
& ﬁ]:s
1961 1960 1961
Rates
Estimated Population s 25,457 26,240
Comparability Factor—Births 1-01 1-01
Deaths 1-40 1-39
Births—Live i 437 (229)| 408 (196)
Still 9 (5) 3 (2)
Totals o 446 411
Crude birth rate per 1 ﬂﬂﬂ pop 17-1 15-5
Birth rate I{adjustcd] 17-2 15.7 17-4
Deaths 2 345 (175) 261 (138)
Crude death rate pcr 1 {H'J'[] pcrp 13-5 9.9
Death rate (adjusted) - 18-9 13-8 12-0
Infant deaths : 19 (8) 7 (5)
Infant mortality per 1 ,000 live births 43.5 172 21-4
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legiti-
mate live births .. 43-16 179
Illegitimate infants per 1 I}Dﬂ lllegm-
mate live births .. e 50-0 —
Male infantile mortality rate 38-3 25-5
Female infanrile mortality rate 52.28 9.4
Perinatal Mortality—
Stillbirths and first week deaths.
Total live and stillbirths 40-4 17-0
Stillbirth rate per 1,000 total births 20-2 7-3 18-7
Maternal Mar‘:ahty—
Deaths from pregnancy, child-
birth and abortion 1 —
Mortality rate per 1 ﬂﬂﬂ total
births .. o 2-24 — 0-33
MNeo-natal Mnnaht}r_
Deaths of infants under 4 weeks
of age .. 13 5
Mortality rate per 1 ﬂ{]D ]w-: blrths 29.7 12-3 15-5
Tuberculosis rates per 1,000 pop.
(a) Primary notification—
Respiratory 0-35 0-41
Non-respiratory 0-07 0-07
(b) Deaths—
Respiratory .. e e — 0-11 0-065-
Non-respiratory S — — 0-007
Dieaths from ¢anmr—a]l forms
including leukaemia .. 53 53
Deaths rate per 1,000 pop. from
cancer—all furms including
leukaemia s = i 2:07 2:02 2-16

The figures in brackets ( ) represent males.







TUBERCULOSIS SERVICES

The Chest Clinic, Lees Street, Ashton-under-Lyne, is now
administered by the Regional Hospital Board, though certain aspects
of this work, more particularly the domiciliary visiting of cases and
contacts, come within the domain of the Local Health Authority’s
Medical Officer (the Divisional Medical Officer for Health Division
No. 17).

The times for attendance at the Clinic are as follows:—

Tueadigs oo o T T T R 1.30 p.m.
Wednesdaye, o0l ok Ll 2R ol Lo 9.30 a.m.
FRARYAL - . 5.5 et o el o 9.30 a.m.

Also the 2nd and 4th Wednesday in every
month (for old patients and by appoint-

DR QDN ¢ o v scnin hurss-s A Brrs Saa o 6.00 p.m.
A clinic for children only is held on Friday
Al teFNOmE A0 .. . o noinin e e St 2 e miad 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.
MIDWIVES

There are two Lancashire County Council Midwives residing and
practising in the district, viz:—

Mrs. H. F. A. Dean,

15 Porlock Avenue, Audenshaw Tel, No. DRO 3441
Mrs. E. Ernest,
33 Gorseyfields, Droylsden Tel. No. DRO 3552

DISTRICT NURSES
Mrs. Williams,

12 Ashdale Crescent, Droylsden Tel. No. DRO 3513
Mrs, E. Maher,
5b Lancaster Road, Droylsden Tel. No. DRO 2930
Mrs. Cain,
209 Mossley Road, Ashton-under-Lyne Tel No. ASH 4412
Mrs. Leckey,

5 Bannerman Road, Droylsden (Part-time).

AMBULANCE SERVICES
(Administered by Lancashire County Council)

Headquarters: Lord Street Garage, Ashton-under-Lyne.
Tel. No. ASHton 2297/8.

An Ambulance Sub-station is maintained in Ash Road, Droylsden.

The Staff consists of one Shift Leader and two Ambulance Dri'.rerf
Attendants. One ambulance and one car are stationed there.
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HEeaLTH DEPARTMENT,
2 MaxcHESTER Roap,
DroyLSDEN,

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
DROYLSDEN URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

MRg. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report on the environ-
mental health of the district and the public cleansing service for 1961.

The first matter of report is in connection with the staff without
which no progress on any front can be reported. In January, Mr.
Hopkins left the Department; in April Mr. White left; just after the
departure of the Chief Inspector, Mr. Traynor. For a month the
Department was completely without its own staff and tended only by
occasional visits of Inspectors from the neighbouring borough of
Ashton-under-Lyne, to whose Council thanks must be expressed for
their willing release of these Inspectors. Following my arrival in May,
repeated advertisements failed to bring any additional staff, and the
year had to be faced alone. This meant, as is revealed in the following
pages, that all work except housing had to be held off, and I had to
maintain top pressure even to contain the housing work.

Fortunately you agreed to a review of the establishment of the
Department in October, and it is hoped that a new staff will join me
early in the new year.

The refuse collection and disposal services continued to be
bedevilled by breakdowns in the mechanical transport and equipment
and a weekly collection never seemed to happen two weeks together.
However, the arrival of a new refuse collection vehicle, a new crawler-
tractor for tip control, and phased overhauls for the remaining vehicles
(all again scheduled for early in the new year) will at last, it is hoped
make the weekly collection really normal.

The only real progress is to report that Smoke Control Orders
Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 came into active operation on 1st April,

To the Chairman and Members of the Council, and to the Medical
Officer of Health, I express my appreciation of their encouragement and
support. I also thank fellow Officers for their assistance and for-
bearance in a very trying year.

I am, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Council,
Your obedient Servant,
VERNON K. HALLOWS,
Chief Public Health Inspector.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water Supply

The supply to the whole of the district is provided by Manchester
Corporation. The water is upland surface water and mainly derived
from the Longdendale Reservoirs. It should be possible to report that
the water supply is excellent in quality and quantity, but this is not yet
so, There are too many occasions when residents complain of the
dirtiness of the water. Early in 1959, it was stated, the Manchester
Corporation commenced work on a large project at Godley that would
include filtration and sedimentation plant sufficient to eliminate these
very frequent complaints; but to date there appears little abatement of
the nuisance,

Drainage and Sewerage

With the exception of the parish of Littlemoss, which was included
in the Urban District in 1954, the whole of the district is sewered. The
sewage is conveyed to the Manchester Corporation system via a main
outfall sewer at Clayton Bridge, and is treated at that Authority’s
disposal plant at Davyhulme. Littlernoss, a ‘Green Belt’ area next to
the beauty spot of Daisy Nook, contains towards 200 premises, one-
third of which are served by septic tank installations. The other two-
thirds are deplorably still having to use pail-closets.

As the sewage system that exists now is itself undergoing extensive
modernisation, and the parish of Littlemoss contains only houses and
farms sited straggily along the one through road, it appears difficult
to hold any hope of an early provision of modern drains and sewers.

Sanitary Accommodation
The position at the end of the year was as follows:—

T B T AU 9,423

Wsate Water Clogets: . ..o v LA i, 4

ST T S e R R T R R 107

Fouses served by Septic Tanks ... ................ 71

Houses sexved by Cesspools ...................... 2
Refuse Storage

Storage of refuse is by the use of 2} cubic feet capacity metal
dustbins, of which there are some 9,500 plus in the district. By a
resolution of the District Council in April, 1951, the dustbins are
replaced for the use of dwelling-houses and the cost borne as a charge
on the general rates. This has ensured standardisation of the dustbin
in use and that only serviceable dustbins remain in use, both great
assets to the refuse collection teams.

During the year 487 dustbins were replaced and 68 were sold.
These latter were either initial provision of a dustbin to a newly occupied
house or extra dustbins desired by the occupiers of houses and/or shops.
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Since the inception of the ‘Dustbin Scheme’ 9,173 dustbins have
been replaced by the Council.

1951 — 703 1957 — 1,109
1952 — 636 1958 — 911
1953 — 917 1959 — 885
1954 — 856 1960 — 665
1955 — 1,122 1961 — 487
1956 — 882

Refuse Collection

Refuse collection is carried out by two teams each comprising one
driver and five dustbin men. When it is realised that to ensure a weekly
collection each team has to collect, empty and return, no less than
1,000 bins each working day, one may wonder that a weekly collection
is ever achieved, and not wonder at the fact that over the year the
collection cycle did not remain static. However, a bonus of 2d. a bin
has been introduced with a basic figure calculated to ensure that a
complete weekly collection earns each team member a weekly bonus
in excess of £2 0s. 0d. and improvements, including a new large capacity
rear-loading refuse collection vehicle, to the vehicle fleet planned for
early next year. It is then confidently expected the two teams will be
able to maintain the weekly collection apart from the statutory holiday-
time disturbances, to overcome which overtime and week-end working
is planned.

Difficulty has been experienced in maintaining a proper standard
of cleanliness of the collection vehicle fleet, and during the year a
steam-generating cleansing machine was purchased, and a cleansing
rota introduced to ensure no vehicle is overlooked.

Refuse Disposal

The town’s refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping at the central
tipping area behind the Ash Road Depot. Compaction, levelling and
covering of the tipped refuse is controlled by a tractor fitted with a
bull-dozing blade. This machine is now very near to the end of its
useful life. It is no longer versatile enough nor strong enough to ¢ e
with the constantly changing materials being tipped. The purchase o
tracked machine during 1961 has already been approved in pnnmple
and dthe arrival of this bigger and better machine is eagerly looked for-
ward to

The tipping area covers the old sewage works and during the year
one of the old small sewers still not diverted from beneath the tip was
found to be near collapse. The diversion of the sewer has now been
brought into the present phase of the ‘Sewage Scheme’ and it is hoped
the works will commence early in 1962. In the meantime tipping has
had to cease on the bottom levels of the tipping area, and a final top
level is being added immediately behind the Depot buildings.
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Waste Paper Salvaged: Tons Cuts. Ors. Value

T
Mixed Waste 131 9 - 1,037 13 6
Fibreboard 55 10 3 553 8 8
Newsprint +4 — — 374 0 0
Total 230 19 3 1,965 2 2
Annual tonnages since inception:
1940 — 70 1945 — 95 1950 — 184
1941 — 71 1946 — 126 1951 — 152
1942 — 38 1947 — 120 1952 — 199
1943 — 125 1948 — 133 1953 — 189
1944 — 42 1949 — 145 1954 — 210
1955 — 265 1958 — 261
1956 — 282 1959 — 252
1957 — 223 1960 — 276
Clean Air 1961 — 230

The Council is one of the constituent member authorities of the
South East Lancashire and North Cheshire Consultative Committee
for the Investigation of Atmospheric Pollution. Under the provisions
of this Committee two instruments for the recording of sulphur pollu-
tion are stationed in the district. One, a lead peroxide ‘candle’ is sited
within the Manor Road Cemetery grounds, and the second, a volumetric
analysis instrument, is sited at the Council Offices. Due to the complete
absence of staff within the Department, the volumetric analysis instru-
ment has not been operated this year, and also because of this complete
absence of staff, no progress can be reported in the making of Smoke
Control Areas,

During the year Smoke Control Orders Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 came
into operation on 1st April. Though these areas covered open land at
the time of making, at the end of 1961 112 houses had been erected
within these areas.

The Council accepted a recommendation in the year that a Smoke
Control Assistant be appointed to ensure continuity of progress in the
making of Smoke Control Areas, and although an appointment has
been made, the Assistant will not be able to commence duties until the
first week of the new year.

Progress may be reported on the Industrial front, but regrettably
only due to the diminishing number of large mills and boilers.

Smoke Control Areas

No. Acreage Davellings Others Operative
1 20-5 292 — 1.4.1960
3 5-15 12 — 1.4.1961
4 1-65 22 — 1.4.1961
5 3-45 — — 1.4.1961
6 T2 — — 1.4.1961
7 11-44 78 — 1.4.1961
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1. Total number of properties in
Local Authority's District . . 11 8,379 | 1,192 | 9,582 | 18
2. Number of properties inspected
as a result of
(a) Notification g o Nil 121 10 151 1
(b) Survey under Act .. i 7 312 47 366 8
(¢) Otherwise .. - oo | NG Nil Nil Nil Nil
3. Total inspections carried out—
including re-inspections .. | 140 1,486 294 | 1,920 | 40
4. Number of properties inspected
(in Sec. 11) which were found to
be infested by:
(a) Rats (ngﬂr} Lis ik il Nil il il Nil
L e ey | 14 | 111 1°2
() Mice (M?jﬂrl . . Nil Nil Mil Nil Nil
(Minor) . .« | Nil 26 9 35 Nil
5. Number of infested properties
(in Sec. IV) treated by the L.A. 2 121 23 146 2
6. Total treatments carried out—
including re-treatments o 30 123 23 176 2
7. Number of notices served under
Sec. 4 of the Act. Treatment
and Structural Work .. e (B | il Nil Nil Nil
8. Number of cases in which de-
fault action was taken following
the issue of a notice under Sec.
4 of the Act .. by o il Nil Nil Nil Ml
9. Legal Proceedings s .. | Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
10. Number of *“Block™ control
schemes carried out .. .. 1 Nil Nil Nil il Nil

Vermin Control

It is the practice of the Department to inspect the dwellings of
prospective Council tenants and 54 such inspections were carried out.
In four cases evidence of infestation by bugs was found. These cases
were successfully treated by the Department’s Disinfestor using liquid
spray containing either DDT or Gammexane.
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Housing
This portion of the Department’s activities received my full

attention during the year and in consequence no slackening occurred
of the work to ensure that proper housing conditions prevail.

Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing

AEIECLB o 50 s 0 smmiw it wals i bTata e s ek e R 260
Number of dwelling-houses found unfit but capable of

being misde ity s P i s 250
Number of dwelling-houses found unfit and not cap-

gbleof being made BE. . ... .cvcoisminsinnmssimis 7
Number of dwelling-houses made fit after informal

BN o ca ki S e o e R e 154
Number of dwelling-houses made fit after formal

BEHORL 5.0+ 1o v 000 Taie s Boniis Hhs v 4 b Sotnse S ENNNI 21
Number of dwelling-houses demolished in clearance

1 T A S e e Nil
Number of dwelling-houses demolished outside of any

CleArAnce BIRR . . vis i din os bvnns s ruses e 20
Number of dwelling-houses closed outside of any

CLEARBNEE AFCA . . oo v vne s b diminbont s b il xatre R 4

During the year the opportunity was made to revise the list made
in 1955 of the dwelling-houses considered to be so unfit as to require
clearance and demolition and the Council requested to formulate a
definite plan for the rehousing of the residents now living in these
houses.

Number of dwelling-houses existing at the end of the
year which are thought not capable of being made
fit at reasonable expense ..........c 0000000000 620

REGISTER OF DEFECTS REMEDIED

R T R e e O R e 73
Chimney stacks and POB . . . . vosiini i oo ne i siseis st 5
ROOLE: ¢ .ol b it it s ias bn s sidi e 40
Walls [Brickwork). . ... .o o550 s e bons s bing soms s di 21
Walls (pointing and rendering)..............ccoiiiiaaan 18
Barge Boards ., ... i shenenvin s e s s 2
Staire and Handrmils . oL T T e T 5
Plasterwork (Wall and Ceiling). ............cccc0viiinnns 41
FYoors o e e R T T 14
Windows (Frames and Cills)...........co0cveiincennannas 36
Windows (Glazing). . ... .c.comeiiniaennnersonesnmeuinn 9
Windows (Basheordi) ... .ivovoriorisnsanisesasapens 4
Windows (Parting Beads) .....i.o0viviaanisnssnanseain 4
Doors, Gates and Frames ......cooneevnnnanas N 29















