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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1961.

Rural District Council Offices,
Qmbersley Street,
Droitwich.

Telephone: Droitwich 2288,
;“tugust 3 1962,

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
FUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

T have the honour to present my Annual Report on the
health of the Rural District for the year ended 31st. December 1961.

Fewer notifications of infectious disease are being
received each year which may be considered as an indication of the
raised standard of health in the community. To some extent this
may be attributed to an acceptance of the varicus vaccination
and immunisation procedures offered to the general publie, but
also to a generally improved standard of care by both the
hospital and general practitioner services.

A triple antigen is now being used for protection apainst
Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Tetanus, and Smallpox vaccination
is now carried out by a multiple puncture technigue which produces
fewer reactions than the old scratch method. Injections are no
longer necessary against Poliomyelitis, the new Sabin vaccine
‘beine adminestered in syrup or on a lump of sugar. B.C.G.Vaccination
against Tuberculosis is alsc carried out by an improved
technique. Tests on the Urine for the detection of diabetes,
kidney and other diseases can now be carried out in a matter of
seconds in the cliniec or at homes; thus it will be seen that
recent advances in Public Health have been quite considerable.

The standard of envirommental hysiene has alsc improved
steadily but more slowly. Droitwich Rural district has made
gteady prosress in providing piped water and sewase disposal
works where required. Some 65% of the population are supplied
with mains water and allbut two or three villages are
sewered (See p.p, B & 3), The building of houses and flats
has prosressed, with plans well laid for the future, and this
has been accompanied by fairly steady progress in slum
clearance (p.13) The only disturbing factor appears to be the
steadily increasing number of caravans enteri the district
and the difficulty in providing satisfactory site conditions
for them. The Council are however, investigating the possibility
of providing a permanent residential caravan site in the south
of the district, which I am sure would help to solve this problem

The Surveyor and Public Health Inspectors seem to have
an increasing number of duties placed upon them each year and

I would like to coneratulate them on the way in which they tackle
their problems, and for their co-operation with me.

I remain, Mr. Chairman,

Your obedient servant,

L.SPENCER STEFHENS.
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SIECITTI0N A
STATISTICS 'ND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREh.
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Number of inhabited houses (31st.March,1961)sccording
to Hate BOOKS s as a8 as a@ a8 5 as b4 &5 5§ ws 5@ 4’5:2.

Hﬁteqble VEI].U.E! {5131:... Hﬂ.rﬂh,lgﬁl} I LN ] - w - § - . - . ﬂﬁa,ﬁ*du

Registrar General's estimate of resident population,

[m id"‘:"r E.‘Fll‘ 1951:’ & % - . - [ "= [ L " (I - & - - " 14’130

Live Births Males Females Total.
Leritimate ++ +» 117 100 21?
Illegitimate .. 3 4 i

Illerjtimate live births as percentamge of total live births 3.1%

Standardised birth-rate per 1,000 estimated population .. 17.5
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Still Births Males Females Total
Legitimate .. .. 1 2 3
Illegitimate .. - - -

5till birth-rate per 1,000 - Total live and still births 13.2

5till birth-rate for England and Wales .« s+ ss s oo o0 18.7

Daaths Males Females Total
From all causes «. 7% 83 160

Standardised death-rate per 1,000 estimated

ﬂﬁDul&tiﬂn a @ e @ &@ &8 s& @& & § 48 & S8 BS 88 &8 3 B P
Death rate for England and Wales .. oo ss o1 20 os 12.0
Deaths of Infants under

one year of aze Males Females Total
Legitmate 5 3 B
Illegitmate - - -

Infantile Mortality Rate, per 1,000 live births .. «« «« 35.2
Infantile Mortaility Rate for England snd Wales .. «s o+ 21.4
Infantile Mortality, per 1,000 live births
LEﬁjtimﬂtE we #m w® a® a# =E 8 E& K 2% W  ww a36.8
Illﬂﬁitimﬂte % Ba mE se EE BE sE wE S8 e s aw Nil

Dgaths of Infants under 4 weeks

of age Males Females Total
Lﬁﬂitimﬂtﬂ 2 sw wwm 4 3 7
Illﬂgimate " aE AW = = -

Neonatsl Mgrtality Rate per 1,000 live births .. ++ s s 31.2
Neonatal Mortality Rate for England and Wales .. .. . .= 15.3
Maternal Deaths (including abortion +e se se ss oo ss s 2

Maternal Meortality rate per 1,000 live and still-births.. B.9
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SECTION B.
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH
SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

(a) Hogpitals.

5 rghese services are administered by Birmingham Regional Hospital
paTrt.

(1) The district is served by general hospitals situated in
Worcester, Bromsgrove, Kidderminster and Birwmingham.

(2) The isolation hospital, which serves the area is situated
at Newtown, Wyrcester.

(3) Maternity hospitals which serve the district are situated
at Stourport, Bromsgrove and Wprcester.

(4) Sanatoria for the treatment of cases of Tuberculosis are
situated at EKnightwick and Worcester.

(5) St. John's Hospital and Highfield Hospital, Droitwich are
National Heospitals for the treatment of Rheumatic diseases.

(6) Psychiatric Hgpspitals for mental disorders are available at
Powick, Worcester & Barnsley Hall, Eromsgrove.

(b) Ambulasnce Service.

This service is provided by the County Council. Ambulance
stations which serve Droitwich Rural District are situated at
Worcester, Kidderminster, Bromsgrove and Redditch. The list below
shows the parishes covered by each ambulance statien for non=-
emergency cases. In all cases of emergency the ambulance should
be summoned in the usual way - that is, by asking the telephone
operator for "Ambulance" or by dialling "999",

Bromsgrove Ambulance Station - Upton Warren and Northern part of
Parish of Dpdderhill.

Kidderminster Ambulance Station - Hartlebury.

Redditch Ambulance Station - Stock & Bradley.

Warcester ‘wbulance Station - All other parishes in the Rural District.

Patients suffering from infectious diseases are conveyed
to hospitals in special ambulances which are stationed at the

isolation hospitals. The hospital car service, marmad in most
cases by volunteers, is used to supplement the Ambulance
. Service.

(¢) Hgme Nursing & Health Visiting.

This service is provided by the County Council, and in most instances
.. in the Rural District this work is done by the Eistrict Nurse/
Midwife, who is also the Health Visitor. The following nurses are
working in the BRural District -

Nurse Nash, Nurse’s Cottage, Fernmhill Heath =
Telephone Ny. Fernhill Heath 304.

Nurse Coles, The Bungalow, Courts Close, Hanbury.
Telephone Ng. Heznbury 209,
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Nurse Cracklow, 0ld Turnpike Rpad, Crowle.
Telephone Unton Snodsbury 2&89.

Nurse Adler, Rgse Cottage, Cutnall Green,
Telephone Nn. Cutnall Green 233.

Nurse C.R.Mills, 14, Appletree Walk, Ombersley.
Telephone Np. Ombersley 34l.

Nurse Dudley, 27, Varesley Court Rpad, Hartlebury.
Telephone Ng. Hartlebury 200.

(d) Care of Expectant and Nursing Mothers and Young Children.

The district is served by the following Clinics:-

inte=-Natal Clinies.

Cases near Droitwich are now expected teo attend their own D.ctor
for ante-nsztal Care. Ante-Natsl Exercices and Health 3EUBation ﬁgﬁl
still provided on alternate Thuréda)e at 2 p.m.; 2t the Haptlsts
Recreation Rpad, Bromsgrove, Open every Monday at 2.0.p.m.

Iﬁc gglﬂwﬁn Maternity Hospital, Stourport. Open every Tuesday
a . PeMa

Coventry Street, Kidderminster. Open every Monday at 2.0 pe.m.
Infant Welfare Clinics.
Baptist Church Hall, Droitwich. Open every Tuesday =t 2.0 p.m.

Memorial Hall, Cmbersley. Open on 1st and 3rd. Fridays in the
month at 2.30 p.m.

Parish Hall, Hanbury. Open on 3rd. Thursday in the month at
2.0 PsMas

Village Hall, Crowle. Open on 4th Wednesday in the month at
230 peme

The Memorial Hall, Fernhill Heath. Open on 2nd and 4th Friday
in the month at 2.0 p.m.

Village Hall, Wychbold. Open on 2nd. and 4th Mondays in the month
at 2.30 p,.m.

Parish Hall, Hartlebury. Open on lst. and 3rd. Wednesday in the
month at 2.30 DaMe

(e) Home Help Service.

This service is administered by the Women's Voluntery Service from
Droitwich on behalf of the County Council.,

The service provides domestic help for the aged, in case of illness
and for maternity cases during confinement.

(f) Vacecination snd Immurisation.

Vaccination against Smapplox and Poliomyelitis and Immunisation
against Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Tetanus are carried out
free of chargsé, at any of the County Council Clinics or by the
patient's own doctor.
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The following inoculations were completed during 1961 -

(1) Diphtheria Immunsation (including Tetanus)

Number of children who received the full course
during the year 208 (203)

umber of children whoe received a first
re-inforcing dose 194 (123)

Mumber of children who received a second
re-inforcing dose B85 (Not known)

(X Figures in brackets relate to the previous
year)

(2) Whooping Cough Immunisation

Humber of children who received the full course
during the year 159 (180)

(3) Swallpox Vaccination.

Number of persons who received primary vaccination
during the year 154 (220)

Number of persons who were re-veccinated
during the year ag .l Sl

(3) Polimyelitis Vaccination.

A considerable number of persons received injections of Salk
Vactinedquring the year. The scheme is administered direct

by the County Council and details are available in the

County Medieal Officer's Anmael Report. Sabin Vaccine is now
being used, and is administered orally on a lump of sugar.

(g) Welfare Services.

The Welfare Services are adminstered by the Welfare Section
of the Health Department under the direction of the County
Welfare Officer. The following facilities are available -

(1) Residential accomodation for the elderly who are uneble to
loock after themselves in their own homes.

(2) Temporary accomodation for persons in urgent need.
(3) Special services for Blind persons.
(4) Special services for Deaf & Dumb persons.

(8) Special assistance for other Handicapped persons.
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SECTTION. M
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

(1) Water Supply.

The East Worcestershire Waterworks Company are now the statutary
water undertakers for the greater part of Droitwich Rural District.
Following the transfer of the undertaking to them in Jpril 1960,
good progress was made with the douthern Parishes scheme so that

by mid-1961 mdins water had been extended into the following
narishes:- Himbleton, Hadzor, Crowle, Huddineton, Tibberton '
Oddingley and Hindlip (part). The new Water Tower at Yew free Hill,
Droitwich which is 100 ft. high, was designed to provide adequate
pressure and sufficient reserve for this ar»~ in particular,snd

has a capacity of 150,000 gallons.

It is now hoped to extend the mains from Droitwich through Ladywood
to the parigﬁ of Ombersley, which is at present supplied from a
small bore-hole, the water from which is not entirely satisfactory.
Unless this work is done, extensions will be held up to Chatley,
Hawford Wood, Hay Lane, Sytchampton, Conhampton and Acton,

The three parishes which are not supplied by the Company are -

(1} Haptlebury - which is to be incorporated in the Ngrth-West
Wsrcestershire Water Board's srea of supply. (2) Viestwood -

which has a private suoply. (3) Warndon where a few properties are
gsupnlied by Warcester City.

Details are given below of the number of premises supplied by
mains water from which it will be seen that approx. 653 of the
pepulation are catered £rr; the remaining 556. are supplied from
shallow wells, many of which are unsatisfactory.

i - Area cupplied From. No. of Houses LSetimated | Total
' ! 5 on Main. Population 1quul§tiun.g
19 Parished E.W.W.Co. L .58l e | 11,436
IrHﬁrtleburar! Stourport ! 413 1,362 i 2,529
'Westwood Wie 5ot buehols 28 58 251 108
{Warndon | Worcester City | 10 33 % 57
i i
TOT LS. 2,792 9,212 | 14,130

L

Percentage of Population of Mains Water - &65%.

N.B. Estimated Population is based on basis of 3.3 persons per
house (see Statistics p.3.)

The Water supnlied by the East Wyrcestershire Waterworks Company

is drawn from four boreholes close to the Licky Hills. Bactericlogical
Samples ard taken weekly, and the results for 4th DECEMBER 1961, are
submitted below.

| East Worcestershire Water as delivered intoc Service.

: !
%ﬁmpla Number of colonies 1 Presumptive Probable Ng. |
; ‘developing on ‘gar. | Coliform Count of Faecal Colit
g In 2 days at In 3 days at, i

| 3700, ot 2a00, '

: oo | i
EE.E Pumg _NIL NIL - NIL POl NIL

Washingstocks ‘ i :
"Bigwood" W o i 35 ! NIL - NIL

1 : 40 NIL NIL
urcot bert™ NIL ; 7 WIL NIL
These samples are Tit fgr drinking. L
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(2) Sewerage & Sewage Disposal.

Sewage Disposal Works are operating satisfactorily in the
following villages:- Wychbold, Fernhill Heath, Crowle and
Ombersley. Extensions to the sewers in the parish of Ombersley
have recently been completed to cater for the villages of
Uphampton & Qldfield. Sgwage from the parish of Hartlebury

is pumped to the Kidderminster Sewage disposal works. The
central village ares has been catered for for some years, and
further work was carried out in “he Summerfield arees in 1‘!?59—60.
Tenders have now been accepted for work to be carried out in
Moors /wvenue and Station Road., which should mean that the parish
is well covered.

The only two wvillages where th:ire are drainage problems are
Hanbury and Tibberton. /4 Private Ministerial Enquiry was made

into the proposed Hanbury Sewage Scheme early in the year, at which
the Sgvern River Bpard expressed their concern over the extremely
low rate of flow in the stresam which was to receive the effluent
from the disposal works. A modified scheme has now been prepared
providing additional surface water sewers discharging into the
broock, and this is now awaiting ~pproval by the Ministry. At
Tibberton » site has been chosen for these works and detailed
plans are being prepared by the Council's Consulting Engineer.

(2) Public Health Inspections.

The followine routine inspections were carried out by the Publie
Health Inspectors during the year:i-

Housi fets X957,

Section epairs) 19
Section 16 (Unfit Premises) 51
Section 42 (Clerrance \reas) Hi
Section 76 \Overcrowding 3

T 73
Public Heglth acts 1936.
Wuisances Trom Premises 45
Nuisances from animals 4
Nuisances from Refuse Nili
Nuisances from Dust or ESfluvia 2
Nuisances from Workpnlaces E'_T%%

57

Drainage Problems (Sewase & Water)
Obstructions 28
Cesspools and Septic Tanks 40
Ditches 58
Drainage Tests 28
Inspection of Wells & Water 35
Sammles

189 189
Fnod & DruEa fAct 1955,
S1aughter House 164
Bakehouses i
Shops |
Cafes 5
Vans 1
Other Food Premises 1

T75 175

Caravan Sites & Cpntrol of Development fgt. 1960.

Residential Sites 100
Holiday Sites 46
Mixed Sites 22
Shacks, etc. 9

% TOTAL -%;%_

N.B. Rodent Cantrol & Factory Inspection
are not included (see p.p. 11 & 12)







PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT,1949,
REPORT FOR YEAR ENDED 3lst. DEC.

196]1.
- (k8] ' (2) 1a) . (&) 1 (5) ,
! Local Dwelling A1l other Tytal Agriculture
-[ Authority (HuuSEsi (including n%aéiliil ;
' {Including business 112 3)
, Council |premises)! !
| ! Houses) |
TIT Mumber of Propar :
| in Loecal Auth: | |
; District Notes 1&2. 22 3479 i 572 4042 790
|
(2) Number of Props: l
inspected as s
" result of:- | i
| a)Notificiatian NIL ‘! 36 b |
-' b )Survey under Act 14 | 2300 i 183 41 20 l
¢ )Otherwise (E.G.when : : 2497 113 .
; visited primarily | i
: for some cother | 1
HE purpose) § 2| 19 NIL 20 9 |
(3] Tgtal inspections : ! -
| carried out including i i
re-inspections 36 1 25856 ! 193 2815 455 E
| | |
(4) Number of Props: i | I
inspected in Sec.ll : I
. which were found to - i |
| be infested by - | !
' (a) Rats (Major) Nil ! Nil | 5 5 13
Minor) 2= 268 1 NIL 277 B7
(b) Mice [i-!ag‘ar] NIL. | ©NIL 2 2 NIL |
(Minor ) NIL | 40 NIL 40 NEL - |
{5) Number of infested !
props: treated by i : |
the L.A. 9 - 308 | " 324 a0 !
l(68) Total treatments i
carried out including | i
re-treatment 14 | 630 | 14 658 240
| i
(7) Number of notices F .
served under Sec: 4 |
of the Act - i
a) Treatment NIL NII, | NIL NIL NIL
b) Structural Waork NIL NIL j NIL NIL NIL
‘ |
(8) Number of cases in ; 1
which default action i ;
was taken following NIL NIL | NIL | NIL |  NIL
the issue of a notice i 5
under Sec.4 of the lct.
Number of "Block control scheme carried out - NIL
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SECTION D.

HOUSING.

(1) Housing Programme.

(a) Council Houses.

(i)No. of new dwelllings completed by the Council during 19561.
Three-bedroomed houses at Cutnall Green - 4,

(ii) Wo. of new dwellings under construction at 31/12/61.

Three bedroomed houses at Cutnall Green
Houses for Sale Scheme - Oabersley
Fiatlet Scheme = Ombersley

Houses and Bungalows, - Himbleton
Agricultural dwellings - Salwarpe

(b) Private Houses.
Wn. of private dwellings completed ﬂurin% 1861 -
0

No. of private dwellings under construct

(c) Improvement Grants - to 3lst. December, 1961.

(1)

Discretionary Grants.

EEﬁITEEiTEEEIFEEEIFEﬁ 38 (53)

foplications approved 38 (47)

No. of dwellings involved 41 \88)

Linplications withdrawn or 1 (s)
refused

Total amount of grant aided work
fimount 6f Grants approved
averaze Grant per dwelling

(ii)Standard Grants.

Ippilications received & spproved 2 (2)
Maximum grants payable
Amount of Grants paeid

TOTAL

B,
16,
1%.
lE-

Za

n at 31/12/61

£37,558

343

£290
195

N,B. Figures in brackets relate to the previous year.

(2) 8lum Clearance,

Steady progress has been made with slum clearance as will be

seen from the Table following.

cases.

various parts of the district

There still remain a number of
nroperties which have not been demolished hy the owners, although
demolition orders are operative.

A number of houses are also in occupation by elderly
people who a~e not anxious to move, but it is hoped that there
will be an onportunity to offer them Flatlet accomodation in

Farnhill Heath) when this becomes available.
The block of property at Causeway Meadows, Stoke Wyrks,

remains to be dealt with. Provision has veen made as part of a new
housing scheme at Wychbold to provide 20 - 30 Units of accomodation

for the irhabitants of this area.
Slum Cle-rance Pogition at 3lst. Dec. 1961.

Damolition
otices of Time & Up to 1967 1968 1959 1980

Place served 61 24
Demolition orders

served 40 21 28 20
Undertakings accepted

from owners 1z & 8 2
Deferred (awaiting

decision) = - - -
Demolished or

closed 10 2] 10 4
Clearance Areas

Reeves Row (Wychbold (demolished) ™ 7 -

&

&4
12

(e.g. Ombersley, Wychbold and

)
113
25

4

45

7

Tniﬂg Houses demolished 52

55

59
48,

The Surveyor has been given authority
to employ 2 demclition contractor and demolish in default in these






SECTION E.

Inspection & Supervision of Food.
Meat Inspection.

There is only one licenced slaughter house in the District.
Subject to minor alterations these premises have been recommended
for approval in the Report submitted to the Minister under the
Slaughter Houses fAct, 1958, The amount of meat inspected during
1951 is shown below -

Carcaeses Inspected and Condemned.

Cattle | Sheep .
including Calves |, and y Pigs
cows i L=mbs 1
)] - ]
Number killed (1T known) 118 i 21 ; 1077 268
Number inspected 1 1 A 1077 268
| ' i
#1ll diseases except | { |
&ubereuloaif. Whole | NIL 1 NIL NIL NIL
carcases condemned ! : |
' L]
‘Carcases of which I , :
jsome part or organ H i
was condemned 3 . NIL 4 | 10
!Percentage of the |
mumber inepected ! | "
ffected with 2,66 | NIL | 0.4% | 3.7
igease other than | f
[ uberculosis. i
Il i i
Tuberculosis only i !
Whole carcAses . ! i i
c ondemned i NIL NIL | -~ HIL i NIL' 4
| . ' ’
Carcases of which ! '
some part or organ i :
was condemned . NIL NIL | NIL NIL
Percentase of the ' ! ‘
number inspected : : I
affected with i |
Tuberculosis ! NIL NIL NIL NIL |
Cysticercosis i FIL | NIL | NIL | NIL
: | : i

Milk and Ice Cream Premises.

There are three Pasteurisation Plants in the District. These
are inspected by the County Council. Retailers licences are now
also issued by the Food & Druess iuthority (County Counecil) in
accordance wi the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations 1960.

Forty premises were registered for the sale of Ice-Cream
under Section 16 of the Food »nd Drugs fict, 1955. All premises
sell the pre-packed product only.

Other Food Premises.

Periodic inspection of shops, cafes and bakehouses have been
carried out as regularly as posaib%r.
4





















