[Report 1958] / Medical Officer of Health, Droitwich Borough.

Contributors

Droitwich (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1958

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/j2pq72nf

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













Town Hall,
Augus t, 1959.

To: The Mayor, Aldermen and Members of
the Droitwlich Borough Council.

Your Worship, Ladles & Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report on the Health
of the Borough for the year ended 3lst December, 1958.

Consideration of the Vital Statistics shown under Sectlons
A & F, leads to the followlng comments. It les encouraging to
observe that the Reglstrar General's Estimate of Population now
exceeds 7,000, With a revival of interest 1n the Birmingham Over-
8plll problem it is a debatable point whether it 1s better for
the population to increase slowly at lts natural rate or for there
to be a sudden influx to 25-30,000,. From the viewpoint of Local
Government administration there is no doubt however that the emall
Boroughs are uneconomical to run. The alternative to Overspill
would ear to be an analgamation of County Districts, if the
Guuntyaggunnil are to iaplement the provisions of the Local
Government Act 1958. Tie outcome of negetlations with the City
of Birmingham are therefore awalted with great interest.

Remarkably few deachs were reglstered during 1958, in fact
approximately half the number for the previous year, but one can
see that the average fo» the two years 1s similar to that far
England and Wales. The reason would appear to be that the bad
weather may cause morc deaths elther before or after 3lat December.
All other statistice arc comparable with National figures.

With the exception of Measles there were remarkably few cases
of Infectlous Discase notified. There were no cases of Diphtheria
or Whooping Cough, and no cases of Poliomyelitis. This does seem
to lndlcate how successful the Immunisation and Vacoclnation campalgns
are., OCertalnly I seem %o have spent very much more of my time on
this work than previousliy ard it would appear to be paying dividends.
Perhaps it will scon be possible to provide adoquate protection
agalnst Measles; meoanwiile the General Practlitloners exerclse
constant vigllence and by the appropriate use of antiblotics are
able to reduce complications to a minimum, Deaths arc rare, but
this does not mean that efforts should not be made to avold spread
tgiprﬂ-achnul children, as the dlsease can be fatal in young
chlldren.

There was a steady improvement in conditions at the Bea
Bathing Lido during the 1958 season, both with respect %o the
clarity of the water and the standard of hygiene. The Borough
Surveyor must be congratulated on hils efforts, particularly as
it would appear that the lmprovement 1s being maintained. I would
also like to thank him most sincerely for his co-operation in all
matters during the ycar.

Finally, I wish to oxpress my appreclation of the kind
consideration shown to m2 by all members of the Council.

I am, Mr.Mayor,
Your obedient servant,
L.BPENCER STEPHENS,
Medlcal Officer of Health
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