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TOWN HALL,
DROITWICH.

AUGUST 1957.

To: The Mayor, Aldermen and llembers of the
Droitwich Borough Counecil,

Your Worship, Ladies & Gentlemen,

I have great pleasure in presenting my Annual Report 3
on the Health of the Borough for the year ended 31lst December 1956,

The Vital 8tatistica for the Borough are set out on
Pageas 3 and 4, Thoy comparc favourably with the statistics for
En%lanﬂ and Wales, but 1t 1s interesting to note that the Birth
Rate has riaen = ly to over 20 per thousand population, This
may to some cxtent be accounted for by o slight reduction of 200
by tho Rogilstrar General in the Hid-Yoor Estinmabe of Population. I
find it difficult to bolicve that there are fower permansnt residents
in Droltwlch, as the town gontre always socms to be a hive of
actlvity, but the ccnsus ls alweays taken 1n Harch when the Hotols
arc not fully accommodnted, A fow of tle births may be amongst
tomporary residents but I would prefer to conslder thls ingronse
ag an indication of a heclthy flourlshing local population.

Thoro wore very few cosges of Infectlous Discose notifled
durding the year. A cold spcll in March woo recponsibic for 8 cases
of Lobar Pneoumonla, but there werc only 4 cases of llonsles compared
with 151 the previcus yecr ond very littlc Wheonlng Cough, Of the
four casos of Food Polsoring notiflicd one was in o member of the
eatording staff of a hotel, who had %o he sucponded from emmloyment
for elght weecks to prevert spread of infecetion, Yhis shows how
important 1t 1s that sucl. cascs should be brought to the notlece of .
tho Health Departmeont immecdiatcly. A Food Hygienc campalgn was
gtarted in May, further cetalls of which are avallable in Sectlon E,

Orly two casgos of Follomyclitlis cecourred within the
Borough during the year ond these were both in adults, It 1s
regrottable that the Gencral Public has developed a "panlcky"
attitudo towards the dlscase, ond coses are given so much
publlicity., As can be scen from P,4, oceldents are o nuch more
gre:plant causc of death. yot mony people src not consclous of tho
aCla

The Minlstry of Health announced that they hed limlted
supplios of Poliomyclltis Vaccline avallable for thoe protecection of
children between the ages of 2 = § yeoars in liarch 1955, but very
fow cases were vacclnated before the campalgn was suspended for the
summer scascn. Thle year supplleos have boen insufficiont to neet
tho demands ond everythinz pointa towards a Brl%ish Vaceine which
ia safe, produces fow reactlions;, ond glves adeguatc protection
agalnat Infantlle Paralyvels,

.. There werc fewer Notifleations of Pulmonary Tubcrculosls
{8cct F,) during 1956 thaa in the previous year, but there 1s no
room for complacecncy os the number of cgses on The Reglster romalns
much the same, The Dudley Miniaturo lMogs Radlography Unit vislted
the town in July ond 4id some good work, The Unit flrst vlslted
Droitwich Sccondary lMedern Schoeol for the cxanlnatlion of school |
loavers, then aftor dealling with the larger factorlea in tho town,
was gbtationed on Covererolft for the beneflt of the Goneral Publie,

For sgme time now I have felt that too 1ittle cmphosls
hag been placed on persualing patientg with Puimonary Tubereulosls |
to ptop emoking, I fecl that this bad hobit is Just as much a 7
contributory cause of death in this dlscose nag 1t 1z in Lung Cancer.
Statlstlce have now shown conclusively that cancer of the lung 1s,
elght times more provolent in heavy smckers than non-smokers and |
that the fatollty rate is halved if such individuals stop smoklng.
Certalnly all our offorts must Do directed towards persunding

= continued -
























































































































