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Tovn Hall,
Droitwich.

fugust 18335.

To : The Mayer, Aldermen and Members of the Droitwich
Borough Council.

Your Worehip, Ladiss and Gentlemen,

I have great pleasure in presenting the Anmual Report on the

hoalth of the Boroupgh for the Year ended 5let December 1554. T commenced
my dutiee on lat February 1955 and the substance of this Report has been
completed from information presented to me by your Surveyor and Senitary
Inspector. The report is divided into the usual Sections, and I only
wish to make coument here on the Vitel Statistics presented, other
remarks being made under the appropriate headinga.

During the year the generel health of' the population
remained good. The Liwe Birth and Death Rates hawe been standardised
in order that mccurate comparison can be made with the rates for England
and Wales. It will be seen that the Birth Rate (17.02) is much higher
than that for England and Wales (15.2), whereas the Death Rate {10.8)
is slightly lower (England and Wales 11.3). This is encouraging as at
first sight the Death Rate looks rather high, whereas the most probable
axplanation is that & numbar of elderly pecple take up permanent
residence in order to banefit from the health-piving properties of the
Brine, and continue t¢ live to an advanced age. This is supported by
tha comparatively larger number of deaths recorded under Cardiac
diseases and wascular lesions in the Table of Primary Causes of Death
on page 3. The Hheumatoid diatheses are seldem recorded as the main
cause of death but usually regarded as a contributery facter and do not
taks their place among the 36 Main ceauses of death shown on the Inter=-
national List. Tha two Hheumatic Hospitals in the town are not
considered to be the normal places of residence of their inmates, and
deaths cocurring there are transferred to the District where that person
normally resides. Hewertheless, Rheumatism must not be under-rated as
& coause of death or in the crippling effect it has upon its victims.

The Infant lfortality rate (42.02 per 1000 live births)
is higher then it ahould be, but as thers were only five infant deathe
during the yesr, this gives no csuse Tor concern. Two deaths were dus
to Pramaturity, one to birth injury, one to Jaundice and cne to Srencho--
preumonia.

There were only eight cases of Pulmonery Tubsreculoais
and two deaths during the Year, but the number of cases on the Registar
ecntlmues to incresse, and there is no cause for complacency in the
diagnosls and treatment of this disease. Yeasles, which comes in two
year cycles, aveided Dreitwich during 1954, there being only two ceses,
tut a snall cutbreak of Wheoping Cough occurred towards the ond of the
year, and was reaponsible ror twenty-eight ceses. Once again there vas
ne Diphtherie in the town, and it is hoped that this record will be
maintained by parents continuing to present their children for
Immmnisation.

iy thanks are dve to Dr. Fell for her kind sssistance

during the early stages of my appointment, and to all the ars of the
Council for the warm welcome showm to me &z & new member of your Authority.
I am, ¥r. Mayor,

Your obedient Servant,

L. Spencer Stephens,
i'.,_.p‘--—-.h_hii.'i.g:.!ul Officer of Health.































































































































