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Health Department,
Brook House,
Dover,

To: The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of Dover
acting as the Port Health Authority of the Port of Dover,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour %o present the Annual Report of the
Dover Port Health Authority for the year ended 3515t December,
1955.

The Report is presented in accordance with the Ministry of
Health instructions and takes the same form as that for the year

1352,

The health and sanitary condltionse of wvessels entering the
Port and the supervision of imported foodetuffs continued to
receive close attention throughout the year. There wae an
increase in the amount of shipping from foreign ports compared
with the year before., There was alep an ingreacse in the amount
of foodstuffe imported, of whieh only a small proportion was
found unfit for human oconsumption.

With regard to the hygiene of vessels, although more sani-
tary defects were recorded in respect of British vessels than in
1952, the general sanitary conditions of both British and foreign
ships have shown a steady improvement in recent years.

Passenger tralfic, ooth British and Alien, ehowed a
further increase, the number of pacsengers landing belng well
over half a million,

Infectious diseases d salt vith were confined to the
"epidemie" discases, none of the "guarantine" diseases having
poeurred in ships entering the Port during the year.

I am indebted to the Chief O@fficers of H. #. Oustoms and
Immigration Departmenis, the Eellway Executive, and to their
respective staffs for their unfailing co-operation and assistance
in the work of the Fort Health Authority during the year.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. layor, Ladles and Gentlemen,
Your obedienty Servant,
2 o
£
|

‘Medical Officer of Health.

March, 1954,
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SECTION IV = INLAND BARGE TRANPIC

RIL

SECTION V. - WATER SUPPLY

In addition to Dover Corporation meing and the East Kent Dis-
tict Water Company's maice supplying the Admiralty Pier and the
Bagtern Dock Yard, there 1z an alternative supsly Tor Cross-Channel
Shipping provided by deep bore, which is a British Railways under-
taking,

Resulta of bacterislogierml examination of thie supply and of the
maine supplies during the year were satisfactory.
SECTION VI - PUBLIC HEALTH (SHIPS) REGULATIONS,
252,
NO CHANGE = with the following exception:-

Para (L):- iooring Stations (Regulations 22-30)

In prder to expedite the work of both the Customs Preventive and
the Port Healih Authorities and {9 ensure a minimum interference
with shipping, and fallowing diseussion regarding lizisan arrange-—
mente between the two Depar tments carcerneﬂ, the following Standin
BDirection giving exemption in certain ocases from the reguirements of

Arfiele 2L, of the Regulationg was adopted on the 13th July, 1953:-

"Ships from infected areas reporting otherwise 411 Clear, both
during the voyage and on arrival, may proceed to thelr ordinary plaoe
of moosring, discharge or loading and be granted Pratique in modified
Form, the Port Hediecal Officer belng informed as soon as possible, ™

SECTION VII - SMALLPOX

1a Kame of Tsolation Hospital to which smallpox cases are sent from
the district-

The Hiver Hospitals,
(Long Reach),
Dartford,
Kent,

2. Arrapngements for transport of such cases {0 that hospital by

L
- S - - e -

ambulance, giving the name 5T the authority responsible ror

i e e —— - - e e

the ambuiance and the vacoinal state of the ambulznce orews:

e L

Ambulanece of Canterbur; City Council available on request.
Special ambulance crews provided by the same Authority.

e lame(s) of smallpox consultant(s) aveilable:

Br. R, Pletecher,
Mayoole Gotftnge,
Hawkinge,
Kent,

e Faoillities for laboratary diagnosis for smallpox:

Central Fublic Health Imboratory,
Colindale Avenue,
Colindale,
Londeon, N.W.9,



SECTION WVIII = VENEREAL DISEASE

Informgtion as to the lﬁegtiun daye and houre of the gvailab
facilities for the diagnosis “and tregiment Df venereal diseasge
among merahant Eeamen anﬁer 1ntﬂrnat19nal arrangaments includin*
inpatiant trpatment ard thc “Bte epe ftaken to make these facilities
known ta_qqamer.

Special Clinie, Hoyal Vietoria Hospital, Dover.

- Mondays and Thursdaye at 6 - 7 p.m.

Distributisn of Leaflets per Shipping Agents, Boarding Off'icers and
Sanitary Inspectors:

Number of new patients attending from the high seas during the year:
= 16

SECTION IX

CASES (FIOTIFIASLE AWD INFECTIOUS DISEASES ON SHIPS

(for TASLE D see page5)
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Pgge 6
BECTION X - OBSERVATIONS Ol THE OCCURRENCE OF

MALARIA Tif SEIP

Apart from one case in a crew member reported recovered before
arrival, ns casges of malaria were reported im ships entering the
port during the year.

SECTION XI =~ JiZASURES TAKEN AGAINST SEIPS TNFECTED
;_gbm QR SUSPECTED POR PLAGUE

NOo measures were negessary durlng 1953,

In the event of {finding plague-infTected rats, vessels would be
boomed off and fumipation of all compartments carried out.with H.C.H.

SECTION XIT - MEASUALS AGATNST RODENTS T SHIPS FROM

i I Frocedure for inspection of ships for rats:

e e -

Trade of port oonsists chiefly of ersss=channel tra*‘lc, vessels
of which are subjected 17 half=yearly routine irnspections in eon-
nection with the issue of the necessary certi ficates under Regulation
19 of the Public Health (Ships) Regulations, 1352.

Additisnelly, any evidenee of the presence of rodents on board
oeourring in the interval would be immediately reported by the
Britieh Railway Authorities,

Other vessels entzring the port are subjected to routine
inspection by the Port Hezlth Inspectars,

Port of Dover approved and designated for the ifsesue af both
Deratting and Deratting Exemotion Certifigates under Regulation 19
pf the Public Health {Eth:j Begulations, 1952,

2. &;rangeman_i_ipr the bacterislogical or pttuﬁlﬂgical
examination of rodents, with cpecial reference %o rodent
plague, including the numuur of rodents sent for examipation,
during the year:

Although no aection was necessary durlnpng 1953, any rats found 2n
ships would be aent for necessary examination to the Publlc Hezalth
Laboratory at Haidstone,

3 Arrangements in the district for deratting ships, the methods
used, and, 1if aone by & gomw Lfflal contractor, the name of the
qutfaftﬂf.

Deratting carried outby coantractors, viz, Fumigation Services
Ltd., Barking, Essex, using Hydrogen Cyanide gas under direction
pf Port Eealth Inepectoras.



Page

i, Progress in the rat—proofing of ships:

Ko active measures reguected during 1953, With regard to
the cross-channel vessels, rat proofing of store-roome effectiively
malntalined, Any deficiencies Tound in these or ather wvwessels

would be brought to the attentipn orf masters and owners,

T AT I
FORTS
P el ey

TasLE B
RUDENTE DESTROYED DURING THE YEAR IXN SHIFS FROM FOREIGH
CRGEEIEY § amber :
Black rats -
Brown rats -
Speclies not known -
Eent for examination -
Infected with Flague -

TanLE B = see pver
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SEOTION XIV - PUSLIC HEALTH (SEELL-FISH) REGULATIONS, 1934
and 1943

’O  OHA?

t'."

 BECTION %H = _MEDICAL TNSEOUTION OF ALTHTS.

—

1. List of Medical Inspectors holding Warrants of Appointment:
0 CHANGE

2., List of other staff engapged on this work:

Murse K. A. Vialker Aliens Nurse
liurse J, i, Clarke Rel4ef Huree
Murse N, G, Hees Eelief HNurae
Wigs B. Joy Ralief Hursge

And one additiopal ftelief Murse whose
gervieces are required ocoasionally.

Zh Orpanisation af worl:

TN "LT A T
) CHANGE

Representation was, however, made to the Ministry of Health
by the Port Health Authority towards the end of the year with ma
view to exploring the possibility of reorganisation of the work
especially in connectisn with the categories of aliene at present
reguired to be medically examined. During.the summer months the
need £9r some such revision became inereasingly evident due mainly
ts unwieldy concentration of numbers referred for medical examina-
tion, or stherwise found %2 reguire it, and to eome extent also by
the diversion of certain scrvices, as well as the additisn of
sthers, to the Eastern Dockyard, although the actual number of
aliense held for examination there was small.

The matter wae etill under econsilderation by the Ministry at
the end of the year.

L. Wature snd Amount of Aliens Traffig:

HMunber of Aliens arriving at the Fort:

YEAR T — 195L: 195621 19553

Total Alicne;- 166,065 169,859 183,688

Aliens deanlt with by the Hedigal Inspegtor:-

Year: Total Hedically Percentage of Total
Aligne: L¥amined: Medically Examined:

1951 166,065 5,491 33

19652 169,859 i B 329

1953 183, 688 L 3. 13



4. Hature and Amount of Aliens Traffic: (eontinued)

Catepgories in which Aliens were examined:-

1., Holding liinistry of Labour Permits .. e sie -= 5339,
2. Intending i make thelr home in the United Hingdom 200
= Visitors .. .. i e it a4 - o G 130
£ Business Visltors s e s S o i e 1
=5 Returning Mesidents .. ke il S s i e 12
£ Aliens in Transit <iie Eoe i e i s e 2

- o L]

ofs 2
L L
mi

The esrtificates issued t5> the Immigration O
L5, Tfive of the aliens concerned veing refused pe

er nunbered

rmiggion to land.

The rate of certificates issued in respect of aliens examined
wag 0, 794% compared with O, 530€ for the year 1952.

S Aecpmmodation for medical inspection and examination:

1O CHANGE

38 1 4ND 2 TPOLLOW SECTION XVI)

e
I3
tx
L—i

SED

H

TON XWI = KISCELLANBECOUS

NC CHANGE
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TABLZ 1

HATIONALITIES EXAMIVED AND CQERTIFTICA

THS
o ad b

Males:

Nationality:

ELithuaninn, Latvian ana

Fe-—

males:

31

__IS5UED
Chil=- Total: Mo, of
dren s Certifi-

cates:

= L7 =

= 38 =
10 2227 11

9 324 I

- L5 o

2 214 1

- 86 1
63 1500 19

2 58 1

23 100 =

o 13 —

- 6l e

= 1 -

— 1 =

- 29 1

3 26 1

- '}" s

—_— 2 _

L3 2

Egtonian _ .. e i -
mltie¢ Poles and Finns .. o 5
States .. . o .

: U. 2. 8.R: o i i -
Norwegians, Swedes & Danes g
German, . s o . 151
Austrian ik s < 57

ddle Bwiass .. AT e o 2
ad French L5
stern 5 T i i
ropean Belgian - . . 32
ates
3 Italian ot 2 o 316
Spaniph and Paortugucse 3
Czechs and Jugo-3lave 6
Luxembourg & Liechtenstein -
D‘Jtch - oa " W - - - -11
E"Llﬂgfll' iﬂ"-l— & ® Y Y -
Sesrn Kumanian and Bulgsrian -
ropean &
ates Greeks 2 i e 9
(Egy;t; Palestine: Irag;
{ I:..aﬂ LI ] Y LI & = ‘11I-
Eﬂ‘r?tj .—Iﬂm'-rﬂ - w . » * & - & =
ria ; ;
bva  Turkish; Armenian e 5
o =
nd Syrian; Libyan .. e -
18t
_-‘: tlﬂ {:hinﬁﬁﬂ & 8 & Ty e
ALes
:Tﬁpan'&se - . - = - W =
Slamese o P i -
rth & Central and South America -
uth s
ﬁricaE qu.l\J‘-.ll"'la Y i . w -1
Stateless .. i iy T
Totals e g - 715

4910

117

57h2 45
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FPollowing examination of a conslgnuent of lemons, a percentage
of mhich was found fto be unfit, the consignment was allowed fo
proceed on the understanding that garbling would be effected at the

place of destinatiosn under the superviaion of the Health Authority

to whom advice regarding the epnsigneent was forwarded. 4 report
wae subeequently received to the effect that 5 tons 2 gwts 2 gtrs
(approximately 25% of the consigoment) were condemned as unfit for
human consunption,

Mo other action Was pnecesgary during the year in respect ol
foodataff unfit for human cansumphion.

2. Aetisn taken under adrticlead] and 12 of the Publie Health
(Imported Food) Regulations, 1937:-

No action was nesessary during the year,
T Fumber of samples of Tood exsnined byi=

Eag Bacterislooist MNIL
b} Analyst 8

(1) Oanned Truffles .. .. Cooked truffles black; head space in
can ower Tifty per cent, Severe
sulohide staining 2f internal surface
of ecan and one breakdown poind of
tinned surface. Tin contentz neglig-
ible and no evidence of bacterial
decomposition,

(2) Choeolate For S e Free from metallic contaminatiosn andg
rancidity.

(3) Canned Truffles .. .. Relatively large head space, Some
gulplt:ide gtaining on Interior lining
of ¢an. Tin coatent 30 parts per
miltidan. Free from preservative and
ather contaminatiosh,

(4) Canned Truffles .. .. Large head space. No staining of the
tie 1iming. Tin content negliglble.
Free from preservative and other
contanination.

{5) Drained Cherries .. .. Iree from preservative and metallie
contamination.

(6) Crystallised Fruits .. Frece from preservative and metallic
contaminatioan.

(7) Cenned Asparagus .. .. Oply minute Ltraces of tin: 1o owher
metallie conbtaminasion and fres from
sreservatives,. (Can laterior commenc-—
ing to eteh: will hawe limited shelfl
life,

(B) Canned Truffles .. .. Tin consideraoly etched and tin con-
tent 290 parts per million; unfit Ifor
bumnan consumptiosn, Possibly an
abnormal earn.

REMASRKS

With regard to the Tour samples of Conned Trulfles and the one
gample of Cannsd Asparagus, copies of the Public Analysts' reports
were forwarded to the Health aguthority at the place 51 destination
of the econsignments, Xeferring varticularly to Sample No., 8, inflor-
mation wac recelived that the truffles were to be used for flavouring
purpeses oanly and that no farther action was proposed,
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