[Report 1939-1944] / Medical Officer of Health, Dorset County Council.

Contributors

Dorset (England). County Council.

Publication/Creation
1944

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/c9v8b6jq

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

DORSET COUNTY COUNCIL.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

T. W. STALLYBRASS, M.D., D.P.H.

FOR THE YEAR 1939.

PREFACE.

Owing to conditions arising out of the war this report is confined to those matters which have
i.njrnlved changes and additions to the health services of the County. Its publication has necessarily
been delayed. -






PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER'S OF THE AUTHORITY.

Name.

County Medical Officer of Health.
STALLYBRASS, THEODORE WILLIAM

Deputy County Medical Officer of Health.
Trompson, Jous W. P

County Pathologisis.
CooPER, THOMAS VALENTINE
ARCHIBALD, SIR ROBERT GEORGE, C.M.G., D.5.0. Lappumted 4.12. 39}

Clinical Tuberculosis Officer.
CLARK, ARNOLD

Assistant County Medical Officers.

Braker, PErcy S. (appointed 13.11.39)

CorLrmns, LEsLIE A. (appointed 8.8.39)

Dear, James Duxcan (also M.O.H. Portland U. 3'.‘:' )

Evans, LEONORA :

McHuGH, Jous F. [appmntcd ﬁ 11. 35}]

Morcan, Davip Frawk (resigned 6.5.39) i

O'KEErFFE, EpMunp J. (also M.O.H. Wareham Bomugh Swa.na,ge
Urban and Wareham and Purbeck Rural Districts) {d.ppomtﬂ‘r]
1.1.39)

Pavton, CARRICK Gnnmu [alsr.'r M D H. ?ha.lteahury Bﬂmugh
Shaftesbury and Sturminster Rural Districts) (resigned 31.10.39)

SmiTH, GrauaM Upary (retired 20.1.39) i

WaLmsLEY, GEORGE H. C. (appointed 22.5.39) ...

WaLTERS, ENID MARGARET (retired 30.6.39)

Orthopaedic Surgeon.
ForreEsTER-BrRowN, MAauD FRANCES

Medical Officer, Beckford Ovthopaedic Hospital,
GranaM-CAMPBELL, RonaLn WaLTER

County Nursing Superintendent.
MacrkinTosH, Miss B. R.

Orthopaedic Sister.
" Paton, Miss E. H. (resigned 5.12.39) ...
Biss, Miss P. K. (appointed 1.12.39)

| Tuberculosis Visitor and Rndmgmp?wr
BisHor, Miss A. F. =

| Health Visilors,
Epwarps, Miss A,
ErvLiort, Miss K.
Hopce, Miss M. O'Bryen
JorGENsSEN, Miss P. K.
' Keonang, Miss M.
| Morris, Miss M. ...
[ Reap, Miss L. M.
I ScorT, Miss J. A. ...
TruscorT, Miss M. S. K.
WaireLey, Miss E.

Matrons of County Sanaloria.

BurtLer, Miss A. E. (Beckford Orthopaedic Hospital).
Hog, Miss D. B. . (Dorset County Home).

I Staff.
MarTHEWS, MR. C. E. (Chief Clerk).

Qualifications.
M.D., D.P.H., Barrister-at-Law.
M.A, M.B.,, D.P.H.

M.B., B.S.
M.D.

M.D. MR.C.P.

MRCS, MRCP, DPH.

M.A., M.B., BS.,, D.P.H., D.P.M,
M.B., Cu.B., D.FP.H.

M.E.CS., LR.CP., D.PH.

M.B., B.Cu., D.P.H.

M.B., Cu.B., D.P.H.

M.R.C.5., L.R.C.P., D.P.H.
M.D.,Cu.B., D.P.H.

M.B., D.P.H, D.T.M.
M.B., Cu.B., D.P.H.

M.B, BS.

M.5., M.D.
F.R.C.5.
M.E.3an.1., S.E.N., 5.C.M.

C.S.M.M.G.
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S.R.N., S.CM.
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES.

Appointment of Deputy County Medical Officer. There has been during recent years a continual increase
in the duties imposed on the medical departments of County Councils. In addition; the work in connection with
services previously established tends to increase continually as a result of more use being made of them. From
September, 1938, onwards the volume of A.R.F. work grew steadily, and the necessity for the appointment of a
Deputy County Medical Officer was recognised by the County Council in April, 1939, when Dr. J. W. P
Thompson was selected to fill this appointment.

L

Laboratory Facilities. The volume of work undertaken by the County Laboratory, which commenced
to accept specimens for examination on October 28th, 1938, more than fulfilled expectations, and the original
staff of two qualified laboratory assistants had to be increased to three early in 1939. The outbreak of the war
greatly increased the responsibilities of the Laboratory, as owing to the influx of population, military and
civilian, the work submitted by various authorities showed a considerable increase. Before the end of the year
the untrained staff had to be increased to four, two additional appointments being made in November, 1939,
The total number of tests conducted in the Laboratory during the year was 20,580, of which 4,809 were on
samples of milk submitted by the sampling officers of the Milk and Dairies Acts Committee, and 2,446 were on
samples of water and milk submitted by local authorities. The blood of 1,646 blood donors was tested on behalf
of the Army Blood Tranfusion Service.

Some months before the outbreak of war a reserve store of items of expendable laboratory equipment
was accumulated and many of the goods then purchased have since become unobtainable.

During the year an agreement was entered into with the Dorset County Hospital whereby the County
Laboratory undertook the pathological work of the hospital for an agreed annual sum. Arrangements of this
nature were foreseen in the scheme adopted by the Public Health Committee when the Laboratory was estab-
lished and should prove very satisfactory.

A very practical arrangement was made with the Poole Corporation during the latter part of the year
The small Public Health Laboratory, established in Poole for many years past, was taken over as a branch of
the County Laboratory which acts as the parent establishment. The County Council was fortunate in subsequently
obtaining the services of Major Sir Robert G. Archibald in a part-time capacity as Pathologist to this
Laboratory. Sir Robert had previously been Director of the Wellcome Tropical Research Laboratories at
Khartoum and his extensive knowledge of tropical diseases has since been of inestimable value in dealing with
some of the difficult cases admitted to hospital after service overseas,

Following the establishment throughout the country on the outbreak of war of the Emergency Public
Health Laboratory Service, the two laboratories at Dorchester and Poole became what is known as ** Associated
Laboratories " and in return for a small subsidy from the Medical Research Council and any assistance that
might be required provide a free Public Health Service for all personnel of the Armed Forces.

All Authorities, Hospitals, and medical practitioners are believed to have found the service that the
Laboratory offers of great value, and credit is due to Dr. T. V. Cooper and his staff for a very gratifying success.

A summary of the 20,580 tests conducted in the Dorchester Laboratory during the year is shown in the
following table :—

Bacterio-  Bioch-  Pathol- Biolo- “V.D. Total
logical emical ogical gical
Medical Practitioners ... .o 3624 299 192 73 674 4862
Institutions and Treatment CElltl'Eﬁ- 1o e| 3667 572 436 128 1712 6515
Local Authorities (Milk and Water) .| 2367 77 - 2 —_ 2448
Official Milk Samplers (Milk and DB.II'IEE .ﬁcl:a -
Committee) e | 4642 —_ — 167 — 4809
Ministry of Agriculture am:l thenes — —_ — 94 — 94
(47 dual)|
Police B4 77 12 — _— 173
Others ; 8 27 == e — 35
Blood Groups —_ — — — | <1646
Torar ... 14392 | 1052 640 464 2386 | 20580
5
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Hospital Accommodation for Infectious Disease. The amended County Scheme for Tsolation Hospital
accommodation was described in my last report. This received the approval of the Minister of Health on Ist

_ : dngg‘e:r of diphtheria can be seen from the fact that out of thirty-three cases which occurred in an outhreak
virulent diphtheria there were two adult deaths, and four deaths in children under five years of age. The
ice has since been made available generally at all Child Welfare Centres and in the case of children over five
pears of age by the Sanitary Authorities.

Apart from this there was nothing in any way noteworthy in regard to the incidence of infectious disease
ughout the year. The details are shown in Table IIL.

Maternity and Child Welfare. The maternity and child welfare service of the County stood up well to the
jonditions met ‘with on the outbreak of war. Only in the case of Maternity Beds were extensions found to be
mmediately essential. These were provided by the fortunate completion of the new wing at the Yeatman
Hespital at Sherborne, by the allocation of the entire private wing of the Westminster Memorial Hospital at
aftesbury, and by the opening of two emergency maternity homes at Little Hanford, Childe Okeford, and

ay, Dorchester. The thanks of the Council were conveyed to the owners for their penerous assistance.

I Venereal Disease. The new Clinic at Weymouth was opened for the treatment of patients on 1st June,
889. Dr. |J. D. Dear is the Medical Officer of the Clinic, and it is confidently expected that the improved
@eilities which are now available will result in the carlier ascertainment and successful treatment of cases which
night otherwise not have been treated. The sessions of the Dorchester Clinic, held at the Dorset County
ﬂpital, have as a result been reduced from two to one per week. Owing to the outbreak of war no steps were
to put in hand the building of the proposed new Clinic at the Cornelia Hospital, Poole.
The number of new cases treated during the year is practically the same as in 1938, but there has been
in the number of new cases of gonorrhoea and a rise in the number of cases 'of syphilis.

Tuberculosis. There have been no changes in this scheme.

Under the Military Training Act of 1939, recruits may be sent by the Medical Board to be examined by
Tuberculosis Officer, who reports his findings to the Chairman of the Board. Much use has been made of
Br, Clark’s services in this respect.
b
i EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE.

Under this Scheme the Ministry of Health accepted responsibility for the treatment in hospital for two
l:la.sses af patient nnmel:.r the -unlinnry sick and ca,sualticg ﬂf all the Serv iceq and air-raid caqua]ties'amnng

g to their pnssﬂ:]e ﬂ.bl]lt‘_l.-' to deal with 51.1.::]1 pntwnts In Gndt' Ia were phce:‘l the lhrec \oluiltary
itals at Dorchester, Poole, and Weymouth, and in addition the Weymounth Public Assistance Institution
‘a up-gl‘aded to this status by means of adaptations and additional equipment. HRenamed * Portwey
f'r: pital,” the latter became the chief rc::eptmn hospital for the largest numbers of these patients, and in
iarticular for Service Sick. The finall cottage hospitals throughout the County were put in Grade Is and Public
ssistance Institutions into Grade II. These lower grades would in the main only be used for casualties in

A large quantity of medical stores was provided by the Ministry for the use of the hospitals and was
sceived by the Medical Department for distribution. Small issues were made immediately to the hospitals and the
ance retained as a reserve in a store fitted up for the purpose at the County Clinic in Dorchester.

Lastly, a Casualty Bureau was established in the Department for the purpose not only of collecting daily
sdstates from all the hospitals, summarising them, and forwarding such summaries to the Hospital Officer,
ut also for the purpose of recording the admission and discharge from hospital of every patient for whom the
pvernment accepted responsibility as coming within any of the different categories dealt with in the scheme.

&



A.R.P. CASUALTY SERVICES.

The County Council is the scheme-making Authority for air-raid precautions for the whole area of .'=
County except the Borough of Poole, and preparations were well advanced when war was declared. There v
established in the County area 10 fixed First Aid Posts, 45 First Aid Parties, and 113 First Aid Pumta, [
addition, there was an authorised establishment of 67 emergency ambulances, of which a proportion w
vehicles specially converted into ambulances and always available for instant use, the remainder being ti
men's vans which could be rapidly converted into ambulances if required. With the exception of We].rm
where a very small proportion of whole-time A R.P. workers were employed, all these services were staffed )
unpaid volunteers.

A large quantity of medical equipment for distribution to the different First Aid Units was issued by th
Ministries of Health and Home Security. My thanks are due to the many hundreds of volunteers who helped &
put these services on a war footing,

CIVIL NURSING RESERVE.

Provision was made in the Civil Defence Act for the recruitment and training of women on a voluntan
basis to supplement the body of professional nurses already employed in hospitals and also to staff First
Posts and pt;55ih'l}r assist District Nurses in the event of evacuation, To meet these requirements a :
Nursing Reserve " was constituted for service in time of war, and a Central Emergency Committee for Nursin
was appointed for its administration, I

Local Emergency Organisations were then created in each County and County Borough, with respons
bility for the local organisation devolving on the Medical Officer of Health. In Dorset a Local Advi
Committee was appointed, with members from all interested bodies and professional organisations, and meet]
were held on 28th April, 1939, and subsequently.

The main duties of the local emergency arganisation were (—
1. To interview and form a local Register of women considered suitable for nursing duties in _

- :
following categories :—

(a) Trained Nurses—those who were fully trained but not then engaged in nursing.

&
(b} Assiztant Nurses—those who had done as much as 2 years’ training in hospital but
not regarded as fully trained.

(c) Nursimg Auxiliaries—those who had had little or no professional nursing expes :.+,-.F

2. To provide supplementary training for the Trained and Assistant Nurses, if required,
provide a definite course of training for the Nursing Auxiliaries.

3. To allocate all such members to specific appointments as vacancies arose and to issue to them
uniform provided.

The amount of work involved was very considerable but steady progress fad been made up to the ou i
of war, and at the end of the year 102 Trained Nurses, 41 Assistant Nurses, and 262 Nursing Auxiliaries had bee
registered, trained and allocated for service in the County as required. The training of Nursing Auxiliarie
to a great extent undertaken in the first instance by the British Red Cross Society, to the local represent:
of which T am much indebted. In particular, I received great assistance from Lieut.-Colonel R. F. Woodwar
County Director of the British Red Cross Society. .

EVACUATION.

Immediately prior to the outbreak of war the evacuation of women and children from London and
large cities commenced. Large parties of these arrived daily on station platforms in Dorset and were ¢
transferred to billets throughout the County mainly by the help of volunteers. Under such circum
medical inspectinn on arrival could only be of a rudimentary pature. In the billets difficulties, mainly of
nature, arose in connection with individual problems of behaviour, and the incidence of lousiness md
wag found to be aisturbingly high amuﬂgﬁt many of the evacuees.

)
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Contrary to expectations no dangerous medical problems arose. It had been thought that children from the
ins, themselves immune but carriers of the germs of disease, might cause outbreaks of infectious illness amongst
il country children who would not be immune, Nothing of this sort occurred.

Upon the arrival of the evacuees in the County the principle was immediately adopted of putting all the
ith services at their disposal in the same way that they were available to ordinary local residents. In a
tlar dated 2nd October, 1939, the Minister of Health subsequently confirmed this procedure.

In the expectation that large numbers of expectant mothers would be evacuated to the County special
angements were made to increase the number of available maternity beds. Among these arrangements was
{establishment of emergency maternity homes at Little Hanford, Childe Okeford, and at Driftway, Dorchester.
addition, arrangements were made for the joint use by the Weymouth Corporation and the County Council
the emergency maternity home at 13, Greenhill, Weymouth, for Weymouth, Portland and other cases, if
iessary.

By Christmas, 1939, most of the adults and many of the children had returned to their homes.

T T T
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DORSET COUNTY COUNCIL.

SUMMARY REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

T. W. STALLYBRASS, M.D,, D.P.H.
FOR THE YEARS 1940-1944.

PREFACE.

The compiling of routine annual reports during the war years has been found to be entirely
impracticable for many obvious reasons. These include an acute shortage of trained staff as a
result of absence on Service, illness and other causes, and the constant strain of attempting to
comply with the ever-increasing demands made on such staffs as are available.

The statistics of these years have, however, been carefully kept and are now set out at the
end of this report in tabular form which renders them convenient for comparison.






PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY.
New Appointments—1940-1944.

Assistant County Medical Officers. Date of Appointment
Pearson, NWoer Fawerr, MR.CS., LE.CP., DPH. (also M.O.H. North Dorset

. Districts) i 22.1.40
Haves, JoHN BERTRAND, M, R L =] R GRS 17.6.40
Haves, Lioner CHatrock, M.B., Ca. B, D.P.H. (T r_-mpnmryj : 1.7.40
PaisLey, Joux Carson, MLE., B.Cu., D.P.H. (Temporary) (also M.O.H. l‘urtl.}.ud 1. DJ 1.241
Apnir, Apam, M. B., Cun.B., D EP.H. (also M.O.H. West Dorset Districts) : 1.4.42

| Scorr, GILBERT BopLEy, M.R.C.S., LR.C.P. (Temporary) (also M.O.H. North D:}ru_t

! Districts) ! 2.11.42
ty Nursing Supgr:mgudmt
True, Miss LiLy, S.R.N., 5.CM., HV. CerT. ... 1.10.43

i Ranxriin, Miss IreNE FroreEnce, S RN, S.CM, HYV. {HRI I:L]'cpul.y] 1.10.43
Raxkrin, Miss IRENE FLorENCE (Acting Superintendent) 17.8.44

~ BurnerT, Miss Frorence Marion, S R.N., 5.C.M. (Deputy ’iempn:rmr}:l 21.8.44

Fiesitors.

GoRELL-BARNES, Mrs, Dororny Everyn, SN, 5.C.M., H.V. Cerr, 1.5.41
RicueEns, Miss GLapys IreEng, S KN, S.CM., H.V. CErT. 19.5.41
Crack, Miss KATHLEEN Dora, S RN, S.CAM., HV. CeErT. 1G.G.41
TavELLE, Miss Livian, S RN, S.CM., HV. CErT. 1.5.42
AusTin, Miss LiLtanw Mary, S R.N., & { M., H.V. Cerr. . 1.9.42
WHEELER, Miss MarcUeriTE FrEDA, S.R.N.. S5.CM., HY. lhh’.r 19.1.43
Mack, Miss Orve, S RN, SCM., HV. CerT. 24,543
Crise, Miss Ir1s MuvmigL, S RN, S.CM., HV. Cert. ... 1.6.43
WHEELER, Miss CATHERINE Rosg, S RN, SCM., HV. CErT. ... 12.7.43
CorRDINGLEY, Miss VEra, 3. R.N., 5. G M-CHNGCERE. - G 1.3.44

: Mnmus Miss JovceE MarGareT, C.5.P. 1.3.43
fa tron of County Sanaforia.
_"C.Q.L;r..mﬂ, Miss Mary, S R.N. (Beckford Orthopaedic Hospital) ... 1.4.42

~ Loomes, Mr. J. J. 1.6.42
Appointments Terminated—1940-1944.
ssistant County Medical Officers. : Date of Termination.
anHUGH Jomn F. 24.5.40
- CoLLINS, LESLIE ARTHUR t‘kl'llltar}r SL:H-':ICI:.] 16.6.40
HavEs, LIONEL CHATTOCK ... TE A R 3.1.42
‘Pearson, NoEL FaweLL (Military Serwc::,} 31.10.42
.EI:BTI‘ GILBEERT BODLEY 31.12.44
Nursing Superintendent. ;
- MackintosH, Miss BELra Rorro e 1.10.43
TruE, Miss Lty (Seconded to UN.R.R. *'t]l 17.8.44
lealth Visitors. F
- WaiTELEY, Miss Eva 18.4.42
'ELLiorT, Miss KATHLEEN ... 30.9.42
5COTT, Miss Joaw AGATHA ... R 28.2.43
eLLE, Miss Littan 31.3.43
RELL-BArnES, Mrs. DoroTHY LvELxN 8543
sTIN, Miss Liniax Mary 16.5.43
CHENS, Miss GLADYS IRENE e 17.5.43
HEELER, Miss MARGUERITE FREDA ... 31.12.43
ik, Miss KatHiLeEen Dora 31.12.44
aedic Sister.
X, Mus. (Miss P. Biss), S.R.N,, 5.C M. 8.1.43
of County Sanalovia.
ER Miss A. E. (deceased) (Beckford Orthopaedic Hospital) ... 23.1.42

10



VITAL STATISTICS (Tables I and I1).

It will be noted that in spite of being a reception area the population has diminished during the war
yvears presumably as a result of the absence of both men and women in the Services.

The birth rate shows a marked increase and compares favourably with that of England and Wales.

The death rate shows a decrease as in the case of England and Wales, that might be regarded as curious
under the circumstances of the war, and it means that people are living longer. In 1940 it will be noted --:i_-

the outbreak of Cerebro-Spinal Fever in’that year caused 20 deaths, and further that in that vear the number
of deaths from Bronchitis and Pneumonia were much higher than in subsequent years.

Heart Disease probably includes a number of different conditions and accounts for approximately S0¢
deaths cach year, but Cancer remains the highest individual cause with approximately 500 deaths each !

There was a noticeable decline in deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis in 1943,

The infant mortality rate—that is to say, the number of infants that die under one year of age—has beel
more than halved in 1943 as compared with 1940, a most astonishing resalt, the causes of which are not obvious

Maternal mortality has continued to show its very satisfactory decline—a result that cannot be dissociated
from the discovery and increased use of the sulphonamide drugs in recent years.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE (Table I11).

The incidence of Typhoid and Para-Typhoid was high in 1940, with 22 and 23 notifications respecti / :f:
but this incidence has fortunately since declined.

Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, Measles and Cercbro-Spinal Fever were all high in 1940, which was a mos
difficult year in connection with overcrowding. Most fortunately all these conditions declined in
YEars.

An intensive campaign of immunisation against Diphtheria was commenced at the end of 1940 with th
issue of free immunising material to all Authorities desirous of carrying it out. This immunisation was ma
available to all children under five years of age at Child Welfare Centres throughout the County and also
necessary at the Schools. Children of school age were dealt with by all the Sanitary Authorities and the diff;
school premises were made available to the local Medical Officers of Health for this purpose. The results obtaine
are believed to have been very satisfactory, and it will be noted that there were only 43 cases notified in 194
This figure is believed to be one of the lowest that has ever before been recorded in the County.

In the Spring of 1944 a case of smallpox was notified in the Sherborne area and the diagnosis was
quently confirmed not merely by the Medical Officer of Health of the district, but also by a Medical Od'.ﬁcq
considerable previous experience of the condition, who was sent speeially for the purpose by the Minist
Health. The patient was admitted.to Hospital and under treatment did well. Early and energetic action v
taken to vaccinate all possible contacts both in the neighbourhood of Sherborne and also in the adjacent
of Yeovil where the patient had worked, and to this may be ascribed the absence of any secondary ¢
Infection was thought to have been contracted during a holiday the patient had taken previously in Sm.tth

A steady tendency to rise will be noted in the number of cases of Dysentery. This has been almost ¢
of the Sonne type. A

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE I:Tabje Iv).
These figures only refer to the County Area outside the Boroughs of Poole and Weymouth.

Births. - A steady increase in the number of births and the live-birth rate is shown during the war ye
The still-birth rate, however, shows no increase during this period. There has been a noticeable mﬂﬂu
number of illegitimate births and arrangements have been made with the Salisbury Diocesan Associats
Moral and Spiritual Welfare for extending the provision of care to the unmarried mother. A mtﬂ:lﬂ r ho
under the auspices of the Association, has since been opened for the purpose at Parkstone. !

The infant mortality rate in common with the rest of the County shows a satisfactory tendaney
decline and towards the end of 1944 additional special measures were taken to provide for the care of prema
infants. r
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The work at the Ante-Matal Clinics and Infant Welfare Centres will be seen to have been well maintained,
ind it is noteworthy that the percentage of infants that attended at Centres while under one year of age increased
from 44.97% in 1940 to 61.29; in 1944.

Maternity Beds. The number of patients admitted to maternity beds has steadily increased from 220
in 1940 to 370 in 1944, and this increase does not include any applications that may have been made by such
patients direct to the Public Assistance Officer for admission to Poor Law Institutions. The growing demand
seems likely to be continued into the post-war years and this calls attention to the shortage of maternity beds
in the County. The question ‘was receiving attention prior to the war with a view to improving generally the
standard of obstetrics as a result of a report on maternal mortality. The guestion has been fully reported upon
to the Public Health Committee, and as a result it is hoped that it may be possible to provide an additional 40 to
80 beds in the County in the not too distant future,

ﬂ'rthl}patdlc Treatment. The orthopaedic treatment of children has been well maintained at all the
different Clinics throughout the County and there has been mo change in the arrangements whereby such
children are admitted to Hospital when necessary, either at the Swanage Red Cross Hospital where they come
under the care of the Orthopaedic Surgeon, or to the Bath and Wessex Children's Orthopaedic Hospital direct.

VENEREAL DISEASE (Table V).

From 1940 to 1943 inclusive there was year by year an increase in the number of patients found at the
Clinics to be suffering from Syphilis. In sharp contrast the figures for 1944 shows a marked decrease in the
pumbers reporting for the first time and provided the numbers each year comprise similar ratios on recent. later
and latent infections they manifest a most encouraging improvement.

In regard to Gonorrhoea the figures show a satisfactory tendency to decline and this is all the more note-
worthy as a result of the very great increase in the numbers of patients attending the Clinics that are found to
have Non-Venereal conditions.

The Clinic at Weymouth which was opened shortly before the war has proved of very great value, and it
is hoped that it may ultimately be provided with a few hospital beds for those patients requiring treatment in

hospital.
The Poole Clinic was opened in April, 1944, and it is hoped that it will fulfil a long-felt need in that area.

Defence Regulation 33B. This was brought into effect in January, 1943, enabling suspected sources of the
disease to be notified to the MLO.H. During 1943, 33 such cases were notified, but two forms were only received
in respect of four such cases. All these four were traced and followed up. In 1944, following up on receipt of one
notice only was undertaken and out of 43 notifications received it was found possible to trace and deal with 27.
It shiould be noted that these notifications are almost entirely in respect of women and that there are only two
cases of men having been notified in the County as yet.

TUBERCULOSIS (Table VI).

The death rate in the Pulmonary group shows the lowest ever recorded in this area and a drop of approxi-
mately 50%;, during the last 15 years despite the fact that the number of new cases has increased.

The increase in the number of Pulmonary cases under treatment is as much as 14%; in 1943 as compared
with 1940, and this increase is based on cases under treatment in sanatoria as well as those under dispensary
supervision.

The notification register also shows that there has been a marked increase in the number of new cases in
the Pulmonary group amounting to a rise of about 259, over the period of the war. To some extent this increase
can be accounted for by patients having contracted Tuberculosis in the Services, while war conditions at home,
ineluding the black-out and long hours of work, ete., presumably aceount ior some of the increase in the civilian

returns. Reference from the Rec:uit'ing Boards for expert opinion also accounts for the detection of some cases
lat an early stage that might otherwise have not been detected until a later date.

The value of the Dispensary service in the County is clearly shown by the fact that during 1943 out of
179 cases notified in the Pulmonary group, 164 cases were referred to the dispensaries, and that there has been a
notable increase in the number of patients referred for diagnosis is shown by the very marked increase in the
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total attendances and in the number of X-ray films taken. It is reasonable to say that this greater use of the
Dispensary service has resulted in cases being diagnosed at an earlier stage of the disease than hitherto, and it has
therefore being possible to provide active treatment with advantage. This may help to explain the declinein the
death rate in spite of the increase in the number of cases.

The increase in the number of patients treated by Artificial Pnenmothorax is very marked and it will
be noted that the number of refills to be given in any one year are now more than double the number that were
required in 1940.

The increase in the Pulmonary group bas naturally resulted in a shortage of sanatoria accommodation.
This shortage of beds refers mainly to male patients as the Dorset County Home is usually able to cope with
female admissions without undue delay. Many more beds are, however, required and it is hoped that the new
accommodation already arranged at Linford Sanatorium in conjunction with the Bournemouth County Borough
will be completed at an early date after the end of the war. When this additional accommodation is available
consideration should be given to the use of a portion of the Dorset County Home as a dispensary in place of the
present premises at Poole which are now not well situated for the purpose.

Maintenance Allowances were brought into effect on 1st October, 1943, for the purpose of assisting
patients in a very early stage of the disease to give up their work and undertake treatment with a view ultimately
to the benefit of the war effort. Previously, the vast majority of patients were willing and in fact anxious to
undertake treatment at the earliest opportunity after being diagnosed but the financial question often kept them
at work until vacancies in sanatoria were found for them. On the other hand prior to the war the waiting period
for these vacancies was not as long as it is now as a result of the shortage of beds. Although it is yet early to
report on the effect of these allowances, it is believed that they have certainly helped those who are considered
eligible to desist from working while awaiting admission to a sanatorium.

Further efforts for the rehabilitation of patients discharged from sanatoria are effected by the recent
appointment of a Voluntary After-Care Worker whose assistance in this difficult question will, it is hoped, be
of value. A few patients have been placed and trained in suitable new appointments in the past two years and
are believed to be doing well.

In regard to Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis there has been no very marked increase in the number of
patients, and there is adequate accommodation for those requiring treatment in hospital.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES (Table VII).

The phenomenal success of thé County Laboratory is well illustrated by the increase from 20,000 odd
tests carried out in 1939, to the total of over 52,000 carried out by the combined Laboratories at Dorchester and
Poole in 1944, ' \

Tests under Schedule ** A ™' comprise anything of what is generally recognised as of a public health nature
and are carried out free of cost. Those under Schedule “ B "™ are of a purely pathological nature for which
reasonable charges are made to general practitioners on behalf of their patients and to the hospitals.

All the pathological work in connection with approximately 500 hospital beds is now carried out in the
main at the Laboratory in Dorchester. .
W

The work has not been maintained without extreme pressure as a result of the ma'b:l.l.lt‘j' to obtain any
additional trained staff during the war.

Milk Supplies. These show a very satisfactory increase in the number of tuberculin-tested licences in
1943 and 1944.

The samples examined for Tuberculosis include samples taken from all sources and all grades, and it
only owing to pressure of work in the Laboratory that the number of these samples taken in 1944 had to be
reduced. The percentage found to be positive varies from year to year, but probably give a reasonably fair
indication of the state of these supplies in the County.

The remaining figures in this section call for little comment and speak for themselves.
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE.

For EM.S. purposes Poole and the rest of the County were regarded as separate areas, Poole coming
within the Southern Region at Reading, and the rest of the County in the S'W. Region at Bristol.

Ultimately both came under Reading but the separate administration remained, the Hospital Officer
acting through two Group Officers for the separate areas. The County Medical Officer continued to act as Group
Officer or Agent for the County Area and Sir Robert G. Archibald, ¢.M.6., was appointed for the Bournemouth
Area, including Poole.

Confined originally to air-raid casualties and Service sick this service was subsequently extended to
include practically every type of Service and civilian sick other than the ordinary sick among local residents,
and even these latter became E.M.5, patients if transferred from one Hospital to another on the authority of the
Hospital Officer.

The following remarks apply in the main to the County Area.

The Hospitals in Group II, i.e., the Public Assistance Institutions, were ultimately discharged from the
Scheme, while the Yeatman Hospital at Sherborne was transferred into Group Ia.

The joint administration of Public Assistance and E.M.S. patients in Portwey Hospital soon proved to be
entirely impracticable and in the Spring of 1940 all Public Assistance patients in this Hospital were removed to
other Institutions. Under the administrative control of a Medical Superintendent and with the appointment of
Miss E. Brown as Matron, in July, 1940, an efficient nursing staff was obtained and allocated to their various
duties in the Hospital, and the Hospital itself was quickly brought up to a state of efficiency in time to deal with
a large number of casualties of every sort and description, including foreign refugees following the fall of France.

In March, 1941, Dr. J. D. Dear, previously Medical Officer of Health for Portland and an Assistant
County Medical Officer, was appointed Medical Superintendent and subsequently the Hospital developed
smoothla until it is now able to compare in efficiency with that of any local voluntary Hospital.

In attaining this state thanks are due to those Surgeons on the 5Staff, who were also on the Honorary
Staff of the Weymouth and District Hospital, for their advice and experience which were of inestimable value
—and also for their admirable work as Surgeons in dealing with all the casoalties received at both Hospitals
throughout the whole period.

Portwey Hospital suffered the result of severe bombing on several occasions, the Medical Superintendent's
house was severely damaged, rebuilt again, and then finally demolished, the Sisters’ quarters were more or less
{destroyed and the Matron severely injured, but the work of the Hospital was never entirely in&:n’upted.

; Portwey Hospital primarily receiving Service sick and casualties from overseas, the Weymouth and
{District Hospital primarily received any local air-raid casualties to the extent of its capacity.

The Weymouth and District Hospital was itself severely damaged in an air-raid in May, 1944, and was
{rendered uninhabitable. Fortunately, a shadow Hospital in the neighbouring premises of the Weymouth College
{had previously been equipped for any such eventuality and since that date the Hospital has functioned in its
{temporary premises, transferring any local civilian sick that it is unable to deal with to Portwey Hospital as
{EM.S. patients.

The remaining Hospitals in the County have not been called upon to deal with E.M.S, patients to any
|very great extent, but throughout the period have dealt with individual patients as necessary, and been
{available as a first stage of retreat in the event of it being necessary to evacuate patients hurriedly from
l.wmwth in order to keep beds there clear for new casualties. This occurred on several occasions and behind
{these local Hospitals were other E.M.5. Hospitals at Salisbury and elsewhere to which conveys of patients
could be sent when necessary. For this purpose two 'bus ambulances, capable of taking 20 lying down cases,
always available in Weymouth irr addition to other "buses for sitting cases.

The work of the Casualty Bureau continued as has previously been described and it may be of interest to
note below the number of E.M.5. patients whose admission and discharge from local Hospitals were notified to
2 Burean in these years :—

1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944
72 2394 1726 1741 2111 2401
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With the change in 1941 {rom one Region to another, the Service came under the executive control of the |
Hospital Officer at Reading, Dr. A. L. Dykes, with whom no relations could possibly have since been smoother
or more pleasant, and whose assistance has always been immediately available in any local difficulty during 11
long and anxious period.

A.R.P. CASUALTY SEE;.".']EES.

It can readily be understood that many changes took place in the organisation of the Casualty Servmu!
during these five years. The main features in the area of the scheme-making a.uthnntjr—-na.mc’l]r, the 'l:onntj',J
excluding Poole—can be best shown under separate headings.

F
First Aid Posts.

i {a) Fixed. The original establishment of ten Posts remained unchanpged. Trained Nurses were Empll:ryad
on a full-time basis at the Posts in Portland, Dorchester, Wimborne, Ferndown and Swanagz_ At Sherbomg.‘
where the Post was in the Yeatman Hospital, the County Council paid the salary of the nurse-in-charge of the
Out-Patient Department in return for the facilities made available by the Hospital. In Weymouth a paid lay-
Superintendent acted as nurse-in-charge, and seven nursing auxiliaries were also employed en a whole-time
basis, Two paid Nursing Auxiliaries were employed in the Post at Portland and also two male assistants.

(b) Mobile. The original establishment of three Mobile First Aid Posts was reduced to two in 1943, wh en.
it was decided that the Post at Bridport was not required. At about the same time five light mobile First _&_g,
Units were established in areas of the County, where it was thought they might be of most nse. Trained Nurs '_
were employed on a whole-time basis to be in charge of the Mobile First Aid Posts in Wareham and Ehndlmx!

With the exception of the paid staff detailed above the remainder of the personnel employed in the
First Aid Post Service were part-time volunteers. The highest number of unpaid volunteers in this service at
any one time was 48 men and 318 women, in 1941,

Throughout these years the equipment issued to First Aid Posts continued to expand, and the
of the personnel had to be progressively more technical.

Nine out of the ten fixed First Aid Posts received air-raid casualties. The Mobile Post at Wareham dealf
with casualties only at its depot as though it was a fixed Post and none of the Mobile Posts were ever called o
to function in a mobile capacity.

The figures of casualties treated at Posts during these five years were as follows :—

#
1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 ToTaL.

Portland ... s 25 14 11 2 = 52
Weymouth 49 50 48. — 8 155
Dorchester ... —_ —_ 2 —_ 2
Bridport ... £ Winh F 33 e = 33
Ferndown .. — - — — 4 4.
Gillingham 1 =8 = - - 1
Sherhorne ... 38 — — — —_— 39
Swanage 1 13 60 16 — 80
Wareham — — 15 - — 15
Poole 21 15 45 2 P

First Aid Points.

The original establishment of 114 First Aid Points was eventually increased to 121, including 27 Upgraded
First Aid Points establishe¢ in the larger villages. The latter received a considerable quantity of equipment, and
to each of them a Medical Officer was appointed. Only a very small number of air-raid casualties were
to First Aid Points, which did, however, deal with many casualties resulting from local accidents,
crashed aircraft. :

The total number of volunteers staffing the First Aid Points was approximately 1,600.
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Ambulances.

The principle of relying on tradesmen’s vans to act as emergency ambulances was quickly given up, and
the County Council eventually owned a fleet of 47 efficient converted vehicles obtained at an astonishingly
economical figure. In addition, 11 ambulance vehicles were also later put on the establishment as loaned for
Civil Defence purposes. Of these latter vehicles some were converted into ambulances and lent by their owners
free of charge, others were lent by the British Red Cross Scciety, and others were vehicles received from the
United States,

Cars for the conveyance of casualties who were not 50 seriously injured as to require transport on stretchers
were also part of the ambulance service. The County Council owned 8 of these cars and at one time there were
as many as 91 part-time cars lent and usually driven by their owners. In 1943 the establishment of sitting-case
cars was reduced to 17 whole-time vehicles and 21 part-time.

The paid ambulance drivers employed in Weymouth numbered 6, but otherwise this Service was manned
| entirely by volunteers. The largest number of volunteers employed at any one time was 357 in 1942,

In order to keep the ambulances, sitting-case cars and other Civil Defence vehicles in good running order

a County Service Engineer was appointed in 1943, A mobile service van was provided for the use of the engineer

‘to enable him to carry out small repairs at the varipus depots where vehicles were garaged all over the County.

| The result of this appointment was not only a saving of money in repair bills, but also increased efficiency in the
transport services generally .,

Gas Cleansing Services.

Gas Cleansing Sections formed part of each of the ten fixed First Aid Posts in the County. In addition,
| six Public Gas Cleansing Centres were established, one in Portland, three in Weymouth, one in Dorchester, and
{one in Blandford. As a further precaution eleven mohile gas cleansing units were allocated to the County, and
| these were distributed as seemed most appropriate. For the most part the staffs of First Aid Posts undertook

gas cleansing duties, but 90 men and 57 women volunteers were specially enrolled for this service. The procedure
{ to be adopted for the cleansing of gas contaminated persons became more and more complicated and the training
of volunteers in their duties was highly arduous. A great amount of equipment was also provided

First Aid Parties and Rescue Service.

- The original establishment of 45 parties was later increased to 56, and in May, 1943, the First Aid Parties
were amalgamated with the Rescue Parties to form the Rescue Service. A new establishment of 61 Rescue
Parties was then authorised.

In the First Aid Party Service there were 11 whole-time men in Portland and 20 in Weymounth. In the
| Rescue Service the figures were 14 for Portland and 34 for Weymouth. [In the rest of the County the Service
| was manned by volunteers. Before the amalgamation there were 333 men and 102 women volunteers in the
| First Aid Parties ; after the amalgamation there were 555 male volunteers in the Rescue Service.

| Air-Raids.

The County of Dorset had its share of air-raids, the southern half naturally coming off worst. The most
| concentrated raid, however, was on Sherborne in September, 1940, but fortunately both damage and casualties
| were surprisingly light. The following figures may be of interest —

——

High Explosive Bombs 4,915%
Incendiary Bombs o AL129%

(* Exclusive of those dropped on Naval, -ﬂf:'.ii.rar_y aidd
R.A.F. objectives).

Civilian Casualties :—

Dead 233
Missing 3
Seriously injured and detained in Hospital 275
Others injured . 494
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Training.

The training of volunteers in first aid was an important and arduous duty. Apart from learning elementary
principles, personnel had to be taught how to use all the numerous items of equipment provided and how to deal
with a large variety of injuries. Some of the recommended methods of treatment were highly complicated. Many
large scale exercises were organised, some in conjunction with the military authorities with whom close co-
operation was always maintained.

As time went on training methods changed. At first much reliance was placed on lectures based on the
accepted syllabus of the British Red Cross Society or that of the St. John Ambulance Brigade., It was eventually
considered that the most effective method of teaching first-aid to Civil Defence personnel was by practical
demenstrations with faked casualties who acted their parts in a realistic way and in the last two years efforts
were made to persuade all instructors to adopt this method.

The Administration of the A.R.P. Services.

A complicated organisation was built up from small beginnings. The appointment of a County Ambulance
and Transport Officer was soon found to be a necessity. A van had to be boght and a driver employed to deliver
stores. The slow stream of supplies from Government stores coming in driblets gradually grew bigger and faster,
and necessitated the appointment of a whole-time medical storekeeper. Numerous forms of return were required
at short intervals, training courses had to be arranged, exercises planned and duty in County Control undertaken.

When administrative difficulties were possibly at their highest point in 1944 matters were further com-
plicated by the transfer of the County from the S'W. Region with its headquarters at Bristol, to the Southern
Region at Reading.

In 1942 a Staff Officer for Casualty Services was appointed to assist in training-and administration.
The services in this capacity of Mr, Loomes, who had had previous experience in the R.A.M.C. and throughout
the bombing of Plymouth, have since been much appreciated.

CIVIL NURSING RESERVE.

The local administration of this organisation has proceeged steadily all through the war. The necessity
for a County Organiser quickly became apparent and in March, 1940, Mrs. I. C. Bell, of Sherborne, was appointed
in this capacity. After much spade work had been carried out by her she was succeeded in December, 1941,
by Miss F. M. Burnett.

At first the organisation had the duty of allocating to employment all enrolled members of the Reserve

but later the Regional MNursing Officer assumed the responsibility for the allocation of mobile members— |

i.¢., nurses who volunteered for service in any part of the Country outside the County.

Those young women who were called for interview by the Ministry of Labour under the Registration for |

Employment Order and expressed a desire to take up nursing were at fitst referred by the Ministry to the County
Organiser who advised the girls according to their individual characteristics either to take up training for a nursing
career, or to join the Civil Nursing Reserve, or in certain cases to give up the idea of becoming nurses altogether.
Later, when the Ministry of Labour began to employ Nursing Officers in their Appointments Offices, there was
some confusion as to who was the proper person to interview women who wanted to take up nursing. Cases were
known of women who were first interviewed at the local office of the Ministry of Labour, and then called for
interview by the Appointments Officer in Southampton, by whom they were referred to the Regional Nursing
Officer in Reading, who at last sent the women to the County Organiser. Ultimately the original procedure was
again adopted.

The training of Nursing Auxiliaries was at first based on a syllabus consisting of a First Aid course, a
Home Nursing course, and fifty-two hours’ practical work in hospital. Some members took a year or more to
complete the necessary number of hours. Later, all women joining the Reserve as Nursing Auxiliaries undertook
a fourteen days’ period of intensive training in hospital. Through the co-operation of the Medical Superintendent

as Mursing Auxiliaties, and the remainder posted to hospitals elsewhere. -

The majority of members of the Civil Nursing Reserve could only give part-time service, and a large
number undertook nursing duty in First Aid Posts and Points. Most of those who were able to take wholetime
employment worked in hospitals, but a few members were allocated to sick bays for evacuees, maternity homes
and ambulance trains.
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and Matron of Portwey Hospital about six trainees were accepted at regular intervals, at one time as frequently
as once a month. At the completion of the courses a proportion of the trainees were retained at Portwey Hospital.
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The figures of membership were as follows :—

1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944
Trained Nurses 102 89 74 62 58 45
Assistant Nurses 41 49 34 21 19 16
Nursing Auxiliaries ... 262 455 366 212 187 175

The gradual fall in membership was duoe to the fact that from "upnl 1941, recruitment was limited to
wobile members only.

EVACUATION.

The ebb and flow of evacuees can be seen from the following estimated totals in the County on 30th
eptember of each year :—

1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944
19915 11169 16561 H741 5557 13257

The principle was always maintained that the health services available to local residents were similarly
t the disposal of evacuees. The following measures were taken to deal with particular groups in the area of the
lounty Council as Welfare Authority.

tesidential Nurseries and Nursery Units.

 These were established for the care of unaccompanied children under five years of age. Six separate
jurseries in Dorset were opened by the Waifs and Strays Society capable of taking approximately a total of
30 children.

In addition a large nursery capable of taking 50 children was opened at Coram Court, Lyme Regis, and
lirectly administered by the County Council. A general supervision was exercised over the health and welfare
i all these nurseries. -

In addition to the larger residential nurseries, three nursery units Wwere established in private houses
hrongh the goodwill and co-operation of the householders concerned. Two of these units accommodated four
thildren each and one was able to take eight. The nursery unit is possibly the best answer to the problem of
!pnamg these young children and it is hoped that the experience gained with them will lead to their wider use
n peace-time for boarding-out purposes.

m Bays.

| In gul‘ler;ﬂ the arrangements made for the medical care of unaccompanied evacuees worked very well,
Ei'nt it was found necessary to provide beds in Sick Bays for children who were not sufficiently ill to enter hospital
mt who could not reasonably be left to the care of the harrassed houscholders. Efficient Sick Bays were estab-

in Bridport, Swanage and Sturminster Mewton., These supplied sufficient beds for the needs of the County.

Ailment Clinics.

These were opened at many First Aid Posts, Points and other places throughout the County and large
aumbers of evacuee children received treatment at these Clinics for minor vonditions.

In the Spring of 1940 as a result of most of the original evacuees having returned home the Emergency
Maternity Home at Driftway, Dorchester, was unfortunately closed. It had been used for a total of 35 confine-
s and was subsequently very much missed. The home at Little Hanford, Childe Okeford, remained open
and by the end of 1944 more than 136 confinements had been successfully conducted there under ideal conditions

Many evacuee mothers were admitted to maternity beds in hospitals, and others were confined in their
illets under arrangements made with the District Nurses.
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It might not be inappropriate here to refer to the large numbers of temporary residents in the County
who also made use of the health services. These persons, while not official evacuees, had in most cases evacuated
themselves privately from dangerous areas, and in many cases were housed under very poor and overcrowded

conditions.

Ancilliary Services.

These included such items as e

The issne of additional clothing conpons or Priority Dockets for the purchase of sheets to e

mothers.

The administration of the clothes® rationing scheme in connection with nurses, health visitors,

officers and others who ordinarily wear uniforms or protective clothing ;
of clothing coupons to those entitled to them ;

the issue of permits for rubber ploves ;

Dealing with requests for the conveyance of persons by the Volunteer Car Pool, the issue of the necessary

authorities, and in many cases the arranging of individual journeys.

VITAL STATISTICS (Table I).

the issue of the occupational supplem
the completion of coupon equivalent documents as required ;
and the compilation of records in connection with all these matters.

1939 1940 I94T I942 1943

Area :—622,843 Acres.

Population -— i
Urban Districts 164,000 164,960 156,600 150,700 146,400
Rural Districts 96,140 98,030 | 102,090 98,600 96,140
Whole County 260,140 | 262,990 | 258,690 | 249,300 | 242,540

Rateable Value (— .. |£1,758,189 (1,816,493 (1,841,969 |{1,851,221 |{1,858,229

Estimated Produce of a Penny Rate .— {6,987 £7,128 £7.154 £7.211 £7,202

Births :—

Still Births 112 131 117 123 123
Live Births 3,579 3731 | 3,810 4,292 072
ToTAL o] £3681 3,862 | 3,927 4,415 4,195
Live Birth Rate :pcr 1,000 pnpulatmn} 14.0 14.1 14.7 17.2 16.7
Live Birth Rate {Englaml and Wales) 15.0 14.6 14.2 15.8 16.5

Deaths : — :
Total Deaths (all ages) 3,267 3,820 3,250 3,303 3,205
Death Rate (per 1000 popu!atmn] 125 14.5 12.5 13.2 13.2
Death Rate (England and Wales) 12.1 14.3 129 11.6 12.1

Infant Mortality -—

Deaths under 1 year of age o 145 192 187 171 148
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live

births) i 40 75 80 53 36
Infant Mortality Rate [Engla.n.d and

Wales) = 50 55 59 49 49

Maternal Mortality :—

Maternal Deaths ... 8 13 14 10 9
Maternal Mortality Rate (per 1,000
births) b 2.1 3.3 3.5 22 21
Maternal Mortality Rate {England and
Wales) - 2.82 2.16 2.23 2.01 229
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CAUSES OF DEATHPAT ALL AGES. (Table IT).

1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 I944
Typhoid and Parat. Fevers 3 — 3 — — —_
Cerebro-Spinal Fever 1 20 9 2 4 7
Scarlet Fever : — 2 —- 1 —_ —
Whﬂﬂpmg Cough 3 4 11 2 G +
theria 10 G ] 13 10 4
Tuh of Resp. S}rstem b 89 a8 102 102 76 B0
Other forms of Tuberculosis .. : 24 az 19 20 25 19
Syphilitic Dizease e 13 ] 19 20 11 10
Influenza ; 59 98 49 28 104 3z
Measles ; —_ 1 9 1 3 2
Ac. Polio-myel. and Polio- mvph — 1 2 — 1 1
Ac.Inf. Enceph. : o - 6 4 3 4 1
Cancer of buc. cav. and Gemph (a), |)

Uterus (F) | B2 B2 52 52 48
Cancer of stomach and duodenum ... » 460 95 91 89 74 73
Cancer of breast ... bt 56 50 A7 G5 67
Cancer of all other sites J 294 265 279 310 300
Diabetes : cf 41 40 30 43 38 27
Intra-cranial vascular lesions = 227 360 366 368 378 360
Heart disease : ; 940 944 801 R75 878 950

Other diseases of circ. systr:m 216 110 83 85 68 88
Bronchitis £ 97 246 140 137 124 122
Pnenmonia E T 118 195 137 120 102 110
Other respiratory diseases 28 43 35 35 41 44
leer of stomach or duodenum 25 36 34 34 a0 39
rhoea under 2 years 8 20 11 11 g 12

5' ppendicitis 17 24 14 16 11 12
Other digve. diseases 67 88 76 105 Bl 76

Nephritis a8 114 B3 110 ] 10z
*' er. and Post-abort. sepsis 1 4 2 - - =
Other maternal causes 7 g 12 10 9 7
Premature birth ... 103 36 49 43 50 47
Con. Mal. Birth inj. infant. dm 67 58 65 54 54
; a4 a7 27 23 20 25
Road Traific a&idl:nts 121 42 43 32 az 42
Other violent causes 174 145 152 77 B3
All other causes 447 447 387 370 367 351

NOTIFICATIONS OF INFECTIOUS DISEﬂSE [Tc:biﬁ Iir).
Ia3o Tg40 a4 raqa Io43 TG94
366 408 280 388 306 297
Cough : 80 318 1,440 388 BE0 818
4 (including Memhrauous Er{:up}l 126 174 108 86 bl 43
(excluding German Measles) 43 3,865 4,711 1,258 2,445 1,709°
neumaonia (Primary or Inﬂuenzal} 138 269 231 270 174 295
spinal Fever 2 4 134 35 44 21 24
iti . 13 5 11 a 2 4
ioencephalitis ... a 2 1 2 1
ephalitis Lethargica 2 8 1 2 3 1
: 2 24 35 T 40 111 196
mia Neonatorum 11 13 5 11 16 20
Pyrexia : a8 3z 53 41 42 26
— — — _— = 1
id Fever 3 12 10 1 3 3
or Typhoid Fever {excluding
phoid) G a 10 13 4 1 —-
as 3] T 63 Bl B2 101
en Fox 1 1 —_— 1 - -
i—Believed to be contracted in this
Believed to be contracted abroad 1 1 1

_ Induced in Institutions ...

St b
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE (Table V).

1939 Ig40 g4 I942 ra43
Births. -
No. Registered = 2,117 2,246 2,301 2,639 2,466
Live Births o 2,044 2,178 2 232 2,569 2,395
Still Births . 73 68 69 70 71
Live Birth Rate {pE-‘l’ 1,000 pupufﬂtmn] 13.5 14.0 14.1 - 17.0 16.3
Still Birth Rate {pcr 1,000 total h:rths} 34.4 30.2 299 26.5 28.7
Legitimate .. o 2,025 2,145 2,157 2 461 29297
I]Iegltlmate B8 101 144 178 169
Infant Mortality.
Deaths under 1 :,.'m.r of ﬂgc 82 110 113 84 88
Legitimate .. e i 73 102 102 17 75
IIILgltlmatc el PRTTR S 8 11 7 13
Infant Mortality Rate tper 1,000 live
births) ... 40 50 50 32 36
Maternal Mortality.
Maternal Deaths 4 3 7 8 s
Maternal Mortality Rate {p-r:r 1,000 :
total births) s 1.9 1.3 3.0 3.0 2.0
Midwives.
No. on Register at end of year 112 107 105 110 101
No. of visits of inspection during year
by County Nursing Superintendent ... 298 348 318 363 353
No. of cases attended by Midwives :— ;
Az Midwives ... 973 1,084 1,310 1,198 1,208
As Maternity Nurses : 861 809 936 1,045 907
No. of cases in which medical hclp was
sought ... 473 490 507 429 406
Ante and Post Natal Care. ' i
No. of mothers attending Clinics G620 744 971 817 826
No. of such attendances o . 1,979 2.246 2 659 2.613 2,627
No. of uninsured women u:n..b,l:lh. to :
attend Clinics and seen by General o ekl
Medical Practitioners 276 272 310 251 217
No. of Obstetric Consultants called in ... 15 12 10 7 4
No. of Dental Treatments authorised ... 88 157 165 137 128
L]
Maternity Beds.—Total No. of patwntb
admitted 149 220 341 317 316
Dorset County Hu-'ipltdl i 39 55 115 118 113
Weymouth and District Hm-pltal 13 24 15 24 23
Cornelia and East Dorset Hospital J6 a4 68 47 40
Yeatman Hospital ... 14 20 27 18 19
Westminster Memorial Hmptt.ﬂ 4 17 33 42 49
Other Hospitals 31 30 16 21 34
Little Hanford Maternity Home 7 19 34 20 2 LR
Public Assistance Institutions i 3 1 33 27 17
Infant Welfare Centres.
No, of infants under 1 year of age
attending first time 857 905 1,224 1,116 1,092
No. of children 1-5 years of .;u,gu_ attend- ;
ing first time : 443 S5 977 469 468
No. of attendances of infants under 1
vear of age B,O982 8,646 11,0499 11,434 12,628
No. of attendances ul thldrm | 5 YEars
years of age : .| 10,599 8,925 11,176 9,327 9,520
Mo. at end of year w hu w L-re under
year of age s 722 787 935 977 931
No. at end of year who were 1-5 years
of age 1.676 1,663 2,327 2,001 2,040
Mo, ol live births lml.lfu:d J 1,929 2,012 2,284 2,303 2,142
Percentage that attended while under 1 | -
year of age | 444 44.9 535 | 484 50.9

21 {contd. on next ag




MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE (Table I V)—cont.

Visiting.
rst wvisits to infants under 1 year
of age

stal number of visits to infants under

1 year of age

Eiwnumber of wisits to children

een ages of 1-53 years

uife Protection.
3. of children on Register at beginning

b of new children received during year

{5{_. of removals from Register during

3. of children on Register at end of
T -1
Eal;f tepurts made by Child Protec-

Hon Visitors during the year

¢ Homes.
» on Register at end of year
). of inspections during year

ent of Children.
ntal Treatment —

-Nu of attendances
spital Treatment :—

'No. of cases notified
No. with vision impaired
‘No. with vision unimparied

). of fmber-pareuts on Reglster atend

+ Ig3g Ioq0 ro4r o4z 43 Toq4
2,018 2,068 2 441 2 488 2 301 2 466
13,088 13,192 15,865 17,790 15,703 15.014
17,515 18,215 22 810 23,801 22 053 19,325
74 759 74 (315 99 81

119 37 53 ag 74 61
114 42 61 Y 92 65

79 74 66 99 81 77
353 246 268 297 351 325

51 44 44 50 43 43

11 12 13 13 13 14

12 21 26 13 15 24

N 66 75 79 92 62
152 186 207 193 201 229
588 626 748 734 564 780
20 28 55 47 52 52

6 10 3 6 8 3

6 10 3 8 8 3




VENEREAL DISEASE (Table V).

939 1940 IQ41 ro4z2
Total —Dorset Patients—All Clinics.
Syphilis o 49 45 58 60
No. of patients dealt Soft Chancre - — 1 )
with for the first time | Gonorrhoea ... 78 g5 B0 G4
Non-Venereal 81 51 106 166
Weymouth Clinic.
Syphilis 10 9 6 14
* No. of patients dealt | Soft Chancre — — 1 2
with for the first time | Gomorrhoea ... 13 25 14 12
Non-Venereal 13 15 38 53
Attendance of all patients o 417 852 959 1,586
Aggregate of in-patient days ... — == = ==
Daorchester Clinic. L
Syphilis ) 2 6 2
No. of patients dealt Soit Chancre = — = e
with for the first time | Gonorrhoea ... 17 | 8 8 5
Non-Venereal 21 18 16 19
Attendances of all patients ... 791 333 505 366
Agpregate of in-patient days ... |7 183 74 10 30
Poole Clinic.
Syphilis a — —_ - —
No. of patients dealt Soft Chancre = = — =
with for the first time | Gonorrhosa ... — — — =
Non-Venereal — — == =
Attendances of all patients ... = o e =
Agpgregate of in-patient days ... ; — == = =
Bournemouth Clinic.
Syphilis 27 a2 42 40
No. of patients dealt Soft Chancre — —_ — —
with for the first time | Gonorrhoea ... 43 58 57 40
: Non-Venereal 40 15 46 91
Attendance of all patients .., o 1,704 985 1,168 1,896
Aggregate of in-patient days ... 151 7 72 143
Yeovil Clinic,
Syphilis 1 2 3 2
No. of patients dealt Soft Chancre — - — —_
with for the first time | Gonorrhoea ... 3 2 1 3
Non-Venereal 3 1 2 1
Attendances of all patients ... : 56 76 58 135
Aggregate of in-patient days ... — — -— 11
Salisbury Clinic,
Syphilis i 2 — 1 2
No. of patients dealt Soft Chancre = = — =
with for the first time | Gonorrhoea ... 2 2 — 4
Non-Venereal 4 2 4. 2
Attendances of all patients 114 36 137 131
Aggregate of in-patient days ... 38 — 34 14




TUBERCULOSIS (Table VI).

Jeaths.
All forms
Death-rate per 1 000 pupulatum
Pulmonary
Death-rate per 1 {II'ID pnpulatmn.
Nou-FPulmonary
Death-rate per 1, 000 pnpulatmn

lotifications.
All forms
Pulmonary
Non-pulmonary

[otification Register as at 31st December—

All forms e
Pulmonary Males
Females
KNon- pulmon.a.r_r,r MMales
i Females
reatment.

Dispensary Register as at 31st December

All forms

Pulmonary " Adult Males
i Adult Females ...
£ Children
Non-pulmonary  Adult Males
" Adult Females ...
e Children
New Cases diagnosed as Tuberculous—
All forms
Pulmonary Adult Males
i Adult Females ...
L Children
Non-pulmonary Adult Males
" Adult Females
Children
Attendances at Dispensaries
X-Ray Films—
Dorset County Home :
In-patients
Out-patients ..
Dorchester Dlhpmsary

Beckford Orthopaedic Hospital

Artificial Pnewmothorax—
Inductions—Dorset County Home
Refills —Dorset County Home
Refills  —Dorchester Dispensary

Admissions o Sanaforia—
Dorset County Home ...
Royal National Sanatorinum
Weymouth B{:n:uugh Sanatorium
Others

Admissions fo Hn.r.';pf,l'als—
Beckford Orthopaedic Hospital
Bath and Wessex Hospital
Children’s Hﬂﬁp:tai. Swanag&
Others

Average number o beds oce mi—-
Sanatoria 4 uﬁ
Hospitals

1939 Tgqo Ig4r To42 | 1943 1944
113 130 121 122 ‘ 101 99
0.43 0.49 0.46 0.48 0.41 0.41

89 9s 102 102 | 76 50

0.34 0.37 0.39 040 | 031 0.33

24 32 19 20 25 19

0.09 0.12 0.07 008 | 0.10 0.07

. 206 209 243 264 250 278
21 = 2150 156 185 210 179 207
. 56 53 58 54 7l 71
899 889 949 960 1,012 1,094

351 358 369 409 421 453

268 263 291 282 294 323

136 130 140 134 143 159

144 138 149 135 154 159

605 603 656 712 796 903

253 253 277 325 368 407

196 196 216 222 238 278

8 9 10 10 12 13

39 33 41 40 44 53

50 53 55 55 66 71

59 39 57 B0 68 81

150 159 190 214 216 237

57 70 77 105 93 105

58 49 74 66 68 74

2 2 5 5 3 6

. 9 8 11 7 8 13
6 14 10 14 21 13

18 16 13 17 23 26

1,347 1,309 1,434 1,857 2363 2,656
197 157 180 144 207 244
569 564 541 706 952 995
512 444 515 666 B34 941
183 180 205 148 217 255

13 2 4 ] 18 20
« 1,084 714 772 835 1,122 1,701
214 299 316 J96 557 749
50 al 65 38 67 63
46 38 37 51 33 24
15 19 18 21 22 17
7 8 13 22 43 70
33 43 as a8 43 31
10 8 16 4 4 8
9 12 10 10 9 10
15 17 15 as 30 3z
60 55 52 56 65 70
32 34 33 as 31 42 o
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MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES (Table VII).

I939 Toq0 I94r1 T4 1343
Orthopaedic Treatment. -
Surgeon’s Clinics—No. of Cases 381 ags 389 416 423
—No. of Attendances 781 679 860 806 787
Sister’s Clinic —No. of Cases 542 696 617 676 598
—No. of Attendances 2,329 1,751 1,948 1,896 1,495
No. admitted to Hospital Imhe:r than i
for Tuberculosis) 33 22 30 30 22
Blind Persons.
No. approved for admission to Register:
Certified by County Medical Staff ... 26 24 35 57 31
Certified by Ophthalmic Surgeons ... 25 28 20 30 25
Registered elsewhere and maved to
Dorset 9 8 3 7 L —
ToTtaL i 60 58 58 94 56
Nu. removed from Reg;ster in wyear ;
ending 31st March : 71 50 44 55 50
Total No. mrmunmg on Reglste:r at’
31st March o 466 479 488 501 529
Radium Treatment for Cancer.
Surgeon's Clinic—No. of Attendances ... 269 263 253 378 415
No. admitted to Hospital 32 39 37 55 54
County Laboratory. i
: Daorchester.
Total No. of specimens received ... 15,861 13,833 14,207 17,717
Total No. of Tests under Schedule A Y 26,931 25,964 33,395 38,
Total No. of Tests under Schedule B 4,165 4,091 4,769 6,168
Fuoole. .
Total No. of specimens received ... 4,332 2,568 4,653 4,158
Total No. of Tests under Schedule A Gk B, 727 4,958 9,999 8,907
Total No. of Tests under Schedule B o 24 109 141 195

Milk Supplies.
Licences in force at 31st December :— 3 s
Accredited . 491 548 557 585 548

Tuberculin Tested 176 . 177 175 181 241
Attested Herds .. 154 173 171 164 169
Pasteurisation A il 15
Samples examined for Tuberculosis ... 121 354 542 512 528
Percentage found to be positive ... 3.3 5.8 3.4 4.2 22

Rural Housing. P e
No. of houses reconditioned ... 70 3 —_ 4 B




