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For our information waé can consult tho oonecisa but
interesting annual reporte submitted to your Council by
Dr.H.M.8pcire who was vour Modiecal QOfficer of Hoalth from
1905 to 1935,

Fifty yecars ago thc population of Diss was very muoh the
same &g now, Thoro wezre Eg? housos and of thoee 621 were
cottages with ronte bolow . POT annum, Th: avoragoe number of
persons per housc was four, Today thoro are over 1,300 housos
and approximately onc¢ third of theso aro COouncil houses,

Diphthoria was thon ondemic and occasionally opidemio:
in 1904 thorc wore 16 casoce, 5 in 1905, and 14 in 1906, In 1907
thoro wore 4 osees of typhoid fovor and 2 cases in 1908.

Scarlot fovor was mugh more in cvidence: 26 casee in 1904,
12 in 1905, and 43 in 1906. 4An cpidomic of whooping—oough
started in 1906 and roachod its height in 1908 when it
noceseitatod the closing of tho schools. In 1909 a severe
opidemic of moasloe lasted ovor six monthe and schools had again
to bo closed,

In 1904 the infant mortality ratc was 186 por 1,000 1live
birthe.

Thoso conditions werc accopted &s normal &t the time, and
such figuros &s arc quotod above woero not considorod unsatisfactory.

Bomc of Dr.S8poirs pithy commonts regarding his difficulty
in kooping the schools open in spitc of dovastating opidomios are
worth quoting:

"I have nothing furthor to roport on ro the schoole in the
Town axecopt to eay that tho sooner the County Council sco their
way to do away with tho attondance prizes, which arc at prosaont
given, the bottor.

Childron are so oBgor to got thoso prizep, and they know
that no meodical certificate will bo eccoptod ae an gxocuse for not
being there, that thoy will drag themsolvees to school in all
stages of infegtious diseascs, and all I can phy ie that it will
" beoomo an annual affair to closec tho schools for every small
outbreak of any zymotic discaso till this point is rectifiedl,
(Annual Roport, 1909).

and:

"In my young days if onc wantod the day off (from sohool

. ono ligked tho bottom of a now loaf and prosontod a tongue
locked like & gonuino bllious attack., Now a ghild has nnl:.tﬂ

say he has B soro throat end he gan sty away when he likesl,

(Annual Report 1911). 2 i

I1. Adminigtration.

Oloricel assistanco for your Mcodiocal Officer of Health
gcontinued to be carriocd cut by the Sonior Clerk end staff at the
Central Health 0ffica, Norwich, whilc cloea touch wae maintained
with the Dies Offico.

The Banitary Inspcctor, Mr.E,D,Edwards, whose conscicntious
and roliable work was much appruociatod by your COouncil, tock an
appointment at Saffron Walden in August and for the remaindor of the
year your Oouncil was without the sorvices of a Banitary Inspoctor.
During this timc meat inspection was carried out by a local firm
of veterinary surgeone and othoer ossontial dutics covared by
officers and staff of the Oouncil,

At tho ond of January 1956 your Oouncil wna.plﬁaaﬂd to wolgoma
Mr.I.0.Prowsc (whosc Roport for 1955 is appondod) to £ill the
vacant post,






(¢) Infant Mortality

As in 1954, tho infant mortality rateo
(deaths under ono yoar of ago per 1,000 live
births) was nil, Tho infant moxrtality rato
for England and Walos was 24.9 and was the lowoest

-'‘gver rocorded in this country.

It is doubtful whothor the forogoing statistics for
Dies, in 1955, can ovor bo improvod upon. It is tho
rosult, not of any onc particular foaturo of public hoalth,
but of thec combinod offorte of all thoso workerse, modical
and lay, who havo been activo in the wolfaro of tho
inhabitante over tho past yoars.

(f) Expootation of life (England and Walos)

In 1841 tho oxpootation of 1life, at birth,
was 40 years for boys and 42 yoars for girls;
in 1910 the figuros wora, Trespoctivoly, 52 and
Eg. In 1954 tha oxpootation of 1lifo roso to

yoars for boys and 73 yoars for girls,

Infootloue DisoaBoE

(a) 8ixty ocescs of infoctious discasce wore
notifiod by gonoral practitionors during 1955
comparcd with eighty-one in 1954. Twanty-saven

- of the notifications woro momselee and twoenty-seven
whooping-oough,

(b) Whooping—gough immunisation of infante
(ofton combinod with diphthoria immunisation)
continuoe to bs practiscd. In the early monthe
of 1lifo tho dogroo of protooction afforded by
whooping—-oough immunipation is uncortain and is
thoroforo postponod until the fifth to the
otghth month of lifo. Unfortunately it is in
the firet 'six montha of lifo that this disocasc
is most dangorous, In England and Walos in
19544 68,3% of doathes from whooping—cough Wora
in thoso undor 12 months of ago, tho majority
of those in the first six monthe of life. The
wholo question of the protootion afforded by
whooping—oough vacoine is etlll undor
invoetigation by the Modical Rosce&rch Oouneil,

(o) Diphtharia

In England and Walos tho incidoneco of
diphtheria romained much tho same in 1955 as
in 1554, Thore werc 161 notifications and
11 daaths. It must bo romorbercd, of coursa,
that thore werc 18,500 cases &s recontly as 1945
with 722 doaths.

Tho objoct of tho immunieation campalgn
romaing the eamg; %o soouro immmunisation of
not loss than ?Eﬁ of babice boforc tholr first
birthday., At the prosunt timoe tho poroaentage
of infants immunisod (in England and Walos) is
only half this figurae, i1.0. 36% in 1954 and
38.4% in thoe firet'half of 1955,

Howover, it is satisfactory to know that
in Aros 5 (Dise, Wymondham, Loddon, and Depwade
d¢ietriots), 463 childron undor fivo yoars of
ago woro imminisod and tho births for the year
wore 577. :
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Table 9.

SUMNARY OF BIRTH AND DEATH RATEH

L

-|1949 | 1950 | 1951 | 1952, 1953 | 1954 | 1955 |
Live Births -(pezr. 1,0 | (35)] (51), (58) | (62) | (47) (50)  (64) |
Diss Urban Digtriet. | 10,3 | 14,0 | 16.8 | 17.8.:13ed . 1k | 378
Aren 5, : 13.5 14.9 15,4 15,6 1443 - 1344 1443
England and Weles: | 16.7| 15.8 | 15.5 . 25 3 15.5- 15.2 | 15,0
8till Birthe (per 1,000 [ (2) | (3] 4{Hil} (2) -}+(33 (1) !{Hil)
' ota Tths |
Dies Urban District. | 28,0 19.2! 0.0 31.2]| 60.0 g I 0.0
| Area 5, |'e7+0 | 23.0- 26,8 , BA.0'1 17.1 12048
| England and Walos, {Not puhllahodj 22,6 | 2B, 4 24¢u 23,1
| . | ! :
| Grude Deaths (per 1,000 pu E55} {503| (55) (49% | (44) [45)F (34)
Dies Urban Digtrict. 16 1 13.7 1 15,9 14,1 | 12,6 | I 9.%'
Area 5, | 13,21 32,1 | 14.0 ! 12,6 | 16.91 11 g &
England and Walce, !11.? 11,6 F12 5, 11,5 111 4. 11.3-,11.7
k5 ¥ 1
] | i
Infant Mortality Eger Kwi1 {(wil) | (2) )': {2} {Hilj {H11}
;000 1ive births) ' - G
Diss Urban Dietriot. i 0.0 0.0 _-_51'-'545 | g ;‘D I ID’
I Areca 5, 21,0 1-5:-15 E? E I EB 8 é ?11 -D
| England and Wales. !32.9 29.8 | 29.6 27.0 |2 25 5 24.9
] 1
1"IICI'TE:- Figures in bracgkets ere tho actual numba:l:'s for Dies U D.
Teble 10. NOTIFIGATIONS OF IEFEGTIGUB DISEASES {EEQQUDIHG ggggg ggg;g)
(According to igo Groups) — Diss Urban District
| 0-2 | 3-4 | 5-9 | 10-14  15-24 ' Oves ! Tutal :
| yre yre | yre yre. { ¥yrg (-85 l
f i
Mcaeglee i ] e 16 I 7 = 1 ' ET i
Whooping Oough TR O O 1.} = L el
|  Pneumonia - - - - - 5 E 5
| Food Poisoning il - - o e
| Total 12 B L3 ani® 1 = o R

Table 11.

ngxugycg OF INFEOTIOUS DISEASE DURING 1955 (OTHER THAN
TUBERCULOSIE) —~ Diss Urban DistTict.

| | Quu:tﬂrs : L
1 | 1st | 2nd 3rd | 4th

| Moaslos U2 el o5 € o T
| Whooping Oough af |~ = L= ) sy
| Pnoumonia 4 T o S T T
| Food Poisoning = e e L e I
i 1 q

f Total [ 32 (@& g § = ) ied







Tablc 16 .

- DIPHTHERIA IﬁHUHI ATIGﬂ
Tho: fclluming is the numbor of notifications

of primary and boostur injectione rocoived during
the laet eiX yo&re in rospeot of Area 5.

Primary Injections

Boostur Injzctions ' !

i Under | Total | Age Total Aga ~ | Total |
! 1 yr., | Under | 5-14 Under | 5-14 | t
J | b yma. i 5 yre. |
1955 283 | 4 S £ | aensp
| 1954 gt iﬂg | 171 ; gk g_j i 532
| 1953 A | 3 36 |1, 53 2,776
| 1952 ! 551 G 15 59 1,070
1951 | st = S 3 178

1950 | | 487 | 1po 447 | 1,040
Table 17, VAGCINATION AGAINST SMALLPOX

Vaceination of children (undor five yoars of ago)

during the yeers 1951 to 1955 repident in the District
and Area 5, are shown in the following tabla,

; | ‘Diss U.D. Area 5, :
; { 1951;19521953 1954 | 1955 | 1951 1952 1953I1954 1955
Number of live L :

births 8\ 62| 47! 50| 64 61? 623 5?4! 560 | 577
| registored, | PR 2R [ , : |
| Number of - _ ? E I E
vaccinations 42; 25| 18! 29 33 | 496| 315 391 375 | 6l
| Tecorded. i : [ i ' : _
' {0 ~ i yeare), . : i ’ |
| i ! ] | I
| Peroontago 72, 40| 38 56} 51 | 80| 50! 68) 67| 62|
' veceinated, i ' | i i i i
Table 18, DEATHS DUE TO CANCER — Dise Urban District

Yumbzr of dogaths

A

Percentage of
total deaths.

(1948 1949 | 1950 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955
113 s s ! TR T
i e3 ! 20 E 14 1 9 i 20 16 l 17 A
| ! ! ! |r

Table 19,

DEATHS DUE TO CANCER - drea 5.

| Number of deaths,

Percentage of

| deaths.

| 1948 11949 | 1950 '1951 11952 | 1953 | 1954 {1955

83 ? B2 I 84 | 86

: 82 ] 74 | e | T8
| 16.9 16 EI 17.3 15 3163 16 9 [18,5 15,2







When an unsatisfactory result wae obtained, the supply wase
chlorinated and the occupier advieaed to boll the water before
use. In ono instancc tho woll wase closed, the occupler having
& roadily availablc supply from a Oouncil standpipeé.

5 samples of water woro taken from the Swimming Pool in the
Distriet and woerc satisfactozry.
PUBLIC HEALTH AOT 1936
Segtion 75 (Provision of Dustbins ctc.)

33 acomplainte wero reoelved concorning defective or
insufficiont dustbine, 88 & reeult of informal action dustbine
werg provided or ronoWod et theeo promisas,

Scofion 83 (Filthy or vorminous pramisgs)

No promigos in & filthy or verminous condition were ubsatvad
or gomplained of during tho year.

Boction 92 (Nuisa@nocs) (Mot including matt;:g dealt with
undor Saction

Some 46 complaints of allogod insanitary conditions were
rocelved, recorded and invustigated. 44 of these complainte were
Juﬂtiflad but only 28 woro mettors that could b classod as
nuisances undor this scction tho remaining 16 complaints
congerning esuch mattors &s rodont infestationes.

Ae & rosult of thess complaints 28 informal or verbal
noticos Were eerved requiring the sbatemant of the nuisanca.-
1 Statutory notico was als¢ sorved and complied with. It was
not necessary to resort to legal proceedings in any instancoe.

A summary of defeots romgdiod is apponded.

Boction 167 (Disinfagtion of pramiscs, 8rticles oto.]

"Following onc casa of infoctious discasc tho aisinlestign gf
rooms and articlde therein was cerriod out,

Bootion 269 (Qontrol of movoable dwalli

& visits waere mads to sitos of movasble and other tomporary
dwellings. In gach caso the dwaellings wero maintained in &
sanitary and hygionic manncer, with suitable aﬂnltary accommodation
and water supply roadily availabla,

2 sites and 4 moveable dwellings wero licenscod during the
}rear. s s 4

frovantion pf ¢ by Posts dct 1 _

The work of rodent destruction during thé'ﬁﬁur Was aarriﬂiﬂ'
out vory officiontly by onc pert time Rodont Opoerator at a low =
coet to the Council.

Infastations warh revealod by complaint or during routine
inspeoctions, and in‘moet casce worc investigated initially by
your Banitary Inespoctor.

Infostations were rocorded at tho following type of
Pramiseg:—

Privatc Housese
Oouncil Housas
Business Pramises .
Qouncil Propoerty
Bchools

:ﬁnhxa4ﬁ
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