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(e)

The Changing Ase Structure of the Population.

Considerable interest has beern focussed on the change
in-the age structure of the population of England and
Wales at the. present time. The fact that the number
of old people in the population is steadily increasing
has significant social and econemic implications. In
the introduction to the Report of the Ministry of
Health 1953, the Chlef Medical Officer comments on
this problem, ~ "One of the commonly held fallacles is
that az time goes on the proportion of the population
in the normal working ages will be materially reduced,
While this proportion may in fact become slightly
smaller, the main long-term change to be expected is
that there will be on the cne hand more old people

and on the other fewer children in the population.

We are in fact approaching the age distribution to

be expected in a stationary population with relatively
low mortality. The main implications of this change
for our health services are already fairly:ciear.

The burden of 111 health in o0ld people can be
exceedingly heavy but in taking steps to alleviate

" that burden by appropriate preventive care and

rehabilitation we can also ensure that the resources
of the hehlth services are not unduly s trained,

tne factor contributing to the changes in age.
distribution is the rapid decline in-the--birth rats -
since the beginning of the century and 1its recent
tendency to settle at a level just sufficient for each
generation to replace itself. The other main factors
are the greatly Increased expectaticn of 1ife of the
infant at birth, the contemporaneocus and accelerated
fall 1in the Infant mortallty rate and the remarkable
decline in mortality among children In later yeprs.
Under the conditlons ruling in 1838<54,'a male infant
at birth might have been expected to _].iva rather less
than 40 years, By the period 1871-80, his expectation
of 1ife had increased to 41.4 years, Between the
periods 1881-90 ard: 1910-12 1t again increased to 49.2
years and be tween 1920 and 1952 to an expectation of
more than &7 years of life.

This does not mean,. however, 'that old people are
1iving much longer, and any impression that they are
is a further misconception which is not borne out bg
the statis tics. Considering the expectation of life
of males again, we find that the expectation of 1life
at 65 years of age was in 1838-54 10,8 years and in
1962 12.0 years, Thus old people are not living
appreciably longer, What 15 happening is that many
more of us are now attaining the age of 65 than was
the case formerly and 1t is only in this sense that
we are becoming an older population: we are still a
very long way from becoming a nation of centenarians”,

V. Infectious Diseanses (other than tubsrculpsis)

(a)

(b)

Elghty-one cases of infectious diseases were notified
by general practitioners during the year and
seventy-three of these were cases of measles, leasles
was making 1ts usual biennial] appearance,

one case of Scarlet Fever (in the mild form
characteristic nfiﬁreasnt day infections) occurred in
a school girl, e usual precautions were taken to
prevent the spread of infection,






VI. Tuberculpsis

Four new cases of Tuberculosis wers racurded within the Diss
Urban District during the year, ‘Three of these were lung
tuberculosis and the fourth an Infection of the glands of the neck,

While notifled cases in England and Wales show 1ittle decrease
in recent years nevertheless a substantilal decline in mortality
from tuberculosis iz recorded, Deaths In 1953 were only 40 per
cant of what they were iIn 1948, The more thorough follow-up
of contacts and the more extensive use of mass radiography may
account, to some extent, for the sustalned level of notifications.
In 1953 approximately one out of every twelve new cases was
detected by examination of contacts and one out of every five by
mass radiography.

Of the three new cases of lu tuberculosis recorded in the
Diss District two were detected b:.fngthe Norwich Mass Radiography
Unit which visited the Tewn in July.

The very useful work of this Unit covered, during the visit,
a wider fleld than the Diss Urban District. e followling figures
extracted from the report of the Medical Director show the final
result of the Diss survey:

Males Females Total
Hos of Hiniature X-ray Examinations, 1,148 1,114 2,262

No. of Cases of Pulmonary T.B. found:-

(a) Active Cazes,

(b) Cases requiring observation at
Chest Clinic.

(¢) Inactive Post Primary Lesions.

(d) Previously diagnosed cases,
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The number of active cases revealed comparea favourably with
the rate for England and Wales, 1.e. five active cases represents
2.2 per 1,000 cases examined conpared with a general rate of
3.3 per 1,000 for England and Wales, :

~ Susceptibllity to tuberculosis is greatest in the 15-24 age
group and, in the same group, femalss are almost twice as susceptible
to the disease as meles, It follows, therefore, that any initial
affort to reduce the incidence of tuberculosis by vaccination should
be introduced at the schoolleaving age. ‘In 1954 the Minister of
Health approved the extension of B.C,G, vaccination te chlldren
approaching their fourtesenth birthday. In the County an offer of
vaccination was made to school leavers attending thee schools
within a ten mile radius of Norwich, i1.e. potential cilty worlkera.
This inveolved only one scheool in Area 5, Wymondham Secondary Modern
School, where the response by parents and children was very good.

: The fact that the children of Diss Church School might have
been exposod to a speclal risk of tubercular infection called for
a speclal survey by the County Tuberculesis Clinic. Fifty children °
(15%) out of three hundred and for ty-nine gave evidence by a
positive skin test of having had a tubercular infection (slight

or otherwise) at some perlod 1in their 1lives. This is a normal
result as is also the fact that one=third of the children in the age
group 1l4-15 were found to be positive reactors.

A1l the positive reactors (including members of the staff)
were X-rayed at the Norwich Chest Clinic: it is satisfactory to
record that no unsuspescted cases of tuberculosis were detected.
The willing co-operation of parents and teachers in an
Investigation such as this deserves reccord,






XI. Section 47 of the National Assistance Act and the
Problem of the Aged, :

Under Section 47 of the Natlonal Assistance Act powers are
given to a Local Authority for the compUlsory removal of cer tain
persens to hospital or other sultable premises, on the recormendation
of the ledical Officer of Health, Needless to say this is not a
duty 1lightly under taken and every effort is made to find an
alternative solution to the foreible uprooting of the 0ld and infirm
from their quiet but Insanitary homes and thrusting them unwillingly
into the action of institutional 1ifs. Fortunately no such cases
arose In the Diss District during 1954, Hever thelegss action under
Section 47 is frequently aveided only by the quiet tactful work
of the Welfare Officers who convincingly point out the advantages
to be gained from entering & local institution. Here it should
be sald that very few, once admitted, wish to return to their
former 1living condltions.

The ques tion now arises as to what should be done to prevent
a state of affairs in which an elderly person, Infirm and incapable,
lives under such inganitary conditions that no neighbour or paid
Home Help 1s wigarad to give assistance. Some soclal workers
are of opinion at the position is aggravated by the lack of
sense of responsibility on the part of children and relatives:
that 'the family responzibility characteristic of previous )
generationz is now mnrving towards a responsibility which is
essentially communal,

A weapon to counteract the effects of this tendsnecy is
growing in s trength. Fos tered by Welfare Officers and Sccial
Workers, 0ld Peoples Clubs are steadily increasing in popularity.
Through the medium of Commi ttee work and with close 1iaison between
Welfare Officer and Health Visitor, potential problem-elderly-persons
within the Clubs!' working areas can be helped before they reach the
final stages of neglect. For this reason alone the inltiatlon of
01d Peoples! Clubs organised to keep a kindly eye on all old
people within a parish deserves every encouragement, =

The welfare of the aged is not merely a social problem 1t is
becomning a medical problem which grows in intensity with the years,
ligre people are living to old age than ever before and while immense
+ advances have been made in saving the 1lives and keeping the health
of the young much less progress has been possible in prevention
of the diseases of o0ld 2ge - brain haemorrhage, cancer, and the
falling heart. ;

For years we have saved the 1ives of babies to swell the'ranks
of the chronic sick in old age. The infant mortallty rate touches
a new low record in each succeeding year: 1t is natural that we
ghould contrive to find a good ending to a werk so well begun,

Our best contribution to the welfare of the elderly is Housing
- carefully planned, labour smrin%, and accident-proof as possible.
Add to this kindly supervision, whe ther by Health Visi tor, Warden,
or Club Conmittee, We fuss over infant welfare: the aged. need
equal attention,

XII, Accldents in the Home D AR

Accidents in the Home in England and Wales continue to
increase year by Yyear, Fatal home acclidents in 1949 numbered
4,904:; In 1953 the figure was 5,895 (over 1€ every day), and
incomple te figures available suggest 1t willl be higher again in
1954, The cost to the whole country in hospltal treatment alone
for home accidents 1s be tween 4 million and 5 million pounds a
year, From 1940 to 1949 over 60,000 people died from accidents
in the home compared with 48,000 in road accidents. In children
between the ages of one and four years a fatal home accldent is
the third largest cause of death.


















Tablie 10.

NOTIFICATIONS OF INFECTIOUE DISEASES

(EXCLUDING TUBIRCUTLCE

Diss U.D,

(ACCORDING T0 AGE GROUPS) -

Under | 1-28 | 3=4 | 5=0 | 10-14|15-24 | Over | Total
1 yrs | yrs | yrs yrs | yrs 25 =
Searlet Fever, - | = - I - = = 1
Measles, 2 i 9 16 | 38 3 1 ] 73
Whooping Cough.- e g ek 1 2 - - - 3
Pneumonia, - 1 = — - - - -8 3
Erysipelas, - (N - - - = 1 1
Total 2 ' 9 L7 5 484 A 1 7 g1
Table 11, INCIDENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE DURING 1954 {D'I'H_ER THAN
TUBERCULOSIS) ~ Diss 11.D,
| QUAR TERS
! lat 2nd 3rd 4 th Total
Scarle t Fever. 1 - - = 1
Whooping Cough, - - - i &
ieasles, 59 4 - - 73
Pneumonia, 3 - | = - a3
Eryeipalas. - - - 1 1
, | Total . . .73 ¢ - 4 81

Table 12.

NCIDENCE OF INFECTICUS DISEASES (EXCLUDING T.E,z

during last five years = Diss U.D.

| 1950 | 1951 | 1952 { 1953 | 1954
Soarlet . Fever. 1 = 1 - 1
Whoopling Cough, 11 50 12 4 3
ileagles, 71 9 45 1 T3
Pneumonia, 4 2 i - ]
Infective Hepatltis, 1 - - - -
Acute Poliomyelitis ® (Paralytic). - & & 1 -
Agute Poliomydlitis® (Non-FParalytic). 1§ = = - -
Food P&‘Isoning. : - 1 - - -
Erysipelas - - 1 - | 1
i)
Total 23] 62 60 B 1 21
Trahl;:u s '_*I'UEERtULﬂEIs (De t&ils of New Cases during 15\‘54]
Diss TJ.D.
| Age Pericd Pulmonary | Hon-Pulmonary
| F M F
. -! r
! D=4 - | = - -
5=14 - | - - a
15=2¢2 - 1 - -
23-34 1 ‘ 1 - -
Sh-44 - - - -
45-54 - ' - - -
55-64 B - -
65 & over = i - - - ]
|_ Total | 1 ’- 2 - R T













WATER SUPPLIES AND WATER SAMPLES

tiain Supply. This, the responsibility of the Council's Watsr
ﬁmgineer, continued to give a result of 'Highly Satisfactory! during
e Year.

Other Supplies. There was 1 complaint of an unsatisfactory well
water supply but when sampled this water gave & bacteriological’

result classed as 'Highly Satisfactory!. It was evident that the
ungatisfactory nature of the water was due to the high degree of
hardness, The complainant, being owner/occupler of the premises
cfncirned, was recommended teo install a small water sof tening
plant,

2 routine samples of well water were also taken and each gave
a report of 'Hlghly Satisfactory'.

. & water samples were talen from the swimming pool in the
district and were satisfactory.

FUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936.

Section 75, (Provision of dustbins etc.) 34 complaints wera
received concerning defective or insuif iclent dustbins, 2 of these
complaints were not jus tifled, As the result of IiInformal action
dustbins were provided or renewed at 32 different premises.

Section 83, (Filthy or verminous premises) 2 cages of premises iIn
a ¥ con pn were lound an B8 With, No premises in a
verminous condi tion were observed or complained of during the year.

Section 92, (Nuisances.) (Not including matters dealt with undsr
Section ome ¢complain alleged Insanltary con ons
were recelived, recorded and investigated,. 95 of these complaints
were Justified but only 51 were matters that could be classed as
nuisances under this Section, the remaining 44 complaints concerning
such matters as rodent 1nf‘ea%at1(:rna, etc,

As a result of these complaints and also by routine Inspections,
44 Informal or werbal notlces were served requiring the abatement of
nuisanecs, 3 Statutory Notices were alsp served of which 2 ware
complied with and 1 cancelled as the result of alternative action
under the Housing Acts. It was not necessary to institute legd
proceadlings in any inatancs.

During the year 37 nuisances were abated, and 37 informsl and
2 Statatory lotices complied with.

A summary of defects remedied 1s appended,

Section 167, (Disinfection of premises, articles ete,) Following
coses ol dlsease, the disiniection of rooms and arcicles therein
was carried out in 3 ins tances.

Section 269, (Control of muvaah;g ﬂﬁellinga;l 14 visits were made
to moveable and other Gtemporary dwe ngs which consisted generally
of modern trailer type caravans. The dwellings and their sites were
maintained in a sanitary and hygienic mammer with sui table sanitary

accommodation and water supply readily available.

7 gites and 7 movedble dwelllngs were licensed during the
year,






aection TI. {Demnlit![un of individual unfit houses )

Action under this Section of the Housing Act 1936, was as
follows:-

Demolition Orders made, - 1, (House vacant at date of Order),

Closing Orders made. 3., (7 persons displaced and rehoused
by the Council),

Under takings accepted., 1. (House not to be used for living

purposes, 5 personsa diasplaced
and rehoused by the Council).

Part IV, Housing Act 1936

One case only of Statutory Overcrowding was found and recordsd
during the year, The family concerned found suitable alternative
accommodation of their own accord a few weeks after they were found
to be living under overcrowded conditions, Ho action was required
by the Council in this Instance and there were no other lmown or
recorded cases of Statutory Overcrowding within the district.

General,
36 Council Houses and 5 Private Dwellings were comple ted and

occupied during the year, there now being an approximate total of
1352 inhabitated’ dwellinga within thé district,

HOUS ING_REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT 1954,

Part II, There were no applicatlons for Certificates of Disrepair
By tenants of houses where a landlord had claimed a repairs

increasze in rent, Such applications for a certificate can be made
to the Council by a tenant who considers his house 13 not in
sufficiently good condition to warrant an increase in rent under this
Act, Where the Council are alse of the samé opinion they are
regquired te issue a Certificate of Disrepair te the tenant,

FACTCRIES AND OUTWORKERS .

During the year 29 Inspections were made of premises registared
as Factories under the Factorles Act 1837, 3 inspections were
made at sites where bullding operations were in progress and
Section ¥ of the Act was enforceable.

There were 3 1nstances where Informal action was taken to
secure the cleanliness of sanitary convenlences and this action was
complied with 4n each case, Informal actlion was also talen In
1 inatance to secure the provision of proper sanitary accommodation
at a factory, this matter was deferred by agreement until early 1in
1955 pending renewal of lease by the present cccupler,

There were no known or recorded persons ‘carrying on Oubtwork
wi thin the district,

'Ihe prescribed particulars on the adminis tration of, and ag
required by the Factories Act, i3 appended.

' SHOPS ACT1950 :

Only 6 inspections of shops were made specifically under this
_Act but the reguirements were enfarced at the same time as
inspections of various types of shops were carried out for other

. purposes, .

No contraventlons were recorded.

|-41-|-












Trade Refuse Collection, f scheme for the collection of trads
Teluse was pUt Into force as and from the 1st of May 1954.

The basis of this scheme 1s that all refuse collected from
each business or premises In separate occupatlion shall be contained
in standard size bins (up to 32 cub,.ft,) and in each case each bin
over Two put out for collection shall be charged at ths rate of 6d
per week, Those premises with over Two refuse bins belng guaranteed
a’ weekly collection,

An average of 14 excess bins from 10 different business
premises were collected each week after the scheme was put into
oparation, It was found that the number of bina put out faor
collection was reduced at several premises and this scheme has, in
effect, caused some saving of time spent on refuse collection.

About this period no perscns were allowad to depcoslt rubbliah
at the Refuse Tip without a written authorisation, The main object
of this belng to prevent indlscriminate tipping by unknown perscns
and nuisance due to the incorrect placing of refuse in the Tip,
which before had caused time to be spent by the refuse collectors to
elear and tidy the Tip after such persons had left the area and
could not be traced. ;

fu thorisatien was not withheld provided the person authorised
carried out certain simple requirements printed on the
au thorisation form., Varying charges were made for tipplng - -
facilitles at the Tip, from 1/-d for a casusl leoad to 7/64 per
quartar year fer certain business concerns whe wished to usa the
Tip regularly.

Salvage, There was an incresse in the value of paper salvage during
the year and a 1ittle more was collected, The result being an
improved return from same compared with the Two previous years,
Comparable figures are as follows:=-

Calendar Year, Was te Paper Seld, Approx. Value,
1954 532 tons, 18 ewts, O ars, £145
1953 30 tons. & ewts., O qra, e
1952 . 26 tons. 12 ewts, 2 grs. b .Eh'.'.‘r
1251 41 tons. 8 cwta, 0O gra. £456

Dus tbin Hire Scheme. Dus tbins were supplied to 26 addltional
premises during the year and 3 bins previously supplied were renewed.
The total number of premises supplied with dustbins under this
scheme was 95 at the end of the year which represents a total of

105 dustbins on hire. i

The scheme continued to work very smoothly and was much
appreciated by those persons taking advantage of 1t,

CONCTUS I QN .

I consider "that the main items of Interest during the year
ware ;- .

[a) the cunplé tlon of the Housing Survey,

(b) ths gradual commencement of actlon under the Housing
ALcts to secure the demolition ete,, of unfit houses and,

{¢) the attaining and mailntaining of & !'7 day! refuse’
collection in the Town, ;

-8~





















