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4 mecsurc of the change in your aren is that the elonnnt demnnd
for houscs continues, both in spite of n relatively static
populntion and of new houscs constructed, Here there wos no war
damnge and although there is o tendeney for families to bo smaller
ond therefore o larger number of familics in any given population,
I fcel, that the largest singlc cause of the econtinmuing necd is o
demnnd for o gencral roising of the standard of living.

Population, Births and Deaths.

The Registroar General cstimntes your population at 3,448 compared
with 3,509 in 1950.% There worce 58 births during the year and
55 deaths, giving o natural incrensc of 3. There tlus oppears
to hove becn some movement of persons awny from your arcn during
the Yelr.

Causes of Death.

There were 55 denths, of which only 5 cccurred under the age of
50. Therce werce none between the ages of 5 and 30. (Table B).
Cancer accounted for 5, i.o., some 9% of the total. There were
2 deaths under the age of 1.

These numbers are too smnll for any deductions to be drawn
from the rotes derived from then.

Infectious Discoscs, cxeluding Tuberculosis.

52 coses were notified during the yoar, of which 50 were due
to whooping cough. The result of a cnrmful'trial corricd out by
the Medienl Research Council during the year, has shown that
immmnization gives considerable protcetion agninst this discose.
Fower cnscae occour and those which do arc milder. It is not,
however, as cffective as that agninst diphtheria. Pending other
arrangements, protection is available to all children, through
their fanily doctors. It is during the first yeor life thot
complicotions with permonent sequelae arc most likely in this
disecnasu and every effort should-be mnde to sccurc the innoculation
of childroen as soon ns possible, nfter six months of age.

Tubereulogis.

Four new coses werc notified during the year, all of thom .
pulnonaxry. During the year a completc overhnul of the
tuberculosis registor has been undertnken, with the result that
the total now remaining is 22, I am plenscd to be able to -
report on inprovement in the working of the arrongementa for the
control of %ubcrculosis and the bed position for new casce is as
satisfoctory here ns anywhere, judging by the relativily short
wolting period.

Immunizotion and Voecination.

It will be seen from Tnble 16, that some 70% of the children
of school age have becn immunized agningt diphtherin. The
figurc for pre-school ehildren however, is only 46% and I would
like to sec this higher, The figures for vaccination in Diss
cormare favourably with the rest of Aren 5 and for the country
as o whole, as shown in Table 17. .

¥ The Census figurcs for 1951 arc now available. The mid-yoor
population was 3,505, compared with 3,421 in 1931.
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By thus sprending the fanily life throughout the house, the
risk c¢f the spreanding of infeetion is alse reduced.

Another point, smnll but of considerable inportnnce, is that
we siould control the entry of air into ~ room, as well as into
the fire. Every appliance which burns fuel requires = cortain
apount of air and this must be fortheconing from sonewhere,
usunlly round the window frames, under the doors and through
kayholos, Many are the erude attenpts made to bloek up such
sources of droft. If they were succcssful, the only result would
be that the fire would gpo out |

There are scvernl types of applinnce which utilize an under-
the=floor duct lending from the the outside air to the hearth,
and the provision of such air entry is worth considering in new
houses.

Su far, over 100 houses have becn placed in Cotegory B, as a
result of the survey, i.e., incapable of repair nt o reansonable
coat. I would emphnsize thnt houses placed in Cotegory 5, in
the opinion of your Officers, hove alrerdy possed beyond the state
where they can boe of any further use to the conmunity. Except
in exceptional circumstonces, continmaed deteriorantion is all that
can be expected for these propertics. During the year, four
denolition orders were nade by the Counecil, Houscs nre beconing
worn out ot a greater rate than this. The nunber of inhabited
dwellings in your District is 1,231 ond it follows that ot the
present rnte of clenrance, it will be at lenst 30 yeora before the
present unsatiafnctory housce are dealt with. On the basis of
100 yoors ns the avernge useful live of n houase, an average of 12
reguire to be denlt with privately, or by the Council overy year =
this assuning there is no baek log, such ns exists at prcesent.

I wouid reconmend the Counecll to consider ndopting o definite
peliecy townrdas the clearnncce of theae places.

I would further draw the attention of the Council to the fact
thnt of the 213 applicants for new houscs, only some 10 arc known
to be living in Cotegory 5 accommodation. (Full informotion is
not available), I am sure, however, that only a relativoly snanll
percentage of those living in unfTit acconmodation have scon £it to
nake applieation for a Council tenancy. I do not know to what
exten® this is duc to the faet that they are content to live in
their present conditions, or that they feel unable to afford the
rent of o new housc, heavily subsidized though it nay be.

Sooncr or later. the Counecil will hnve to face up to the need of
what is virtually slum clearnnce.

The Housing Act, 1949, gnve the Council power to build for all
elasses, but it is nceessery for cnre to be taken that provision
is still made for thot portion of the community for which locol
authorities were originanlly given power to build, i.e,, those
who were for sonc renson unable to provide a satisfoetory hone
for thonselves and their fanilies. In so far as there are
persons in necd of re-housing on public health grounds, it is
within my province to point out that there are familice living in
Council housca whose overall income is such aos to render o statc
gubsidy quite unnecessary.

Turing the year seven further eascs of statutory overcrowding
were reported to the Henlth Committee, bringing the total to 9,
and I an pleased to record that the Council hns arranged to
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in squalid conditions which they tend to perpetuate when they
grow up, norry cnd atort their own hones.

Thesc fanilies, nany of them known te you individunlly, are
brought to the official notiee of this Council mainly through
their housing circunatonces and there ias no deubt thot the
najority are in urgent need of better housing conditions.

I an of the opinion, hewever, that rmch nore comprechensive
nensures then rchousing alonce are required if there is to be
any hope of rchobilitating n substantial propertion of these
fanilies - even nere inportant, if there is to be any hope of
preventing the relatively large nunber of children following in
their parents' footsteps.

At the present tine, the problen in Forfolk is dealt with
piecenenl, ench departnent giving what help it can and most
hegitating to give any at all beenuse of the belief that any
hely given is wnsted. There is urgent nced for a comprchensive
overnll poliey in regnrd toc these fanilies which would inelude
an agscegsnent of their nunmber ond type and ensure co—ordination
between 2ll the interested parties.

My oxperience sugrests thot o major factor in the pajority of
these fanilies is the presence of o mother of poor inteliigence
who has sufficicnt intelligence not to require statutory super-
vision but not sufficient ability te nnintain o hone - a Job
which requires ability to plan, budget nnd sustain an orgonised
wny of life,

& pon of sinilar intelligence level ean alnost niwoys earn his
own living becouse the jobs he is able to retain are usually
these where he ig required tc de routine work under supervision
and which nake no dennnds on hig initintive.

The children from these fanilies eon be picked out without
mach difficulty nt school and I doubt if the content of education
provided for thon at present is thnt which will be most likely
to prevent their perpetuating the circurstances when they then-
selves becone adult,

The faetunl infornntion available is however very linited

and the whole matter requires rmuch nore ottention than hns been
given to it heretofore.

Henalth Contre.

Although the population of your lown is cnly sone 4,000 1t is
the effeetive centre of a mch larger community - prebably in
the region of 15/20,000, about half of which is drawn fron
Suffollk.

The nearest comprchensive hospitnl services are gitunted in
Norwich and Ipswich - both equidistant ot nbout 22 niles - and
any persons seeking specinlist advice or requiring cutpatient
trentnent mist trovel to one of these ploces.

The Horfelk County Couneil provides some clinics loeally, c.&.
the Infant Welfare Centre, Speech therapy, Orthopoedic and Dentol
clinics, At prescnt these are held wherever space con be
provided for then.
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TABLE 10.

BIRTH RATTS, DEATH RATES, ANALYSIS OF MORTALITY, ITATERIAL
LITY AND CASE-RATES FOR CERTAIN INFECTIOU N

HMORTAL CTI0US DISEASES IN
! QUARTERLY HETURINS.
[ | 126 County i 148 Smaller Area 5
: { Boroughs | Towns (Ree-
i E and Great ident Pop-
{ England Towns ine- ] ulation
| and luding 25, 000-50, 000
Wales i London. 1 at 1931 Census
Rates per lLﬂﬂﬂ Home Porulation
Births: I '
Live Births 15.5 175 { 16,7 15.48
8till Births 0.36 0.45 ! 0.38 0.42
Deaths:
A1l Causes 12.5 13.4 g - T 1%.08
Typhoid and paratyhhoid 0,00 0,00 0.00 0,00
Whooping cough 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00
Diphtheria 0.00 0,00 0.00 0,00
Tuberculosis 0,31 0.37 0,31 0.25
Influenza 0,38 0,36 I 0.38 0.%0
Smallpox 0,00 0.00 I 0,00 0,00
Acute Poliomyelitis : |
(including poliocencephalitisi- ! 0,00 0,01 0.02
Pneumonia i 0.61 0,65 : 0.63 0,51
]
Hﬂiiilﬁégignﬂ (Corrected) f
Typhodi ever 0,00 0.00 i 0,00 0.00 !
Paratyphoid fevger 0,02 D.g& 0,02 0.00
Meningccoecal infection 0,03 | 0, 0,03 0.00
Scarlet fever .11 1.20 1.20 0.60
Whooping cough 3.87 3.62 4,00 et
Diphtheria 0,02 0,02 0,03 0.0
Erysipelas ! 0.14 0.15% 0.12 0.32
Smallpox | 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
Measles i 14,07 13.93 14,82 0.90
Pneumonia ; 0.99 1.0% 0.96 1.30
Acute Polliomyelitis !
(including poliocencephalitie)
Paralytic i 0,03 0,03 0,03 0.05
Non paralytic 0.02 0,02 0.03 0,02
Food Poisoning 0,13 alD 0.08 0.12
i
tas pe 0 ¥
Deaths . |
All causes under 1 year | i .
of age | 29.6(a) 33.9 2746 29.5
Enteritis and qiarrhoea) I
under 2 years of age. | 1.k 1.6 1,0 2.2 |-
otification orrected) t [o]
| * Live and &till
Puerperal fever and pyrﬁxia 1D.6é 13.77 «0 6.30
(a) Per 1,000 related live births.
e B T T T ——— —— P Y
Maternal Mortality in Englanc and Wales.
T Intermediate List No. | Number Rates per 1,000 | Rates per milli
and Cause. of Deaths Total Births, women aged 15-LL4

Al115 Sepsis of pregnancy, child
birth and the puerperium| 70
[Abortion with toxaemia [

4116(0ther toxaemiss of !
(pregnancy and childbirth | 167

All7 Haemorrhage of pregnancy |
and child:-birth i 91

A118 Avortion without mention of
sepsis or toxaenmia %
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All9 Abortion with sepsis
4,120 Other complication of

Eﬁegnancy, ilébirth &
e puerperium.

e e a2

0.10
0.00

0.24
0.13

0.05
0.09

0,18
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HOUSING.
INSPECTIONS.

During the year n totnl of 239 visits/inspceetions
hnve been mode to dwellings in comnection with Overcrowding,
Disrepair, Sonitaory Dofeets and other mmtters, nll of which
resulted in only 2 Statutory Notices being served on the Owners;
the remninder being remedied by personal contnet and informnl
nction. In regnrd to the stotutory notices it will be seen
thot further legnl anction woe not necessory.

CARAVANS - (TENTS, VANS, SHEDS & MOVELRLE DWELLINGS).

A emnll nunber of Carnvans, etc: have been stavioned within
the Urban Districtv during thce yeor, constituting "dwellings"
within the neoaning of the Act, ond in this connectior, 11
inspcections werc mnde. To cneronch on 1952, only One of these
Caravans hove eventunlly been licenscd, the sanitory arrangencnts
being sulitable and suffieciont in all respocts. :

ACCOMMODATION .

With-in the Urbon District there are 1231 inhnbited dwellings
31 of which are Form dwollings. In anddition to thuse a very
snall number of habitable propertics are vacant. The rnunber of
Council dwellings, including thosc¢ which have and are being
constructed during the year totol .. 234,

To consider proportionnlly the number of dwellings in
relation to the Population gnd the Acreagc of the Urban District
it would appear thot there are approx: 2% persons, per dwelling
and 24 dwellinge per acre. '

This does not eonvey a truec picture of the disvrict, as mach
of the aren is Fornm Londs, but is guoted as an interesting
comparison ard would assist to justify development on a radial
site plan centred on St. Mary's Church, for a lesser nunber of
dwellings per acre and maintaining all Sonitary anenities.

HOUSING SURVEY.

The Housing Survey is still being conducted os and when
procticable and although when completed will furnish information
of "ritnl Health inportance” it is regretted that progress is
slow, but will be faeilitated with ndditional and essential
cffice equipment which nmny be rognrded as “the tools for the job".

OVERCROWDING.

During the yenr the known cascs of overerowding in fonilles
wore inecrecsced from 2 to 9, and what moy be described as
progresaive achicvenent for the Henlth and Housing Cormittees is
the record of the re-housing of 7 of these fanilies and of 8
other fanilics who were occupying accomnodntion dangerous or
injurious to the health < tha2 inhabvitantos by reason of, congested
living conditions, sanitary defects and bad arrangenents cf sub-
standard dwellings.:

This re-housing, which nny be'said to be o ninor nunber when
conpared to the mojor loeal issue, involved 62 persons who are
now enjoying the henlth and environnental benefits of inproved
accommodntion.
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In contraet to above the following "hiatary“ is tabulated to
shoew progress in this Urban District under the provisions of the
Housing Acts since 1934 - 1952:-

Denelition Orders nade in respect of Inﬂivinunl Propertics .. 14.

Prﬂﬁertiﬁs Denolished by FPoronl oction ..eees T R e e e

" r o dmiternald aeBlon’s s sl eatdi et an R b R

Dwallinga now occupied with BLnﬂlitiﬂn Grdﬂrs vﬂlid ......... 2,

vacant Wrrm s S a0y g WO S R - e e 3.

Proporties with "Undertakings" {suc.ll] and used as Stores .. 3.
O0ffieinl Representation nade to Couneil in respoet of

Individunl Propertics and no further anction token ..occececss Ly

"Tine and Flaee" notice served and dwelling nade f£it by
Dmlerl CC 1#

e e e e = -

CONSERVANCY.

This year 1951 saw a chonge in the nethod of collection of
night-goil ond the enptying of Cesspools and Vaults - viz: the
switch over fron Dircet Lobour and Hire to Contrnct.

During the year nony nethods ond schenes were planned on
poper and over the office table but nlwnys the sane obstacle
"reared its ugly hend" - Labour and paynent of a suitable wage.

The nearest approach to o saotisfoctory sanitary speed-up in
the cleansings wns with the conmbination of Refuse and Night Soil
Collections. This too, collapsed, nfter being so near to
operntion and it wns intended to use o "utility type" tonker/
trailor constructed to own design. Labour foiled this attenpt,
but had it been successful the answer to the Cesspocl problen wos
not solved - inasrmch os o 'jenlous Authority'! wne still dependent
on ¢ neighbouring Aunthority and which nethod hnas since proved to
be vory costly indeocd.

The Contractor ecornenced ClL“nBiﬂgB frorn 3rd Decenber, 1951,
and work hoe proceeded EﬂDFtth and very satisfactory without
corpplaint, The finoneinl and tine-saving asscts are well known
to Council, c¢xcept perhaps, that the cost of additional Geaﬁpoﬂl
erptying 1s approx: 50% less than the Hire Method (Depwnde
an? thot when nny Vaulte are clecansced in addition to thot requiru
by controct, o large nunber can be deanlt with in o few hours
whereas previously gone individunl Vaults occupied 1 nan witﬁ
Horse for at lonst hnlf n dny. The Voults are now being epptied
by suction tanker.

The terrms of the Contrnet are such for o period of 3 years in
the first instnnece (terninable 3 nonths! notice on either side).
That all pails shall be enpticd at least once per week and nll
voults nnd cesspools nnptieﬂ at lensd twicc per onmun @ 624. per
House, Ldditional wault and cesspoecl cleansings at 15/- per
lond. Depwade R.D.C. now charge 10/~ per load plus o nileage
charge.

Although the financial bencfites fron such switch over in this
Tiecld of Publie Health service are not felt imncdintely the burden
of sone extra cxpense is the appreciation of scrvices given to
&n "unsavoury but essential" job of work and I rmst report that
the generous cction of the Council to retnin his sorvice wons
wornly welconeld by the past Operator. I believe the Citizens
of Dias, particularly those who occupy hones that are not
connected to the sower, also wolconed this resoluticn.
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SALVAGE. 4

The Hntionnl Waste Papcer Contoest wns orgonised from lst Jan.
-31st Decenber, 1951, and during this pericd a total of 41 tons
8 ewts. of nixed waste poper and eardboord wos colleeted,
renlising a total paynent to Council's account of £456, 2. 8d.

The "built up" arcen of the Urban District was divided intec £
sub~districts and on one half 2ay each weck a separatc collection
woe mndo. Townrds the ¢nd of the year this collection wns
curtaliled slightly do mnintain a weekly rofuse collcetion.

The iloan of The Trailer for this purposc by Councillor C.E.d.
Gnzec has becn o grent factor in achieving this effort to the
Hotionnl Rearmanent Frogramne and was also of great ossistance
when orgonising the nethod of collection, without a sericus
interruption of the refusc service. A pig net wos olso grate-
fully loanod by Councillor k.E.Bush but has since becn replaced
by The purchase of a propor sheet.

I would like to express ny thanks to Councilleors Goze and ?
Rush for their assisiance in this Nationally inportant service,
and to Mr. Jones, Monnger of the Locnl Cinemn, for his co-operation
in advertising the corpetiti-n aond collections ete. on the sereen.
Publiecity bills were Jisplayed by the Woste Paper Reocovery
Agacecintion on request and free of -charge. The poper vns sold
to Messras Richardsons Ltd. Norwich, who supplied the sancks; the
paper being bagged up by Council's employces and checkg weilghed
by The Prince Eegent Tar Co. for o very smnll fee (1/- per lond).

At the end of the year, the curitniled collection was still
in operation, but quantities arc reduced, mainly to sone loecal
traders and orgonisations renlizing the value of the waste paper
ete, and finding it more profitnble ne o source of income at
other 'narkets!'.

PEST CONTROL.

The work of pest control hns continrued to work wvery eatis-
factory with the employment of o part—tine Operntor, @ 2/6d., per
hour, and a certoin amnount of success in this respeet hna also
been achieved through the co-overation and liason of the Min., of
Arg. & Fizsh, represcnbative, of the Infeatntion Contrel Division,
in regord to lMinistry propertics in this district.

Dnring the year a total of 68 inspections were nnde and -
treatnent carried out to 30 properties. Also during the year,
Council rcsolved thet the sun of 10/0d. be charged in respect :
of Trade prenises znd 5/04. for ccch subsequent trontnent, L8
to forns and farn buildings o charge of 3d. per baiting point
for cach initinl treatnent. -

TPrentnent of the sewers wons corried out during nenths July/
huguet with o very satisfactory negative result. i total of
17 manholea were baited durding a '3 Consecutive Doy' schene.

Of the 34 Asricwltural properties within the Urban District
g are still under Contract with the Horfolk Agricultural
Exveutive Cermittee for pest control.

KEPORT OF TRELTMENT LND INSPECTIORS FOR YEAR ENDING 3%5% DEC.

1.
Properties: Liceal Dwelling  Agricultural Business Total.
Auth. Houses. & Indust
Total Ho. of
propertica in Be 1231. k -8 89. 1355,
Distriect.






SHOPS.

During the year o total of 20 visits/inspections were nade
in connection with the Shops Acte 1934-50.

Severnl shopa have closed and reopened during the yenr and
only 1 registered shop now remnins closed and vecont. - The
Sanitary Accornodation, i.e. wnter closet conveniences, heating,
tenperature, ventilation, lighting, wnshing facilitics and
arrangenents for taking of nenls by the Stnffa, hne in ench and
every instance been found to be suitable and sufficient.

*One "Certificote of Exenption"™ under sec, 10 of the Shops
Let, 1934, hns been renewed during the year, Totnl nunber of
"Exenption Certificntesa" issued is 11, viz: in respeet of
restricted accommodntion for the provision of Sanitary conveniences.
As the result of routine inspection it wns found only necessary
on 4 occasions to serve informnl notice in regord to general
clecanliness. (This does not inelvde shops retailing food
cornoditics ).

FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

Part 1 of the Act.

During the year a total of 25 inspections were mode of
prenises registered as Foctories, there being:-

34 Factories with Mechanical FPower,
15 Foctoriecs without Mechanicol FPower.
4 Other prenises under the Ach.

As the result of inspections under sces. 1,2,3,4, 6 & 7, of
the Aet, only 4 informnl notices were served.

These are analysed ans follows:—

w{.‘unt ﬂf 'Clur",nli‘ﬂﬂss, S-I- LR 2- 2!
Sanitary Conveniences, unsuitable
or defoeetive, BuoT Savicsitesanons vae 2, 2.

Part VIII of the Act.

No. of visits in conncction with Cutworkers, Sece.ll0 3. g
Ho, of persons registered as Outworkers ..iccsssascsass Ls

No. of notificationa recei?cﬂ‘ﬁnﬂ clnss of work:-
"The weaving of nny textile Fabrig" ..... l.

The prenises in this case being suitable and sufficient.

WETER SUFTFLY.

During the year 4 sanples of water were taken fron punps
with supply fron shallow wells for the purposc of baeteriologiecal
analysesa and were rcported as follows:-
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