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the ageing population and the acute shortage of houses for young
married couples. The former would cxplain the fact that the
crude death rate for Diss (13.7) still exceeds the rate for
England and Wales (11.6).

There was only one stillbirth recorded during the year -
o satisfactory position.

Causes of Death.

Causes and nges of death are shown in Tobles 6 and 7.
Disenscas specifically nmsocianted with old nge nccounted for
gEﬁ Eg the total nnd deaths from enncer amounted to 14% of all

eaths,.

There were no deaths of children under one year, neither
did any mothers die from causes assccinted with pregnoncy or:
childbirth. This is o highly satisfoctory stote of affairs,
reflecting credit on 2ll concerned.

Infectious Disense, excluding Tuberculosgis.

A totnl of 89 cascs of infectious ddsease were notified
during the year and details are given in Tables 10 and 11, The
exceas, over the very smnll numbers notified last year (14) is
accounted for by the minor outbrenk of measles occurring in the
early part of the year. There wns one death from influenza.

Tuberculosis,

Five new coses, two pulmonary and three non-pulmonary, were
notified during the year nnd three were removed from the register
asremoved from the district, orrested, and ns the result of death
efc., lenving o total of 23, Thesc are clnssified ns follows:-

Fulmonary, lale 11. Non-Pulmonary, liEle 2,
" Femnle 7. " Femnle 3.

There is recson to believe thot these figures moy be in -
excegs of the true number of coeces and nt the time of writing,
the register is being breught up to date.

The control of tuberculosis, resting ns it does in the hands
of three suthorities, for ench of whom nn attempt hns been mnde
to give clear-cut functions in denling with o disense in which it
is not procticnble to sepnrante such mntitera ns prevention
cescertainment, treatment, after care and socinl welfare, is
highly unsotisfactory.

Judging by the nmount that has becn written on this subjeet,
difficultics nre general throughout: the country. Pending
action ot o Notionnl level, however, District Medical Officers
in Nerfolk hnve agreed on o uniform method of kecping the
Tuberculosis Registoer and steps nre being taken to improve
linison between tho Regional Board, the County and yourselves.
It is hoped thot one outcome of these talks will be thot the
minimum routine informntion requircd by your Medieal Officer
will be forthcoming.

Vaceination,

Since voceinntion censcd to be compulsory there hns been o
rlling off in the number of children vaceinnted in the country
ns o whole. This is potentinlly o scrious danger. Therc ere
severnl cdvontages in carrying out primory vaccinntion during
infoney.
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

The cleansing services are under the direction and super-
visien of the Sanitary Inspector.

A new Ferdson Thames Refuse Collector has been ordered at a
cost of £688 which it is hoped to put into operation before

the end of the current year. This should maintain and improve
thig vital and ever expanding service.

Two men and one loader/driver are fully employed on refuse
colleeticn and disposal. These men are responsible for tip
maintenance and also for Salvage Collection. * + should be
noted that Refuse Disposal is net merely a matter of tipping
refuse into a hole. As far ns possible the Ministry cf
Health's recommendations for Controlled Tipping ore carried
out, The refuse tips are situnted on land in Palgrave
(Suffolk), rented at an annual cost of £15. The tip fires
have now burned themselves out.

During most of the yeor o weekly collecticn of refuse has
been mnintained and this is sufficient to meet 2ll the needs
c¢f the town. L lorge number of householders in Diss misuse
their dustbins. All clean Eﬂper and cordboard is valuable as
splvage; potato peelings, cobboge leaves, tea leaves ete.,
would be better burned. Garden refuse must not be put into bins.

The poor quality of the conl supplied to Diss is reflected in
the greatly increased weight of refuse collected during the
winter months. A trial weight of o week's collection of refuse
early in November (this wos quite o mild dry week) produced o
total of 18 tons 9 cwts. 2 gqra. 14 lbs, This weiggt will be
considerably incrensed during the winter months and not greatly
decrensed during the summer mcenths. Taking this weight as o
weekly average it will be seen that nearly 950 tons of refuse
are disposed of annunlly, which workes out at roughly £1. 1. 0d.
per ton for collection and disposal.

The collection ¢f refusc hos been grently extended during the
past two years and now covers the whole of the Urban District
with the exception of part of The Heywood which is essentially
rural in character. This can be seen more clearly from
figures - in 1947 the number of dustbins emptied weekly wos
€97, the present number is 1191, Smoller increases will
cccur annunlly os new houses are built.

The Council's scheme whereby dustbins con be hired at an
anmunl charge of 5/- is working successfully and smoothly, and
has been of grent sssistance to your Inspector in ensuring
thnt every house hns proper and hygienic storage for domestic
refuse, PFiftyscven bins hnve been provided under this scheme.

Humber of bins emptied weekly ....... 1191.
Number of now bins provided during year  15.

* Although the abote stotement is true as for 1950, :
circumstonces have changed ot the time of publishing,

which will be fully described in o later report.

SALVAGE.

It has been found pessible to ra-start the collecetion of
wnste caper on o reduced ascale, Skope and business premises
now hnve o regular coilection cnce every three weers; souses
are dealt with in the course of normnl refusce collcctlons,
Paper collected is not boled but is put ir sacks which are
supplied by the Woste Pnper Merchants, The price for waste
poper jumped from £3 o ton in April to £5 o ton in July.
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Infant Health visiting is carried out .= far as possible
by gualified Health Visitors but owing to the shortage these
duties are otherwise combined with those of the district
nurses who are also required to underto® home nursing. There is
no special provision for a night nursing service.

Section 26, Vaccination asgainst Smallpox and Diphtheria lmmunisation

These services are normally carried out by the medical
practitioners, but as already stated are available at Infant
Wiglfare Centres. There is no charge to the parents.

Diphtheria Immunisation sessions are also arranged at schools
throughout the arca and parents arg urged to give their consent both
for primary and reinforcing injections, and is carried out by the
local medical practitioners.

The County Council has made arrangsments for Registrars of
Births and Deaths to isBue to all persons registering births .
leaflets which stress the importonce of vaccination and immunisationt
This is followed up by a further pamphlet, in the form of a birthday
card, which is sent to the home by the Local Health Office when the ,
child reaches the age of one year

Section 27, Ambulance Sorvice

Ambulance for the conveyance of patients, othsr than infectious
disease cases are stationed at Attleborough, ﬁiss, Harleston, Beccles
and Norwich.

For potients suffering from infectious diseases, an ambul ‘nce and
a gitting-case car are available at East Dereham Isolation Hospital.
In addition, a sitting-case car service also exists for those patients
able to travel by car, but who are unable, for medical reasons to
travel by public conveyance.

Section 28. Prevention of Illness, Car and Atter-care.
&. Tuberculosis

Two Health Visitors are available in the County who are engaged
on af ter-care work and prevention and they also attend session at
the Chest Clinie. ©Shelters, bedding and other equipment is supplied ¢
when considered advisable 25 also is extra nourishment in suitable i
cases. o

B. Mental Health

After-care visits ore mads whers advisable by the two Iocal
Welfare Officers and a Psychiatrict Social Worker. These officers
have various other duties particularly under Section 51 Eﬁﬂtiggggw -

C. EFrovision of Nursing lquipment

Twelve British Red Cross Society and two St. John Ambulance
Erigade liedical Loan Depots have been established in t e area and
these are listed below, Sick-room equipnent and other items such as
wheel-chairs may be obtained on loan by applications preferably
supported by & doctor or district nurse. The Society or Brigade
istiaimburssﬁ by the County Council and there is no charge to the
patient,

Red Cross Harleston Long Stratton Diss
Toacolnston & Pulham Market Roveninghan
Ashwellthorpe Geldeston Loddon
Ashby Bergh Apton Wymondham
Hempnall t

5t. John, Diss Winfarthing










