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To THE CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
DISS URBAN COUNCIL.

UrBAN DistriIcT OF Diss. — — CoUNTY OF NORFOLK.
Area (in acres) 3,628 (including water).
Population:—
(el Caneeis 1O3 Lo s cains s st st e 3421
(b) Estimate of Resident Population, mid-1937 ... 3,318
Number of Inhabited Houses (end of 1937) ......... 1,020
Number of Void Houses (end of 1937) .................. 6
e T e i e R T £14,935
Sum represented by a Penny Rate .................. £69/5/8.05

LEGISLATION IN FORCE IN THE DISTRICT.

General Adoptive Acts and Byelaws relating to the Public
Health in force in the area:

1. Byelaws with respect to Tents, Vans, Sheds and similar
structures, used for human habitation, operative from 31st October,
1932,

2. Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890 (53 and 54
Vict. ¢.59), Part 3, operative from 2nd July, 1924,

3. Byelaws with respect to New Streets and DBuildings,
operative from Gth August, 1924,

4. Byelaws with respect to Slaughterhouses—operative
from 22nd January, 1925.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

Owing to the reconditioning of several houses the social
conditions have been somewhat improved, and compare favourably
with other towns in agricultural districts.  For various reasons
there has been an increase in unemployment of a seasonal nature.
There are no industries.

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL

AUTHORITY.
Medical Officer of Health—G. O'B. VINCENT, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
Sanitary Inspector—G. HANDEL JONES (part time Officer).
Other Public Offices held by him—Collector of Rates. Diplomas
of the Royal Sanitary Institute, Institute of Hygiene, and British
Red Cross Society.

District Nurses—NURSE A. TOLLAND, Q.N., S.R.N,,
13, Sunnyside, Diss. NURSE L. RAYNER, S.C.M., Apsley,
Victoria Road, Diss,
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HOSPITAL AND NURSING FACILITIES.
HOSPITALS.

(a) Non-infectious cases.  There is no local hospital.
Accident and other cases are treated at the Norfolk and Norwich
Hospital, Norwich.

(b) Infectious Cases. There is no local hospital. Arrange-
ment is made by this Council for emergency cases requiring treat-
ment to be admitted to the City of Norwich Isolation Hospital.

NURSING FACILITIES.

(a) Professional Nursing : General Nursing at the home is
given by the District and Maternity Nurses.

(b) Maternity and Child Welfare : A weighing centre is held
locally at the Church Hall once a month, when advice is given.
The centre is in charge of the District and Maternity Nurses.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES,

A motor ambulance for non-infectious and accident
cases is available locally. This ambulance is provided and
maintained by Public and Voluntary subscriptions.

BIRTHS.
Live Births—
Legitimate : Total Males Females
26 10 16
Illegitimate :
D 4 1
31 4 17

Birth rate per 1,000 of estimated resident population 9.3
Still Births—

Legitimate Males Females
1 1 0
Illegitimate
0 0 0
1 1 0

Rate per 1,000 (live and still) .............oopmniheniiians 31.2
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2. ExTENsSION TO EXISTING DRAINAGE,

10 Extensions to drainage at present existing on premises
have been made. These extensions have provided for
the fixing of Baths, Sinks, and W.Cs., and for the improved
drainage of the premises generally.

(b) SEWERAGE : 1. EXTENSIONS To EXISTING SEWERS.,

The sewer at Frenze Road has been extended a further
distance of 124 Feet.  This extension has enabled the
drainage of a further 2 new houses to be connected.
This sewer at Frenze Road will allow to be further extended
as new property is erected in this area.

L2

NEw TaNk aAND FIiLTER BED,

The work is now completed of the new receiving Tank
with adjacent Filter Bed at Victoria Road on land purchased
by the Council from the Diss Co-operative Society, Ltd.
This will deal with the Storm-water Sewage Overflow at
this point of the sewage system. This has now been
functioning during the last 6 weeks and is working efficiently
and 1s in every way satisfactory, and a great improvement.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

1. CoNvERSION TO WATER-CARRIAGE SYSTEM, 1937.

(a) Number converted from Privy-Pail Closets ... Nil
(b) Number converted from Privy-Vault Closets ... 4

Total 4

2 NuMpBER OF WATER CroseTrs To NEW HoOUSES.

(a) Bungalows’, @ A e 1
(D) HHOUBLE. . o ouimosnn sisie anibiniih diui s AR i s it PR 15
(B)r COMRGRE . - iinpsh s cs uinih» mmsimatien dsssl Apuli R Nil

(d) Other houses and premises—improvements, etc. 7

Total 23



11

3. NUMBER OF CLOSETS OF EACH TYPE REMAINING AT END OF YEAR,

1937,
Number of Privy Vaults, fixed type .......cccoceiennen. 110
Number of Pail Closets, Removable Receptacles w209
Number of Fresh Water W.Cs. = .ociiiiiiniiininns 517
Number of Waste Water W.Cs. o 87

Total number of Water W.Cs. c-::-nneded tcn the "“EW&I‘L‘:
(both types) including houses, bungalows, factories,
schools and public buildings in the district ......... 643

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

This work is done by contract, and the work includes the
whole of the URBAN area of the district. The only parts of the
district omitted is the RUrRAL area which includes The Heywood
and Burston Road, the distance to be covered making this pro-
hibitive, and the cost excessive.

Improvement has been effected during the year in the
emptying and cleansing of Closets, etc., by the purchase of a new
Sanitary Tumbler Cart, and the working of this has been quite
satisfactory.

SCAVENGING,

The Scavenging work is done by Contract, the Contractor
working under the direction and supervision of the Sanitary In-
spector, The Contract provides for the weekly collection and
disposal of the contents of Privy Pails and Sanitary Dustbins ;
the emptying and cleansing of Cesspools and Privy Vault Closets,
and Dustbins (fixed receptacles) as and when required.

The Contract does not provide for the removal of trade
refuse. This matter is for the persons concerned to make their
own arrangements.

The Contract is for a term of three years, dated from lst
October, 1937 and expires 30th September, 1940.

During the year the whole of the equipment and the carts
have been overhauled and repaired.



PArTICULARS OF Work YEAR 1937.

No. Loads
Emptied Removed
Number of Pail Closets emptied weekly ......... 206 157
Number of Dustbins emptied weekly  ...... 602 668
Number of Privy Closets (fixed tvpe) emptied 69 47
Number of Dustbins (fixed type) emptied ... 16 15
Number of Cesspools emptied  ............... 15 a0
Accumulations of dry refuse ................. 2 2
SUMMARY.
Number of Loads removed : Excreta  ............ 254
Ditto ditto Dy Tefise . 688
Total 942

SHOPS ACT, 1934.

By agreement the powers and duties of enforcing the pro-
sions of Sub-section (3), (4), and (5) of Section 10 of the Shops
Act, 1934, are exercised in the Urban District of Diss by the Dis-
trict Council as agents for the Norfolk County Council, under
date 2nd October, 1935.

REPORT FOR YEAR 1937.

Number of Inspections and Re-inspections during the

year, LOBT ik o Bl S0 R AR R 273

Particulars of action taken during the year under the pro-
visions of the Shops Act, 1934, relating to ventilation and tempera-
ture of shops and to sanitary conveniences :—
1. VENTILATION—Section 10, subsection (1) (a).

Number found to be defective  .......cooiiiiinrvinnnns 5

Nimber remedied 0 i G R ANEMSE. 1 a5
2. TEMPERATURE—Section 10, subsection (1) (&)

Number found to be defective e R

Number remedied ' |wldisbaaaiimdl Lt BEnt N E 5

3. SANITARY CONVENIENCES—Section 10, subsection (2).
Number without suitable and sufficient Sanitary
CONVENIBNCES ..uccussessaddidides borsliiha sonb b LA SIOEN 2
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Number of applications for a certificate of exemptfon

from the provisions of Sub-section 2 of Section 10 of

e R R RS R U TR TR BEET T LR T 2

Number of Certificates exempting issued 2
4. GENERAL SANITARY CONDITIONS \—

4 Shops have been cleaned and painted.

2 Shops have had the drainage improved.

2 Shops have had improved lighting.

Number of reports on routine inspections submitted

to the Council during the year

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The following particulars are given of gas and electrical
appliances used for various purposes in this district in substitution
for coal :—

SUMMARY, 1937.
(a) Cooking Purposes :

L. KNnmber of Gas. Coplers: . coiesissnvvsmvsesiiams 778

2. Number of Eleciric Cookers  .........ovcun. 98
(b) Heating and Warming Purposes :

IR N DEE 0F (ras TI0S b n i vrssin s sl wisiiss o 164

2. Number of Electric Heaters..................... 320
(c) Other Appliances :

N I TR W 201

Eleetric {Wash Bollers) .....comiisimescsume s 5

SECTION D—HOUSING. Year 1937.

1. INSPECTION OF DWELLING-HOUSES DURING THE YEAR :—
(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing

DL e i e e e R S R 70

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 201
(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated Regula-

tions, 1925

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 60
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(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation  ......cooiai s RN TNy 12
(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for habita-
HON. | esediiiibi sl Ul rindd T 22

2. REMEDY OF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT SERVICE
OF FORMAL NOTICES :(—

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the Local
HAuthonty or dher officers’ ' L AN ANURE DR 22

3. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR :—

(a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Notices were served requiring repairs ............ 4
(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices :—
(8Y By OWIIers | i et e e R 4
(b) By Local Authority in default of Owners Nil

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served, requiring defects to be
remedied. . | . .o s ot e el SRR 4

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices '—

(a) By, OWDETS | | Gososifumicssasmi sregicsstaandrnses 4
(b) By Local Authority in default of Owners Nil

(c) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,
1936 :
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made .................... ... Nil
(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursu-
ance of Demolition Orders ........ci.c-ooeevsmssonsie Nil



(d) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936 :
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were

11 E o A N R ey L D B LT PP Nil
(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined the tenement or room having been

ERELeli L i RN PR A0, JOQIY, Nil

4. Housing Act, 1936, Part IV.—OVERCROWDING :

(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of

7 f iy o e SRR i B ST R R S 11
(2) Number of families dwelling therein  ............ 11
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein ............ 78
(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported

during the year
() (1) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during
BHEBRAER e b s s by wis s s s s Wi s
(2) Number of persons concerned in such cases ... 4
(d) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-houses
have again become overcrowded after the Local
Authority have taken steps for the abatement of
OVErCrOWAINE  .cevevnvromnomenvns Ty yE ey 'Nil
(e) Any other particulars with respect to over-
crowding upon which the Medical Officer of
Health may consider it desirable to report

Lo =1

NOTE :

There are no cases of overcrowding in any of the houses
owned by the Local Authority.

Valuable assistance has been given by wvarious Owners
of Cottages in co-operating with the Sanitary Inspector when
Cottages owned by them have become void, in letting the tenancy
to relieve cases of overcrowding.

~ In some cases the Owners have made other rooms suitable
for occupation, and added them to increase the available accommo-
dation of the house.

There is a slight reduction in the number of overcrowded
houses and these should be considerably reduced on completion
of the Housing Scheme now in hand.
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ERADICATION OF BED BUGS.

The number of houses found to be infested :—

(a) Council 'Hptses * L0500 000N L 8 Nil
(b} Other HOUSEs .......icmmmrreiieresimimsvoain Nil
INFECTIOUS DISEASE
Number of cases of Infectious Disease ......... 4
Numiber of wvisits made ... ......h5h e 20

Disinfection has been done on 10 occasions, following cases
of infectious disease, and of prolonged illness.
Number of rooms disinfected ............ccovouunn 13

CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS OF A HOUSE.
Housing Act, 1936 (Section 51) :—
(a) Number of Certificates issued. ...l ..ot 7
(b) The specified period in each Certificate 5 years

VANS USED FOR HUMAN HABITATION.
31 Vans have been inspected during the year, and all were
found in a clean and satisfactory condition.
The matters which have received attention are as follows :
(a) Water Supply.
(b) Refuse Collection and Disposal.
(c) Lavatory Accommodation.
In each case a supply from the Town water service main
was made available,
Arrangements were made for the weekly collection of the
refuse by the Scavenging Contractor.
Lavatory accommodation was in some cases provided by
means of a Pail-lavatory on the Fair Ground, and in other cases
by the use of nearby W.Cs. situate on adjacent premises.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
(a) MILK SUPPLY.
Number of registrations in the district :
Retailers™of Mille = L0l L i 18
Produdcers: g Mille: !5 , fop sl iliog . ddoie ooasee 12
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1 Has been provided with new floor.
1 The drainage has been re-constructed.

PusLic HEALTH (MEAT) REGULATIONS, 1924 :—

Number of visits by the Sanitary Inspector to the slaughter-
houses 'and shops | (v aunlal. s s, BT S 488

Number of visits wotlh MOS0 LAl . Rauina s 2
Total 490
Number of Animals slanghtered :—
Cattle Calves Sheep and Lambs Pigs Total
651 136 H83 2507 3877
Number inspected :—
H41 10 575 1183 2309

Meat found unfit for food and surrendered :—
All diseases except Tuberculosis :

Whole carcase : Cattle 1 Pigs 1 Ditto 2

Part carcase : Nil Ditto 7 Total 2
Tuberculosis only :

Whole carcase : Cattle 1 Calves 1 Pigs 4 Total 6
MARKETS.

120 Visits of inspection were made to the weekly open
market. The inspection included stalls of Fish, Fruit and Vege-
tabies,

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS Act, 1933.

16 Licences to slaughter animals in accordance with the

provisions of this Act has been granted.

SPECIAL REPORTS TO THE COUNCIL DURING THE YEAR.
1. Report : Annual Conference of Local Authorities in the Eastern
Counties. National Housing and Town Planning
Council, held at Great Yarmouth, June 11th, 1937.
2. Report: In reference to the development of the Hall Hills
Estate for building purposes on the Roydon Road,
DISS, and the proposed system of drainage. Dated
15th November, 1937.
3. Reports: Shops Act, 1934 :—
Report dated 14th August, 1937.
Report dated 23rd December, 1937,















