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STAFF OF THE FEDICAL IEPARTIENRT

The following changes of permanent Miedical Officers took place
during the year:

Dr, F,J,G, Lishman, Deputy County Medical Officer resigned on 20th
Hay, 1947. Dr, W.J. Doyle, who was previously an Assistant County
Yiedical Officer ard Medical Officer of Health to the St, Thomas Rural
Distriect, Exmouth Urban District and Budleigh Salterton Urban Distriot,
wes appointed as Deputy County biedical Officer from 21st May, 134/,

Dr, L.G, Anderson was appointed to replace Dr, Doyle as an Assistant
County Medical Officer and Medical Officer to the St, Thomas Rural Dis-
trict, Exmouth Urban District and Budleigh BSalterton Urban District,
taking up his duties on 20th October, 1947.

Dr, E,W, Andorson, ocne of the two County Psychiatrists, resigned on
30th September, 1947, and ho was replaced.by Dr. J.J. Justice, who took
up his duties on 1st November, 1547.

The following Assistant County Mcdical Officers were appointed to
fill posts on the permanent staff previously held by tomporary officers:

Dr, W.H, Orichton (appointcd 1et February, 1547. Resigned 3rd
October, 1947).

Dr, H,M, Davies (appointed ist September, 1947).

Dr, J, Sleigh ( inted 1st Pebruary, 197).

Dr, J.H, Wildman (appointed ist Novembor, 1947 to replace Dr.
Crichton).

A complete 1iat of the Modical Officers on the ataff of the Medical
Department on the 31st December, 1947 is given on tho last page of this
report.

INFECTIOUS DISRASES

The following table shows the nunber of notifications and deaths
from the more common infectious diseases, compared with those for the

previous L years,

Corobro- Acute
h;':t Dightheria E;:";‘ , Prounonfa Spiral Poliomyelitis &
Fover Polic-Ercophalitis
Casos Dthe | Casos  Dths | Cases  Dihs | Cases Dths | Casos Dihs | Casos Dths
47 ;| - 1| 2 3 = m m| n 3 & 1
196 - - 49 4 il . v, U T O B 2
1945 - 2 ] 4 12 ; .t < T N T A 15 ?
1944 5 3 108 3 . 2 M @m| B 6 n ?
1943 A58 ? |32 4 % | 257 o 13 4 | 1

+ [Deaths fnclud non-notifiable fores of peeumonia.

Diphtheria Immunisation. The scheme, whereby tho Local Authorities
mako arrangemonts for tho immunisation of all porsons, was continued dur-
ing 1947. Tho County Council, however, refunded to Local Authoritics
tho amount claimed in respect of the immmisation of children under 5
yoars of age, The Assistant County Medical Officcrs and Health Visitors
co-gporated with tho District Medieal Officers of Health when requested
to do so, and the County Council Cliniecs and Centrcs woro available to the
District Medical Officers of Health if required, A1l rocords rogarding
the immmisation stato are the rosponsibility of the Looal Authority.
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Ante-natal and Post-natal Examinations: (General Pz?ntiﬁ.mer
Schema) ,

1715 applications for payment of fees were received (compared with
1545 in 1 . Of this number 1187 were for both ante and post-natal
examinations.,

Consultants Schems, There wére 395 applications as compared with®
336 in 1 Of this nunber 125 received X-Ray examinations, In add-

ition 16 crd.lﬂrm under 5 were referred to consultanta,

Institutional Provision for Matemity Pgtlant:a 1356 applications
were approved as compared with 1669 in 1946,

MHMH&E. 220 applications were approved as compared with 151 in
1946,

Matemi ty Outfits, 252 outfits were supplied during the year as
compared with 249 in 1946, Of thisa pumber 22 wers supplied froe of
charge,

Fees to Medical Fractitioners called in by Midwives, 1076 claims
were passed for payment,

Health Visiting. During the year Health Visitors paid the follow-
ing viajits: -

Expactant mthers ... ... e L | 1)
Children under | year (first \'i!ﬂtu] RS R |
Children under | yoor (re-wisits)... ... ... ... ... 716688
i T e - |
Boerdedcut Children o e R SRS R 1. |-
barenlodts cheok ... ... oo wie aie s e 081

County Matemity Home, Rivorsdale (Wow Bicclescombe Park), I1fra-
combe, This home was re-opened in September 1947, and 38 ocascs wero
admitted, There was 41 stillbirth and 1 infant died within ten daysof
bi rth,

County Maternity Home, The Grove, Sidmouth, During the year 92
patients were admitted., There were no matermal deatha, 3tillbirtha: 2.
Two infants died within ten days of birth,

Care of Unmarried Mothers and Illegitimate Children. Arrangements
have been made for unmarried mothors egitimate children to be
dealt with on the lines suggested in Ministry of Health Cirecular 2866,
The four County Welfare Officers combine this work with their othorduties,
and the Diocesan and Moral Workers in the County also co-opcrate.

Care of Premature Infanta, The "notification of birth" card now in
use in the County indicates the birth weight of a child if this is less
than 5% 1bs, Two sets of prematurc baby equipment have boen obtained
for issue on loan when required, 411 notifiecations of premature births
are specially followed up by Health Visitors,

The births of 164 prematurc infants were notified during the year,
89 of whom werec born in hospitals or institutions, 120 infants were
surviving at the end of one month from the date of birth,

Promotion of Cleanliness and Good Habits and tho Elimination _ of
Vorminous Conditions,  Special attention is given by Health Visitors to
these matters at welfare contresa and domiciliary wviaits,

Matemity and Child Welfare Centres. At the 68 welfarc centres in
the County the following attendances were made: -

kL T A e e e <R | |
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Theroc has been an increase in the rommeration paid to the working
ratients, The laundry charge hand has received an increase of 14/0d.
per month to £1,4,0d., and 3 other girls in the Laurdry now reccive an
increase of 10/-d4, to £1.0,0d. The girl who assists in the Kitchen has
alsc hed an increase of 10/- to £1,0.0d., The remaining 13 girls havo
had increases of 4/6d., to 10/-d per month,

SOCTAL ACTIVITIES:

These working girls attend the Cinema once every fortnight, and are
taken out to tea and for shopping once a month, They also attend the
outside Church Servicea evory Sunday moming. During the sumcr months
frequent cxcursions have been made to Exmouth, They all saw the Panto=-
mime at Xmas,

HOLIDAYS:

14 Adults spent a fortnight's holiday at "Dun Esk" and 4 had a fort-
night with their relatiwves,

STAFF:

At the end of the year tho Staff consisted of the following:-

2 Ward Sisters, 1 Assistant Nurao, Class 1.

1 agsistant KNurse Clasa 2,

3 Part-Time issistant Nurses (2 on Day duty, and 1
to relieve the Night Furse).

1 Part-Time Clerk

1 Cook

1 Drossmaker

2 Gardeners,

ADDITIONS TO BUILDINGS .AND RE-DECORLTIONS:

4 new verandah has becn added to tho oxisting one, and has been
painted with "summer cloud", 3 wash-basins have been fixed and a curtajn-
rail has been erected in the staff Bathroom, The wall bohind the basins
has been glazed and the floor stained, The Matron's quartcers have boen
ro-decorested and two new tiled grates installed, The Nurses Reecreaticn
Room has been re-decorated and linoloum laid, The fdult Pationts Recro=
ation Room has becn re-decorated, linoloum laidand four upholstered chairs
obtained, A further 412 Lloyd Loom chairs havo been ordered for this
room, A refrigerator has been installed in the Kitchen, The Kitchen
and Scullery have boen re-decorated, and the Cookers have been ropaired
satisfactorily,

[]

THE SAIE OF KITGHEN WASTE & SURFLUS GAiFIEN FRODUCE:

The sales of Kitchen VWaste from March to Decerber ... £23. 13, Od.
mﬂm Qfﬂmm Pm&uﬂa [N LN ] - w Eﬁ! 2: %l
Lo = 1 & ﬂl

Z79, 15, 24
(Sgd.) M, FUCH,

Matron-Superintendent.

BOX HOUSE

I beg to furnish details for the JAnnual Report relating to this
Institution for the year ending 31st December, 1947.

During the year, 10 patients were admitted, 4 patients died, all
from natural causes apd 2 wore discharged, During the same periocd, 3
patients were removed to the Devon Mental Hospital end one tranaferred to
another Institution, The ascommodation Certificets of the Board of Cme=
trol is for the training and care of 151 male patients and thias mmber
has been kept well up to strength throughout the yoar, In addition there
are 18 men living out on resident licence.
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RIVERS FOLLUTION FREVENTION

A careful watch was maintained on the condition of rivers - including
the Culm, Axe, Mole, Teign and Yeo - receiving effluents from industrial
and sewage treatment plants in the County, Appropriate action was takon
whore unsatisfactory conditions were found.

In addition to routine work, the following spocial investigations
wore undertaken:-

(1) The Taw and Torridge Estuarics:

A detailed investigation was made in conjunction with Dr, Hoore, tho
County Basteriologist, to dotormine the extont of the pollution of the
Tew and Torridgo Estuaries,

Bricf refercnce to this work was made in the Annual Report for 1546,
since the survey was commenced in November of that year. It was com-

pletad on Janusry ¥st, 15L7.

In the first (dated January 9th, 1947), of his two lemgthy rcports
on the subjoct, Mr, Hing dealt with the pollution of the tidal waters of
the River Taw, Referonce was also mado to the sanitary eircumstances of
the built-up arcas on tho north and south banks of the river and totho
proposals submitted by the Consulting Engincers for tho seworago and dis-
posal of sowage from odisting and future developmont of this part of the
Taw Vallay,

The main conclusions rcached may bo briofly summarized as follows: -

(2) In the light of tho facts and findings sct out in Part I of the
Report, the conditions in the Taw Estuary wore most unsatisfactory on
"sanitary grounds", Therc was strong ovidence for stating that pre-
vailing circumstances wore, or might bo likely to bc, projudicial to pub-
1ic hoalth, ospecially whore the concontration of sowage was groatest,

() Tho Sanitary ciroumstances of tho built-up arcas draining inte the
Estuary, as roported in Part ITI, rovoalcd that the need for the formu-
lation of & eo-ordinated policy, by the Loecal Authorities cencemed, for
soworago and sowago disposal in the Taw Vallcy wms urgent.

(e) In view of post-war conditions, toemporary improvomonts to oxisting
arrangaments might have to bo carried out in certain arcas as a matter
of necessity, but any new acwerage work vhich might be put in hand, in
advance of a main schome for the wholo area, should be designed, as far as
practicable, with a wview to being incorporated in and forming part of
a major permanont soworage and sowage disposal syatem,

(@) Following eareful considoration of the wvarious proposals for the
soworageo of the areas in question, a2 aet out in the Preliminary Heport
of tho Consulting Engincers, it was reecmmended that the Scheme submitted
by Hessrs, Lemon & Blizard for the construction of Northorn and South-
ern Joint Outfalls into the Estuary be accepted, in prineciplo.

The following suggostions wore mado rogamding the propesed Joint
schoma; -

(i) That consideration should be given to tho advissbility of
exterding the outfall of the Northorn Branch of the Joint Scheme to
a podnt in the noighbourhood of tho Lighthouss on Braunton Burrows,
only 1% miles from tho open soa,

(ii) That it might be found possible to omploy chlorination  in
comnection with tho treatment of the scwage, and that in any evont
tidal tanks, arranged tn dischargc on tho obb tide, were preforred
toscttlomont tanks, fromwhich it was proposed to discharge efflucnt
at all stages of tho tide, In order to reduce, (if notcbviate
entirely) the problem nf sludge troatmont, tho possibility of pro-
viding for tho mechanical disintogration of seowago should, it was
suggestod, recoive invoatigation,

The second Report prepared by Mr, King, (dated 1st February,1%7).

referred to the survey which Dr, Moore and he had made of the Torridge
Estuary from the Bideford Bar as far as the Borough of Great Torrington.
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