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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The following table shows the mupber of notifications and deaths from
the more common infectious diseases,

It will be seen that there was a very large increase in the number of
Diphtheria and Enteric Fever notifications, There were also B5 cases of
Cerebro-spinal Fever notified, These were reported from all parts of the
County, ene half of the cases occurring in the first quarter of the year,
enly 17 cases being reported in the last six munths.

In comparing the musber of notifications, it must be remembered that
for notification purposes, the population of the County ineluded all per-
sona living or staying temporarily in the County, while the numberof deaths
are corrected by allowing for imward and oubward tronafers,

The position has been very carefully watched and all possible steps
taken to provent the spread of infectious disease.

Dightheria Inmmmisation campaigns have been actively pursued by many
of the local authoritics.
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* Deaths include all forms of pneumonia

ZUBERCULOSLS

The mmber of primary notifications during the year was 579, compared
with in 1939, The number of casce aduitted to Residential Treatment
was » compared with 402 admitted in 1939. There were 212 patients in

bl':ﬂm on the 1st January, 1940, and 242 in rvsidence on the 31st Decem=
T,

During the year 97 paticnts suffering from non=pulmonary tuberculosis
were treated at various institutions not belonging to the County Council.

Grants of extra nourishment ote. woere mode as followrg: =

(1) Bxtra Nourishment = 31 grants at 2/6 por week, each for three
monthas to 124 patients.

(2) Dentistry = 13 grants.

(3) Swgical appliances = 110 grants,
(4) Wursing - 7 grants,

(5) Fares - B84 grants,

X=RAYS

During the year the following patients fromthe Administrative County,
excluding North Devon, wore examined by the County Radiographer - 5278,

Table 1 shows the mwber of Pulmonary and HNon-Pulmonary paticnts and
Table 11 classifics these patients according to scx and age:=
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Pulrenary Tuberculosis

Non=-Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Return showing the immediate Results of Treatment of Patients discharged
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Artificial pmeumothorax waa attompted in 389 cases, boing successful in
2, cases and wswoccssful in 14, In addition 5 patients were admitted
whosc pnownothorax had been induccd clsewhere., Difficultics of transport
have breught about an outpaticnt cliniec for the convendence of paticnts who
can get herc more casily than to Torquay or Exetor for X-Rays and refills,

Gold therapy was omployed in b cascs, orisalbine intravenously being
uacd in all oasca,

1 paticnts had ultra violet ray, and 9 infra red ray therapy.

The eperating theatre has continued to be much used. The following
is a summry of the surgical work porformed.
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In spite of the difficulties of the times the patients! Social Club
has continued to do good work in organizing whist drives, socials, indoor
and outdoor competifions, and maintaining their agcustomed sogial amenities
for merbers and their visitors,

Towards the endof the year a Savings Group was formed,and all members
of the ataff are enoruraged to jJoin it.

The nurses’ training achool continues to produce gond results, 3 nurses
have passed the Preliminary State exanination and 3 have obtained the Tuber-
culosis Association certificate in May. The results of the November
examination are not yet mublished,

COUNTY LABCRATORY
the year 23,360 exsminations and experiments were made as com-
pared with 17,392 in 1939 and 18,778 in 1938, It will be seen that there
was a tremendoua inorease in the nuiber of examinations for Diphtheria,
13089 compared with 4409 in 1939. The mumber of milk examinations dropped
fram 5925 in 1939 to 3301 for {1540,
DIFHTHERIA

13,089 (1072 positive, 12,017 negative) swabs from nosc and throat were
examined,

TUBERCULOSIS

1,557 (398 positive, 1159 negative) specimens of sputum were examined
for tubercle bacilli,

ENTERIC FEVERS and ABCRTUS FEVERS

130 Tidal Agglutination teats were made with 27 positive (7 Typhoid, 19
Paratyphoid B, 1 Br, Abortus).

RINGTORM
87 (12 positive, 75 negative) examinations were made,

MILK CLEANLINESS
(a) Public Supplics
Passed Pailed Total
Ordinary 552( 55. 7 L3 990
Accredited 1,236(68.7% 563 1,739
Tuberculin Tested 159(76. 4% 49 208
Pastcuriscd 9 - 9
Totals 1,956(65, &%) 1,050 3,006
(b) Schools and Institutions
School Milk 111(57.83%) B84 192
Public Assistance
Instituticna L1 (48, %) by 85
Public Health
Institubions 11(61.153) 7 18
Totals 163(55. 2%) 132 295
Total all sources 2,119(64.15) 1,182 3,30







The Inspoctor of Mdwives investigated 8 cases excluding Torquay and
reported as follows:-

Treated at home iv 3 Treated in Hospital s 5
Vision Unimpadired .., 8 Vision impaired =
Total blindncas = Nil

Causes of Maternal Deatha. During the year 18 deaths wore investi-
gated where the certificace indicated that the fatalities were associated
with pregnancy or parturition.

Pe ral Foevor and Pyroxia, During the year 46 cascs wore notified
inel the Borough of Torquay. The Inspector of Midwives investigated

36 cases (oxcluding Torquay).

Ante-latal Centre at Paignbon. 129 capectant mothors attended = total
nmber of attendancea 392. 43 scssions.

Anto-Natal Exandnations. 1423 applications roceived fram Medical Frac-
titioncrs. 1659 in 1939,

Consultents Fees, 80 cases, 131 in 1939. 13 rcecived X-Rays exam-
ination,

Institutional Provision for Matcrnity Care. 259 applications approved,
320 for 1939,

Public Assistanco Inatitubions, 85 applications approved, 87 in
15939,
Homoe Holps. 162 avplicaticna approved. 265 in 1939,

Maternity Outiits, 324 outlfitas wore supplied froc of coat, 236
paid patients,

ﬂn?-ﬁooum of Midwrivea, 1,147 visits (1,119 in 1939) were paid to
636 Vo8 who notified their intention to practice during 1940,

Notifications, under Rules of Contral lfididves' Board

Requisitions for modical aid 1,422
Still-births 5
Laying out a dead body 1o
Contact vwith infection P
Doath of mother or child 27
Artificial focding 72

1,713

=

i Fecs to Medical Practitiomcrs called in by Midwives = 1,103 applica=

Health Visiting, During the yecar the Health Visitors paid the follow-
ing visits:-

To cxpectant mothers 1,688
Births 1,788
Ro=vicits 16,347
Children, 41 = 5 yoars 23,769
Boardod-out children 687
Tibereulosis casca 88



Maternity and Child Welfare Centres, At the 50 Welfare Centres in
the County 1,550 sesgions were held and the following attondances were

made,

Mothers present: 36,603
Infants present: 21,802
Children, 1=5 years: 20,237

Milk Grants for Nursing and Expectant Mothers, and infants up to five
years. 539 applications roceived for Jﬁ“uiﬂ. millk, and 43 for dried milk,
Total mumbor of pints granted equals 23,881,

GOVERIQENT EVAQUATION SCHEME

emonts were made to admit 398 cxpoctant mothers to the Hoapi-
tals and Nursing Homeas in the County,

Notifications by Midwives under Rules of Central ifidwives' Board

Requests for Medical Aid i
Hotifications of Births -

By Practitioners 20

By lidwives 202

Still-births notified by Midwives L

L} L L] L} Dmt-ﬂrﬂ 1

Ante=Natal Examinationa., 37 applications received from Medical Prac-
titicners,

Home _Ilelps 3 applications approved,
Pees for consultanta, 10 applicants approved.

Claims from Medical Practitiomers were received in respect of 49 casca
in nmmc-;:tim with these fees under the Midwives Acts (Emergency Midwifery
Services).

Contres. - The following attendances were mado;-
Qfficial Evacuces =
lothers present 5:335
Infants preaent 3,5M
Children, 1=5 years 3,409
Thof'ficial Bvaouccs =
Mothers present 1,95
Infants present 1,420
Children, 1=5 ycars 706

1851k Grants to Nurs and Rxnectant liothers and Infants, 8 appli-
cations were approved for liquid milk and 2 Tor aricd milk,

10 evacuccs receclved milk on an emcrgency order before definite arr=
angements couwld be made,

CHILDREN ACT, 1908, Part 1.
Children and Young Peraona Act, 1932, Part 5,

In the administrative county at the boginning of the year therc were
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106 children boarded out in accordance withthe sbove Acts and 93 registered
foster parents; at the ond of the ycar there were 138 children boarded out
and 88 foster parcnts on the list.

During the year 42 new applications far registration were received from
foster-parcnts, The homes of these perocons were visited by the Chief In-
fant Life Protection Visitor eand approved for the reception of one child,
0f this mubor, onc has beon approved to take two children, In sddition,
sanction was given to four preoviously wcogistored fostor mothers to take,
in 2 cases a scoond child and in 2 cases a third child.

The following notifications werc received from foster-mothers during
the year:-

41 childron were legally adopted.
22 children werc removed to their parents.

5 children were removed to the care of relatiwves,
16 children were reumcwved from the county.

5 children were romoved to new foster mothers,

T childron attainod tho ape of 9 years.

2 ghildyen have been removed o an orphanage,

1 child has been moved to a Public Assistance Institubtion,
2 childrcn have dicd,

The Wyld Oak Nursery Home, Taunton has romoved to Muddiford House, Iir,
Barnstaple, Therc are 34 childron registercd here with one foster-mother,

The Health Visitors who are Inspoctors under tho above Acts, paid 687
wvisits to the homes of Nursc Children.

liss L.M, Booker,Chief Infant Life Protection Visitor paid 187 visits
of inspection,

EVACUEES

In addition, 21 evacuce childron camc into the County, and 12 foster-
mothers, Theae children and foster-mothers have been visited and keph
under supcrvision. Five nursery schools have been evacuated to Dovon and
have been kept undor supervision, In addition 58 children have been
boarded out with 32 foster-mothers by the Childrens Country Holidays Fund,

MENTAL DEFICIENCY

The muber of individuals in the County in whom a diagnosis of Mental
Deficiency within the moening of the Mental Deficiency Act has been esta-
blished by medical opinicm during the year is 51, The work of ascertain-
ment has continued steadily vwith the valusble assistance of the Devon Vol-
untary Association for Mental Welfearc, The total mumber of individuals
inthe County now nowmto be defcctivevithin the meaning of the Act is 2924,

The services of ascertainment and placement have been made availeble
among ovacuces and a mmber of sush cases have been dealt with, At Bame-
staple a schemc has been initiated in co-operation with the Central Asso-
ciation for Mental Welfare whercby ineducoble defective children can be
placed in special billets and enabled to attond the Ocoupation Centre.

GUARDIANSHIP AND LICENCE
On December 31st, 1940 there were 30 cases under Guardianship and 136

on licence, Both these groups have been kept under close supervision by
the Devon Voluntary Association for Mental Welfare,

In this comnection the national need for labour, especially on farms,
has been borne in mind and licence has been granted to institutional cases

13
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has had to be bought. The value of this is estimated at £114,

The Wood Chopping Shed has shown a clear Profit of over £211 and ale
though not a desirable occupation, it provides occupation for scme of the
very low grades who would otherwise be totally unemployable.

The Tailor®s Shop and Carpenter's Shopare very important departments;
and the Engineer with the boys keeps the Institution in good trim,

The Boot Shop continues to repair all boots and shoes for this Insti-
tution, Western Lodze and Honiton Public Assistonce Institution,

The peyment of Reward money is still a wonderful medium in the maine
taining of Discipline and providee soms payment for the patients' efforts,
The amounts range from 1d per week andit is surprising what value is attache-
ed to this smell amount.

There are 4 Patrols of Scouts, but scouting is very restricted during
the War, The Head Mole lurse and My, C, Turnor are running the Troop, and
both lock forward to the day when they will be able to do things more
thﬂruughlrl-

Football and Cricket have not been forgotten, although not so many
mntches hove been played, The Meadow still mekes so much difference to
everybody and the patients can spend most of their leisure moments there.

Fire watching and the other preceutions in regard to Air Raids, are 1
think quite mdegquate, but therc still sre no Civilian Duty Respirators for
steff use,

Tha food question has cauged socme concern, btut the garden has beon 2
great help in this comnection,

Piges htre been kept, and although only o small profit is showm, the
importont faot in this conncction is that it is producing food.

VEHEREAL DISEASES

Arrongements were contimued forthe dingnosis and treatment o patients
suffering from Vensrenl Discases nt the Roynl Devon and Exeter Hospital,
Torboy Hoapitel, North Devon Infirmory (Annexe), Bornstople, and the City
Hospital, Plymouth, Fem:le inepetients ore sent to 8t. Mary's iome, Excter,
for observotion and treatment,

The total muber of new County cnses attending for cutepntient tre te
ment at tho Centres during 1940 wns 266, compared with 303 in 1939:= 18 now
in-patienta received tresatmont compored with 12 for 1839,

Up to the end of 1940 the nemes of 42 medical proctitioners hnd beon
placed on the 1list of those qualified to administer Salvarsan substitutes,
and to theae 134 supplies wers sent in the Exeter aren, compared with 135
for the previous yeor, Ho supply, in elther year, was sent in the Plye
mouth or Torquay areas,

The totnl mumber of specimens examined during the year at the County
Laboratory was 1615 compared with 1,881 in 1953,

It was found necessary to repay the sum of £22,18.1 to patients for
expenses inourred in trevelling to the nearest olinies, compared with
£46.8,0 in 1959 and £101.12.0 in 1938,

The following toble shows the mumbors of persons who nttended for the

first time, and the totol mumber of attendances of all porsons ot the oli-
nics during the yeors 1938 to 1940:-

18
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MIIK

POOD AND DROGS ACT, 1888, MILK ARKD DATRIES ORDER, 1928,
MIIE (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDERS, 1936 & 1938,

The following is a summery of the work in connection with Milk Produc=
tiong-

During the year 3,943 Veterinary Inspections were carried out, 77,350
bovines have been examined, and 766 (.9 cows with indurated udders have
been detected, Examination of the milk rIrom these ebnormel wudders has
shovm that 9 (,012% of the total number of animals examined) were giving
tuberculous milk, and 689 (,.86% of the total nmumber of cows examined) were
glving milk which was unfit for human consumption for reasons other than
tuberculosis,

The cows giving tuberculcus pilk have been slaughtered under the Tu=
berculosis Orders, while steps have been teken to prevent the milk from
othar cows, returned as unfit, from reaching the public,

Accredited

Tuberculin Tested

L:r] o
M O R | TR - A
(Special Designations) E - B - AP & ]
ders s B 22% g:’é n 8
1936 & 1938 % B g’agi & B 2 £
5 528 B sd

The majority of milk semples are submitted by the Local Sanitory In-
spectors in the County, the remainder being talen by the County Sanitary
Inspectors and Dairy Instructressos.

SIMMARY OF CANCELLED LICENCES

ﬂﬂmalled :ming to unsatisfactory premises, ond/or methods 6
" use of mechamicsl milking machine withe
cut stoom sterlilisation 5
Withdrawn by licence holder owing to having given up busi-
ness 12
y “ ' holder owing to leaving administrative
County area 1
Withdravn by licence holder owing to woving to othor prem-
iacs <]
Transfer from Accredited to Tuberculin Tested 1

15 producers were not recommended for o mew licence for the following

year, but of these 1l improved their premises or methods and were groanted
ligences.

GENERAL

During the past year n scheme has come into operation whereby the nAo-
Jority of Milk Pactoriss are notifying me of their Mothylens Blue exominde
tions for cleanliness of milk wholessled by designated producers. In view
of the extra duties carried out by the district Sanitory Inspectors the
rumber of milk smaples has fallen, the factory reports thercby being of cone
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